April 24, 2019

Submitted via email
Re: Support for University of Alaska Land Grant
Dear Co-Chair Drummond, Co-Chair Story and Members of the House
Education Committee,
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports completing the land
grant promised to the University of Alaska (UA) under the 1915 Wickersham
Act. To date, America’s largest state has received nearly the smallest land
grant (with only Delaware and Hawaii receiving less). It is time for UA to
realize the benefits of the nation’s promise to support higher education.
A joint federal-state strategy is needed to remedy the university’s
longstanding land grant deficit. This strategy needs to facilitate the creation
of a permanent land endowment for UA that conforms to state constitutional
requirements, overcoming one of the key hurdles that has prevented
completion of the land grant in the past.
The completed portion of the land grant, totaling less than one quarter of the
promised acreage, already supports valuable programs such as the Alaska
Scholars Program. This program helps UA educate Alaska’s brightest
graduating high school seniors in Alaska, where they are more likely to
become contributing members of the Alaska workforce rather than taking
their talents elsewhere. The additional income from a completed land grant
could support so much valuable work at the university, including
groundbreaking arctic research, incubation of new businesses, and feeding
our talent pipeline with Alaska-trained professionals.
Especially in these troubled economic times, completing the land grant would
help the university achieve its mission of educating Alaska’s students for
active citizenship and preparing them for lifelong learning and careers.
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The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 700 business members throughout Interior
Alaska. We work to advocate for the best business environment, promote economic strength and growth
for Interior Alaska, and to develop the resources and networks enterprising people use to share knowledge.
Respectfully,

Marisa Sharrah
President/CEO

Rebecca Dean
Board Chair

CC: Office of Governor Dunleavy, Senator Lisa Murkowski, Senator Dan Sullivan, Congressman Don Young,
Alaska Interior Delegation
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