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Professional Development Program begins in September
Sponsored by the University of Albany, this Chamber program of distinction (formerly known as Executive Institute) incorporates
top-notch connections and insider’s tours at a variety of leading industries throughout the capital region and now includes enhanced
networking and educational opportunities. The program provides great value for our Chamber business professionals looking to
expand their career horizons with a manageable schedule and affordable fees.
2017 Session Dates:
09.08 | 09.13 | 09.27 |10.04 | 10.11 | 10.18 | 11.01 | 11.08 | 11.15
(each afternoon session is approximately 2.5 hours)
Program alumni best convey the benefits of participating.
This is what Lauren Valentine, Sandler Training, Associate, Class of 2015 had to say:
“If you consider yourself a leader, or future leader within the Capital Region, I would highly recommend
Executive Institute (ACCESS) through The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County. This program not only allowed me to
build strong relationships with my fellow classmates that will last for years to come, but also allowed…(read the rest
of Lauren’s quote on page 7.)

SHOWCASE & SUPER MIXER
THE CHAMBER OF SOUTHERN
SARATOGA COUNTY

Women
in

BUSINESS

Thursday, May 4
Park Manor Hotel
7 Northside Drive, Clifton Park

•

5 -7:30pm

$5 Admission- Event Open to All
Business Professionals

Appetizers | Tasty Samples | Great Door Prizes | Cash Bar
Displays on WIB Member businesses

Chamber of Southern Saratoga County Golf Tournament
benefitting Chamber Angels
Scheduled for Monday, September 25 at The Edison Club
See page 9
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Cybersecurity


data from a ransomware infection. The backup solution
should be automatic, keep multiple copies offsite, and allow
for test restores. External hard drives or other attached storage devices can be susceptible malware on the network, this
is why data should also be stored offsite.
3. Stay up to date:
Many exploits target systems with out of date and unpatched
operating systems and applications. Out of date systems do
not get the benefit of the constant upgrades designed to
protect against the constant barrage of new vulnerabilities.
Operating systems that are off support like Microsoft
Windows XP and Microsoft Windows Server 2003 are
especially vulnerable.
4. Know before you go: Opening email attachments and
web surfing are the prime culprits in allowing malware into
your network. Users should be educated on what is “safe” to
open. With the increased sophistication in “phishing attacks”
education is often not enough. Content filtering blocks users
from accessing known harmful sights and protects the network and your critical data from attack.
5. Password Policies At this point we should all know
“Password” is not a good password but it still ranks at the
top of the list of commonly used passwords. A good password should be at least 8-10 characters and use a mixture of
upper and lower case letters, numbers, and special characters
like $ % ! or &. Additionally, the same user name and password should not be used across multiple websites. Once a
hacker gains access to that combination, they try it on other
websites and often can get your data on more than one site.
Passwords should also be changed regularly.
Contact: Gerryf@coldencompany.com for more information.

By Gerry Freedman, Colden Company, Inc.
It’s no secret these days that cyber-crime, data theft and malware
are on the rise. Since late 2013, ransomware has become a
$1 billion business worldwide, and well over 49 million strains
of malware have been unleashed into the digital world. While
there can never be any guarantee that your computer network
will not be compromised, these five fast facts will help tilt the
odds in your favor.
1. Know what data is on your network: While protecting
all of your data is crucial, certain data comes with a legal
requirement for protection. Information like Social Security
numbers, medical data and credit card information by law
must be protected, and if breached must be reported to the
proper governmental authority. The fines for breaches of this
data can be expensive, and ruin a company. Take the steps
to identify if and where you have this data on your network,
and if you must keep it, take extra steps like encryption to
protect it.
2. Backup, Backup, Backup: No data security plan is
complete without a robust backup solution. Backups can
save the day in the event of an accidentally deleted file, a hard
drive failure, or a ransomware infection. In fact, short of
paying the ransom, backup is the only way to recover your

Attention

Saratoga County Fair
July 18- 23

Valued Members:

