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“WE OFFER QUALITY MERCHANDISE AND EXPERT SERVICE”
AN INTERVIEW WITH KATRINA SEXTON, OWNER OF TREASURES OF OJAI, ANTIQUES
by Reynold Akison
Treasures of Ojai also offers the following related
Treasures of Ojai has served the Ojai Valley for
services: fair market evaluations, personal property
21 years. Ojai Chamber of Commerce member
liquidations and estate sales. They work with a
Katrina Sexton purchased the business 12 years
certified appraiser. Treasures of Ojai can arrange
ago. Treasures of Ojai is a “collective mall”
for shipping of purchased items with a local Ojai
featuring multiple dealers with over 35 years of
shipper.
professional experience in fine art and antique
Katrina and her staff members are
sales. Each dealer manages and maintains their
available to assist executors, heirs, trustees,
own space and brings their specialty to the
attorneys, realtors and individuals with estate
store.
and liquidation needs.
Treasures of Ojai stocks a large inventory
Treasures of Ojai is located at 110
of antique furniture and lighting, fine art, prints,
North Signal Street (in the Arcade, behind Rains
oriental rugs, vintage and estate jewelry, sterling
Department Store) in Ojai, California. Their store
silver, American brilliant and art glass, Americana,
hours are: Monday-Saturday: 10AM-5PM; Sunday:
clocks, musical instruments, books and many other
Katrina
Sexton
11AM-5PM or by appointment. You can reach the
rare and collectible items.
store at 805-646-2852; email: treasuresofojai@gmail.
The store’s second floor houses a third-party
com; and browse their website at http://www.treasuresofojai.com.
consignment clothing store, featuring vintage and modern
They’re pet friendly too!
women’s apparel.
CONTINUED ON PAGE2
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CITY OF OJAI

TOT

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX FOR MARCH 2016: $284,847 (6% Increase over March 2015)
TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX FOR APRIL 2016: $306,281 (10% Increase over April 2015)
TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX FOR MAY 2016: $283,954 (2% Decrease over May 2015)
TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX FOR JUNE 2016: $298,911 (5% Increase over June 2015)
TOTAL Transient Occupancy Tax
Jan. - June 2016: $1,547,572 (2% Increase year over year 2015)

SALES
TAX

Sales Tax Collection • 2015
Oct. 1 – Dec. 31 ~ $312,105
(21% Increase Q1 FY 14-15)

FY 2014-2015 ~ $1,096,755
(17% Decrease year over year FY 13-14)
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Katrina Sexton Interview
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Ojai Business Journal: What is Treasures of
Ojai’s primary business?
Katrina Sexton: We buy and sell art,
antiques, collectibles and home furnishings.

Katrina: We offer customers quality
merchandise. We see ourselves as keepers of
history by making antiques and collectibles
from various historical eras available for sale.
We subscribe to industry databases that help
keep us up-to-date on the current market
value for art, antiques and collectibles. We
do research, and we’re knowledgeable
about the items we sell.
My son, Mason, is a specialist in sterling
silver. He and his partner, Amanda,
both graduates of the Kansas City Art
Institute, bring their combined expertise
to the store.
OBJ: Who is your target customer?

PUNCHBOWL POLITICS

Above, Treasures of Ojai Entrance
Right, Display of Guitars on sale at
Treasures of Ojai
We offer appraisals and conduct
estate sales and liquidations. We can
also arrange to send entire collections
to auction.
We do fair market evaluations of items
and estates that satisfy insurers and probate
courts. We offer a consignment service,
splitting the value of an item sold with the
consignee. We can arrange shipping for
items purchased in the store, although we
don’t do the shipping ourselves. We also
work with and can recommend a certified
appraiser.
The store also houses a third-party,
consignment, women’s clothing store on our
second floor.
OBJ. What’s the most important thing you
want reader’s to know about Treasures of
Ojai?

