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25 REASONS to Join the Chamber
Have you ever wondered what
the Mission Chamber of Commerce
was all about? What we do for the
community? For the Businesses in
Mission? And how we make a difference?
To help you in answering these
burning questions, we have come
up with a comprehensive list of 25
ways we serve the Mission community.
Advocacy: Promoting the contributions and importance of the
business sector to our economy.
Making views of business known to
governments, legislators, the media
and the public. Encouraging plans
and policies that will enhance the
positive growth of business in our
community.
Benefits: The Chamber offers
tangible benefits to Members:
Special Chamber network rates
available for Visa and Mastercard
processing fees, Group Health/
Dental Insurance, Fuel discounts,
Parkn’Fly, Car Rentals, Payroll
services and many other business
services.
Business Information Services:
Keeping our Members abreast of
changes affecting the welfare of
their business. Everything from government legislation to demographic
trends, from marketing to new opportunities.
Credibility: Your business can
benefit from the perception among
consumers that Chamber Member
businesses are trustworthy and
reputable. That perception has jus-

tifiably been fostered through the
Chamber’s referral and information
services.
Development: Everyone benefits
from the Chamber’s efforts in assisting and supporting new business
development in our area. Economic
and community growth is and will
continue to be a priority at the
Chamber.
Economy: One of the most valuable benefits of Chamber membership is the opportunity to share in
the creativity of peers. Whether it
is to save money or enhance production or efficiency, there is no
need to reinvent the wheel. You can
benefit from experience from fellow
Chamber members.
Economic Development: Providing information and assistance to
individuals, groups, and businesses
considering investment in our communities. Assistance in the distribution of numerous documents designed to assist anyone considering
moving or investing in our area.
Friendship: Chamber Members
are people with similar interests,
concerns and needs. They are the
kind of people you will enjoy meeting. And, chances are they are the
kind of people you would want
to establish friendships with. We
provide various networking opportunities, giving you a chance to
meet fellow Chamber members and
share ideas.
Group Insurance Plans: Making the benefits of dental, drug and
disability insurance coverage more

affordable through the Chamber’s
Group Plans at rates not normally
available to small and medium
sized businesses.
Growth: Our Chamber is like
farm soil, fertilized with the participation of members, this soil can
produce a rich harvest growth in
your company, your employees,
your community and yourself.
Help: The Chamber’s qualified
staff has a wealth of skills and expertise and can help in any way
they can. Business issues, marketing, and communication are just a
few of the many ways they can help.
Information: The Chamber can
furnish you with a host of resources:
Labor Market Data, Community
Profile, various Community and
Specialty Directories, Industry Profiles, and much more; it’s all here
for our Member’s to use.
Knowledge: Looking for answers
to almost any community or business related concern? There is no
agency or organization with a keener awareness of almost every aspect
of community life. And, if you need
more detailed information, we
know how to access the people and
places that can provide it.
Leadership: The volunteer leadership provided by our Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors
can make a big difference when
mobilizing plans to chart our communities.
Members: Since the Chamber’s
existence is made possible by Members, our main priority is in provid-

ing services of real value for the
Members. In fact, the organization
itself is yours; through the committees and its Board of Directors, you
have a choice in its operation.
Networking: Providing opportunities for our Members to create
awareness, to source and stimulate
new business through Chamber
organized events. This includes our
monthly luncheons, Annual Business Excellence Awards, Golf Tournament and various business after
hours events.
Opportunity: The Chamber
makes you aware of new business
opportunities, provides access to
unique marketing ideas, consumer
trends and research. The Chamber
is always on the lookout for ways to
influence the success of Members.
Profit: You are in business to
make a profit. Your ability to generate profit is a paramount concern of
the Chamber. Ultimately, all of its
programs and activities are geared
to help you prosper.
Quality: It is a quality conscious
age we live in. Your ability to grow is
greatly influenced by your ability to
establish high standards in quality
products and customer service. The
Chamber helps you tap into sources
to achieve “quality” goals.
Referrals: The Chamber is presented with numerous opportunities to recommend our member’s
products and services. We do so
confidently and exclusively. We also
hear from many consumers who
have faired poorly when dealing
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with less reputable firms. We always
remind them to seek out Chamber
Members in future transactions.
Special Events: The Chamber
hosts a variety of enriching special
events throughout the year. As a
Member, you are welcomed and
encouraged to enjoy these activities
with friends and associates. This includes our annual Golf Tournament
and the Candlelight Parade.
The Consumer-to-Business
Link: We provide referrals and recommended sources for products
and services to customer on behalf
of our member businesses. This
can be particularly helpful to new
business whose identity is yet to
be clearly established in the community.
Unity: You never operate as an
island in the Chamber. Membership
allows you to discuss, share, probe,
criticize and speak with a united
voice and a high degree of respect
and candor on matters of significance.
Vision: Chamber members share
in the vision that responsible businesses care about building a better
community and create opportunities for economic growth.
Zest: There is something special
about being part of a team, about
achieving recognition for superior
performance and about being involved in something beyond your
personal interests. Your commitment to the Chamber has an impact
in colleagues, neighbors, and ultimately your community.

