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Guests Wined and Dined at
Montebello Chamber’s Eighth
Annual Taste of the Town
The Eighth Annual Taste of the Town took place on Friday, November 4, with
the best restaurants and beverages the area has to offer. Area chefs created amazing
dishes and desserts for guests to sample. This year, two wineries—San Antonio Winery
and PRP International Wines—poured the delicious vintages they were showcasing.
Returning fan favorites Tequila Don Nacho and Constellation Brands served a variety of beers. If you have never been to the Taste of the Town, you are missing out
on tasting the best food and beverages our local community has to offer. It is a fun
event with music, food, wine, tequila and beer, and an opportunity raffle. The Taste
of the Town is held every November at the beautiful Bagramian Hall in Montebello.

Congratulations to 2016 Taste of the Town ‘Best Taste’ Winners!

Best Adult Beverage 2016
San Antonio Winery
737 Lamar St., Los Angeles, CA 90031
(323) 223-1401

Best Appetizer/Entreé 2016
Hye Cuisine
2110 W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 278-0102

From all of us at the Montebello
Chamber of Commerce, we
thank you for your support
throughout this year and we
wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a very Happy Holiday
Season, and a Peaceful and
Prosperous New Year.
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Best Baked Goods 2016
Amy’s Pastry
2208 W. Beverly Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 724-0488

“The Holiday Season is a perfect time to reflect
on our blessings and seek out ways to make life
better for those around us.” —Terri Marshall

2016-17 Upcoming Events

December 7 – Chief McClure Holiday Lunch and Toy Drive, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Montebello Senior Center, 115 S. Taylor Ave., Montebello
December 14 – Networking Breakfast 3.0, 7:30 to 9:30 am
Citadel Outlets Community Room, 100 Citadel Dr., Commerce
December 14 – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Smiles LA
4975 Whittier Blvd., Los Angeles
December 15 – Christmas Mixer, Ecologica Organic Spa
1408 Whitter Blvd., Montebello
December 25 – Merry Christmas!
January 1 – Happy New Year!
January 11 – Networking Breakfast 3.0, to be announced
January 13 – Cash Mob, 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.
La Costa Restaurant, 854 N. Garfield Ave., Montebello
April – Business Expo, to be announced
Please check our website calendar at www.montebellochamber.org for all of our
community events.
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTARY

An Official Publication of the Montebello Chamber of Commerce
2016-2017 Officers
Chairperson of the Board . . . . . . . Stepan Boyajian, Montebello Tire Pros
Vice Chair . . . . . . . . Barbara Risher Welch, Risher Montebello Mortuary
Vice Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Armando Arenas, La Costa Restaurant
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ilma V. Avila, Ilma V. Avila, CPA
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Byron de Arakal, Cook Hill Properties, LLC
Past Chairman . . . John Pringle, Esq., Roquemore, Pringle and Moore, Inc.
Board of Directors
Ernesto Flores . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camino Federal Credit Union
Humberto Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Shield
Ralph E. Hansen, D.M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Whittier Palm Dentistry
Darrell H. Heacock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Homer R. Heacock Realty
Lidia Kondratuk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Century 21 George Michael Realty
Greg Millsap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Shops at Montebello
Jay Nomura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M’s Flowers

By Chairman Stepan Boyajian
Elections are over. We have a new president—a man who
believes there is much to be fixed with America. But that
is nothing new. America has been a great country over the
last 240-plus years precisely because the American people
are overachievers, always believing that they can do better—improve on quality of life, individual rights, strengthen
our economy and make our communities safer.
Montebello is no different. We have a beautiful, diverse
community supporting a business community that continuously looks to improve and expand the scope and quality of
goods and services for the Montebello consumer. One very important and dynamic
aspect of our community that is often overlooked is our police department, fire department and first responders.
As we head into the holidays, many of us will undoubtedly spend time with family and friends during those special evenings or mornings, but not our police or
fire departments. They never close shop. They are the pillars we rely on as we are
away from our businesses and homes enjoying the holidays. While we are having a
blessed hot meal or a weekend getaway to the mountains, these women and men are
not having their meals with their families nor enjoying a trip to Big Bear Lake. They
are giving us reason to believe and trust that our homes, streets and city continue to
be as safe and possible.
So during the holidays, while we give thanks to the Lord of our choosing for
the many blessings we have, such as health and family, let us not forget a word of
gratitude in our prayers for the women and men of the Montebello police and fire
departments and other first responders.
On behalf of the Montebello Chamber of Commerce Board of directors, staff,
ambassadors and all members, please enjoy this holiday season and may 2017 be a
year full of health, happiness and prosperity.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

George B. Pacheco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Law Offices of George B. Pacheco
Martha Snook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beverly Hospital
Chamber Staff
Pamela Wilkinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President/CEO
Jacqueline Derimow . . . . . . . . . . . . Director, Events and Communications
Montebello Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
109 North 19th Street, Montebello, CA 90640
323 721-1153 • Fax 323 721-7946
www.montebellochamber.org

