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10 High School Seniors receive
2018 ACC Scholarship Foundation award

Arshia Batra, DeBakey High School, Houston ISD receiving the check.

Scholarship recipients with the sponsors/presenters ( 8 out of 10 recipients attended and 1 parent received on behalf of her
daughter. (Photo by Shobana Muratee)
by Shobana Muratee

H

OUSTON – Asian Chamber of Commerce (ACC)
Scholarship
Foundation
recognized 10 Houston high school
seniors for their academic and civic
accomplishments on June 7, 2018 at
a formal Scholarship Awards banquet
held on Thursday, June 7 at the Brae
Burn Country Club on 8101 Bissonnet Street. This year, several scholarships were offered by Bellaire Rotary
Club, Asian Chamber of Commerce
Scholarship Foundation, and the City
of Houston Office of Business Opportunity Advisory Board College Scholarship.
Trung H Doan, Partner, Studio RED
Architects and Chair, ACC Scholarship Foundation welcomed the guests
and spoke briefly about Foundation
that has been awarding scholarships
for 14 years. Doan congratulated the
10 outstanding recipients and recognized the contributions of the parents,
teachers and sponsors. He also introduced Foundation board members: Dr.
Parvin Bagherpour, Chief Academic
& Student Service Officer, Graduate
Medical Education Development and
Catherine Le, J.D. Secretary & Board
Member, Managing Partner, The Law
Firm of Catherine Le, PLLC.

tion. Sponsors that included members
of ACC and the Bellaire/Southwest
Rotary Club were invited to present
the check to the recipients.

2018 Scholarship Recipients

Yuliza Lara, Heights High School,
Houston ISD
Anh M. Nguyen, Jersey Village High
School, Cy-fair ISD

Outstanding, High School Seniors

Emily N. Nguyen, Klein Oak High
School, Klein ISD

The following 10 students received
$1,000 in scholarship:

Jenisha D. Patel, Humble High
School, Humble ISD

Shalom O. Akinwunmi, George Bush
High School, Fort Bend ISD

Nisha Saif, Stephen F. Austin High
School, Fort Bend ISD

Arshia Batra, DeBakey High School,
Houston ISD

Brittany Y. Tran, Deer Park High
School, Deer Park ISD

Jasmine Huang, Bellaire High School,
Houston ISD

Devanshi H. Udeshi, Stephen F.
Austin High School, Fort Bend ISD

Emily N. Nguyen, Klein Oak High School, Klein ISD receiving the check from
Milton Young, ACC President. (Photos by Shobana Muratee)
Ten outstanding students were recognized for their academic and civic
accomplishments with scholarship
awards to assist in financing their college education.
The Asian Chamber of Commerce

Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) and was founded in 2005 to provide scholarships to further students’
higher education goals. Since 2005,
the Foundation has awarded over 110
scholarships.

On the Path of Leadership

Brent Borgstedte, President, Bellaire/Southwest Rotary Club gave an
overview of the 50- member Chapter
that has held fielded fundraisers for
more than 50 years, and their current
primary fundraising event is an annual
Fish Fry Festival for the community,
featuring entertainment, contests, tasty
food, and both live and silent auctions.
The 2018 ACC Scholarship Luncheon
is their second consecutive hosting.
The scholarships award was a $1000
check to each of the 10 recipients to
assist in financing their college educa-

Florida survivors
of school gun
massacre to hit
the road for arms
control
by Leila Macor

M

IAMI | AFP - High school
students in Parkland, Florida -- where a former student shot dead 17 people in February
-- will start traveling across the United
States this month to urge young people to stand up and vote against the
powerful gun rights lobby.
The national tour announced Monday and dubbed the “March For Our
Lives: Road to Change” will kick off
June 15 and is slated to make 50 stops
in more than 20 states -- “places where
the NRA National Rifle Association)
has bought and paid for politicians
who refuse to take simple steps to
save our lives,” the movement’s website said.
The goal is to “hold politicians accountable,” said Cameron Kasky, a
teen activist who helped found the
March For Our Lives campaign after surviving the carnage at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School.
“Our generation and many generations that are helping us can change
the game,” said the 17-year-old, who
cannot yet vote himself.

YLDP Batch of 2018 and directors with keynote speaker Consul General of India, Houston, Dr. Anupam Ray (center)
by Neil Raguthu

T

he Youth Leadership Development Program of 2017-18
ended with a graduation event
on May 19th, 2018 at the India House,
Houston. As I look back at the program and the leaders I was exposed
to during the last several months, I am
truly overwhelmed and grateful for all
that I have learnt through their words
of wisdom. I began the journey to become a future leader and learned during the multiple sessions, what exactly
it meant to be a leader. The program,
in addition to several other things,
taught me the importance of promoting teamwork, to face failure, and to
make sacrifices for the betterment of
others.
Being a leader isn’t about improving one’s own individual skills, but it
is rather to make the team work better
together and succeed. We learnt this
from Mr. Bhavesh Patel, now CEO of
LyondellBassel who had earlier in his
career, been tasked with the restructuring of the company in the European
sector. He saw that the best way forward was to rework the entire structure by getting every employee involved. He strongly believed in taking
input from his team members. His success story showed us the importance

of teamwork in being a real leader.
Facing failure is a common part of
life, but leaders are able to rise above
the problems they face and continue
to succeed. YLDP had taught us this
when they invited Dr. Latha Ramchand, Dean of the C.T.Bauer College
of Business, Univ. of Houston, to give
us a presentation about the “Power
of Failure”. She spoke about one of
her own failures when she admitted
to quitting the doctoral program at
the Kellogg School of Management.
However she later returned to continue her studies and is now a senior
acadamecian. She said returning to
her studies had been a pivotal point
in her life because it proved to her
that failure can be conquered. What
defined her was that she got back up
stronger. Accepting one own failures
is difficult, but having failed doesn’t
make us failures. It only encourages
us to try harder and strive for higher
levels of success.
To truly be a leader in the world, it
takes the will to sacrifice for the betterment of others. Dr. Anupam Ray,
Consul General of India in Houston, embodies this belief through his
works. Dr. Ray was the Chief Guest
and Keynote Address Speaker at the
YLDP graduation event this year
and we had the privilege of listening

to his wisdom. He talked about what
he believed a leader needs- the ability
to face adversity with courage and to
build one’s character by making sacrifices.

They truly define the skills and qualities of a leader and taught us how we
could develop and implement effective strategies for our own success as
future leaders.

What really stood
out was his own
story of sacrifice.
He is a Neurosurgeon by education
and training, but instead of pursuing a
career in medicine,
he chose to work
for society. He sacrificed a wealthier
lifestyle because
he believed that he
could help more
people in his current career. His
story shows that
leadership
isn’t
about having control or money, but
rather working to
ensure that others can have better
lives as well.
These are only
few of the lessons
that we learnt dur- Consul General of India, Houston, Dr. Anupam Ray
ing the year from
various speakers.

