September 15, 2020

Sent electronically
Subject: Support Reopening of Schools Quickly and Safely
Dear Members of the FNSB School Board,
Thank you for your dedicated service to the local Fairbanks community and our
school system.
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce encourages you to bring children
back into school buildings as soon and safely as possible. We acknowledge that
this is not an easy task, and district staff are working hard with the healthcare
community to plan for all possible scenarios. We would like to add our voices to
the goal voiced by district officials, educators, and staff – to bring children back
into the classroom with proactive minimization of the health risks for everyone
involved.
The events of 2020 have reinforced the vital services that schools provide to our
community. Having students at school is best for kids, it’s best for parents, and
it’s best for the local economy. Teachers have professional expertise in
educational methods, and they are best suited to educate future citizens and
train the future workforce. Schools also provide an important service to the
economy by providing a safe and productive environment for children. Public
schools allow parents to participate in the workforce in ever-increasing
numbers. Our member businesses benefit from the skills and institutional
knowledge of these working parents. Having students at home, while it was a
necessary interim solution this spring, is putting increasing pressure on working
parents and their employers.
Educators and staff need to have the ability to do their jobs safely, and we
encourage the district to continue working with the Medical Advisory
Committee to address these needs based on the Alaska Smart Start Plan and
CDC guidelines.
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The Chamber would like to continue to be involved in this process as we move forward. There are huge
potential benefits to the community from resuming in-person education, and there are also risks. We would
like to remain engaged in the discussion about solutions.
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 650 business members throughout Interior
Alaska. We work to advocate for the best business environment, promote economic strength and growth for
interior Alaska, and to develop the resources and networks enterprising people use to share knowledge.
Respectfully,

Marisa Sharrah
President/CEO

Sabrina Binkley
Board Chair
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