Contact Information for Elected Officials
President of the United States Barack Obama (D)
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C. 20500
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D)
11111 Santa Monica Blvd. #915, Los Angeles, CA 90025
(310) 914-7300 / Washington D.C. (202) 224-3841
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D)
312 N. Spring St., #1748, Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 894-5000 / Washington D.C. 202-224-3553
U.S. Representative, 38th District Linda Sanchez (D)
12440 E. Imperial Hwy., Ste. 140, Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 864-4542 / fax (562) 863-5460
Washington D.C. (202) 226-1012
irma.gorrocino@mail.house.gov
www.lindasanchez.house.gov
Governor Jerry Brown (D)
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento, CA 95814
(510) 628-0202 / www.gov.ca.gov
State Senator, 32nd District Tony Mendoza (D)
17315 Studebaker Rd., Ste. 332, Cerritos, CA 90703
(562) 860-3202 / fax (562) 924-4802
Sacramento (916) 651-4032
State Assembly 58th District Cristina Garcia (D)
8255 Firestone Blvd., Ste. 203, Downey, CA 90241
(562) 861-5803 / Sacramento (916) 319-2058
Marcos.Alamillo@asm.ca.govasmdc.org
County Supervisor 1st District Hilda Solis
500 W Temple St, Room 856, Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 974-4111 / firstdistrict@bos.lacounty.gov
State Board of Equalization 3rd District
Jerome E. Horton, Chairman
2361 Rosecrans Ave., Suite 450, El Segundo, CA 90245
(310) 297-5201 / Carla.martinez@boe.ca.gov
www.boe.ca.gov
MONTEBELLO CITY COUNCIL
(323) 887-1367
Mayor Art Barajas
Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero
Councilmember Vanessa Delgado
Councilmember Jack Hadjinian
Councilmember William Molinari
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MEMBER NEWS
East San Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless Working Together
with Southern California Gas Co. Employees to Serve Our Communities
The East San Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless (ESGVCH) is a nonprofit 501c3 charitable organization, incorporated since 1994, based in Hacienda
Heights in the San Gabriel Valley, operating under a
voluntary board of directors to directly aid people bringing hope and restoring dignity to people experiencing
homelessness.
Resources come from churches, service groups, foundations, businesses, government agencies, individuals
and families. The ESGVCH serves all persons who are
homeless according to the federal definition, and without
discrimination based on age, gender, race, ethnicity,
lifestyle, or national origin.

We are most grateful for Southern California Gas
Co.’s example of community service, compassion and
mercy to homeless whose population is growing and who
are often unwanted, unloved, and uncared for. Real love
is selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional. We hope that
other businesses, small and large, will follow as well.
The ESGVCH is a coalition where all work together
to help the homeless. Our website is ESGVCH.org,
email address is esgvch@aol.com, and phone is (626)
333-7204.

This year Southern California Gas Co., through their
Azusa/Industry bases which serve Azusa, Covina, West
Covina, Diamond Bar, Glendora, Industry and San Dimas is gathering personal items, clothing and potential
funds from employees which will be donated to the
homeless during the ESGVCH’s Winter Shelter which
will be from Dec. 1, 2016 through March 1, 2017 and
the Emergency Assistance Center in Hacienda Heights.
Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what
we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

Thank You to Our
December Advertisers
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce thanks the
advertisers who make it possible for this publication to
be distributed to all 15,000 businesses and residents of
the city. We ask you to support all of these advertisers:
Alondra Hot Wings
Camino Federal Credit Union
Catering by Herach & Ara
City of Montebello
Cook Hill Properties, LLC
Ilma V. Avila, C.P.A.
La Costa Restaurant
Law Offices of George B. Pacheco and Associates
Rio’s Pizza
Risher Montebello Mortuary
Roquemore Pringle & Moore
San Gabriel Valley Water Company
Sudha Govindarajan, M.D.
The Shops at Montebello
Tire Pros

AV RAted In MARtIndAle-Hubbell
JOHN P. PRINGLE,
PARTNER

• Real estate law
• BankRuptcy law
• coRpoRate law
SHARON WU,
• civil litigation
OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR
• tRust/wills
• conseRvatoRships
• pRoBate
Chamber
• Municipal law
Member
We are a debt relief agency.
We help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

(323) 722-8183

531 N. Montebello Blvd,
Montebello, CA 90640

Discounts

TELEPHONE: 323-724-3117

6055 E. WASHINGTON BLVD., SUITE 500
LOS ANGELES, CA 90040-2466
rpmlaw.com

‘Best Pizza in Town Since 1979’

Special

Large 16” Pizza
With One Topping
nly

O

13.99

$

Plus Tax

Must Present Coupon

Not valid on deliver. Cannot
combine with any other offer.
Expires 1/31/17.

Family Feast
Large 16” Pizza

With One Topping
Large Spaghetti
Garlic Bread
Large Salad
6 Pack of Soda
Must Present Coupon

28.99

$

Not valid on deliver. Cannot
combine with any other offer.
Expires 1/31/17.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

FMUSDF Board President Ernesto Flores and Edward James Olmos

Chabbie Coronado and Edward James Olmos

FMUSDF Presents Service to Education Award to Edward James Olmos
The Friends of Montebello Unified
School District Foundation honored Edward James Olmos with the prestigious
Service to Education Award on Saturday, October 29, at the Quiet Cannon
in Montebello.
More than 280 guests turned out to
witness and support this event.

FMUSDF Board President Ernesto
Flores welcomed guests and introduced
dignitaries. Lovey Sherman led the Flag
Salute and Darrell Heacock gave the
invocation.
A silent auction was on going during
the evening’s festivities under the direction of retired MUSD Administrator