Sunglasses

Dr. Lyndon Balisky,
Optometrist

Located inside Swing Optical

Please call for your free hearing test

604-557-9972

www.swingoptical.com
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The Importance of Members
There can be no Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce without members.
Not only are members a Chamber’s first
requirement, they are also the source of
the Chamber’s other basic requirements:
policy, volunteers and funding.

Doug Elias

DIRECTOR

LIAISON,
C.F.N.F.

evolve, we do our best to continue to
meet your needs with new programs,
services or resources. Many of which
may be listed here! Most of all we
welcome our members input into
how we can serve you better. What
programs, resources, services or
support would you like to see from
us? With so many different business
needs, we try to meet as many as
possible, but we need your input to.
So I welcome you to contact us with
your feedback, get involved in one of
our many Chamber committees to
have your voice heard and be part of
the many great projects we work on
within the community. Chose from
our Tourism Committee, our Events
Committee, our Government Affairs
Committee or our Membership
Committee. Each committee meets
on a monthly basis, contact the
Chamber to find out more!

Alana Martens

DIRECTOR

Allan Main

Mission Regional Chamber of
Commerce is a diverse business
hub that can connect you to various
resources on the north side of the
Fraser Valley. Business, tourism
and community; we serve to build
the prosperity of the businesses in
this region. A lot of what we do at
the Chamber is not well known in
the community, even amongst our
own members. There is so much
happening on a daily basis that it can
be hard to communicate everything
to everyone. The top 3 questions that
we get asked in the community are:
“What does the Chamber do?”
“How can the Chamber help my
business?
“Why should I join the Chamber?”
We have come up with 25 ways
to answer these questions. For our
current members, many of these
answers you may already know, but
as our business members needs

DIRECTOR

Satti Grewal

MDBA LIAISON

Policy: Almost every program or activity
in which the MRCC is involved was
brought forward by a Chamber member.
Members of the MRCC are surveyed
for their ideas and suggestions that can
be developed into the Chamber’s future
programs.
Volunteers: Once the programs
are
established,
the
necessary
implementation is made possible only
because the Chamber membership itself
comprises a willing and talented pool of
volunteers that is capable of getting the
job done.

Randy Hawes
DOM
LIAISON

Funding: Not only do the members

come up with the ideas and suggestions
for Chamber programs, and provide the
volunteer labor to carry them out, they also
pay for them. Member dues investments
should be by far the Chamber’s largest
source of operating capital – the one
source of funding which the Chamber
could not operate without.
Where do your membership dues go?
Have you ever wondered where the
money you pay each year goes? Take a look
at just some of the expenses that might
be covered by your membership dues.
In 2014, membership dues accounted
for 19% of the operating revenue and
membership events and expenses
accounted for 13% of the expenses not
including wages & benefits. We do our
very best to utilize the membership
fees provided to us to give you the best
programs, events, services and resources
available!

Chamber
Revenues

Chamber
Expenses

Looking? Listing? CALL TODAY!
When you know the local real estate market
like I do, sales happen faster.

A Move Ahead

Cal Crawford Over 30 years experience
604-854-0392 103-32471 Lougheed Hwy. Mission |
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Email: calinmission@hotmail.com

BusinessTRACK

CHAMBER COMING EVENTS

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Sept 17th

WE ARE MIXING BUSINESS
WITH PLEASURE FOR OUR
NEXT CHAMBER LUNCHEON.

Carl Koehler of CRK Designs works on a lighting project.

PHOTO: CLICK MEDIA WORKS

Spotlight on Business:

Sept 17th

“TEE UP FOR BUSINESS”

CRK Designs lights the way to improved savings,
safety and productivity
Kathleen Rake

CLICK MEDIA WORKS

Mission, B.C. is certainly known for
its arts community, but did you know
it is home to technical artists, too?
Take Carl Koehler and his company
CRK Designs Inc., for instance.
CRK Designs is a lighting consulting
firm that “helps, guides and teaches”
people to understand their lighting
needs so they save energy, money
and improve safety, says Koehler.
While there is plenty of science
and technology behind the lighting
configurations Koehler designs,
there is an artistic element, too.
“We not only have to demonstrate
that the lighting design will improve
safety and increase productivity,”
explains Koehler, “we also have to
make sure the client likes the end
result.”