It’s not too early to think about the fair!
The Chamber continues to expand its’ high profile
presence at the Saratoga County Fair with a larger
space than ever in 2017! We will have lots of great
information and displays about our valued member
businesses and our community work.
To that end- we will need some enthusiastic member
volunteers to come out, have some fun and help us
“staff” the Chamber tent!
The Fair is open 9am - Midnight daily so there are lots
of opportunities if you would like to be part of the fun!
If you volunteer for a four-hour shift, benefits include
a free fair day pass as well as the opportunity to have
your business information on display throughout the
fair. For more information or to sign up for a shift –
call the chamber office at 518.371.7748

The month of May is
Open Enrollment For
small group coverage
For MVP and CDPHP!
Coverage begins in July
(No open enrollment for any other plans)
Please call The Chamber’s Health Insurance Administrator
Bouchey & Clarke Benefits, Inc. at (518) 720-8888
for more information and enrollment/change form
Visit www.bouchey.com
for current health plans and pricing
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Members in the News

016 marked a banner year for visitation
at Saratoga National Historical Park.
Over 102,000 people visited the park
during the 100th anniversary year of the
National Park Service. This was a 58%
increase in park visitation from 2015. The
historic Schuyler House also received increased visitation in 2016 with 30% more
visitors than in 2015. “Seeing so many people come to experience their national park
is inspiring,” noted Park Superintendent
Amy Bracewell. “I hope every visitor found
their own personal connection with the
significance of this battlefield for American
independence.” In 2017 the park is hosting
Ranger programs, guided hikes, music
events, children’s programs, and many
more events every month. For the full
calendar visit www.nps.gov/sara
ilcenski & Pleat is
proud to announce
that
th Katherine Carpenter
passed
pa
the Bar and has
been
be admitted to practice
law
la in New York. Katy
will
w continue working
with
w Wilcenski & Pleat
as an associate attorney
at the firm’s main office.
Katherine
Katy
K
graduated cum
Carpenter
laude from Albany Law
School and received her Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science, cum laude, from Marist
College. Additional information about
Wilcenski & Pleat PLLC and its practice
can be found at www.WPLawNY.com.
ragon’s Alive invites local residents to
try paddling with the area’s most
exciting dragon boat team. Practice
seesions are held every Monday and
Thursday evenings at Mohawk Valley
Marine in Alplaus. Paddle, personal
floatation device and boatloads of fun
supplied- no experience needed! To arrange
a paddle date call 518.699.3033 or visit
www.dragonsalive.org.
he American School Counselor Association (ASCA) has announced Shenendehowa High School in Clifton Park, NY
as a Recognized ASCA Model Program
(RAMP) school. The RAMP designation,
awarded for aligning with the criteria in the
ASCA National Model, recognizes schools
that are committed to delivering a comprehensive, data-driven school counseling
program and an exemplary educational
environment. In addition, ASCA announced Shenendehowa as one of six
RAMP school recipients in the nation to
earn their prestigious RAMP School of
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Distinction award this year. Shenendehowa
will be honored at a recognition ceremony
at ASCA’s annual conference in Denver, CO
this July.
he Mohawk District-Twin Rivers
Council-Boy Scouts of America will be
hosting the 2017 Southern Saratoga Good
Scout Award Reception to honor a distinguished citizen and/or organization for their
service and dedication to young people and
the community. This year they are honoring
DOUG FORD and CURTIS LUMBER on
Thursday, June 1, 2017 at the Hilton
Garden Inn, Clifton Park. Curtis Lumber
has been a consistent, loyal champion
of local Boy Scouts. They have generously
donated materials for multiple projects
over the years and their staff often work
with the Eagle Scouts to help them design
projects. For more information visit
www.twinriverscouncilbsa.org
he 2017 Capital Region Go Red
for Women Luncheon is set for
Thursday, May 25, 2017, from 10 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. at The Albany Marriott.
Benita Zahn of WNYT is the emcee,
and Susan Spencer, editor-in-chief of
Woman’s Day magazine, is the keynote
speaker. There will be health information,
health screenings and a silent auction featuring “Purse-Onalities” donated by local
businesswomen. For information, visit
CapitalRegionNYGoRedLuncheon.heart.org
or call 518.626.8759.
embers and staff of Bright Horizons
Clifton Park recently built an igloo
of gallon milk jugs donated by Stewart’s
Shops. Representatives from PALS Early
Childhood Center came to pick up the
donated igloo, which serves as a quiet place
in the center for the children to focus on
reading. In the past, Bright Horizons
frequently worked with PALS to incorporate intergenerational bonding between the
seniors and children. On Tuesday, May 16
