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Mission Chamber of Commerce

Chamber celebrates Small Business Month
As B.C. marks Small Business Month
this October, the Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce is celebrating
the vital role small businesses play
in Mission. As we all know, small
businesses are not only the backbone
of many of our organizations, but are
the life blood of the B.C. economy.
Small businesses represent 98% of all
businesses in B.C. and employ over
1 million British Columbians. There
is no doubt small business is a key
driver of the provincial economies,
as well as the local economies they
do business in. For Mission over 1100
of all business licenses are either
home based or have less than 5
employees, highlighting the resilience,
determination and innovation of our
small town entrepreneurs.
“Small businesses make up a major
part of Mission’s business community
and play a critical role in driving our
local economy and creating jobs,” said
Ann Harper, President of the Mission
Regional Chamber of Commerce,
“Small Business Month is a great
opportunity for our community
to celebrate these hard-working
businesses that bring great ideas and
entrepreneurial spirit to our town.”
As a member of the BC Chamber
of Commerce, the Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce is part of
active advocacy to support small
businesses, including:
•

•

The
creation
of
and
implementation of B.C.’s Small
Business Accord;
Cutting red tape by taking
thousands of business out of
the MMBC recycling regulation
and working to implement
mobile business licences in
regions across the province;

"Small businesses
make up a major part
of Mission’s business
community and play a
critical role in driving
our local economy
and creating jobs"
ANN HARPER

• There is more to your financial
records than simple bookkeeping

Thursday, October 15
11:30am – 1:30pm
Mission Chamber of
Commerce Business Showcase
and Networking Event
Join our monthly luncheon turned
tradeshow. This one-day event will
put your business in front of an
audience of attendees from the local
business community. Visit with local
service and product providers and
see how they can help your business
succeed. Various businesses will be
on display, allowing you to roam the
room, socialize, make connections
and learn something new!
Place:
Time:
Cost:

Rockwells Ballroom
11:30-1:30pm,
Lunch provided
$20 members
$25 non-members

Interested in promoting your
business? This event is a fantastic way
to promote you, your brand and your
business. Tables are $50 and space
is limited
•

Continued advocacy for lower
municipal business taxes.

The Mission Regional Chamber of
Commerce network has always been
a vocal advocate on behalf of our
small businesses when dealing with
the B.C. government.
As well, the Mission Chamber of
Commerce is a dedicated advocate
for Mission’s small businesses at the
local level. Some of our recent work
includes:
•

Mobile Business Licensing

•

Fraser River Economic
importance report

“The Chamber encourages
Mission residents to demonstrate
their support for small businesses
by shopping, buying and eating
local, and be sure to nominate
your favourite small business at
our upcoming Business Excellence
Awards in 2016” added Ann Harper.
To support and assist this
hardworking demographic, the
Mission Regional Chamber of
Commerce is putting together
a variety of local events to help
bring together some of the
amazing business services and
provide opportunities for education
and networking.

To book contact Allison at
member_services@missionchamber.
bc.ca or call 604-826-6914

Monday, October 19
A Year In Business Managing Your Finances
Monday Morning breakfast with
Donna King

Donna gives her financial training
sessions with humour and leaves you
feeling confident and empowered
about your financial records. All this
while realising the important facts
that finances can be a stressful and
emotional topic. Come out and see
the 12 "Tasks" she discusses including:

• Tips and tricks that will help
improve your cashflow
• Goal setting strategies
• Tax tips
Learn how to leverage the
information you have and work
smarter, not harder when it comes to
your finances.
Place:

Time:
Cost:

Mission Chamber
Boardroom
34033 Lougheed Hwy
8:30am-10am
Free to members

Tuesday, October 20
Business After Hours, Trendy
or what Knot Yarns & Gifts
The Business After Hours mixer is
the best way to make connections
within the Mission Business
community. Bring your business
cards and be ready to network with
your fellow members!
Trendy or what Knot Yarns &
Gifts is a trendy local yarn store selling
yarn and yarn related handmade
artisan items like knitted shawls,
scarves, hats, sweaters, handwoven
clothing, pillow cases, blankets, (yarn)
pottery handmade buttons and much
more. They provide you with unique
and authentic yarns and gifts, and
support local yarn artists from all
around the Fraser Valley, BC.
Place:
Time:
Cost:

33138 First Avenue
5pm-7pm
FREE to members

Registration is required for all these
events so go to missionchamber.bc.ca
and sign up today…..see you there!