Debbie De La Torre.
After dinner, President Ernesto Flores
introduced master of ceremonies Pepe
Serna, who introduced the Olmos family.
Among his many accolades, honors
and recognitions, Edward James Olmos is the founder and chairman of the
Latino Film Institute Youth Cinema
Project (LFIYCP) a statewide project
based learning educational program that
develops creativity and promotes literacy
in fourth through 12th grade in public
schools through the art of filmmaking.
Special tribute was given to Olmos by
Eastmont Intermediate School Principal
Cecilia Ramirez and representing the
Latino Film Institute Margarita Reyes.
Mr. Olmos has returned to MUSD to
work with other schools.
FMUSDF board member and longtime friend of Mr. Olmos, Jay Nomura,
presented a video on the life and contributions of EJO. It is noteworthy to say
that Mr. Olmos is a product of MUSD,
having spent his early days at Greenwood
School with Jay and then graduating from
Montebello High School.
Among the many honors which have

been bestowed on Mr. Olmos was his
induction into the MHS Alumni Hall
of Fame.
Many commendations were given to
Mr. Olmos from various legislative offices and cities in the area.
A highlight of the evening was the
FMUSDF Service to Education gift
to Edward James Olmos which was a
$3,000 scholarship in his name to be
presented to a worthy MUSD high school
senior student.
Montebello High School College
Counselor Ms. Roseann Casalicchio
introduced MHS Class of 2016 graduate
Chabblie J. Coronado, a student at California State University, Los Angeles.
At that time Mr. Olmos presented the
scholarship to Chabblie. She was gracious and articulate in her acceptance.
Mr. Olmos’ acceptance of the FMUSDF Service to Education Award was
heartfelt and entertaining.
Photos with Mr. Olmos were taken
as the evening’s activities began. Olmos
film posters were sold and autographed
by him at the conclusion of the program.

CSHM Senior Appointed
Brother and Sister Spearhead to City Youth Commission
Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Mark Anthony Portillo, of Cherry
Creek Mortgage Company, along with
his mother and sister, Elizabeth and
Jennifer, respectively, spearheaded a
turkey giveaway for deserving families
the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.
Recipients lined up in the Montebello
Senior Center parking lot just before
11:00 a.m., where they were treated to
coffee and donuts while waiting for the
turkeys to be delivered.
The giveaway, in its second year, was
inspired by a story Portillo’s grandmother tells how one year her parents could
not afford to give their children anything
but an apple for Christmas.
“My grandparents raised us to be
grateful for whatever we had with the
understanding that no matter what our
situation we always have something to
give, whether it be a hug, a smile, or a
prayer,” said Portillo.
“I believe that if we live and act from
that place of gratitude, we can do incredible things. That is what my sister
and I are trying to do at today’s event.
Thankfully, we are surrounded by generous and caring individuals that were glad
to help us.”
“This is truly a blessing for my family
this Thanksgiving,” said a single mother

in line with her children.
“We contacted churches, veteran
groups, nonprofits, and schools,” said
Portillo.”
However, as long as there were turkeys, no one in line was turned away.
“I am always looking for a way to give
back to a community that has given me
so much,” said Portillo. “Last year, our
office donated five turkeys. This year,
my sister and I challenged ourselves to
do one hundred.”
Heal our Hoods, New American Funding, Keller Williams Realty Downey,
Residential Bancorp, U-Haul, Grocery
Outlet, Excellence Real Estate, RE/Max
Sky, the Montebello District Association
of Realtors, and Eddie Garcia of Realty
of Chicago, along with donations from
a “GoFundMe” campaign, also contributed to the event.
“Along with our donors, the event
would not have been possible without
the support we received from the City
of Montebello,” added Portillo.
“The spirit of giving and community
displayed here today is outstanding,”
said City Manager Francesca Schuyler.
“We greatly appreciate the thoughtfulness for the community.”
Portillo is setting a goal of 300 turkeys
for next Thanksgiving.

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Cantwell-Sacred Heart of Mary (CSHM) senior Rachel
Luna has been appointed to the Montebello Youth and Education Commission by Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero.
“It has always been a passion of mine to lead and help others,” said Luna, CSHM student body president. “I thought
that becoming a Montebello city youth commissioner would
be a wonderful and perfect opportunity to help further that
passion, but this time I would be able share it with the City.”
Luna recounts listening to a panel of inspiring women at
last year’s school retreat.
“Mayor Pro Tem Romero attended and mentioned that Rachel Luna
she was searching for a youth commissioner and I applied,”
said Luna. “I later had an interview with her. When I received the call that I got it,
I was so excited!”
The Youth and Education Commission advises the city council on matters relating
specifically to youth. This includes “activities oriented toward educational, recreational, civic programs, and those activities that pertain to life issues. Thus, addressing the educational and leisure needs, creating awareness, and improving quality of
life for our youth. The duties of the Commission shall also include the identification
and publication of educational opportunities for youth and the development of youth
leadership.”
“Through this wonderful opportunity, I hope to learn more about the opinions and
thoughts of the people of Montebello,” said Luna.
After graduation, Luna plans to attend a four-year university and study economics.
“I am applying to schools in Northern California and Boston,” she said. “After I
complete undergrad, I hope to attend law school to fulfill my dream of becoming an
immigration and civil rights attorney.”
During her four years at CSHM, Luna has “made amazing friends and learned
from some of the most influential teachers.”
“Leaving high school is an end to a huge chapter of my life, but I am excited to
leave knowing I have made the most out of my time there,” said added.
Luna was sworn in at the November 30 city council meeting.
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City of Montebello News
Montebello Police Department Holiday Safety Tips from the
Offers Holiday Safety Tips
Montebello Fire Department
As we dash about getting ready for the holidays, the Montebello Police Department
reminds us we can never be too careful, too prepared or too aware as the potential
for robberies and thefts increase this time of year.
When out shopping, focus on your surroundings. Park in well-lit lots and be aware of
strangers approaching you. “As you do your holiday shopping, your vehicle becomes
a preferred target of criminals,” said Montebello Police Captain Luis Lopez. “Avoid
leaving items in plain sight. If you must keep packages in your car, lock them in
the trunk and make sure your car doors are locked.” As you head back to your car,
locate your keys before arriving at your car.
Carry your valuables in a safe manner, carry only the credit cards you need and
keep cash in an inside pocket and at a minimum. Use ATM machines located in secure
areas and never withdraw more than you need.
“As the holiday season approaches, would be thieves will be looking for easy targets,” said Lopez. “The key is to make your residence a hard target. Open windows
and garage doors are an invitation for criminals.”
Close drapes so outsiders do not have an opportunity to view gifts or other items in
the home. Be aware of strangers at your door posing as couriers or soliciting funds.
“If packages are going to be delivered, arrange a drop-off time so that items are
not left on your porch unattended,” said Lopez.
If you are planning a holiday trip, have a neighbor pick up your mail and newspapers so they do not collect outside the home. Always keep your home lit inside and
out with automatic timers. There are many alarm and camera options that enhance
home security.
Whether hosting or attending parties, arrange for a designated driver. Never drink
and drive.
“Always report any suspicious activity to the Montebello Police Department,” added
Lopez. “We want you to enjoy the holidays and be safe.” For additional holiday
safety tips, visit the Montebello Police Department Facebook page.

