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Chamber AGM March 20:
Bylaw Changes & Nominees
On March 20th the Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce will be hosting
its 121st Annual General Meeting. Part of
the monthly networking luncheon, the
event will ask members to endorse by-law
changes and yearly financials and elect
new Directors to the governing Board and
its Executive.
The Mission Chamber is governed by
the federal Board of Trade Act under the
authority of Industry Canada. Changes to
its name, governing region, and bylaws are
subject to final approval by the Privy Council of Canada.
In 2010 the Mission Chamber submitted
long overdue changes to Industry Canada
that outlined its name and region of representation. Due to changes in Ottawa, the
Chamber has been asked to resubmit these
petitions to the Privy Council for approval.
The map in this article outlines the region
the Mission Chamber serves in representing business interests. While the Chamber

had been operating in this fashion for many
decades, Industry Canada had the Chamber’s listing as it stood in 1893 so a need for
update is required.
Additionally, the Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce has had many
name changes since its inception in 1893
including the Mission City Board of Trade
and Mission City Chamber of Commerce.
At some point in the late 20th century, the
name was formally changed to reflect the
business areas which it represents to the
Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce.
Both of these changes will need to be
ratified by the membership again in order
to file a new petition and bring the organization in alignment with Industry Canada’s
records.
Other bylaw changes that will be submitted to membership for approval include;
reduction of the size of the Board of Directors to three executive positions and 8
additional voting directors, updating the

communication channels to members for
the AGM to include online mediums, and
options for the executive of the Board to
serve successive years.
For information on the bylaw changes go
to www.MissionChamber.bc.ca
NOMINEES
The Board is presently seeking five directors to fill open positions on the Board.
Terms of service are two years and nominees are required to be members in good
standing of the Chamber of Commerce.
Nominations that will be presented by
the Board of Directors include:
Andrea Walker, Walker Park Media
Andrea Walker is a freelance graphic designer and photographer and has been
operating Walker Park Media, a boutique
digital design agency serving small and
medium business since 2010. Originating
from Maple Ridge, Andrea was chair of
Maple Ridge SPAC in 2011 before leaving
her position when her family moved to

Mission. Andrea is currently chair of the
Mission Horse Club communications committee and organizer of Help Portrait Ridge
Meadows
Dustin Hughes, IGL Financial Solutions
Dustin joined IGL in April of 2011. He
specializes in Group Benefit solutions including the Chamber of Commerce Group
Insurance Plan. He is dedicated to learning
about his clients’ goals in order to help
them build a secure plan for their future.
Dustin pursues an active lifestyle with his
wife outside of his professional life.
Elyssa Lockhart, RDM Lawyers, LLP
Elyssa’s experience in governance both in
education and as a past director of AMSSA,
has been a significant asset to the Chamber
and its revision of the by-laws. With family
roots in the surrounding community, Elyssa recognizes the potential and opportunity
Mission’s future provides. A strong advocate for business development in Mission,
Elyssa serves on the Government Affairs
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Swing Optical...3 Distinctive Businesses in One Great Location
FASHION EYEWEAR
Proudly serving Mission for over 25 years.

• Fully Licensed Opticians
• Fashion Eyewear
• Contact Lenses
• Sunglasses

EYE EXAM

FREE HEARING TEST

Dr. Lyndon Balisky,
ky,
Optometrist

Kristoffer Goos Registered
Hearing Instrument Practitioner.

• Laser consultation
• Contact lens fitting

FREE Hearing
g Test.

Book Your Eye Health
Examination Today 604-820-1112

Please call for appointment

604-557-9972
604.820.1112

www.mainlandhearing.com

Located inside Swing Optical

“We set our sights on friendly, knowledgable service!”