Katrina: We have three levels of customers:
Local customers who shop the store on a
regular basis; what I call “Ventura County
locals” who visit Ojai and our store
frequently; and then tourists and visitors
who are drawn to Ojai and discover our
store on their visit. Many tourists return to
the store every time they come back to Ojai.
OBJ: Do you ever have special sales or offers?
Katrina: On Thanksgiving weekend we offer
a 20%-off sale throughout the store. In April
each year we celebrate “Pixie Tangerine
Month” when tagged-items receive a 10%
discount. Sometimes we’ll offer a 10%-off
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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SCOTT EICHER, Chamber CEO
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I am confused and concerned. Ojai
is in a prolonged drought. Lake Casitas
and the Ojai groundwater basin are
both at historic lows. If we receive 150%
of normal rainfall for the next three
seasons, we will only ease our precarious
position. If we continue to receive only
10” of rain each year for the next five
years, as we have received for the last few
years, Lake Casitas will be out of water
in early 2021.
With this prognostication, it would
seem that we should make every effort
to stop adding new water users until we
have adequate water supplies. As one
candidate at the Candidates Forum put
it: We don’t need any more straws in the
punchbowl.
The City Council considered an
Urgency Ordinance to impose a
45-day moratorium on new and
expanding commercial and residential
development projects that would use
10% additional capacity replacement
water service connections. As council
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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sale on selected items for a week or weekend.
We advertise those sales in the Ojai Valley
News, on Craig’s List and through social
media like Facebook and Twitter.
OBJ: Do you sell online?
Katrina: We plan to be selling online within
the next six months.
OBJ: What’s the biggest challenge facing
Treasures Of Ojai this year?
Katrina: We have three ongoing challenges.
Our first challenge is manning the store and
delivering an optimum level of customer
service while providing appraisal services
and processing newly-arrived merchandise
at the same time.
Our second challenge is keeping quality
dealers at Treasures Of Ojai. We’re like a
family. Most of our dealers have been with
us for many years. We’re choosey about new

dealers; we require and maintain the highest
level of ethical standards.
Our third challenge is just keeping track
of more than two hundred thousand items
under one roof.
OBJ: What would you say makes doing
business in the Ojai Valley different from
doing business in other places?
Katrina: Ojai is a small, family-oriented
town. We get to meet and know the families
of many of our local customers and clients.
I think you have to be aware of how
social media can affect your store in a small
town like Ojai. You must treat all customers
and clients with respect and keep a positive
attitude befitting Ojai.
OBJ: What sets your business apart from
others in the Ojai Valley?
Katrina: There’s no other store like ours in
Ojai. We offer excellent customer service.
We have a large, wide-ranging assortment of

Susan Wiley Celebrates
30 Years at RAINS
Thirty years. It’s a long time.
Doesn’t matter where you or
what you do. But when it is
thirty years in the same retail
establishment in a small town
like Ojai, then it is something
very special. Susan Wiley is just
such a person. On September 15,
2016, Susan celebrated 30 years
of polite, friendly service at Rains in Ojai. She has to
know almost everyone in town and her beautiful smile
is certainly recognized by everyone who has shopped in
Rains over the last three decades. Thirty years; perhaps it
doesn’t seem that long when you enjoy what you’re doing.
Congratulations Susan!

B O A R D

President

unique antiques and collectibles, including
jewelry and silver. I think we’re good at
displaying our merchandise. People enjoy
visiting our store!
OBJ: Is there anything else you’d like to add
about Treasures Of Ojai that we haven’t
covered?
Katrina: When I bought the business 12
years ago my goal was to continue to raise
the bar by bringing quality merchandise
to Ojai while having fun doing it. I’m still
having fun and achieving my goal at the
same time.
OBJ: What would you like readers of this
interview to remember about Treasures Of
Ojai?
Katrina: I challenge readers, Ojai Chamber
members, and local residents to come to the
store. I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised
at what you find and pleased when you use
our services.
O F
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The Ojai Business Journal is a bi-monthly
publication of the Ojai Valley Chamber of
Commerce which is solely responsible for
its contents. Information for issues should
be diected to:
The Ojai Valley Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 1134, Ojai, CA 93024
TEL 805.646.8126 or FAX 805.646.9762
info@ojaichamber.org
www.ojaichamber.org