Bright Horizons Clifton Park (1673 Route
9, Clifton Park, NY 12065) will host a
morning of networking and an open house
for members in the community to come and
see what our program has to offer. The networking session will be held from 9am to
11am and an open house for families will
go from 1pm to 3pm. For more information, call Donna Smith, Bright Horizons
Program Director at (518)459-7867.
he Chazen Companies was recently
awarded two Diamond Awards, the
highest level achievable, in Engineering Excellence and was honored at the 50th Annual Engineering Excellence Awards Gala
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in NYC. The Engineering Excellence
Awards were awarded for Chazen’s Kaal
Rock Connector Feasibility Study and for
the work with RSR Corp. for the Wet Electrostatic Precipitator (WESP) project.
“Chazen holds pride in all of our projects,
big or small. We are honored to be recognized for them,” said Mark Kastner, President, The Chazen Companies. “A happy
client is what drives us. Receiving honors,
such as the Diamond Awards, only make us
more grateful.” For more information, visit
www.chazencompanies.com.
enifer Marten has
been promoted to vice
president and commerpr
cial relationship manager
ci
at Ballston Spa National
B
Bank (BSNB), accordin
ing to Chris Dowd, preside
dent and CEO. In this
po
position, Ms. Marten is
re
Jenifer Marten responsible for managing
commercial banking
relationships. Ms. Marten joined BSNB in
2005 as an assistant vice president, retail
sales manager and was promoted in 2014
to assistant vice president, commercial relationship manager. Active in the community,
she is the 2017 board chair for the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County. As a
long-time volunteer with the Chamber, she
led the Women in Business committee
in 2015 and 2016 as chairwoman.
For further information, visit
www.bsnb.com
he Language Learning Institute is
proud to be starting new classes in
French and Spanish for children ages 2
through 5 in Clifton Park. These fun and
interactive classes are for those enrolled at
the Kidz Lodge. Additionally, this summer
they are offering summer camps in French,
Spanish and Mandarin Chinese, in Latham
and Clifton Park. Enrollment is now open,
visit the website for more information.
www.learninglearninginstitute.com
he 10th annual Pet Fest- Home Show
of Clifton Park will take place Saturday, September 16 on the grounds of St.
Edwards Church. There will be many special attractions and the always memorable
Blessing of the Pets. Everyone is invited to
bring their pets or adopt one from the
several shelters that will be present. Special
discounts are being offered to chamber
members who would like to participate.
Contact Frank Demetrowitz at
518.371.4547 for further information.
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Chamber 50th Anniversary Celebration
Congratulations to the
2016 Chamber Annual Award Winners!
On April 26th, nearly 300 chamber members and guests gathered at the Hilton Garden Inn-Clifton Park for the Chamber’s 50th
Anniversary Celebration. It was a grand evening and the event was held in Clifton Park to recognize the town where the chamber
was founded by in 1967- and is still located today.
It’s impossible to know where to start in extending thanks to all who contributed to this wonderful evening- including all our
valued sponsors, the gracious Hilton Garden Inn and Mazzone Hospitality management and staff and all our fantastic
chamber members who were in attendance!
Among the many highlights of this special evening was the presentation of the Annual Achievement Awards
to the following deserving Chamber members:
The Endurance Award was given to The Connors Agency for their dedication to excellence in achieving long term success and
for contributions to the quality of life in the Southern Saratoga region. A chamber member since 2014.
The Inspiration Award was given to CAP COM Federal Credit Union for inspiring all businesses in Saratoga County by forging
collaborations and implementing forward thinking programs to achieve their mission. A chamber member since 2004.
The Entrepreneurial Success Award was given to Vischer Ferry General Store for outstanding talent and passion for their business as well as exhibiting innovation, risk taking and exceptional creativity in business. A chamber member since 2014.
The Innovation Award was given to Field Goods, LLC for outstanding talent and passion for their business as well as exhibiting
innovation and facilitating change in Southern Saratoga County. A chamber member since 2016.
The Strong Community Award was given to CDPHP for their collaborative spirit and contribution to the strength and wellness
in the Southern Saratoga County Community. A chamber member since 1988.
The Chamber honored Kathleen O’Neil- Teal, Becker & Chiaramonte, CPAs, PC, in appreciation for her exceptional dedication to
the children and families in Southern Saratoga County. Teal, Becker & Chiaramonte - a founding chamber member in 1967.
Donna Connors - On the Go Concierge & Events was honored with Ambassador of the Year for outstanding support of the
Chamber membership, programs and events. A chamber member since 2014.

