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The Stage is Set – Compliments of Mother Nature
We have the perfect winter playground – it’s
show time! Your Chamber is ready for Icebox
Days XXXVII, January 18-22. Are you ready?
The festival will see the return of several
traditional wacky events, such as the smoosh
races, frozen turkey bowling, the Frostbite
Falls Golf Open, toilet seat toss, and the beach
party…just to name a few.
The Freeze Yer Gizzard Blizzard Run 5k and
10K will see big changes as the start and finish
have been moved to the heart of the historic
downtown district – Backus Community Center.
A beer garden will coincide with a Friday night
pasta feed, Blind Joe concert, Community
Wellness Expo and Saturday’s Blizzard Run race
reception and awards ceremony.
We have a few other new events as well,
including canoe races (yes, canoe) in Ranier,
and a put-put miniature golf course that will
be open throughout the festival in Ranier, and
Donkey basketball at the High School!
We have some very exciting news
- thanks to KGHS-KSDM, five
members of the MN Twins organization will be in International
Falls to help kick off Icebox Days,
Wednesday, January 18, 11:00
AM by the High School’s baseball field. We will
be staging some smoosh races and turkey
bowling with the High School’s and RRCC’s
athletic teams and will serve hot chocolate and
cookies. We invite you to this very special kickoff! (Even TC Bear will be there!)
In this issue, you have a 9” x 12” poster of Icebox
Days, bearing the resemblance of a Voyageur
riding an Icebox on skis, while frozen turkeys,
bowling pins, smoosh boards, among other
festival props are comically strewn in the wake.
Please help us market Icebox Days by putting

the poster up in a visible location. The Chamber
would like to recognize and thank Jim and
Melody Woods of J2M Apparel & Stride Fitness
for their leadership in securing this new poster
artwork for us again this year. As part of our
re-branding of Icebox Days, you will be seeing
more of this frosty Voyageur and his iconic Icebox.
There’s a snow hill of other events occurring
during the festival on the Chamber’s website
www.ifallschamber.com and our Facebook
page. Schedules will also be inserted into The
Journal prior to Icebox Days.
See you “out and about” January 18
through the 22nd!

Limited Edition Icebox Days Buttons Now
Available Get ‘em while you can!

A small quantity of limited edition Icebox Days
buttons have been produced and are available for
sale at the Chamber office, (301 2nd Avenue). $5

The International Falls Area Chamber of Commerce is a membership driven organization committed to providing
a voice for our business community while advocating for the retention and expansion of jobs.
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Chamber Member Spotlight
WoodsPort Cottages
Owning
a
small lodging
business
in
Ranier
appeared to be
the appropriate challenge
and adventure needed
when Mary
Ann Woods
Kasich learned in mid 1995
that her family (husband
Wayne and daughters Rana
and Mari) would be trekking
back north nine months
later for her husband’s final
years as a newspaper publisher. Having grown up in
Ranier and being surrounded
with ideas and visions of
Ranier’s future, it was a
natural leap to develop a
tourism business. The first
cottage was purchased in
1987 as a summer family
getaway. Mary Ann found
several more in 1996 prior
to moving back, preserving
a slice of Ranier’s history to
share
with
others.
WoodsPort Cottages was
born. As Gateway to
Voyageur’s National Park
and bordered by Rainy Lake
and Rainy River, Mary Ann
views Ranier as the perfect
setting for these unique,
quaint, year-round cottages,
available for nightly and
weekly stays. Longer stays
and leased rentals are also
available. WoodsPort Cottages give a glimpse into
Ranier’s simpler past but
still have Wi-Fi and TV. Trees,

Welcome Aboard Julia!
Your Chamber is pleased to announce
the hiring of Julia Herbert. Julia will
work part-time for the Chamber,
and also works part-time at Backus
Community Center. Julia is a talented young woman who specializes in
project planning and communications. The Chamber and CVB team
of Pete Schultz, Ashley Farmer and
Shawn Mason are delighted to have
her on board. Welcome Julia!

bushes, flowers and gardens
create privacy in each yard
with grills, fire pits, decks or
patios and lots of parking.
Comfort and a coziness enhance the personality of
each WoodsPort Cottage.
Mary Ann hopes these
cottages will continue to
preserve and reflect the history
of our area for future generations.