Staff: Norma Gonzalez - Executive Assistant
Graphic Design by Olga Singer • SimplyTwo / (858) 485-1747
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MARK YOUR

CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 2016
Wednesday, Sept. 21
Morning Business Referral Group Meeting
@ Eggs N Potatoes 7:15 AM
Lunch Business Referral Group Meeting
@ Ojai Community Bank, Noon to 1:00 PM
Thursday, Sept. 22
Chamber Mixer @ Deer Lodge
Maricopa Hwy. • 5:30-7PM, 805.646.8126
Thursday, Sept. 27
City Council Meeting • 7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall, 805.646.5581

OCTOBER 2016
Wednesday, Oct. 5
Morning Business Referral Group Meeting
@ Eggs N Potatoes 7:15 AM
Lunch Business Referral Group Meeting
@ Ojai Community Bank, Noon to 1:00 PM
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 25
City Council Meeting • 7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall, 805.646.5581
Thursday, Oct. 13
Chamber Board & OVB Meeting
@ Ojai Music Festival Conference Rm.
Noon; 646-8126
Thursday, Oct. 27
Chamber Mixer @ Besant Hill School
Ojai-Santa Paula Rd. • 5:30-7PM,
805.646.8126
Monday, Oct. 31
Happy Halloween Watch out for the Ghost
and Goblins!!

j

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

member Betsy Clapp alluded, if we are
in such a dire state that we will be out
of water in five years, if we are allowing
our trees to die, if residents must
sacrifice their landscaping to conserve
water, then how can we allow a 40unit hotel and a brewery, and a 30-unit
housing development to proceed? The
moratorium required a minimum 4/5
majority to pass. It was voted down on
a 3-2 vote against. Council Members
Haney, Lara and Weirick voted against the
moratorium, agreeing that it would only
be a symbolic gesture. Mayor Blatz and
Council Member Clapp voted in favor.
So what is the answer? We can sink
wells into the Ventura River to tap the
subterranean flow at 650 feet below
the surface and gain 5,000 acre feet of
water a year. We can join the State Water
Project and hope for another 5,000

©
%
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acre feet a year. How long will it take to
actually see water coming into Ojai or
west Ventura from that connection if and
when it is approved?
I grew up in Ojai. We went to the beach
during Christmas vacation fairly often,
so dry winters were not unusual. Ojai
was a dry, dusty place until Lake Casitas
came. My father left Ojai in the mid1960’s. We brought him back for a day
in 2013. His first comment was, “It’s so
green and lush. It didn’t used to be like
this.” He’s right, it didn’t. Without a lot
of rain for many years, it may not be that
green and lush again.
Council heard some interesting
comments and suggestions about
conserving and re-using water, and as
Council member Haney said, we are all
in this together, and we will only make it
through this if we all work together.

NOVEMBER 2016

CALENDAR
preview

Wednesday, November 2, 16
Morning Business Referral Group Mtg.
@ Eggs N Potatoes 7:15 AM
Lunch Business Referral Group Meeting
@ Ojai Community Bank, Noon to 1:00 PM
Thursday, November 8
Election Day -- VOTE 1 1 1
Exercise your right and responsibilty as
an American Citizen §
City Council Meeting • 7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall,
805.646.5581
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Thursday, November 10
Chamber Board & OVB Meeting
@ Ojai Music Festival Conference Rm.
Noon; 646-8126
Monday, November 14
Chamber Mixer @ East End Restaurant
914 E. Ojai Ave.
5:30-7PM, 805.646.8126
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OCB Bancorp Welcomes New Board Member, Tom Krause
OCB Bancorp, the parent
the Board of Governors of
St. John’s College. He is the
company of Ojai Community
Founder of the Alliance for
Bank, and divisions — Santa
Barbara Community Bank,
Liberal Learning, an association
Santa Paula Community Bank
of colleges and universities that
and Ventura Community
promote the cause of classic
liberal education.
Bank announced today the
“We welcome Tom Krause
addition of Tom Krause to the
to our board,” states George
Board of Directors.
Melton, Chairman of OCB
Tom Krause has been a
Bancorp, “Having known Tom
resident of Ojai since 1975
Tom Krause
for many years through his
and has contributed to the
success of many local community based work in the community, leading BST for
organizations. Dr. Krause was the Chairman/ many years and his commitment to the
Co-founder of the global company BST Board of Thomas Aquinas College, I know
(Behavioral Science Technology) a leading he will bring a great deal of knowledge to
pioneer in organizational safety, before it was our board. We look forward to his insight,
acquired by DEKRA in 2012. He is presently professionalism, business acumen, and his
passion for the community.”
a Partner at Krause Bell Group in Ojai.
“I am enthusiastic about working closely
Dr. Krause is a member of the Thomas
Aquinas College Board of Governors, and with OCB Bancorp as this community of