Spring & Summer Networking Events
Don’t miss out on all the warm weather fun your chamber has planned for youmark your calendar!
5.11
6.08
7.13
8.03
8.10
8.17
8.22
8.23
8.29

5:30 – 7:30 PM
5:30 – 7:30 PM
5:30 – 7:30 PM
5:00 – 7:00 PM
5:30 – 7:30 PM
5:30 – 7:30 PM
8:00 – 9:30 AM
Noon – 6:00 PM
4:00 – 6:00 PM

Business After Hours – Holiday Inn Express, Clifton Park
Business After Hours- Empire Exhibits, Mechanicville
Business After Hours- Powers Inn & Pub, Halfmoon
WIB Summer Mixer- Edison Club, Rexford
Business After Hours- Recovery Sports Grill, Malta
Joint Mixer After Hours- McGreivey’s, Waterford
Speed Networking- Coburg Village, Clifton Park
Leadership Circle Day at the Track- Saratoga Race Course, Saratoga Springs
Member Appreciation Day- Shmaltz Brewery, Clifton Park
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ƐŽĨϮϬϭϳ͕^ĂƌĂƚŽŐĂŽƵŶƚǇǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞŝƐŶŽǁǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ
^^͘dŚŝƐŵƵůƟ-ǁĞĞŬƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŽĨĚŝƐƟŶĐƟŽŶƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ
ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞƐĂŶĚĂŵďŝƟŽƵƐ͕ĐĂƌĞĞƌŵŝŶĚĞĚƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ
ĂƵŶŝƋƵĞĂŶĚƵƉ-ĐůŽƐĞƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŽŶ͛ƐĮŶĞƐƚ
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐΘŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͘

͞ƵƌƟƐ>ƵŵďĞƌǁŝůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ^ĂƌĂƚŽŐĂŽƵŶƚǇ
ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞĞǀĞƌǇǇĞĂƌĂƐƚŚĞŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚŝƐŵŝŶŝŵĂů
ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚƚŽƚŚĞǀĂůƵĞǇŽƵŐĞƚŝŶƌĞƚƵƌŶ͟
ŽƵŐ&ŽƌĚ͕ƵƌƟƐ>ƵŵďĞƌ͕sŝĐĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚʹ^ĂůĞƐΘWƵƌĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ
͞ůĂƐƐŽĨϮϬϬϳ͟

tŚǇŶƌŽůůdŽĚĂǇ͍
x

x

x

͞/ĐĂŶŶŽƚƐĂǇĞŶŽƵŐŚŐŽŽĚƚŚŝŶŐƐƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐŵǇĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ
ƵŝůĚǀĂůƵĂďůĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨĂĐŽŚŽƌƚƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͘/ǁĂƐƐŽŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨ
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƐĂĚǇŶĂŵŝĐΘĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĞƐǁĞĞǆƉůŽƌĞĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞƚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁĂƐƉƌŝĐĞůĞƐƐ͘/
ůĞĂƌŶĞĚƐŽŵƵĐŚĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŵŽĚĞůƐ
/ŶƐŝĚĞƌdŽƵƌƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂŶƵƉ-ĐůŽƐĞƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞŽĨƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŝŵƉĂĐƚƚŚĂƚĞĂĐŚŚĂƐŝŶƵƉƐƚĂƚĞEzĂŶĚďĞǇŽŶĚ͘͟
ƌĞŐŝŽŶΖƐŵŽƐƚĚǇŶĂŵŝĐďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ
tĞŶĚǇŝĞĨĞŶĚŽƌĨ͕dŚĞ^ĂŐĞŽůůĞŐĞƐ͕^ĞŶŝŽƌŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨ
EĞƚǁŽƌŬĂŶĚďƵŝůĚǀĂůƵĂďůĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁŝƚŚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ͕
'ƌĂĚƵĂƚĞĂŶĚĚƵůƚĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐͮ͞ůĂƐƐŽĨϮϬϭϱ͟
ĐŝǀŝĐĂŶĚĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůĞĂĚĞƌƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƌƌĞŐŝŽŶ

x

ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ^^ŽīĞƌƐďĞƐƚƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĐĂŶ
ŝŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌŽǁŶďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ

x

WƌŽŐƌĂŵŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐǇŽƵǁŝƚŚĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇƚŽ
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞͬ^^ĂůƵŵŶŝ
ĞǀĞŶƚƐ

͞tĞƚĂŬĞƉƌŝĚĞŝŶŚĂǀŝŶŐĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨŽƵƌĐŽŵƉĂŶǇƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ
ĞĂĐŚǇĞĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƌĞǀŝĞǁƐŽŶƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘DŽƐƚŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞŝƐƚŚĞƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŐĂŝŶĞĚďǇŽƵƌ
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐŽĨŽƵƌǀŝďƌĂŶƚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚŬĞǇƉůĂǇĞƌƐŝŶŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘͟

x

ŝůů'ŽŵĞǌ͕WƌĞƐƟŐĞ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ'ƌŽƵƉ͕sWŽĨKƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶĂů
ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚͮ͞ůĂƐƐŽĨϮϬϬϵ͟

;ϱϭϴͿϯϳϭ-ϳϳϰϴͮůŝǌΛƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶƐĂƌĂƚŽŐĂ͘ŽƌŐ

>ĂƵƌĞŶsĂůĞŶƟŶĞ͕^ĂŶĚůĞƌdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͕ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞͮ͞ůĂƐƐŽĨϮϬϭϱ͟

ŽŵƉůŝŵĞŶƚĂƌǇĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐŚĞĂĚ-ƐŚŽƚĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞǁŝƚŚ
ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ^^ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌ͕DĂƌŬDŽƌĂŶĚ͕DĂŝŶĨƌĂŵĞ
WŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ
Η/ĨǇŽƵĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨĂůĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŽƌĨƵƚƵƌĞůĞĂĚĞƌǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞ
ĂƉŝƚĂůZĞŐŝŽŶ͕/ǁŽƵůĚŚŝŐŚůǇƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ
x EŝŶĞǁĞĞŬƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƌƵŶƐŵŝĚ-^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌʹŵŝĚ-EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŚĂŵďĞƌŽĨ^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ^ĂƌĂƚŽŐĂŽƵŶƚǇ͘dŚŝƐ
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕ŶŽƚŽŶůǇĂůůŽǁĞĚŵĞƚŽďƵŝůĚƐƚƌŽŶŐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁŝƚŚ
ŵǇĨĞůůŽǁĐůĂƐƐŵĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƚǁŝůůůĂƐƚĨŽƌǇĞĂƌƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ͕ďƵƚĂůƐŽ
ĂůůŽǁĞĚĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƐŝĚĞƌ͛ƐůŽŽŬŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǀĂƌŝŽƵƐŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĞƐĂŶĚ
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐůĞĂĚŝŶŐŽƵƌƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘ƐĂƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨǁŚĂƚ/ůĞĂƌŶĞĚŝŶ
ϮϬϭϳEZK>>DEdEKtKWE
ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͕/ǁĂƐďĞƩĞƌĂďůĞƚŽƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŵǇĐŽŵƉĂŶǇΖƐ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂŶĚďƵŝůĚƐƚƌŽŶŐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁŝƚŚŬĞǇďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŽǁŶĞƌƐ
ŽŶƚĂĐƚ>ŝǌZŽŐŐĞŶďƵĐŬĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͗
ƚŚĂƚĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇůĞĚƚŽĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞŝŶŶĞǁďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘Η
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Why Golf is a Very Good
Life – and Business Skill

What’s the second point?
Far too often, women are losing out on this opportunity to play
golf. The reasons are many, but women still represent a very
small percentage of the golfing population and as such it does
not surprise me that they don’t represent more fortune 500
companies. This may sound ridiculous, but the fastest way to a
board seat at IBM might be a board seat at IBM Country Club.
Golf is a gateway. You break down barriers with familiarity, and
trust me, four hours of golf once a week creates familiarity.