Landing, Ranier, throughout the summer celebrating
the area’s beautiful sunsets!
Visit the page- Ranier
Rainy Lake Sunsets - to
view local sunset photos
and to watch for sunset
activities. Recently, sunrise
and other special moon and
sun events were added to
photo submissions.
Future plans include renting
out retail space at the
historical Bank Building
purchased in 2001 to
encourage the growth of
shops in Ranier. Leased
apartments are also available.

She and her husband Wayne
reside in Ranier on Rainy
Lake
where
customers
are invited to use the
WoodsPort Dock and sauna.

Contact Info:
Mary Ann Kasich
WoodsPort Cottages
218.286.4034
www.woodsport.com
info@woodsport.com
FB page - WoodsPort Cottages

In addition, WoodsPort
Cottages is the founder
(2013) and sponsor of
Ranier Rainy Lake Sunsets. A facebook page
which
encourages
the submission of Rainy
Lake or Rainy River sunset
photos. Several events are
planned at Spruce Street

Caring for our

Community
Family Medicine at
International Falls Clinic
2501 Keenan Drive
218.283.9431

Same-day
appointments
available
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The Convention & Visitors Bureau generously granted the Chamber
$2,500 to market Icebox Days outside of the International Falls
area. A substantial amount of the funds were allocated to social
media marketing strategies via Spectrum Reach.
Chamber members pictured here donated their time to make a video
to disseminate on personal devices and websites in our target
market areas. In addition, the marketing team posted the video
on Facebook, which has attracted tremendous attention, reaching
over 100,000 people and garnering 42,000 + views as of the third
week in December.
In this picture, video producer Danielle Schermerhorn
(ZABAVA) directs Voyageur Paul Kavan (Loony’s Brew) for his next
move, while co-producer Ted Saxton(Small Town Tech) readies
the camera in the background.

Congratulations!
BorderBoxes & Epic Threads

Reed Realty

Pictured Left to Right are Ashley Farmer, Admin. Assistant/Chamber Ambassador, Julia Herbert, Admin. Assistant/Chamber Ambassador, and the owners
Leesa, Tony and Clara Palm.

Pictured Left to Right are Abby Oveson, Assistant, Shannon Arnold, Agent,
Lynda Cottrell, Chamber Ambassador and Ashley Farmer, Chamber Ambassador/Admin. Assistant.

The Chamber Ambassadors presented a Recognition Plaque to
BorderBoxes and Epic Threads for the relocation of their business!
The two businesses are now located at 1801 Second Avenue
West. If you haven’t been to the new location, go check it out!
Also - Check out our #TeamAshley gear!!

The Chamber Ambassadors presented a Recognition Plaque to
Reed Realtyfor the relocation of their business! Reed Realty is
now located at 1631 Second Avenue West. If you haven’t been
to the new location, go check it out!
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Welcome New Chamber Member Businesses
Mr. Pete Foundation

Studio 53 Fabric & Gifts

The Mr. Pete Foundation is in its third
year of operation. Started by Falls
natives Kim Sundin Oppelt and Gina
Peterson Skopinski, the foundation
is named in honor of Mike Peterson, a long time elementary school
teacher and hockey coach in ISD 361.
The mission of the organization is to
provide funding to teachers to provide innovative and fun instruction
in their classroom. To date, the Mr.
Pete Foundation has raised almost
$50,000 for schools in the area. Projects funded include intensive art instruction, coding projects, iPad and
tablets for schools and classrooms,
and technological reading support.
The main fundraising event for the
Mr. Pete Foundation is the annual
silent auction and legacy awards ceremony. During this event, the foundation honors teachers who have
made strides in providing innovative, forward-thinking instruction
to students. Past winners of this award include Gail Rasmussen and
Molly Pavleck.
Foundation founders: Kim
Sundin Oppelt & Gina Peterson Skopinski

If you’d like to learn more about the foundation, please visit their
website at www.mrpetefoundation.org or follow them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mrpetefoundation.

Val (Jackson) Sjoblom, owner of
Studio 53 Fabric and Gifts began
her journey in 2006, when she recognized the need for a machine
quilter in International Falls. She
began “On a Wing and a Prayer
Quilting”, and in 2012, she expanded to her second adventure,
“Fotos on Fabric”. This facet of
the business includes the printing
of large and small images on fabric around the world. Their works
include printed sound boards for
theaters, wildlife prints for National Geographic photographers
in Africa, prayer shawls for Israel, prints for Ireland, Australia,
Canada, many other countries and every state in the United
States. Currently displayed in the store is a life size photo
(copy) of Marie Antoinette, printed for the Brooklyn, New
York Museum. In 2014, Val purchased Dr. Himes building
and opened Studio 53 Fabric and Gifts in 2015. The studio is
filled with 3,000 choices of fabric and gifts with an attitude,
including bling, custom dish towels and she has now added
wonderful and delicious gourmet foods. Check her out!
Contact Studio 53:
Located 3 blocks south of McDonald’s, Highway 53
Facebook
Fotosonfabric.com
Onawingquilting.com
218-285-9962