Koehler and his company moved
from Coquitlam to Mission in 2010:
“We looked to relocate in many
communities, from Squamish to
Chilliwack, but were constantly
drawn back to Mission, so here we
are.”
Since moving his family and business
to Mission, Koehler has volunteered
his professional services to Fraser
River Heritage Park, and contracted
his technical expertise to improve
various local organizations’ lighting,
including the Mission Leisure
Centre, Fire Station No. 1, Municipal
Hall, and RCMP building.
Koehler, who has earned the right to
use the post-nominal LC (Lighting
Certified), has the education and
experience needed to provide topnotch professional service, plus he
participates in annual professional

Join us for an evening at the golf course
during our Annual Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament.
No need to golf to join in the fun. Come
out and network, participate in the
contests and enjoy the best part of the
day!!
Place: Cedar Ridge Golf Course
Time: 6pm
Price: $25 per person
Open to the public
Book your dinner spot before Aug 31st
and be entered to win a “Mystery Prize”
courtesy of Pioneer Motors

development, which means he
is always familiar with current
standards, technologies and trends.
CRK Designs works with a variety
of clients from the industrial,
commercial

and

Annual Mission Chamber of Commerce
Golf Tournament
Register before Aug 31st for a chance to
win a “Mystery Prize” Courtesy of Pioneer
Motors
Place: Cedar Ridge Golf Course
Time: 1pm Shotgun start
Price: $75
Open to the PUBLIC
Sponsorship packages now available

institutional

sectors on new and retrofit projects.
“But some of my most exciting work
has been on retrofit projects such as
the revitalization of Agassiz’s Main
Street lighting and the street lighting
in Whistler Village,” relays Koehler.
In his spare time, Koehler is a
woodworking artist. You can find
him and his handicrafts at the
Mission Farmers Market.
For more information, visit www.
CRKDesigns.ca, or contact Koehler at
(604) 290-8379 or carl.crkdesigns@

Scan this
QR code
with your
smart phone
to see
details on
our website

telus.net.

Your Power Tool Experts.
FORESTRY

FS 38

GAS
TRIMMER

$

E

L
SA

MRSP $179.95

13995

Chain
Chai
Ch
in Saws •Bar
•Ba & Chain •Chain Saw Mills
ills •Axes
•Safety Equipment •Accessories
•Mauls •S
ories

LAWN & GARDEN
L
Riding Mowers & Tractors •Lawnmowers
wers
•Blowers •Grass & Hedge Trimmers
•Blo
rs
•Tillers
•Cultivators •Accessoriess
•

SAFETY & FOOTWEAR
R

“We Servic
Service
c What We Sell”
w w w. m i s s i o n c h a m b e r. b c . c a

• Sa
Sales • Parts • Service • Work Clothing
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW

GOLF TOURNAMENT

MEMBERS

Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce is busy planning our Annual
“Tee up for Business” Golf tournament set to take place this year at
Cedar Ridge Golf Course on September 17th, 2015. Tickets are $75 per
person, shotgun start at 1pm. Come out and try your luck at the $15,000
prize Hole in one, hosted by Mission Hospice. Register before August 31st
for a chance to win a “Mystery Prize” courtesy of Pioneer Chrysler Jeep.
To register contact the chamber at 604-826-6914 or visit our website at
missionchamber.bc.ca
Sponsor packages are now available for presenting sponsors, birdie
sponsors, hole and game sponsors. To receive a copy of our
sponsorship packages contact Allison at 604-826-6914.

Dot Pizza Ltd

Above And Beyond
Mechanical Inc.

WELCOME OUR NEW
Abbotsford, BC
604-302-8399

New Westminster, BC
604-754-0431

Bloom Childcare

32811 Dewdney Trunk Road
Mission, BC V2V 6X6
604-820-8465

J&D Shake and Cedar Mill

member_services@missionchamber.bc.ca

Kristin Parsons

Allison Jack

Executive Director

Member Services

Amrit Renovation

Rocky Mountain Rooter
P&H
North Vancouver, B.C
604-908 9887
Also, your
centre for
Mission &
BC Tourist
Information

Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce
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Van Arbour Design
Aldergrove, BC
604-857-2272

Radhe Krishan
Construction Ltd

DHT Countertops and
Renovations

Surrey, BC
778-558-0365

Coquitlam, BC
604-434-3482

Lanz Mechanical Ltd.