Helping you SEE and HEAR clearly!
3rd PARTY
BILLING
• Blue Cross • Sunlife

*

• Manulife • Standardlife & more
*Eyewear only

BOOK YOUR EYE HEALTH
EXAMINATION

Dr. Lyndon Balisky, Optometrist
• Laser consultation • Contact lens fitting

604-820-1112

604-557-9972

#2 - 33231 First Avenue, Downtown Mission

swingoptical.com
w w w. m i s s i o n c h a m b e r. b c . c a

mainlandhearing.com

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BusinessTRACK

October 2015
President's Report
Cal Crawford

Sean Melia

VICE PRESIDENT

TREASURER
PAST PRESIDENT

Dustin Hughes

Heather Schular
DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

The Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce has always proactively been involved in promoting the vote for municipal, provincial and federal elections. At
the time you are reading this article we
will have already held our All Candidates
Meeting which gives Mission businesses
the opportunity to ask questions to all
the candidates. I would like to offer the
following if you are still deciding if you
will actually vote or not!

TOP 5 REASONS TO VOTE

Andrea Walker

Dave Sawatzky
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DIRECTOR
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Alana Martens
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DIRECTOR

Ilona Klimczak

Doug Elias

DIRECTOR
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To honor those in our military who courageously fight for us and our law enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency
workers who respond to our needs and
defend the people at home. Those who
sacrifice their personal well-being in the
name of our safety and security deserve
our respect.

At this particular time Canada’s economy
is at a historic crossroads. Canada’s value
proposition in the global economy has
shifted dramatically since the "Great Recession" of 2008. Canada, now more than
ever, must identify and champion opportunities where it can be a global leader.
This federal election, is definitely centred
around the economic future of Canada,
and your Chamber of Commerce sees this
election as a pivotal moment for Canada’s
economy. The decisions and actions in the
near term will determine Canada’s economic success in the long term.

Carlo Billinger

LIAISON,
C.F.N.F.

MDBA LIAISON

Randy Hawes
DOM
LIAISON

To be a good example to our children and
grandchildren by exercising the right to
vote as a symbol of our faith in democracy. By voting we send a signal of the
importance of the choices we as adults
make to secure a better future for ourselves, for our children, and generations
who will follow.
Voting is our society’s great equalizer. No
matter our station in life, income, ethnic
heritage or social status, every citizen
over age 18 has the same power of one
vote.
Regret is preventable. October 20th is
one day too late, and “could have, should

Ann Harper PRESIDENT

have” are sorry alternatives to acting.
Have a “no excuses” attitude by committing to vote, ask others to join us in voting, and promote a positive approach
to making a difference among family,
friends and colleagues.

Get out and vote!
Attention everyone 18 years and older…
October 19th. is our time to write history!

Allan Main

To honor people who struggled for civil
rights, women’s suffrage and the ideals of
justice for all who’s diverse voices are essential for our nation’s moral health and
community vitality.

It is appearing that with the release of the
political parties platforms that every party
vying to form government has a very different view of how Canada should set its
course going forward. Balanced budgets
vs. deficit spending, tax cuts vs. tax increases; more than in past years choices
are quite clear.
History has shown that Canada weathered the recent economic turmoil better
than most nations of the world and we
all want to ensure Canada remains strong

and competitive in this fast-changing
global market. The Chamber wants to see
our economy grow and like everyone, we
want more jobs for Canadians.
The outcome of this election will be central
to ensuring we have a rising and sustainable standard of living and a strong economy that is able to generate the wealth we
need to provide for our aging population
and the social programs we cherish.
Never has the world seen such a portability of people, capital, products, and services. Competition for our businesses, and
our economy as a whole, spans the globe.
Never in history has there been so much
competition from emerging markets.
Despite our successes the fact is that ten
years ago, we were the world’s 10th largest exporter… today, we rank 13th. Until
recently we were the largest trade partner
with the United States by a considerable
margin. Looking at year to date statistics
we are barely clinging to #1 with China
set to surpass us sometime this year and
that is with the Chinese economy slowing
dramatically.
The Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce joins the British Columbia Chamber

of Commerce and Chambers across Canada in calling on political parties to engage
with businesses and commit to practical
solutions and actions in the four areas that
are critical to the competitiveness of the
Canadian economy:
•

