July 16, 2020
The Honorable Russell Vought
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20503
Subject: Support the recission of the Alaska Supplement to the Army Corps’
1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual
Dear Director Vought,
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the recission of the
Alaska Supplement to the Army Corps’ 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual
under Executive Order 13,891. Executive Order 13,891 lays out the rules for
keeping or discarding existing agency guidance documents. Please reference
the letter sent to Office of Management and Budget from the Pacific Legal
Foundation dated June 3, 2020.
Using that Executive Order, the Chamber urges OMB to withdraw the Alaska
Supplement as it was never reviewed or approved by Congress, it contradicts
the Clean Water Acts’ definition of permafrost, and the Army Corps has never
produced a “final wetlands delineation manual” as required by the 1993
Appropriations Act.
Using this Alaska Supplement, the Corps is improperly regulating permafrost
(frozen ground) as “Navigable Waters” under the Clean Water Act. By
designating immeasurable acreage as permafrost, the Army Corps is
attempting to assert jurisdiction over those lands beyond what is defined.
Economically, the Alaska Supplement has been detrimental for businesses all
over the state, including here in Fairbanks. The Alaska Supplement has been
used as a political tool to lock up lands used for resource development and
additionally it is being used as a revenue generating mechanism. Some permits
require landowners to set up a permanent preserve with their acreage,
rendering it unusable. For other permits, the mitigation is a monetary “fine” per
acre. Both circumstances are detrimental in the economic damages caused.
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The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 650 business members throughout Interior
Alaska. We work to advocate for the best business environment, promote economic strength and growth for
interior Alaska, and to develop the resources and networks enterprising people use to share knowledge.
Respectfully,

Marisa Sharrah
President/CEO

Sabrina Binkley
Board Chair
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