Sears & Northland Sales and Service

Family medicine
for yyour family.
y
Jay Knaak, MD | Brad Reiners, PA-C | Amber Biondich, FNP-BC | Nicki Busch, FNP-BC | Nancy Burmeister, FNP-BC

Welcome to your state-of-the-art home for family medicine. A community-owned,
community-directed destination that comes complete with our family practice providers:
Jay Knaak, MD, Brad Reiners, PA-C, Amber Biondich, FNP-BC, Nicki Busch, FNP-BC, and
Nancy Burmeister, FNP-BC.
It’s a home that will help reduce the need for Borderland folks to leave the Borderland for
care. It’s about care. About compassion. About community. Rainy Lake Medical Center is one
more example of community working for you.
To move your family medicine to Rainy Lake Clinic,
please stop in or call (218) 283-5503.

Here.

1400 HIGHWAY 71
INTERNATIONAL FALLS

(218) 283-5503

912 MAIN STREET
LITTLEFORK
(218) 278-2000

rainylakemedical.com

Care. Compassion. Community.

We offer a variety of
name brand appliances
including Kenmore, LG,
GE, Samsung, Whirlpool,
Maytag and more. We
also offer a variety of
tools including Craftsman, Dewalt, Porter Cable and more. We also
carry Sealy mattresses
and Exercise equipment
and Electronics and Vacuums. Sears Hometown Stores are independently owned and operated and have the small town
atmosphere with very competitive prices. Majority of the time
if you don’t see an item you are looking for in the store we can
order it for you.
Northland Sales and Service
We service many name brand appliances including Kenmore,
LG, GE, Whirlpool, Maytag and more. We also service lawn
and garden equipment including Craftsman, MTD, Ariens, and
more. We also carry a small inventory of parts for appliances
and lawn and garden equipment
Sears & Northland Sales and Service
500 3rd Street
International Falls, MN 56649
218-285-7777
www.searshometownstores.com
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Welcome New Chamber Member Businesses
Borderland Young Professionals
Borderland Young Professionals (BYP) is
thrilled to be moving forward as an integral part of our community’s future success,
especially as a new member of the Int’l Falls
Chamber of Commerce. We will be hosting
our kickoff and first membership recruitment event on January 26. The mission
of BYP is to connect and empower young
professionals to foster community enrichment and professional development. Our vision for BYP is to
make a difference in the lives of people in the Borderland and
surrounding communities by providing professional development, opportunities for growth and advancement, cultivating
future leaders, and building a healthy and vibrant community.
We aspire to be a catalyst of the voices of our young professionals who are dedicated to affecting positive change.
Membership eligibility is as simple as BYP:
•

Borderland: Resident of Koochiching County

•

Age: 18-40 years

•

Professional: Individual who seeks to uphold the mission
and vision of BYP (blue collar, white collar, stay-at-home
parent, job seeker, student, etc.)

We look forward to meeting you at our kick-off event, everyone
is welcome whether you are looking to become a member or
simply to learn more about BYP and how you can support our
cause.
If you are interested in becoming a member, contact:
Alysa Hackenmueller
aahackenmueller@gmail.com
218-340-2594

Innovative Office Solutions
Since 2001, Innovative Office Solutions has been a progressive,
independent, full service provider of office products, furniture
and office productivity solutions,
while delivering selection, flexibility and customer-focused service. Innovative is more than just
a name…it’s the culture and the
fuel for our growth.
With a vision to “Make Your
Workplace More Productive,” Innovative’s culture is built upon the compelling brand promise of Expect Response, Expect Reduction and Expect Relief.
This strong customer-focused foundation has resonated in the
market as businesses and organizations partner with Innovative as their office solutions provider of choice. As a result, we
have consistently recognized double digit growth and have
grown to over 200 employees in three Minnesota-based office
locations.
The company’s growth has been driven by the expansion of
products and services, offering over 140,000 products (and
growing) that include traditional office and point-of-sale supplies, commercial and scholastic furniture, promotional products, printing, gift cards, signage, technology products, and
facility and break room supplies. This expansion has solidified
Innovative’s position as the preferred single source provider of
office solutions to thousands of businesses around Minnesota
and beyond.
Doug Biggin
Account Executive
Innovative Office Solutions