Access to a Powerful Workforce

•

Access to Capital

•

Access to Technology and Innovation

•

Access to Markets

These key measures along with stable government are the best way to enable the
Canadian business community to compete and win in the global economy.
A thriving economy is the only way to create great jobs for young people, develop
new technologies right here at home, and
produce the wealth that pays for the education, infrastructure, health care and the
other advantages we value as Canadians.
With the choices ahead of us now, the upcoming election is a unique opportunity
for us to shape a Canada that is stronger,
more economically stable, and more competitive.
Please remember to vote on October 19th
- It is our time to write history!

Looking? Listing? CALL TODAY!
When you know the local real estate market
like I do, sales happen faster.

A Move Ahead

Cal Crawford Over 30 years experience
604-854-0392 103-32471 Lougheed Hwy. Mission |
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Email: calinmission@hotmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Celebrate Small Business month at our
monthly luncheon turned tradeshow.
Various businesses will be on display.
Place: Rockwells Ballroom
Time: 11:30-1:30pm
Cost: $20 members
$25 non-members
Tables are $50 and space is limited
Call Allison to book at 604-826-6914 or
member_services@missionchamber.bc.ca

October 19
A YEAR IN BUSINESS MANAGING YOUR FINANCES
Monday Morning breakfast with Donna King

Trendy or What Knot owner Mady Pechler invites you to come in to knit, crochet or have fun exploring her trendy yarn
finds.
PHOTO: PAUL HOCKRIDGE

Spotlight on Excellence:
Bringing world trends into local
focus: Trendy or What Knot
Kathleen Rake

CLICK MEDIA WORKS

Trendy or What Knot Yarns & Gifts, the
2015 recipient of the Mission Regional
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Award--Local Focus, was born
in the spring of 2014 of owner Mady
Pechler’s own love of knitting and her
habit of travelling the Lower Mainland
to take in new yarn trends and unique
finds.
“Every time my sister-in-law—a fellow
hobby knitter and yarn lover—visited
from the Netherlands, we’d head out
on a weekend journey of new yarn
discovery. It wasn’t unusual to head
to Vancouver, the Island, or Sunshine
Coast to explore what knitters and
other yarn lovers were doing,” ex-

plained Pechler. “And always we’d run
into people who were doing the same.”
So she decided to create a destination
for other “yarn explorers” on 1St. Ave.
in downtown Mission.
Today Pechler brings in yarn from all
over the world, and customers from all
over B.C. She watches Europe closely
to see what the trends are there today,
knowing they will follow soon here in
Canada. “I am ahead of the curve as
often as possible,” she said. A good example of that is the chunky, big yarn
made from t-shirt fabric that can be
crocheted into a purse, rug, throw pillow, or whatever else your imagination
allows.
In addition to myriad yarns, Pechler

offers knitting and crochet supplies,
classes and workshops, as well as a
place where “people can just come in
with their projects, sit at the table to
work, and ask questions if they need
help.”
A number of yarn-related hand-made
items from local artisans, who sell their
pieces at Trendy or What Knot on consignment, are found within the store.
“We are so glad to help locals sell their
wares,” said Pechler. “And we are happy
to be able to provide space to a local
jeweller, Studio KiKaBoe, and the Mission Weavers & Spinners Guild’s Loom
Room.”
For more info, call 604-287-5668 or
visit www.TrendyOrWhatKnot.ca.