A message to women chamber members or any chamber member…
Who is hesitant to learn to play or to play
in a golf tournament for business from
Edison Club General Manager Craig McLean

What’s the third point?

I have worked in Country Clubs for 36 years. Private country
clubs. In many cases very private. Can I define very private?
We’re talking the stereotypical socially elite clubs of the past –
no women, no diversity – something only seen today in the
movies or on TV.

Private clubs aren’t so private anymore. Blame it on what you
like, the truth is private golf and country clubs are struggling to
find their place in the future. Clubs are reinventing themselves
to be more reflective of the communities they serve, and if they
don’t they will become condos. In most cases now they are very
family orientated and gender neutral. Programs abound for those
looking to improve their game and the clubs are bending over
backwards to bring in new families. Private clubs are more
expensive than public golf, but given the cost today of entertainment, vacations and youth sports I would classify it as a tremendous value with lifelong benefits. I say that from the standpoint
that all of the good things remain. Relationships are forged,
business is done, children not only learn the game of a lifetime,
they learn how to act or more importantly interact with adults
on level terms.

As I grew up in a very progressive and liberal household, I am
not sure how I reconciled spending 365 days a year working in
these environments with what they represented. The easiest
answer was that I loved to play golf and these country clubs
provided me access to some of the best golf courses in the
world… so I figured I could overlook a few details.
Don’t get me wrong. There were a lot of great people at every
Country Club too. Plenty of the members at these clubs were
good, hard-working people. Many gave much back to the
community, be it in the jobs their business’s created or in the
other philanthropic and volunteer work they did for their
communities.

Final Point
Golf is good, private clubs are evolving and if you are a women
in business you should not overlook golf as a way to have a
healthy hobby that just may, and most likely will, grow your
social and professional life.
__________
Craig McLean is the General Manager and Director of Golf at
The Edison Club. He has worked in all aspects of private
country clubs for over three decades and is a PGA member.
__________
The Edison Club located in Rexford, NY is a member owned
private country club offering 27 holes of championship golf,
swimming, tennis, dining and banquet and meeting facilities.

So what’s the point?
The point is that golf is a very good game and the vast majority
of people who play it are very good people. The very nature of
the game retains good people. You play for a lifetime and never
stop trying to improve. There are no shortcuts. It takes practice,
patience and discipline. The game reveals character too. At this
point I think I could pretty much tell you a person’s life story
after spending 18 holes with them. Another benefit is that you
are outdoors walking for 2-4 hours without cell phones and
interruptions. When was the last time you spent four uninterrupted hours with anyone!
Kids can play with grandparents and everyone is just one thing a golfer. In today’s era of hyper over attention doted on kids,
it is often on the golf course that a child has their first significant
experience in being treated as a peer by adults. The kid that
catch’s up to the twosome or threesome and is invited to join
them is now faced with fitting in. These are not her parents or
her sports coach. She has to hold up her end of the conversation
on equal footing, interact, and take the opportunity to listen and
learn a few things … and not always about golf. Networking is
born!!! I dare say I have seen countless more “life scholarships”
earned on the golf course than I have seen college scholarships
won by mediocre athletes.

The Chamber Extends
Sincere Thanks To

For sponsoring the
Chamber’s Veteran’s Program for 2017
This important and ongoing program of The Chamber of
Southern Saratoga County provides our most deserving
United States Veterans with valuable business resources.