It’s that time of year again. The holidays are here and many people are starting
to turn their homes into winter wonderlands—approximately 32 million households
across the United States.
As we enjoy the sparkle and twinkle, it’s important to remember a few common
sense safety tips from the Montebello Fire Department to ensure the holidays are
bright and merry for you and your loved ones.
While Christmas trees are a festive addition to any holiday decor, they can present
an extreme fire danger when they begin to brown and dry out. A single spark can set
a dry tree ablaze as parched needles can light up in an instant. A dramatic increase in
the number of needles the tree drops each day means the tree is no longer fresh and
should be disposed of. Always unplug tree lights before leaving home or going to sleep.
While candles can be lovely, never use lit candles as decorations on a tree. Always
place them in a holder before lighting, never leave them unattended or near flammable
objects and always extinguish before bedtime.
Make sure all lights, electric decorations, and extension cords are UL listed. Use
outdoor-rated lights outdoors. Indoor-only lights exposed to the weather can cause
electric shock and are a potential fire hazard. Always follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for proper use and remember all lights and electric decorations, new or
used, should be inspected prior to use for any signs of damage or excessive wear
from previous years. Never overload extension cords. Check the wattage rating of
the extension cord and the power requirements of what you plan to plug into it.
A fireplace can be a beautiful addition to the holidays. Use a screen to prevent sparks
from entering your home and never use the fireplace to burn paper or other material.
“By following these tips, you can protect your home and family from fire and
make the holidays enjoyable and safe,” said Fire Marshal Kurt Johnson. “Never let
a preventable accident take the joy out of your holiday.”
For additional fire safety tips, contact Fire Marshal Johnson at kjohnson@cityofmontebello.com or (323) 887-4507.

City Officials, Volunteers
Help Build New Homes
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
City officials, including Mayor Art Barajas, Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero,
Council members Vanessa Delgado and Jack Hadjinian, City Manager Francesca
Schuyler, Battalion Chief Richard Fredrickson and 17 firefighters, rolled up their
sleeves on a recent Saturday to assist Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles,
and its volunteers, build four townhomes on Colegrove Avenue, benefitting four
fortunate families soon to become the proud homeowners.
“The community is partnering with Habitat for Humanity to help build affordable
housing opportunities in Montebello” said Mayor Barajas. “What a tremendous way
to show new residents that Montebello is about families and homeownership.”
“I was excited to participate and I learned so much about plumbing while working alongside the Habitat supervisors,” said Romero. “The volunteers and I had
an opportunity to make a big difference with a day’s work. It felt good making an
emotional connection through my involvement and meeting one of the families that
will be moving in.”
“This was a wonderful opportunity to do our part to build community by giving
of our time and labor, working side-by-side with hard-working families who need
affordable housing,” said Delgado, who helped paint and build window frames. “The
day was a unique reminder of the things that make Montebello special – families,
hard work, and kindness.”
“This is a great opportunity for the City to put resources available from the federal government into our community and make home ownership available to worthy
families who in most cases would not qualify to purchase a home,” said Hadjinian.
“I look forward to the families becoming members of our community.”
“This is truly an exciting day for everyone”, said City Manager Schuyler.
Firefighters assisted with digging trenches for electrical wiring and installing drywall and exterior siding.
“It’s always great to give back to the community that you serve on a daily basis,”
said Firefighter/Paramedic Justin Miller. “We enjoy getting out in our community and
lending a hand regardless if there is an emergency or not. We have chosen a career
of service, and strive to show that dedication to service whenever a need arises.”
“Thank you for coming out today,” said a Habitat spokesperson. “Although you
may leave the job site bumped, bruised and tired, we believe that the time you spend
volunteering will be rewarding in ways you never imagined.”
For additional information, visit www.habitatla.org.
— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

6

Spotlight on Montebello – www.montebellochamber.org

December 2016

MEMBER NEWS
Widow of CSHM Baseball
Coach Donates Scoreboard

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Cantwell-Sacred Heart of Mary (CSHM) baseball field is sporting a new scoreboard thanks to the generosity of Ana Marie Straight, widow of long-time baseball
coach Richard Straight. In 2014, the school’s newly-renovated baseball field was
named in memory of Coach Straight, who passed away in 2013.
According to Straight, school pride was of upmost importance to her late husband
and he would devote much of his free time to improving the baseball field.
“The field was named after
Coach Straight for the difference he made both on the
field and in the classroom,”
said then principal David
Chambers at the dedication.
Following graduation from
South Gate High School,
Coach Straight served on a
Navy submarine during the
Vietnam War. During his 17year tenure at CSHM, he led
the team to 139 victories and two league championships. His teams made six playoff
appearances and he was named West Valley Coach of the Year in 1979.
Ana Marie Straight, a graduate of Sacred Heart of Mary High School, worked as
the school secretary from 1973 to 1991. When Cantwell and Sacred Heart of Mary
High Schools merged in 1991, she joined CSHM and later became administrative
assistant to the principal until her retirement in 2012.
“My husband wanted his students to have pride in their school, in their baseball
field, and in themselves,” she said. “Since the field is now named in his memory,
I wanted those that come here to play or just enjoy the game, to have an upgraded
scoreboard.”
“We are very grateful to Mrs. Straight for this new scoreboard which will serve
our students for many years to come,” said Principal Robert Fraley.
“My husband loved the game of baseball and I hope this scoreboard in his memory
will serve as an additional source of pride for CSHM students,” she added.