Financial training sessions with
humour. Learn how to leverage the info
you have and work smarter, not harder
when it comes to finances.
Place: 34033 Lougheed Hwy
Time: 8:30am-10am
Cost: Free to members

October 20
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS,
TRENDY OR WHAT KNOT
YARNS & GIFTS
The Business After Hours mixer is the
best way to make connections within the
Mission Business community. Trendy or
what Knot Yarns & Gifts is a trendy local
yarn store selling yarn and yarn related
handmade artisan items.
Place: 33138 First Avenue
Time: 5pm-7pm
Cost: FREE to members

November 19
CHAMBER MONTHLY LUNCHEON
Speaker: Constant Contact – The Power
of Email Marketing & getting CASL
compliant
Place: Rockwell’s Chapel Room
Time: 11:30am-1pm
Price: $20 members
$25 non members !
Registration is required for all these
events. Visit missionchamber.bc.ca
and sign up today…..see you there!

CHAMBER COMING EVENTS

October 15
MISSION CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
BUSINESS SHOWCASE
AND NETWORKING EVENT

Your Power Tool Experts.
MS 170
GAS
CHAIN SAW
with 16” Bar

FORESTRY
Chain Saws •Bar & Chain •Chain Saw Mills
C
Chai
ills •Axes
ories
•Mauls •Safety Equipment •Accessories

LAWN & GARDEN
MRSP $279.95

24995

$

Riding Mowers & Tractors •Lawnmowers
wers
rs
•Blowers •Grass & Hedge Trimmers
s
•Tillers •Cultivators •Accessories

SAFETY & FOOTWEAR
R

“We Service What We Sell”
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• Sales
Sa • Parts • Service • Work Clothing

33320 Glasgow Ave., Mission
3

604.826.8696

prospectequipment.com
pr
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Join thousands of local businesses in one online directory. Get listed, support your community and attract
local shoppers. Hop on the Chamber of Commerce
Community App! For only $50 the first YEAR you can
get your business listed in a professionally developed
app (Apple + Android), host contests, post deals and
engage with local consumers.

For details contact Allison at 604-826-6914
or member_services@missionchamber.bc.ca
• Premium Listing
• Chamber Members $50.00 for the first year,
following year $100
• Non Members: $100.00 for the first year

The Community App...
Get Mobile Now

Join us at the Chamber Showcase on October 15
to learn more and sign up on site!

member_services@missionchamber.bc.ca

Kristin Parsons

Allison Jack

Executive Director

Member Services

MEMBERS
i-Open
Technologies Inc.
7337 Welton Street
Mission, British Columbia
Ph: 1-877-256-7722

Mediasuite Software
Development
32990 Bracken Avenue
Mission, BC
Ph: 604-618-4821

The Center for
Epilepsy and Seizure
Education BC
112 - 32868 Ventura Avenue
Abbotsford, BC
Ph: 604-853-7399

“Membership has its benefits!””
execdir@missionchamber.bc.ca
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Did you know that in October
The Mission Chamber of Commerce
will be launching a Community App?

INCLUDES:
• Complete Business Description
• Logo or photograph
• GPS Directions
• Up to three incentive reward/special promotion listings
• Link to the business website

WELCOME TO OUR NEW

Rabab Indian
Restaurant

Also, your
centre for
Mission &
BC Tourist
Information

7871 Stave Lake Street
Mission, BC
Ph: 604-289-0099

Neil Westergard
Trucking
33795 Bowie Dr.
Mission, BC
Ph: 778-908-2446

SHS Construction
Surrey, B.C
Ph: 604-835-7370

GEN Trading Ltd.
Burnaby, BC
Ph: 604-802-1906

Avis Restoration
Services Ltd
Surrey, B.C
Ph: 604-518-6792

RockGuy
Chilliwack, BC
Ph: 604-845-5665

Preferred
Plumbing
Port Coquitlam, BC
Ph: 604-834-4919

Al Johnston
Builders Ltd
Coquitlam, BC
Ph: (604) 720-6245

Bright Star Plumbing
& Heating Supply Ltd.

inFOCUS
Leadership
Solutions

Vancouver, B.C
Ph: 604-872-5348

Abbotsford, BC
Ph: 604-866-0057

Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce
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To become a member visit us online
at missionchamber.bc.ca or call 604-826-6914

DAVIES

To advertise here,
contact Karen at the

Sand & Gravel Ltd.