banks continues their ascent of success,” said
Dr. Krause. “The OCB family of banks have
a very strong position in the marketplace,
and I believe in their philosophy of banking
and advancing the communities they serve.”
Dr. Krause has a Ph.D. in Clinical
Psychology from the University of
California-Irvine, master’s degrees from
California State University, Long Beach and
St. John’s College of Santa Fe, New Mexico,
and a bachelor’s degree from California
State University, Long Beach. He also serves
as Chairman of the Board of California
Internet Solutions, one of the top-rated
Internet service providers in California.
He is President of The Agora Foundation,
a non-profit organization that provides
conversation-based seminars on classic
texts. He serves on the Advisory Board of
Community Memorial Hospital. He lives
with his wife Cathryn in Ojai.

ABOUT OCB BANCORP
OCB Bancorp was formed in September 2013 as the parent company of Ojai Community Bank. Santa Barbara
Community Bank, Santa Paula Community Bank and Ventura Community Bank are divisions of Ojai Community
bank and offer the full array of banking products and services to businesses, professionals, individuals and commercial
property owners. The Bank is dedicated to providing exceptional personal service and access to banking decision
makers. The stock is available under the symbol OJCB as listed with the OTC Markets Group.
This release includes forward-looking information, which is subject to the “safe harbor” created by Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as
amended, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act and the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. When the Bank uses or incorporates
by reference in this release the words “anticipate,” “estimate,” “expect,” “project,” “intend,” “commit,” “believe,” and similar expressions, the Company
intends to identify forward-looking statements. Our actual results may differ materially from those projected in any forward-looking statements, as
they will depend on many factors about which we are unsure, including many factors that are beyond our control.
This statement has not been reviewed, or confirmed for accuracy or relevance by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

Pieces of Ojai

VIEWS OF LAKE CASISTAS

... photography by r. kelley

OJAI BUSINESS JOURNAL
The Official Newsletter of the Ojai Valley Chamber of Commerce

Volume 12 | Issue 4 | Septermber / October 2016

PAGE 6

EDC-VC’s Small Business Development Center Receives Funds
for Doing What Matters for Jobs & the Economy Initiative
The Business & Entrepreneurship Center
at Cuesta College (BEC) recently awarded
$25,000 to the Economic Development
Center-Ventura County’s Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) as part of
the Doing What Matters for Jobs & the
Economy initiative. The funding, provided
through the California Community Colleges
Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO), will enable
SBDC to add more workshops, advisors
and outreach to provide in-demand skills
needed by today’s employers, create relevant
career pathways and get local workers into
open jobs.
The Doing What Matters for Jobs & the
Economy initiative focuses on creating
sustained, public outreach to industry, high
school students, counselors, parents, faculty,
staff, and the community to promote career
development and awareness of careertechnical education. The initiative connects
community colleges, business leaders and
PK-20 educators to ensure teaching and
training is relevant to today’s jobs. The
overall goal is to make sure students and
graduates have what employers need now, in