Join the Montebello Chamber of Commerce
Call (323) 721-1153

Chevrolet of Montebello Joins
Fight Against Breast Cancer
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Again this year, Chevrolet of Montebello Dealer-Principal Chris Teague, along
with dealership staff, went to bat in the fight against breast cancer.
With the exterior of the dealership adorned with pink ribbons, and breast cancer
awareness flags, Chevrolet of Montebello kicked off October’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
“My mother-in-law passed away from breast cancer in 2011, after a 15-year fight
with the disease,” said Teague. “Breast cancer awareness, and finding a cure, is
something that is very important to my family.”
Throughout the month, employees raised funds in a variety of ways, including selling
“pink” merchandise, holding a luncheon and bake sale, and securing donations from
generous customers wanting to support the cause, with proceeds going to Making
Strides. A team of 40 representing the dealership also participated for the third year in
the 5K Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk held in downtown Los Angeles.
The money raised through Making Strides “helps the American Cancer Society in
the fight against breast cancer by funding innovative breast cancer research, providing free, comprehensive information and support for those touched by breast cancer,
and by helping people reduce their breast cancer risk or find it early when it’s most
treatable.”
Pink polo shirts were provided by the dealership and worn by employees every
Friday during October.
“We have all been touched in some way by this terrible disease,” said one employee.
“While much progress has been made, it’s time to find a cure.”
“While most people are aware of breast cancer, many forget about the importance
of early detection,” said a female employee. “Get those mammograms!”
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NEW MEMBERS
CENTURY 21
REALTY MASTERS
Xio Sandoval
830 North Wilcox Avenue
Montebello, CA 90640
(323)517-9249
Xiothedeal@gmail.com

ANGEL’S CLEANERS
137 N. Montebello Blvd., #L, Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 724-4372

STARBUCKS
COFFEE
#6570
800 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 721-5110
ww.starbucks.com

JCL TRAFFIC SERVICES
500 South Greenwood Avenue
Montebello, California 90640
(213) 622-9775
https://jcltraffic.com

Risher Mortuary Hosts
Annual Halloween Mixer

Chamber members and friends came
dressed and ready to have fun while networking at this year’s Halloween Mixer
hosted by Risher Mortuary and Cremation Service. Risher Mortuary provide
delicious food, beverages and candy and
raffle prizes for best costume.
Attendees have a wonderful time having fun while networking and making
new relationships.
Risher Mortuary and Cremation
Service is located at 1316 West Whittier Boulevard, Montebello, CA 90640.

MARKETING WITH RENA
Rena Garcia
(323) 767-6815
Renagarcia14@yahoo.com
www.marketingwithrena.com

PROFESSIONAL LANDLORD SERVICE
2521½ W. Beverly Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 727-9494
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Express Employment Professionals Celebrates Ribbon Cutting
Chamber members and dignitaries turned out in
November to support new member Express Employment Professionals at their office for a ribbon cutting
ceremony, which included their world champion Clydesdale horses for photo ops.
Presenting certificates were representative Ana Perez

from the Office of Senator Tony Mendoza, Christina
Asadourian from the Office of Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, and Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero from
the City of Montebello.
Frank Valencia and his wife were gracious hosts
and are very happy to be a part of the Montebello

community, while helping people gain employment.
Guests dined on a catered lunch provided by Catering
by Herach and Ara.
Express Employment Professionals is located at 1433
North Montebello Boulevard, Montebello, CA 90640;
telephone (323) 593-4100.

DoubleTree by Hilton Los Angeles–Rosemead Celebrates Grand Opening
On October 19, the DoubleTree by
Hilton Los Angeles–Rosemead celebrated the grand opening of its expansion
with a festive ribbon cutting ceremony
attended by area chamber of commerce
and community members.
The new wing of the hotel is very
beautiful and has a spacious new bar and
ballroom, and the accommodations are
exceptional.
The DoubleTree by Hilton Los Angeles–Rosemead is located at 888 Montebello Boulevard, Rosemead, CA 91770;
(323) 722-8800.

Beverly Hospital Celebrates Opening of Specialized Amputation Prevention Center
Beverly Hospital celebrated the opening in November of its new Amputation
Prevention Center with patients, chamber members, and the community.
This new program will help save
patients from amputation by providing
access to specialized care to heal wounds,

often caused by diabetes.
Led by highly-specialized affiliated
physicians and surgeons, the center offers inpatient and outpatient treatment,
comprehensive wound care, hyperbaric
oxygen chambers and state-of-the-art
technologies and equipment needed to

heal wounds and prevent amputation.
Beverly Hospital is one of only two
hospitals offering specialized services
in Southern California to help prevent
limb loss in those patients who may be
at risk of an amputation due to the complications from diabetes and other limb
threatening conditions such as peripheral
arterial disease (PAD) or critical limb
ischemia (CLI).
“In the communities we serve, diabetes is a serious health issue that affects
many,” said Charles Ananian, DPM, a
podiatrist and director of the Amputation
Prevention Program.
“The Amputation Prevention Center

facility will change the way we treat
limb-threatening conditions such as diabetic foot ulcers, setting a new standard
of care in the community. This program
will offer patients an alternative to
amputation while ensuring that our hospital continues to set the benchmark for
patient-centered care,” he added.
The opening of the amputation center
is part of Beverly Hospital’s transformational expansion plan that will increase its
capacity to provide care for Montebello
residents and surrounding communities.
Beverly Hospital Amputation Prevention Center is located at 413 North Poplar
Avenue, Montebello, CA 90640.