#2 - 33231 First Avenue • Downtown Mission • 604-820-1112
Monday - Friday 9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
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www.swingoptical.com

President's message:
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What an amazing month it was in
February! After years of planning evaporated into months and then into days
first by a handful then a couple of
hundred then a few thousand people,
Mission hosted a hugely successful BC
Winter Games. The passion, energy
and commitment of so many people
proved that when needed the response
can be overwhelming. From every part
of the province people converged on
Mission and got to know the place
that many are fortunate to call home.
As important those visitors will take
back stories of commendable efforts
by caring people. Mission has been
seen in a new light by many. During
the opening ceremonies I sat beside a
City Councilor from Penticton, the city
that will host the next winter games,
and chatted about the monumental
but very rewarding task that lies ahead
for them. She was excited by what she

was seeing; hearing and learning in
her time with us and no doubt will
have a great template to use as her City
prepares for their event.
There is no doubt that the Mission
2014 BC Winter Games will resonate
for many for years to come from the
legacy that it will leave for our community. Who knows maybe even some
day in the future we will be watching
an athlete from the Mission Games
perform their event at a Winter Olympics.
For the community and for business
this event was a big boost and was welcomed by so many.
Congratulations and thanks to all the
wonderful athletes, parents, coaches,
trainers and supporters who came to
Mission and a big than you to each and
every one of the many volunteers. Success was shared by all!

Sean Melia PRESIDENT

And the nominees are...
was a school trustee for Mission Public Schools for six years and recently
completed a contract for the United
Way Fraser Valley. A proud Rotarian
for over 10 years and she served as its
president in 2010. Presently Pam chairs
the Chamber’s Tourism Committee and
has participated in Building Community Leadership Project Team.
Treasurer/Secretary – Sean Melia, Prospera Credit Union
Manager of Mission’s Prospera Credit
Union since 2004, Sean sees that the
Chamber offers value for business in
more than just networking. There is
also a great deal of value for business
in the direction the Chamber is taking
to be a business leader and advocate.
As President he has helped evolve the
Chamber in its present direction. Sean
is a fully involved community leader who additionally sits on the Board
of Mission Hospice Society, Mission
Community Services Society, and 2014
BC Winter Games and Chairs the Economic Development Committee of the
District of Mission.

FROM 00

Cal Crawford

Carol Hamilton

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

Dave Sawatzky

Corey Jong

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

Mayor
Ted Adlem
DOM LIAISON

Allan Main
LIAISON, C.F.N.F.

Committee and is the Past President of
the Chamber.
Grace Martin, Dominion Lending Centres Valley Financial Services
Grace Martin is a mortgage broker
that received her certification form
UBC’s Sauder School of Business. She
has a Masters in International Politics
and a MBA in Organization, technology and marketing in foreign trade.
Grace has experience as an export/import specialist and in foreign exchange
banking.
In addition to electing new directors,
members will also be asked to ratify the
Executive of the Board who will lead the
organization and take responsibility for
its work. Nominations being presented
are:
President – Ann Harper, CPA, CA
Having always been involved in business since working as a cashier for her
father as a teenager, Ann chose to live
in Mission in 2006. She received her
Chartered Accountant designation
while working for Deloitte and Touché

The Chamber will be seeking to
formalize its boundaries outlined in
red at their March 20 AGM.

small business division. Ann believes
in the value of relationships which she
has learned in her many years in volunteering for non-profit Boards and
working with home based businesses.
Ann served as the Director of Administration for the 2014 BC Winter Games.
Vice President – Pam Alexis, CAF Systems
She is a noted community volunteer
and has sat in various capacities on
many community boards. Most recently she held the role of Vice President
of the 2014 BC Winter Games. Pam

Comfort
is our
Calling.

