April 16, 2019

Submitted via email
Re: Vital Role of University of Alaska Fairbanks
Dear Members of the Interior Delegation,
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce would like to reiterate and
emphasize our continued support for the University of Alaska Fairbanks
(UAF). The Chamber supports, at a minimum, funding the university at the
level of the FY19 budget.
UAF is an economic driver vital to the success of our community and the
state of Alaska. Engineers trained at UAF are better prepared than
students from the lower 48 to handle the special challenges of building
and infrastructure projects in Alaska. Medical assistants trained at UAF’s
Community & Technical College are far more likely to remain in the
Interior and reduce healthcare recruiting costs. University students,
faculty, and contracts support local businesses whose success benefits
the whole community. This is just to name a few of the many ways UAF
contributes to the economy of Alaska’s Interior through jobs, feeding our
local talent pipeline, and increasing Arctic research and opportunities.
University of Alaska (UA) has worked through a strategic plan for the past
four years resulting in methodical and responsible cuts resulting in
significant reductions in spending and jobs. These strategic decisions
have streamlined the university system so it can focus on its core
competencies. Further cuts could result in the loss of federal and
philanthropic money which might have come to Alaska, the loss of over
500 vital jobs in Interior Alaska, and the destruction of many local
businesses.
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 700
business members throughout Interior Alaska. We work to advocate for
the best business environment, promote economic strength and growth
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for Interior Alaska, and to develop the resources and networks enterprising people use to share
knowledge.
Respectfully,

Marisa Sharrah

Rebecca Dean

President/CEO

Board Chair

CC: Governor Dunleavy
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