The ribbon is cut to mark the opening of Beverly Hospital’s new Amputation
Prevention Center offering state-of-the-art treatment.

SHOP MONTEBELLO!
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Travel Leaders

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Originally founded 70 years ago in East Los Angeles, Travel Leaders has been in Montebello for the
past 12 years.
Owner/manager Caroline Reinhard-Chacon and her
co-worker, travel planner Veronica Pacheco, offer
vacations and cruises to most destinations worldwide
with full travel planning services.
“Our specialties are family vacations, destination
weddings and honeymoons, as well as custom itineraries to Europe,” said ReinhardChacon. “We offer group pricing, discounted business and coach tickets to international destinations, and preferred hotel rates.”
According to Reinhard-Chacon, the goal “is to create a vacation experience that
fits the needs of each client, taking into account their interests and their budget.”
“Clients value our expertise and appreciate that we can help them sort through all
their options. A professional travel agent will make the planning and booking process
much easier,” said Reinhard-Chacon.
“Our pricing is competitive with the internet or we couldn’t stay in business. With
Travel Leaders, our clients have the support and buying power of the largest travel
agency group in the United States and generally get preferred treatment because of
that.”
Most vacation and cruise packages can be booked with a deposit giving clients the
option of making payments.
Reinhard-Chacon and Pacheco “constantly update their skills and knowledge,” to
assist clients with popular destinations such as Cancun and Italy, as well as up and
coming ones such as Croatia, Peru and Cuba.
“We appreciate and understand that our clients are entrusting us with their precious
vacation time, and we are helping to create lifetime memories,” said Reinhard-Chacon.
Both Reinhard-Chacon and Pacheco give back to the community. Reinhard-Chacon
has been a member of the Rotary Club of East Los Angeles for 21 years and Pacheco
is a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Monterey Park.
Located at 716 West Whittier Boulevard, Montebello, Travel Leaders business
hours are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., evenings and Saturdays by appointment.
“We treat each client’s trip with the same care we put into our own trips because we
want our clients to come home happy and come back to us,” added Reinhard-Chacon.
For additional information, visit www.LATravelLeaders.com.

Your Business Card Could Be Here!
Call (323)721-1153 to put your ad or
business card in our next Spotlight on
Montebello newspaper in February!
Deadline for February ads is January 10, 2017.

Let’s Dial It Down, Southern California
SoCalGas has developed a voluntary call to consumers called a SoCalGas Advisory.
Every winter the demand for natural gas increases as we heat our homes and businesses. This winter, we are facing limited availability of natural gas locally. That's
why we are asking all Southern Californians to work together to help conserve natural
gas on certain days.
If a SoCalGas Advisory is called, you can help by lowering your thermostat to 68
degrees, waiting a day to use major natural gas appliances and washing with cold
water when possible. Sign up at socalgas.com/advisory to receive SoCalGas advisories
if an advisory is called or call 1-800-427-2200 for more information.

The Voice of Business Since 1912
MONTEBELLO
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
What Does the Chamber Do?
• Creates a strong local economy
• Promotes the Community
• Provides Networking Opportunities
• Provides Advertising Opportunities
• Represents the interests of Business to Government
• Political Action
109 North 19th Street, Montebello, CA 90640
Tel. (323) 721-1153 / Fax (323) 721-7946
www.montebellochamber.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Hye Cuisine Gets ‘Cash
Mobbed’ in October

Chamber members came together to
Ca$h Mob Hye Cuisine in October and
lunch together on an amazing buffet
owner Pargev Minassian presented to
attendees. Hye Cuisine is located at 2110
Whittier Boulevard, Montebello, CA
90640; (323) 278-0102.

Beverly Hospital Hosts October
Networking Breakfast 3.0
Montebello Chamber Board Chairman
Stepan Boyajian, Tire Pros; owner
Pargev Minassian, Hye Cuisine;
Montebello Chamber Director of
Events Jacqueline Derimow

Follow us on Social Media!

Facebook @Montebello.Chamber
Instagram @montebellochamber1912
Twitter @montebellocham

Our October Networking Breakfast was held at Beverly Hospital. Guests were treated
to a delicious breakfast and gifts while networking with fellow chamber members from
the Montebello Chamber, Commerce Industrial Council Chamber of Commerce, and
the Bell Gardens Chamber of Commerce. Beverly Hospital also gave out wonderful
raffle prizes to many lucky winners. Beverly Hospital is located at 309 West Beverly
Boulevard, Montebello, CA 90640. Visit their website at www.beverly.org.
Martha Snook,
Beverly Hospital;
Mike Salazar,
Bell Gardens
Chamber; Alice
Chang, Beverly
Hospital; Jacqueline
Derimow,
Montebello
Chamber; Eddie
Tafoya, Commerce
Industrial Council
Chamber
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Mesrobian Students Take
Action on Election Day