604.826.6736

All types of Sand,
Gravel & Topsoil
•Excavators •Low-beds •Topsoil
•Loading •Trucking •Cats
11496 DEWDNEY TRUNK RD., MISSION, BC • MAIL - BOX 3663 • V2V 4L2

“Promoting
Business and
Tourism
Development
in Mission”
I N F O R M AT I O N A V A I L A B L E

Suite 1
33775
Essendene
Avenue,
Abbotsford
604.746.2972

www.bajpai.ca

Vishal Kant Bajpai,
BSc, JD

Personal injury
urry
• Family law
• Business law
w
•

• Mission Community Profile
• Commercial and Industrial Property Inventory
• Business Opportunities
34033 LOUGHEED HWY., MISSION, BC V2V 5X8
Tel: 604.820.3789 • Fax: 604.820.6738 • Toll Free: 1.866.814.1222

email: edc@mission.ca • www.mission.ca

w w w. m i s s i o n c h a m b e r. b c . c a

604-820-5453
karen.murtagh@missioncityrecord.com

Loans for business
start-ups or expansions
604-826-6252
info@northfraser.org
www.northfraser.org

BusinessTRACK

Kathleen Rake

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Spotlight on Business:
CHIROPRACTIC Just Turned “Awesome”
CLICK MEDIA WORKS

There is a new shingle up at the
Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce office and Visitor Centre on
Lougheed Highway; more accurately, there is a new sign, and this
one is big, bright and pink.
Say hello to Dr. Nicole Landgraf, an
experienced chiropractor, who has
been practicing since 1998 and is
welcoming new patients from Mission and area to Awesome Chiropractic.
“In addition to working with people
who have been injured at work or
play, or who suffer chronic pain,
I focus much of my practice on
children, families and pregnant
women,” said Nicole, “so I wanted a
business name that would resonate
with the kids. That’s why I chose
Awesome Chiropractic.”

Dr. Nicole Landgraf welcomes new patients to her new location at
the Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce building on Lougheed
Hwy.
PHOTO: CLICK MEDIA WORKS

ago, and I am so glad we did,” she
said. “I am excited that my kids get
to grow up here, while I get to provide wellness care to the people
who live and work here,” she added.

plained Nicole. “I was in a four-car
accident and badly injured when
I was just 17. It was chiropractic
care that facilitated my healing and
sparked my passion to help others.”

And she should know what resonates with kids; Nicole and her
husband Chad have four children
(including one set of twins) all under the age of six.

Nicole uses a gentle adjusting technique called Activator alongside a
holistic approach to patient health
care and will not hesitate to work
with other practitioners to make
sure her patients receive the best
possible all-around care.

Nicole is available to see patients
by appointment Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday mornings, and Monday through Thursday evenings.

“We moved to Mission three years

“Chiropractic saved my life,” ex-

To make an appointment, call or
text to (604) 226-7201. For more
information visit facebook.com/
MissionChiropractor.

Dr. Nicole Landgraf (far right, rear), her husband Chad and
their four children enjoy Mission’s great outdoors.

Symons Tire

A world of experience, locally.

Premium Tires and Top-Rated Service

Fraser Valley's legal experts.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973

Michelin Premier A/S
Introducing a new technology labeled
as EverGrip to maintain wet braking
grip as a tire wears. This is a grand
all-season
SAFE WHEN NEW touring
SAFE WHEN
WORN tire developed for the
drivers of coupes, sedans & minivans.

• BRAKE SERVICE • TUNE-UPS • LUBE & OIL • CLUTCHES • ALTERNATORS

Gordon D. Taylor

John G. Tait,

Gordon W. Ruley

Donna K. Maser

Q.C.:
• Wills & Estate Planning
and Litigation
• Corporate & Business
Law
• General Civil Litigation

Q.C.:
• Divorce & Family Law
• Wills & Estate Planning and
Litigation

• Real Estate Transactions
• Commercial Development
• Corporate & Business
Law
• Wills & Estate Planning

• Divorce and Family Law
• Child Protection
• Family Law Mediation
• Family Law Arbitration
• Aboriginal Law

Eleanor L. MacDonald

Chris J. Stenerson

Troy A. Dickson

Jason A. Hughes

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

• MUFFLERS & EXHAUST • TIRES: ROTATION & BALANCING • WHEEL
ALIGNMENT • SHOCKS & STRUTS • DIAGNOSTICS
Your Extended Warranty Plan is Welcome Here.