New

CHAMBER MEMBERS
Evergreen Chiropractic & Wellness
Russell Kun, DC
214 E. Matilija St., Ojai, CA 93023
(805) 646-9355
evergreenojai@gmail.com
Health Care

the next few years and in the future.
“This initiative is the sounding board
between schools, businesses and publicprivate partnerships like SBDC. It serves
as the catalyst to bring all the different
groups together to learn how to better
serve the economic and employment needs
of the region” said Gayla Jurevich, Deputy
Sector Navigator, Small Business South
Central Coast Region, Cuesta College. “Our
vision, through these vital collaborations,
is to be the premier provider of business
and economic development services and
training in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura and North Los Angeles Counties.”
As part of the Doing What Matters for Jobs
& the Economy initiative, EDC-VC’s SBDC
will work with area employers from each
industry sector to identify areas where there
is a shortage of specialized industry skills

and make recommendations on workforce
training programs that will help solve future
workforce training needs.
“Through the Deputy Sector Navigator
Small Business, we are able to collaborate
with businesses, industry, community
organizations, and educators from around
the region to tap into an abundance
of resources and know-how already in
place,” explains Ray Bowman, director of
the Small Business Development Center
of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties.
“By coordinating strategic partnerships,
we can eliminate duplicate efforts,
identify where there are skills gaps and
help develop training solutions aimed at
improving the management and stability
of regional businesses in order to attract,
retain and expand jobs, thus strengthening
the local economy, increasing wealth and
quality of life.”
For more information on EDC-VC’s SBDC
free programs, advising and workshops to
small business owners in Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties, visit http://www.edc-vc.
com or call 805-384-1800.

AFLAC
Kathleen Dell
207 Boardman Rd., Apt. B, Ojai, CA 93024
(805) 395-0511
dellkathy@gmail.com
Insurance

The Local Pages
Kindsey Blackburn
4910 Amelia Earhart Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84116
marketing@thelocalpages.net
Telephone Directory

Lahaina Computer
Robert Lloyd
100 E. El Roblar Dr., #108, Ojai, CA 93023
(805) 646-3802
robert@lahainacomputer.com
Graphic Design

Waite, Jacobs & Atkinson
Carolyn Vondriska
603 W. Ojai Avenue, Suite SD, Ojai, CA
93023
carolyn@wjalaw.com
Lawyers
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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CHAMBER

New

M I X E R S

CHAMBER MEMBERS

Scott Eicher with Laurel Moore,
Owner Azu, host of July Mixer

Catherine Lee,
owner Rancho
DeGranville with
Sandy Buechley

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

Donna Lloyd, with
Derby & Derby, Inc. and
Robert Lloyd, Lahaina Computer

Majestic Oak Vineyard
Tara Coble
321 E. Ojai Ave., Ojai, CA 93023
Downstairs
(805) 794-0272
Majesicoakvineyard@gmail.com
Wineries
Help Unlimited
Deirdre Daly
1765 Goodyear, Suite 201
Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 645-6990
ddaly@helpunlimited.com
Healthcare
Caravan Outpost, LLC
Brad Stewart
317 Bryant St., Ojai, CA 93023
(805) 836-4891
letsgo@caravanoutpost.com
Lodging

Summer McComas, Enhanced Day Spa & Boutique, with
Tara Coble, Majestic Oak Winery

Scott Eicher with
Andy Gilman, New Member,
The Agora Foundation

Thank you!
to AZU for our July Mixer
to DAY SPA OF OJAI
for our August Mixer

Kim Wachter,
Owner Day Spa of Ojai

Join Us
on Sept. 22 for our Mixer at
THE DEER LODGE
on Oct. 27 for Mixer at
BESANT HILL SCHOOL

Ojai Valley Ranch Market
Hakim Barakat
445 Ventura Avenue
Oak View, CA 93022
(805) 649-881
ojaivalleyranchmarket@gmail.com
Food Products, Restaurants
The Agora Foundation
Andy Gilman
1129 Maricopa Hwy #156
Ojai, CA 93023
(805) 231-5974
greatbooksojai@gmail.com
Educational Foundation
Sullivan Solar Power
Tara Kelly
16 Technology Drive
Irvine, CA 92618
1-800-SULLIVAN
www.sullivansolarpower.com
Solar Electric System
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