Your

TRUE NORTH
MECHANICAL

35220 Riverside Road, Mission BC
truenorthmech@gmail.com
Serving the Fraser Valley for over 14 years.
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• Heating/Cooling
• Air Conditioning
• Furnaces • Heat Pumps
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Commercial/Residential

HOUR

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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SERVICE

Phone: 604-854-0322
or Page: 604-854-7034

BusinessTRACK

MARCH, APRIL
AND MAY
Mar 20
Annual General Meeting
Place: Rockwell’s
Mountain Room
Time 11:30am – 1pm

APRIL IS
TOURISM MONTH
Apr 17
Chamber Luncheon
Tourism Initiatives
Place: Rockwell’s Chapel Room
Time: 11:30am-1pm

April 21
Worldhost Training
Get your certification!
Place: Chamber Boardroom
Time: 9am – 3pm
NOMINATE YOUR
FAVOURITE BUSINESS
Nominations Close Apr 30
Shea & Rita building at inclusive working environment at Fraser Valley Truck Parts.

May 9

MACL is working hard to help people
become employed and stay employed
Mission Association for Community Living (MACL) is Mission’s largest
non-profit organization and has a 55
year history as an integral part of the
Mission community. Their Employment Services are built on the belief
that everyone can work if they find the
right fit. They provide businesses with
the right match for the jobs they need
filled as well as offer on-site training
for every employee hired, and support
and education for employers interested in hiring people with disabilities.
This is a free service to business
that saves time and the typical costs
associated with recruitment. MACL’s
Employment Specialist first spends

time getting to know the business and
how to best fill the need. Trust and
authenticity are keys to a successful
job match. Employers report saving
time and money on training while
watching productivity and staff morale
increase. If needed, jobs can then be
tailored to meet the specific requirements of both the employer and the
job seeker, creating an ideal condition
for employment.
Once hired, a job coach is available to work one to one with the new
employee and employer to ensure the
job performance meets or exceeds the
company’s standards. On-going support is provided.

Feedback from star employers in
Mission has been positive.
"We were really in need of some help
in our office. The hours were only part
time so it was difficult to find and keep
someone. What a great asset Shea has
been to our company. We are finally
able to get things done that were only
piling up before! Now we look for other
positions with our company, hoping
to provide even more opportunities
to their clients," says Rita Mackenzie,
Administrator FVTP.
If you are interested in hiring or
would just like more information
please contact MACL Employment Services at 604-820-1815.

Leadercast – Beyond You
Place: PA Lucas Centre
Time: 7:15am – 3:30pm
Early Bird Tickets $79
Purchase by March 15

Scan this
QR code
with your
smart phone
to see
details on
our website

CHAMBER COMING EVENTS

Chamber Snapshots: MACL Employment Services

Looking? Listing? CALL TODAY!
When you know the local real estate market
like I do, sales happen faster.

A Move Ahead

Cal Crawford Over 30 years experience
604-854-0392 103-32471 Lougheed Hwy. Mission |
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Email: calinmission@hotmail.com

member_services@MissionChamber .bc ca

execdir@MissionChamber .bc ca

Raj Saran

Executive Director

Member Services

Info@MissionChamber.bc.ca

Michelle Favero
Admin@MissionChamber.bc.ca

2013 CHAMBER TEAM

BusinessTRACK

Allison Jack

Clare Seeley

Administration

Visitor Services

New Member
Marketing Packages!
“Membership
has its
benefits!”

Also, your
centre for
Mission &
BC Tourist
Information

Last year, the Chamber introduced
Member Marketing Packages, a tool
for members that wanted to leverage their brand in the market. With a
successful year behind us and member comments in hand, the start of
2014, has been a good time to reevaluate and redefine the options
available to better reflect the needs
of our members.
The Chamber is happy to announce the new Member Marketing Packages are available with
more flexibility and clearer brand
positioning! With an increase in the
number of options available, each
package offers an array of opportuni-

ties that provide brand exposure, affordable advertising and community
positioning. Also modified are the resources included in each package to
ensure businesses are able to reduce
the gap that may exist in their current
marketing efforts.
Whether you are looking to promote your brand, build your network, position your business as a
community leader or reflect your
values, there is an affordable option
available to strengthen your business
position. Contact Raj Saran, Member
Services Coordinator for more information and to book your package
today!

Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce
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Suite 1
33775
Essendene
Avenue,
Abbotsford
604.746.2972

Vishal Kant Bajpai,
BSc, JD

Personal injury
urry
law
• Business law
w
•

• Family

www.bajpai.ca

Loans for business
start-ups or expansions
604-826-6252
info@northfraser.org
www.northfraser.org

“Promoting
Business and
Tourism
Development
in Mission”
I N F O R M AT I O N A V A I L A B L E

Seasonal Clearance Sale
All

SUITS & SPORT COATS

50% OFF
BUY 2 SUITS

60% OFF BOTH!
BRING A FRIEND

50% OFF all Winter Clothing
Many styles of shoes marked down.

• Mission Community Profile
• Commercial and Industrial Property Inventory
• Business Opportunities
34033 LOUGHEED HWY., MISSION, BC V2V 5X8

MEN’S
M
EN’
N’SS WEAR

Tel: 604.820.3789 • Fax: 604.820.6738 • Toll Free: 1.866.814.1222

33147 First Avenue, Mission • 604.826.2721

email: edc@mission.ca • www.mission.ca

www.rexcoxmenswear.com

SCRAPBOOKS, CARDS,
PAPERCRAFTS
...for the latest in unique products,
p
g ideas and creative classes!
inspiring

DAVIES

Sand & Gravel Ltd.

604.826.6736

All types of Sand,
Gravel & Topsoil
THE JUNCTION SHOPPING CENTER
328-32555 London Avenue, Mission 604.814.4500
www.cherrylanescrapbook.com | info@cherrylanescrapbook.com

•Excavators •Low-beds •Topsoil
•Loading •Trucking •Cats
11496 DEWDNEY TRUNK RD., MISSION, BC • MAIL - BOX 3663 • V2V 4L2
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"IGNORING to Advertise
is like opening
a business and not
TELLING ANYONE"
Include advertising in your business plan
and watch your business grow.

Crystal Orchison Advertising Consultant
604.851.4444 • crystal@missioncityrecord.com

missioncityrecord.com

YOUR CHAMBER @ WORK
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Business Resources:
businessSTART

Thinking about starting a business? To ensure your success there
are lots of things to consider before
you jump into your new venture. We
want you to succeed—that is why
the Mission Chamber has partnered
with Invest North Fraser to provide
businessSTART.
We understand how challenging it
can be so we have done some of the
legwork for you. The businessSTART
program will provide you with information from more than 70 resources

available to help your business kick
off in the right direction and grow.
An initiative of Invest North Fraser—the economic partnership between the Economic Development
Offices of Mission, Maple Ridge and
Pitt Meadows—the goal of businessSTART is to connect new and existing businesses with the resources
they need to succeed. This includes
training and education opportunities, community resources, mentorship opportunities and funding in-

formation.
“It’s all about building a strong
business community here on the
north side of the Fraser,” notes Stacey Crawford, Mission’s Economic
Development Officer. “We are creating a climate that will allow you to
thrive.”
businessSTART is also an opportunity to connect with your peers
beyond the borders of Mission. Celebrate your success, learn from each
other and build partnerships that

Premium tires
for all seasons!
Quality auto service
tech
technicians,
premiu tires,
premium
competitiv prices,
competitive
top-notch service.

That’s
Just
How
We
Roll

can help grow your business in ways
you could not have imagined.
Whether you are just setting out,
in the start-up phase or beginning
to think about what’s next for your
business, businessSTART is for you.
Attend one of the free seminars and
learn what you will need to know to
gain the advantage.
For more information on businessSTART, please visit www.investnorthfraser.com/ business_start or call
Bruce Livingstone at 604-467-7491.

Taylor, Tait, Ruley & Company
A Full Service Law Firm

B A R R I S T E R S & SOLICITOR S

Trust
Commitment
Integrity
...since 1978
33066 First Avenue
MISSION
Phone: 604-826-1266
Fax: 604-826-4288
email: info@taylortait.com

Gordon D. Taylor
•
•
•
•
•

B.A., LL.B.