Ph: 218-214-7725
Cell: 218-766-6973
Email: dbiggin@innovativeos.com

Welcome New Individual Chamber Members
Shirley Schmidt

Mike Williams
Growing up in International Falls, I understand
what community is all
about. We may be isolated
in distance, but not in
spirit. Temperatures may
be cold, but our hearts are
always warm.
Ten years ago, I retired
from teaching at Rainy
River Community College.
Since then my husband,
Bruce, and I have had a full
schedule with traveling,
socializing, and volunteering.

Listening to Shawn and
Ashley on KGHS informing
the community about the many activities the Chamber offers
and displaying so much enthusiasm and leadership, I really
wanted to become part of the action.
I look forward to serving on the Chamber with a highly
motivated team!

statements of both organizations.

While in business at the
Kettle Falls Hotel and
later at the Thunderbird
Lodge I was an active
member of the Chamber.
I served on the Board of
Directors of the Chamber and also the Convention and Visitors Bureau
and am a past president
of both. I am a strong
supporter of the mission

I am now semi-retired. My summer months are busy with my
boat captain duties on Voyageurs National Park’s 49 passenger
tour boat the Voyageur, guiding fishermen on Rainy Lake and
fishing with family and friends. I have been averaging more
than one hundred days on the lake for many years now. Winters are less busy and I spend more time reading and writing
and am working on my second book about Kettle Falls and our
lake country. I also volunteer at the Park when called and with
projects at our Koochiching Museums.
For Mary and me we both hope all of you had a great holiday
season and have a healthy and happy 2017.
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Chamber Calendar

IF NOT
YOU,

January
1

New Year’s Day

3

Chamber Ambassadors Club Meeting

10

Chamber Board of Directors Meeting

12

Economic Development Committee Meeting

16

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

18-22 Icebox Days
19

CVB Board of Directors Meeting

19

Retail Committee Meeting

30

Arrowhead Ultra 135

February

IF NOT
NOW,

WHO?

www.voyageforward.org

WHEN?

Our Mission
To be the platform for growing a vibrant and thriving region through
community and economic development.
Our Vision
We are one community focused on the future which values our citizens,
environment, and unique culture. We are open to all ideas and value the
input from our citizens. We understand to improve; we must look to the
future and invest in community and economic development.
To that end, the Voyage Forward Champions and Stewards are passionate
and eager to put the Destiny Drivers into actionable projects and keep us on
track in our Journey to Success. We have had small successes and continue
to engage citizens in each of our Drivers.
The Business Workforce Needs Survey was published and available to all
business in Koochiching County in December. With nearly a 50% response
rate, the next task for the Workforce Development Team is to tabulate and
analyze all the data received from the survey. A HUGE shout-out to those
businesses that responded. Your input will prove invaluable in developing
programs to enhance our workforce to meet YOUR needs.

2

Ground Hog Day

4

Band It, the James Sewell Ballet – Backus
Community Center

5

Children’s Fun Day – Rainy Lake Visitors Center

9

Economic Development Committee Meeting

14

Chamber Board of Directors Meeting

14

Valentine’s Day

16

CVB Board of Directors Meeting

16

Retail Committee Meeting

20

Presidents’ Day

•

Voyage Forward Coalition

•

25

Rainy Lake SportFishing Club Derby

•

Voyage Forward KEDA
Marketing Partnership

Maximize Cross-Border
Opportunities

•

Outdoor Recreation and Tourism

•

Workforce Development

•

Quality of Life

•

Quality of Place

•

Grow and Diversify Business and Jobs

Backus Community Cafe – Tuesday & Thursday –
5:30pm to 6:00pm
Add your events to our community calendar!
Call or Email Ashley at the
Chamber & Visitors Bureau – 218.283.9400
or chamberadmin@intlfalls.org

The Outdoor Recreation and Tourism team has been going gang-busters!
Their goal is to create a different view of the many assets of our area such as
biking, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, birding, ATV and snowmobile trails. To
that end, in partnership with the Convention and Visitors Bureau, a Voyageur
ATV Club is now in place with a goal of expanding ATV Trails and connecting
them to neighboring communities. Additionally, the stewards have provided
letters of support to Big Falls for its campground expansion and are
supporting plans for a boardwalk in the Tilson Creek Ski Trail area.
These are just the highlights. You can read all the agendas, minutes, and
relative documents for each of the below Destiny Drivers on the newly
revamped Voyage Forward website www.voyageforward.org.