Locally owned and operated since 1973

Wills & Estate Planning
Representation Agreements
Real Estate Transactions
Divorce & Family Law

33245 GLASGOW AVENUE • 604.826.9119
(LOCATED NEXT TO COMMUTER RAIL)

www.symonstire.com

Personal Injury/ICBC claims
Divorce & Family Law
Estate Litigation
General Civil Litigation

• Divorce & Family Law
• General Civil Litigation
• Wills & Estates

Articled Student

33066 First Avenue, Mission
p:

604-826-1266

f:

604-826-4288

e: info@taylortait.com

A full service Law Firm serving the Fraser Valley since 1978
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www.taylortait.com

BUSINESS •INDUSTRY • DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH IN MISSION

BusinessTRACK

Connecting talent with employers
Looking for the right talent? WorkBC
provides B.C. employers with a comprehensive website that includes information to help support and grow their
business, as well as access to a job board
that helps employers find quality talent
through free job postings. Check out:
www.workbc.ca/Employers.aspx or
Mission’s website : www.fvessc.com
Wage Subsidy Service
The Employment Program of BC pays a
wage subsidy to employers who hire and
provide on-the-job training to an eligible
job seeker. A win-win situation occurs
when the worker gains new skills and experience, and the employer gains a trained
employee and financial acknowledgement of the time it takes to conduct that
training.
If you need to fill a long term position that
offers 35 hours or more per week, you
may be eligible to receive up to 50% of
the new worker's wages. Wage Subsidy
agreements are negotiated individually,
based on several factors. Please note that
the contract must be negotiated and approved before the employee starts work.

Eligible participants must be unemployed,
legally entitled to work in Canada, not related to the employer, lack some of the
skills required for the job, and have an
attachment to Employment Insurance,
which the WorkBC Employment Service
Centre in Mission can determine.
Customized Employment (CE) and Job
Carving (JC) opportunities also benefit
employers and job seekers.
• Customized employment is a flexible
process designed to personalize the
employment relationship between a
job candidate and an employer in a
way that meets the needs of both.
• Job carving is the act of analyzing work
duties performed in a given job and
identifying specific tasks that might
be assigned to an employee with disabilities.
Community and Employer Partnerships
are intended to help those facing multiple
barriers to employment and client inclusion groups find work by identifying indemand skills and employment opportunities, as well as providing hands-on train-

ing and work experience in communities
across B.C. Funding is available for community projects that focus on increasing
employability and sharing labour market
information throughout B.C. in four ways:
• Job Creation Partnerships provide
funding to organizations to help with
community-based projects by providing valuable work experience and skills
enhancement to eligible jobseekers.
• Labour Market Partnerships fund
community organizations to develop
and implement ways to address the
local labour market or urgent community employment issues.

Are you a small business
owner in Mission?
Do you want to reach
over 25,000 readers
in 11,000 homes?

To Celebrate
SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK
IN OCTOBER

Mission City Record is offering a

50% discount
to all Chamber Members!
Plus FREE COLOUR! *

To reserve you space and start attracting
new business in your community call:

Karen @ 604.820.5453

R E A D | R E A C H | R E S P E C T E D | R E S U LT S !
*(Min. 1/4 page ad/min. 2 ads booked. Valid in issues: Oct. 16th, 23rd, 30th, 2015)

w w w. m i s s i o n c h a m b e r. b c . c a

• Project-Based Labour Market
Training helps groups of people such as people who have received
layoff notices - with on- or off-thejob employment training.
• Research and Innovation encourages progressive research to find
better ways of helping people find
work as quickly as possible using untried and untested methods.
For more information, contact:
Ron Smith, WorkBC ESC Mission
604-826-0626
rsmith@workbcmission.com