Mesrobian High School seniors served as election day poll monitors and took part
in “Get Out The Vote” (GOTV) efforts for Election Day on Tuesday, November 8
with Hye Votes, an Armenian community GOTV initiative. Mesrobian Seniors spent
the day in Glendale, observing election precincts, assisting Armenian voters, and
working to get out the Armenian community’s vote in this historic election.
Continuing a longtime Mesrobian High School tradition, Senior Eva Mooradian,
and Juniors Victoria Cinquegrani and Anush Ghoogasian volunteered with Los Angeles County as official student election poll workers at their local polling precinct.
“I had learned about voting in class, but it’s completely different experiencing it
in person,” said Eva.
Back on campus, students didn’t let the legal voting age stop them from discussing
the issues—and portraying the personalities—of the U.S. presidential candidates.
Pretend Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump debated before the student party today
during a special election day mock presidential debate assembly! The two presidential
candidates were portrayed by Mesrobian High School Freshman Briana Godigian and
Senior Alex Manoukian.
“The future is bright when the imaginations of our students are captivated and
engaged with civic life,” said Berj Parseghian, who teaches middle and high school
history at Mesrobian, and organized the mock presidential debate.
Pre-kindergarten and elementary students also held apecial pretend elections in
class where students put into practice terms they had learned such as “ballot box” and
“presidential candidates,” creating fervor and excitement around civic engagement.
Pre-kindergarten voters were deeply divided on a choice between a hippopotamus
or an elephant, while fourth grade voters had a tough choice between Takis and Hot
Cheetos.
Armenian Mesrobian School, established in 1965, is fully accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges and has Ron and Goharik Gabriel Preschool
(which serves students 2-5 years old), elementary, middle school and a college preparatory high school on the same campus.
A major convenience for parents who may have children at multiple ages, Mesrobian offers a unique perspective and opportunity for students, teachers, and parents
to grow together, and for students to get the attention and nurturing they need to be
successful in school and in life.
The high school curriculum is certified to the University of California. Mesrobian’s
Alumni Network and Mentorship Program connects students with five decades of
alumni who have distinguished themselves in fields as diverse as education, science,
business, medicine, music, law, dentistry, chiropractic, politics, art, marketing,
engineering, veterinary medicine, and psychology.
If you are interested in scheduling a campus visit or enrolling your child, please
contact the school at (562) 699-2057 or (323) 723-3181, or email info@mesrobian.org.

Season’s Greetings from

Follow our blog
on Facebook

George B. Pacheco and Gia L. Pacheco, Attorneys at Law
Family Law
Business
Real Estate
Wills & Trusts
Civil
Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Bankruptcy
Landlord/Tenant
Criminal/DUI

(323) 726-1082
1453 West Beverly Boulevard
Montebello, California 90640

Hablamos Español
www.gbp4law.com
E-mail: general@gbp4law.com

‘Like’ us on Facebook
‘Montebello.chamber’
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LABOR LAW UPDATE
Employers: New January 31 Form W-2 Filing Deadline
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
is reminding employers and small businesses of a new January 31 filing deadline for Forms W-2.
Under the Protecting Americans from
Tax Hikes (PATH) Act, employers are
now required to file their copies of Form
W-2, submitted to the Social Security
Administration, by January 31.
The new January 31 filing deadline
also applies to certain Forms 1099-MISC
reporting non-employee compensation
such as payments to independent contractors.

The accelerated filing date is aimed at
making it easier for the IRS to detect and
prevent refund fraud.
In the past, employers typically had
until the end of February, if filing on
paper, or the end of March, if filing
electronically, to submit their copies of
these forms.
Note: The January 31 deadline has
long applied to employers distributing
copies of the Form W-2 to their employees; that date remains unchanged.
Now, in addition to being the deadline to
distribute Forms W-2, January 31 is also

the deadline to file Forms W-2.
The PATH Act also makes changes
relating to requesting a W-2 extension:
• Only one 30-day extension to file Form
W-2 is available.
• The extension is not automatic.
• If an extension is necessary, a Form
8809 Application for Extension of
Time to File Information Returns
must be completed as soon as you
know an extension is necessary but
the deadline is January 31.
“As tax season approaches, the IRS
wants to be sure employers, especially

smaller businesses, are aware of these
new deadlines,” said IRS Commissioner
John Koskinen. “We are working with
the payroll community and other partners
to share this information widely.”
CalChamber members can read more
on Form W-2 Reporting for Federal Health Care Reform in the HR
Library. Not a member? See how CalChamber can help you.
—CalChamber, November 21, 2016

Team
Montebello

If you see graffiti
or bulky items that
need to be picked up,
please call:
GRAFFITI HOT LINE
877-444-604
BULKY ITEM
PICK UP
888-336-6100
Residents can call
for a bulky item
pick-up at least 24
hours in advance of
their regular trash
collection.

Join us
for our
Sunday
Brunch!

Opens at 9:30 a.m.
854 N. Garfield Ave.
Montebello, CA 90640
(one block south of the 60 Fwy.)

New Year’s Tickets Now On Sale!

Buy your tickets early for the best seat selections.

323.728.7492
LaCostaRestaurant.com
Like us on Facebook
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MUSD police
offers and 4 R
Kids, 4 R Future
representative
Anthony Torres
present students
with basketballs,
tetherballs and
other equipment
during a
presentation
ceremony at
Potrero Heights
Elementary
School on
October 10.