If you are passionate about our community, get involved with one of the
Destiny Drivers and help us make our community the best it can be. To stay
up to day, please sign up for updates on the website. If you are interested
in helping us on our Journey to Success or have questions, drop us an email
at info@voyagefoward.org.

Are you a Network Marketing
Professional
Come see Ashley at Consultant Connections
and we will get you started!!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
RECENTLY RENEWED
CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP

Join in on one of our many vendor events, become a
member of our Insiders group, advertise your business,
and more!! Consultant Connections is YOUR Network
Marketing Center!!

We appreciate you!

Looking to grow your business??

Contact Information:
328 3rd St. International Falls
networkmarketingcenters.com
(218) 373-1020
Follow us on FaceBook!!

Koerter’s Amoco &
Automatic Touchless
Car Wash

Replenish –
Yoga & Wellness

Minnesota’s Vacation Paradise®

International Falls, Ranier and Rainy Lake
Convention & Visitors Bureau
301 Second Avenue, International Falls, MN 56649
(218) 283-9400 • FAX (218) 283-3572 • 1-800-FALLS-MN • (800-325-5766)
www.rainylake.org • cvb@rainylake.org

Convention & Visitors
Board Members:
President
Kallie Briggs
Vice President
Bill Dougherty
Secretary
Mary Jane Haanen
Treasurer
Jeff McHarg
Bill Carlson
Doug Franchot
Kelly Franz
Lindsey Wagner Goulet
Eric Johnson
JoAnn Kellner
Steve Paulbeck
Danielle Schermerhorn
Mike Wellcome

Here’s to prosperity in
the New Year

show we have businesses ready to serve visitors. You can
check out the article online at http://www.laketimemagazine.com/international-falls/

The CVB presented an annual update to the International Falls and Ranier City Councils and the Koochiching County Board as 2016 drew to a close. The
report included good news, lodging tax collections
are up. We estimate the increase represents nearly
a half-million dollars in additional lodging spending. We also know lodging isn’t the only thing visitors spend money on, they also buy food and drink,
entertainment, guides, boat rentals, tours, gasoline,
groceries, gifts and souvenirs.
We hope to see another increase with the coming year. We have a concentration of promotion
planned for the first half of the year. Ads are
already appearing in the Explore Minnesota Tourism statewide guide, Lake Times Magazine and
Lake Superior Magazine’s Travel Issue. Ads are also
scheduled through on-line targeting, on Cable
TV and in the AAA Living Magazine in May/June
which will include a feature article on Voyageurs
National Park. Our area is also featured on the Chris
Martin Challenge TV Show. We also continue to post
to facebook and grow the subscription list for our
e-newsletter.

Further on in the magazine, there are two pages devoted to the Jim and Will Pattiz film on Voyageurs National Park. This short feature was shot using time lapse
and regular photography over the fall and released in
early November. If you haven’t see this exceptional mix
of northern lights, fall colors and spectacular scenery, you
need to. Visit https://www.morethanjustparks.com/voyageurs to see the film.

On-going promotions are generating increasing
numbers of direct requests for information and a
new and heavier concentration of promotion should
boost the numbers even higher. We know that our
information mailings result in some visitors coming
to stay. Wendy Harrison of California sent us a note
to let us know the information we mailed helped
her family plan an excellent vacation. Wendy added
that they plan to return.

Director
Pete Schultz

Welcome Bob

Administrative Assistant
Ashley Farmer

The CVB wants to take the time to welcome Robert
“Bob” DeGross to our community as the new Superintendent for Voyageurs National Park. Bob has been getting up to speed on what we are doing to promote the
Park and to learn about the wide range of opportunities
not only in the Park but in the surrounding area.

Lake Town!
Lake Times Magazine selected International Falls as their
Lake Town to be featured in the winter issue. There are
a couple pages of photos and text telling what a great
place International Falls is to visit. A couple pages of ads

A native of Wisconsin, Bob is familiar with seasons that
include winter and will enjoy getting back into some upper Midwest recreation. We look forward to working
with Bob on improving services for guests and ultimately
visitor numbers at all the park gateways.

The mission of the International Falls, Ranier and Rainy Lake Convention and Visitors
Bureau is to generate positive economic activity through travel and tourism in the areas
contributing to our lodging tax program.