Kunn Wing Trading
Company

Vancouver, BC
778-870-9768

Richmond, B.C
778-999-8009
To u r i s m M i s s i o n , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a C a n a d a

Bestway Heating Inc

2562 Springhill St
Abbotsford, BC V2T 3V7
778-552-1025

Burnaby, BC
604-780-0615

“Membership has its benefits!”

12321 Ainsworth St
Mission, BC V4S 1L4
604-615-4768
Coquitlam, BC
604-474-3355

BCCA Peoples
Construction

execdir@missionchamber.bc.ca
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7277 Nelson Street
Mission, BC V4S 1H3
604-826-3712

Positively Green Clean

Smithtech Services Inc

S.D Plumbing and Heating
Vancouver, BC
250-543-5928

North Vancouver, BC
778-987-6827

To become a member
visit us online at
missionchamber.bc.ca
or call 604-826-6914

Eurocan Contracting
Port Coquitlam, BC
604 218 1734

FREE Scrap Car & Truck Removal
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Suite 1
33775
Essendene
Avenue,
Abbotsford
604.746.2972

www.bajpai.ca

Vishal Kant Bajpai,
BSc, JD

Personal injury
urry
law
• Business law
w
•

• Family

DAVIES
Sand & Gravel Ltd.

604.826.6736
All types of Sand,
Gravel & Topsoil

•Excavators •Low-beds •Topsoil
•Loading •Trucking •Cats

“Promoting
Business and
Tourism
Development
in Mission”
I N F O R M AT I O N A V A I L A B L E

• Mission Community Profile
• Commercial and Industrial Property Inventory
• Business Opportunities
34033 LOUGHEED HWY., MISSION, BC V2V 5X8
Tel: 604.820.3789 • Fax: 604.820.6738 • Toll Free: 1.866.814.1222

email: edc@mission.ca • www.mission.ca

11496 DEWDNEY TRUNK RD., MISSION, BC • MAIL - BOX 3663 • V2V 4L2
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Family Owned & Operated

Fast Professional Presentable Service

Proudly Serving Mission & Abbotsford

604-615-7175

WWW.SCRAPYOURCAR.CA

Loans for business
start-ups or expansions
604-826-6252
info@northfraser.org
www.northfraser.org

Spotlight on Business Excellence:
A champion for business and community:
Carlo Billinger
Kathleen Rake

centre ever since.
He names two of his greatest
accomplishments as raising his
family in Mission and being an
integral part of historic downtown
Mission. And, even though he moved
his residence to south of the Fraser
River, he still refers to Mission as
home, whether talking to visitors in
the store or travelling in Europe, Asia
or the U.S.
Billinger’s other contributions to
community and demonstrations of
leadership include 10 years on the
former Mission Hospital Board,
where he was instrumental in the
smooth transition to Fraser Health
Authority; participating in the
formation and building of Mission’s
Economic Development Committee,

CLICK MEDIA WORKS

Carlo Billinger is recipient of the
2015 Mission Regional Chamber
of Commerce President’s Award
recognizing his leadership in the
business community and years as a
community champion.
“I truly am honoured,” says Billinger,
co-owner of Rex Cox Men’s Wear Ltd.,
a fixture on First Ave. in Mission’s
downtown for 90 years.
“I am also very fortunate,” he adds,
“to have Rex Cox as my stepping-off
point and Ted Buckle as a business
partner who puts up with me being
away.” Buckle and Billinger have
owned Rex Cox since 1979.
Billinger came to Mission 59 years
ago and has made it his life and work

“Community is people,” says Billinger as he takes time in his store to have some fun with
Mission resident Andrea Beketa.

PHOTO: CLICK MEDIA WORKS

Chance are, if you are walking

with a goal of making Mission a
destination; and lending his voice
and expertise to the growth and
decision making in the downtown
area through the Mission Downtown
Business Association (DBA). Next,
Billinger is looking forward to serving
with the Mission Foundation.

downtown you will see Billinger on
the sidewalk, too, talking to passersby and stooping to pick up trash. “It’s
my backyard and I am proud of it,”
he says. “Why wouldn’t I take a few

YOUR CHAMBER @ WORK
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minutes to tidy up?”
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THE MICHELIN® DEFENDER™ TIRE

SAFER.
LONGER.

A world of experience, locally.
Fraser Valley's legal experts.
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Gordon D. Taylor

John G. Tait,

Gordon W. Ruley

Donna K. Maser

Eleanor L. MacDonald

Chris J. Stenerson

Troy A. Dickson

Jason A. Hughes

Q.C.:
• Wills & Estate Planning
and Litigation
• Corporate & Business
Law
• General Civil Litigation

10OFF
%

ON
ALL

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Expires: June 30, 2015. Excludes Tires.