Personal Injury Claims
Estate Litigation
Civil Litigation
Corporate • Estates
Wills/Estate Planning

John G. Tait, Q.C
•
•
•
•
•
•

B.Comm., LL.B.
Collaborative Divorce • Mediation
Divorce/Family Law Litigation
Separation Agreements
Marriage Contracts
Wills/Estate Planning
Estate Litigation • Property Claims

Gordon W. Ruley
•
•
•
•
•

B.A., LL.B.

Real Estate & Mortgages
Commercial Development
Business Acquisitions
Corporate
Wills/Estate Planning

Donna Maser

B.Comm., LL.B.
• Family Law
• Mediation - Arbitration
• Child Protection
• Children's Issues
• Adoptions, Custody Issues
• First Nations Issues

Eleanor L. MacDonald
•
•
•
•
•
•

B.A., LL.B.

Real Estate & Mortgages
Wills/Estate Planning
Committeeships
Separation Agreements
Uncontested Divorces
Marriage Contract • Estates

Chris Stenerson
•
•
•
•
•

33245 GLASGOW AVENUE

B.A., LL.B
Divorce/Family Law Litigation
Separation/Marriage Contracts
Personal Injury (ICBC claims)
General Litigation
Wills

(LOCATED NEXT TO COMMUTER RAIL)

MISSION 604.826.9119
Locally ownded and operated since 1973

Troy A. Dickson
•
•
•
•

www.symons-exceltire.com

TIRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • TUNE-UPS • ALIGNMENTS • CUSTOM EXHAUST • AIRCARE

www.taylortait.com
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B.Comm., J.D.
Family Law
General Civil Litigation
Wills/Estate Planning
Personal Injury (ICBC Claims)

BUSINESS •INDUSTRY • DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH IN MISSION
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Cypress Hills steps into
downtown revitalization
It takes guts to be an early
adopter, and Cypress Hills
has what it takes. Taking
on redevelopment of the
building that two years ago
was closed down due to
building code infractions,
Cypress Hills is investing up
to $600,000 to help start the
revitalization of business
and residence in Mission’s
downtown core.
Seeing the potential of
a heritage style strip that
has so much character and
foundation, Cypress Hills
is enhancing the look of
the building located midblock on the most western
part of Mission’s “heritage
corridor”. Redevelopment of
the building will provide an
attractive and inviting space
for potential tenants, retailers
or offices (in the upper floor).

“The District of Mission has
been fantastic to work with,”
explains Ross Bradsen, owner
of Cypress Hills. “Being a
construction company for the
past 25 years, we have seen

how difficult many districts
in the Lower Mainland
can be to deal with. The
staff at Mission’s City Hall
have given us nothing but
support and shown great

MISSION'S

LARGEST

HOME

CENTRE

• Lumber and Building Packages
• Electrical and Plumbing
• Doors, Windows, Mouldings
• Heating and Cooling
• Paint and Home Decor
• Hardware and Appliances
• Outdoor Living, Lawn, Garden
• Farm and Pet Supplies • Carhartt Clothing

7072 WREN STREET, MISSION • 604-820-1134

buildingsupplies.ca
Family-owned & Operated, Home-Town Proud
and Building a Better, Greener Valley Since 1991
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motivation and excitement
for the revitalization process;
helping us with anything
we need to know regarding
permits, building upgrades,
and vision for the project

and corridor.”
Under
construction,
Cypress Hills expects to hire
local sub trades that will help
bring the 18,000 square feet
of floor space back to code
and ready for tenants.
Bradsen adds, “Since
becoming
owners
of
previous property in Mission
about 5 years ago, we are
very excited to invest in
the heritage corridor of
Mission’s heart . . . It shows
nothing but potential as
upgrades continue with the
revitalization process.”
The two way street scape
planned for First Avenue
will have a new and inviting
early addition. For more
information on this project
contact Stacey Crawford,
Economic
Development
Office, District of Mission.