Golf, with its four hours of un-interruption, builds relationships.
People do business with, hire and get hired by people with whom
they have relationships. Golfers share ideas; they let their guard
down. It’s hard to be full of yourself when you just hit your
seventh shot into the lake!
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Chamber of
Southern Saratoga County
Golf Tournament
Benefitting the Chamber Angels
The Edison Club, Rexford
Monday, 09.25.17
Known as one of the best golf tournaments in Southern
Saratoga County, the Chamber’s Annual Golf Tournament is
moving to September for 2017! Mark yourself “out of the office” on September 25 and enjoy the spectacular beauty of the
Edison Club in the early fall. The tournament provides members and their guests the perfect opportunity to enjoy a day on
the links with business colleagues, friends, clients and prospects.
A wide range of sponsorships are available for this high-profile
chamber 50th anniversary event. Watch your email and the
summer issue of the Bridges newsletter for details- or contact
Nigar Hale at nigar@southernsaratoga.org or 518.371.7748 for
first opportunities.
_____
Partial proceeds raised will go to the Southern Saratoga Chamber Angels to fund the holiday gift list fulfillment of children
from local families in financial distress.

Saratoga County
Executive Institute
Alumni Reunion/VIP Reception
Hyatt Place Hotel Saratoga/Malta

07.25
5pm – 7pm
Attention all alumni of Saratoga County
Executive Institute & Chamber Leadership Circle/
Visionary Partner Members
Don’t miss this exclusive reception
offering high level connections.
Watch your mail for your invitation.
Register at southernsaratoga.org or by calling

When:
Where:
Why?

The Chamber
extends a Big

June 21 9am - 10am
Chamber Office
To take Full Advantage of Your Membership!

!"#$%"&'(#)$#*+#,-.$&$/01$!2345$678$$
$$$$$

THANK YOU

$$$$+9$9:)$,#;$<0((9,$%:++0,1$=>9,.9)$

to our new Ribbon Cutting Sponsor

Learn how to maximize the return on your membership investment! Join Chamber Membership Consultant Sandy McAlonie
and take advantage of the opportunity to Q & A with Chamber
President Pete Bardunias. Tell us why you joined the chamber
and bring your marketing brochures to display at the chamber
office. Find out about getting involved with committees, marketing and sponsorship opportunities, health insurance options,
meet the chamber ambassador team and so much more!
Class is FREE and open to all members.
Class is limited to 40 – Register Today • southernsaratoga.org

$
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Chamber Spotlight
Celebrating 50 Years with VTO Days at
EXEControl
Global Solutions
_____________________________
50 YEARS!!! Much has changed in the world of computing in
the last 50 years and we at EXEControl Global Solutions are excited to share our 50th anniversary with the community that has
supported us for half a century. We have begun to celebrate in a
manner opposite to tradition. Birthdays and anniversaries usually bring an abundance of gifts and well wishes. Instead, we at
EXEControl Global Solutions have chosen to give back to that
generous community through 50 acts of voluntary service.

Our goal is to impact 50 different organizations during 2017,
our 50th year doing business in the Capital Region of New York
State and beyond. Our way of saying, “Thank you!” We will be
posting pictures of the volunteer work at
www.execontrol.com/50th-anniversary . The site is regularly updating, so please follow along as we reach our goal. Should you
have any volunteer ideas, we would love to hear them at vto@execontrol.com.

Our staff have each received 12 hours of VTO: Volunteer Time
Off. These paid hours can be used to volunteer at their organization of choice. We are learning about people and place outside of
ourselves. Highlights include visiting the elderly, directing road
races, distributing dictionaries, judging a science fair, and setting
up a book sale. Our children have also been included on several
of these adventures.

To all members of the Southern Saratoga Chamber, we hope
you’ll take advantage of our 50th Anniversary Celebration Gift
of a Free Network Assessment. This has no cost or obligation
and can be redeemed by calling 518-688-8700 or visiting execontrol.com/freeaudit.asp.

THE CHAMBER OF SOUTHERN
SARATOGA COUNTY

Women

SAVE THE DATE

in

BUSINESS

Women in Business Committee members are very proud of their
work supporting Wellspring for the past 12 years. Donations of
women’s essential care items, new backpacks and school supplies
are now being collected to provide assistance to local families who
are facing domestic violence issues. Items can be dropped off at
the chamber office any time during regular business hours.
The WIB Committee appreciates the generosity
of the many chamber members who have supported
Baskets of Hope/Backpacks of Hope/New Beginnings Baskets
over the years!