Montebello Unified Police, Nonprofit
Donate Sports Equipment, Tout Healthy
Living to Potrero Heights Students
As part of ongoing efforts to strengthen its relationship with the community, the
Montebello Unified Police Department, along with nonprofit 4 R Kids, 4 R Future,
surprised hundreds of Potrero Heights Elementary School students with athletic
equipment and a lesson on the importance of physical activity.
MUSD Police Chief Linh Dinh, MUSD police officers and representatives from
4R Kids, 4R Future presented students with basketballs, tetherballs, jump ropes and
t-ball equipment during a morning assembly on Oct. 10. In presenting the items,
Dinh stressed to children the importance of exercise and its positive impact on health,
mental alertness and learning.
“Life is a gift and to live a long life, you need to be healthy,” Dinh told the students.
“It’s important that we make sure to exercise every day.”
This is the fourth year that MUSD police has partnered with 4 R Kids, 4 R Future
to donate supplies and equipment to District schools. The organization also provides
backpacks, school supplies and other sports equipment to students in neighboring
school districts.
Anthony Torres, 4 R Kids, 4 R Future representative, explained to students how
his upbringing inspired him to help students.
“Exercise is an important part of our daily routines, but the problem for a lot of
schools is that there is a shortage of athletic equipment,” Torres said. “I know what
it is to not have and to have. You can be anything you want in life as long as you
work hard.”
Through the partnership, MUSD is able to provide schools and students with resources that create a better learning environment for students.

“Give Your Family the
Gift of Preplanning”
We are offering all families a
Discount of $125.00 on Cremation
Discount of $250.00 on Traditional
Burial
Available in 2016

Plan ahead by locking in today’s cost.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL TASTE OF THE TOWN
Thank You to Our Eighth Annual
Taste of the Town Sponsors

Kelly DeVon,
Adriana Dugan,
Rena Garcia,
Justine HererraDellinger, Martha
Alvarez, Jean
Robinson, Lidia
Kondratuk,
Jacqueline
Derimow, and
Maggie Rios (not
pictured: Laura
Barragan)

Martha Alvarez,
Adriana Dugan,
Maggie Rios,
Jacqueline
Derimow, Jean
Robinson, Justine
Dellinger-Hererra,
Stephanie
Morales, Rena
Garcia, Lorena
Silva-Martinez

This event would not have been possible without the
dedication and support of the Taste of the Town Committee

Athens Services
Bank of the West
Beverly Hospital
Brookdale Central Whitter
C21 Realty Masters Xio Sandoval
Fiscal Credit Union
Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Cathedral
M’s Flowers Montebello
Risher Mortuary & Cremation Service
Rose Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary
San Gabriel Valley Water Company
Southern California Edison
The Prescription Shop
The Shops at Montebello
White Arrow, Inc.

Jacqueline Derimow, Director of Events and Communications
Montebello Chamber of Commerce
Chairwoman, Adriana Dugan, Gardner Insurance Agency
Martha Alvarez, Guerra Gutierrez Mortuary
Laura Barragan, Orbit Event Rentals
Justine Hererra-Dellinger, Cook Hill Properties
Kelly DeVon, The Green Olive Restaurant
Rena Garcia, Marketing with Rena
Lidia Kondratuk, Century 21 George Michael Realty
Maggie Rios, X-IGENT Printing, Inc.
Jean Robinson, Rose Hills Memorial Park and Mortuaries

Special Thanks to:
Angela Chen Photography
Central Basin Water District
City of Montebello
San Gabriel Valley Tribune
El Clasificado

Tequila Don Nacho

Featured Restaurants, Desserts and Beverages

Alondra Hot Wings
(323) 722-2731
616 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
Amy’s Pastry
(323) 724-0488
2208 W. Beverly Blvd., Montebello, Ca 90640
California Grill
(562) 907-7017
6751 Painter Ave., Whittier, CA 90601
Catering by Herach & Ara
(323) 728-0573
1460 S. Greenwood Ave., Montebello, CA 90640
Clearman’s Steak N’ Stein
(562) 699-6204
9545 E. Whittier Blvd., Pico Rivera, CA 90660
Constellation Brands
(626) 848-2543
20 Pacifica, Suite 500, Irvine, CA 92618
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Rosemead
(323) 722-8800
888 Montebello Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640

El Tepeyac Café & Tequila Sports Bar
(562) 695-2277
13131 Crossroads Pkwy. South
City of Industry, CA 91746
Hye Cuisine
(323) 278-0102
2110 W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
La Costa Restaurant
(323) 728-7492
854 N. Garfield Ave., Montebello, CA 90640
Olive Garden
(323) 721-1320
1866 Montebello Town Center,
Montebello, CA 90640
Polly’s Pies
(323) 722-6324
1322 Beverly Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
PRP Wine International
(714) 744-9135
2326 N. Batavia #106, Orange, CA 92865

Quiet Cannon
(323) 832-1300
901 Via San Clemente, Montebello, CA 90640
Rio’s Pizza
(323) 722-8183
531 N. Montebello Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
Salvatore Italian Restaurant
(323) 727-2803
125 N. Sixth St., Montebello, CA 90640 San
Antonio Winery
(323) 223-1401
737 Lamar St., Los Angeles, CA 90031
Starbucks Coffee
(323) 721-5110
800 W. Beverly Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
Tequila Don Nacho
(626) 288-9292
3360 Flair Dr., Ste. #210E, El Monte, CA 91731
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EIGHTH ANNUAL TASTE OF THE TOWN

Alondra Hot Wings

Amy’s Pastry

California Grill

Catering by Herach & Ara

Clearman’s Steak ‘n Stein

Constellation Brands

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Rosemead

Hye Cuisine

La Costa Restaurant

Olive Garden

Polly’s Pies

PRP Wine International

Quiet Cannon

Rio’s Pizza

Salvatore Italian Restaurant

San Antonio Winery

Starbucks Coffee
Photos courtesy of Angela Chen Photography

El Tepeyac Cafe & Tequila Sports Bar
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We’re just a ‘click’ away... WWW.MONTEBELLOCHAMBER.ORG

