February 21, 2020

Submitted via email
Subject: Support Expedited Military Spouse Licensing

Dear Co-Chair von Imhof, Co-Chair Stedman and Members of the Finance
Committee,
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce strives to connect qualified
potential members of the workforce to employers who want and need their
skills. We also try to improve opportunities for military dependents to find
employment and education opportunities in our community. The frequent
relocation inherent to military life means that spouses have limited time to
work in each location. However, they bring training and skills which may
greatly contribute to our economy. We support efforts to help our member
organizations tap into this skilled talent pool by maximizing their
productive time in the Alaska workforce.
We support the work of the Department of Commerce, in conjunction with
the Alaska Coalition for Veteran’s and Military Families, to make
improvements in the process for military personnel and military spouses to
apply for professional licenses in an expedited manner. Alaska has been a
leader in this area, with legislation dating back to 2011.
However, to date, this legislation has resulted in very low participation
from military spouses. In 2017, fewer than 30 expedited temporary
licensing applications were received from military spouses. By
strengthening the temporary license process and reporting requirements,
we believe that SB11, as currently written, will benefit both military
dependents and businesses in Alaska.
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 700
business members throughout Interior Alaska. We work to advocate for
the best business environment, promote economic strength and growth for
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Interior Alaska, and to develop the resources and networks enterprising people use to share knowledge.
Please let us know if we can provide any information to support your efforts on this topic.
Sincerely,

Marisa Sharrah
President/CEO

Sabrina Binkley
Board Chair
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