Chamber Angels Luncheon
Thursday, 11.02.17
Park Manor Hotel- Clifton Park
Watch for further details!

Is Your Company Information
Correct in the Chamber Database?

Save the Date
WIB Annual Fall Luncheon – Friday, October 20th
Holiday Inn- Saratoga Springs

It's important that we have the most up-to-date contact
information on your company, including current staff members
and their email addresses. Please check your information by
logging onto the Members-only section of the Chamber website
at www.southernsaratoga.org and review the information
that is on file for your business. If you do not yet have your
username and password, please contact the chamber office
at 371-7748.

WIB Committee Annual Sponsor

10

50th

Anniversary Celebration
Photos Courtesy of
Mark Morand- Mainframe Photography
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Order Early,

Save

BIG!
Take delivery
by May 15 and

SAVE $10
Reg.: $145 • Sale: $135
INCLUDES DELIVERY

Resealable top

We deliver an overstuffed
cubic yard bag right to your home!

PERFECT FOR

BLACK GARDEN SOIL
from Saratoga Sod Farm
Nutrient-rich blend of local
compost and peat loam
Black Mulch Also Available

Order online at:

Vegetable
Gardens

Flower
Beds

Top Dressing
Lawns

Ask about our overseeding kit

SaratogaSod.com

Swing

into action in time for summer
Discover how an Edison Club
ȱȱȱȱęȱ¢ȱǯǯǯ

SCHEDULE

FAMILY BUDGET

ȱěȱȱ ǰȱ
regular golf members:

1 YEAR FREE!

ěǱ
Women’s Golf Association Corporate Membership Opportunities
7 Member Leagues 20+ Member Tournaments
Private Event Space for Business Meetings & Functions
¢ȱȱȱȱȱ ǰȱȱǭȱ
For Information: membership@edisonclub.com or 518.399.2393 ext. 318
The Edison Club
891 Riverview Road, Rexford | edisonclub.com

ADKtechs
We put the IT in SECURITY
by offering the following services
CYBER
SECURITY

MANAGED
SERVICES

MOBILITY
SOLUTIONS

VIRTUALIZATION

UNIFIED
STRUCTURED
COMMUNICATIONS CABLING

LONG-TERM
SUPPORT

WE MAKE
TECHNOLOGY
WORK FOR YOU
info@adktechs.com
518-638-2020
Proud partners with

For details on all Chamber events including Time, Location, Cost and Sponsors
Log onto www.southernsaratoga.org or call 518.371.7748
25 Mindset for Success — Start Up
13 Business After Hours —Powers Inn
Smart Seminar — Chamber
& Pub, Halfmoon
Digital Marketing —
29 Memorial Day —
18- 23
Start Up Smart Seminar — Chamber
Chamber Office Closed
Saratoga County Fair —Ballston Spa
WIB Showcase & Super Mixer —
25 Executive Institute Alumni/
Park Manor Hotel, Clifton Park
VIP Reception- Hyatt Place Malta/
8
Business After Hours —
Legal Issues and the Emerging
Saratoga
Empire Exhibits, Mechanicville
Business — Start Up Smart Seminar
13 Executive ACCESS Info Session —
— Chamber
Chamber
Business After Hours Mixer —
3
WIB Summer Mixer —
14 Transfer Your Stress — Chamber
Holiday Inn Express, Clifton Park
Edison Club, Rexford
21 Digital Marketing Boot Camp —
Executive ACCESS Info Session —
10 Business After HoursMembership 101 —Chamber
Chamber
Recovery Sports Grill, Malta
27 Speed Networking —
Digital Marketing Boot Camp —
17 Joint Mixer After HoursCentury House, Latham
Chamber
McGreivey’s, Waterford
28 Transfer Your Stress — Chamber
Sales and the Selling Process
22 Speed Networking —
— Start Up Smart Seminar —
Coburg Village, Clifton Park
Chamber
23 Leadership Circle Day at the Track —
Visionary Partner Luncheon —
Saratoga Racecourse
Saratoga Casino Hotel
3-4 Happy 4th of July —
29 Member Appreciation Day —
Chamber office Closed

May
4

June

11

August

17

18

23

July