• Real Estate Transactions
• Commercial Development
• Corporate & Business
Law
• Wills & Estate Planning

• Divorce and Family Law
• Child Protection
• Family Law Mediation
• Family Law Arbitration
• Aboriginal Law

AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR SERVICES

CUSTOMERS OVER 60 SAVE MONEY
WHEN YOU HAVE YOUR

VEHICLE SERVICED
33245 GLASGOW AVENUE

•
•
•
•

Wills & Estate Planning
Representation Agreements
Real Estate Transactions
Divorce & Family Law

(LOCATED NEXT TO COMMUTER RAIL)

Locally owned and operated since 1973

Q.C.:
• Divorce & Family Law
• Wills & Estate Planning and
Litigation

MISSION 604.826.9119
www.symonstire.com

TIRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • TUNE-UPS • ALIGNMENTS • CUSTOM EXHAUST • AIRCARE

•
•
•
•

Personal Injury/ICBC claims
Divorce & Family Law
Estate Litigation
General Civil Litigation

• Divorce & Family Law
• General Civil Litigation
• Wills & Estates

Articled Student

33066 First Avenue, Mission
p:

604-826-1266

f:

604-826-4288

e: info@taylortait.com

A full service Law Firm serving the Fraser Valley since 1978
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www.taylortait.com
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GROWTH IN MISSION
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Immigrants, business leaders make key connections in new
Local Immigration Partnership program
Business is all about networking and connections.
And if you are new to Mission and
you don’t have a job or friends or
family, what do you do?
Mission’s federally-funded Local
Immigration Partnership (LIP) and its
nine-member council of community
leaders in April introduced a
Connector Program to help solve that
problem for those new to Canada.
The concept is simple and helps
create a network for both employers
and immigrants in Mission.
“Volunteer connectors are asked to
provide three contacts for a client to
follow up with and the new contacts
repeat the process. The conversations
are not job interviews,” said Rick Rake,
program coordinator and chair of the
Mission LIP council based at Mission
Community Services Society (MCSS).
Participants benefit by gaining
knowledge of the local job market
and provides them with information
key to upgrading or retraining for a
career they would like to pursue in
Mission and the region.

For small and mid-size employers,
the program helps answer significant
questions they may have about new
immigrants, their knowledge of the
country and their skillsets. It puts
them directly in touch with skilled
newcomers in the community. The
Connector Program is just one of
several initiatives introduced by the
LIP in its Action Plan for Mission,
including an Ambassaor ‘buddy’
program for immigrants, partnership
development, and guerilla marketing
campaign to ensure MCSS Settlement
and Integration services are top of
mind in the community. The LIP was
launched in Mission in April of 2014
at MCSS.
To volunteer as a Connector or to
participate as a client, contact Rake
at 604-826-3634 or email rick.rake@
missioncommunityservices.com.
MCSS Welcome Centre is located
at 33179 Second Ave. To learn
more about MCSS, click on www.
missioncommunityservices.com.

• For more information, contact Rick Rake at Mission Community
Services Society. Call 604-826-3634 or email rick.rake@
missioncommunityservices.com
• WHO ARE CONNECTORS? They are people who know large
numbers of people and are in the habit of making introductions.
Connectors know people through social, cultural, professional
and economic circles, and have a special gift of bringing people
together who work or live in different circles.
• The Mission LIP is funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada.

Fraser Valley Building Supplies acquires
assets of Rona Home Center Mission B.C.
Press Release

Our Vision

Fraser Valley Building Supplies (FVBS)
has completed the asset purchase of
the Rona store in Mission and as of
June 27th the Corporate Rona store
will close its doors permanently. FVBS
retail operations will be rebranding
from Ace to a 100% locally owned
and operated Rona affiliate store.

When Ernie Nick and sons David and
Brad opened Fraser Valley Building
Supplies in 1992, they did so with a
vision of providing quality products
and unmatched customer service
to the homeowners, contractors
and builders of Mission. FVBS plans
to continue this legacy and, using
Rona’s vast product selection and
national buying power, provide
a greater home improvement
shopping experience for the Mission
Community.

This exciting new venture will bring
together the national retail strengths
of Rona combined with the proven
expertise of the FVBS contractor
division, which remains unchanged.
FVBS has served the Mission
Community for the past 23 years
and looks forward to providing the
same great service you have come
to expect as a locally owned and
independent Rona dealer.

ACQUIRES

Future Look of Fraser Valley Building Supplies
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Same Great People • Same Great Service • New Name
Locally Owned and Operated

buildingsupplies.ca • 604.820.1134
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