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By Chairman Armando Arenas
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce celebrated its
107th annual Installation Dinner on June 27th at the Quiet
Cannon Event & Conference Center. And what a special
evening it was!
Our Montebello councilmembers, department heads as
well as State Assembly, Senate and Congressional elected
officials were present to mingle with our Chamber members
and guests. After a lively social hour, our executive officer
CEO/President Ani Minasian welcomed everyone and the
evening’s program was off and running.
The dinner hour was highlighted by a fantastic musical
and dance performance by African Soul International that had everyone dancing and
clapping to the powerful drum rhythms. After all the exciting entertainment, our
newly-elected Board of Directors was sworn in by our honorable Mayor Jack Hadjinian. The incredible work that our Ambassadors do all year long was recognized
with certificates of recognition for their service. Congratulations to our Ambassador
of the Year, Jenny Louwers!
As you might expect, the outgoing Chairman of the Board was recognized and
the new Chairman was introduced. Well... I am very honored to say I was both...
again! I am certainly looking forward to serving a third consecutive term as Chairman. Working with our talented Board of Directors has been both enjoyable and
a learning experience. Their leadership within their respective industries, unique
perspectives and experience has served the Chamber well as we move forward to be
the best Chamber for our members. They deserve many thanks.
Our Ambassadors are non-stop. They give of their time to make all Chamber events
the best they can be. Thank you, Ambassadors. As I mentioned at our installation, our
staff is the heart and soul of the Chamber and deserve my most sincere gratitude. Thank
you Ani and Adriana for all the hard work and passion you bring to the Chamber!
Finally, the evening ended with the Shining Star Awards. This section of the
program recognizes individuals, organizations and public servants that stand out in
the community. They were each nominated by community members and voted upon
by a chamber committee. Congratulations to all the winners! If you know someone
deserving of recognition, be sure to nominate them to the Chamber before next year’s
Installation Dinner.
On behalf of the Montebello Chamber, I would like to express our gratitude to all
our sponsors and participants at this year’s events. The Montebello Chamber will
continue to be a catalyst and a champion for all its members. We aim to make the
right connections and spur success for our membership. The chamber will continue
to partner with the City of Montebello where it can promote growth and economic
development for the benefit of our community.
I invite you to join the Montebello Chamber and become a part of next year’s success! Hope to meet you soon!
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Breakfast with
Senator Bob
Archuleta
On Friday, July 12, 2019, the Montebello Chamber
collaborated with 8 other chambers of commerce to
present “Breakfast with the Senator” featuring Senator
Bob Archuleta of the 32nd Senate District at the Clarke
Estate in Santa Fe Springs.
Following a continental breakfast, attendees were
treated to a keynote address by Senator Archuleta. The
intimate outdoor setting allowed the Senator to answer
questions from the audience and attendees learned how
the District Office is working in Sacramento to represent
our district. Montebello Councilmember Kimberly Ann
Cobos-Cawthorne was in attendance representing the
City of Montebello.
The event was sponsored by PIH Health and Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Participating chambers were the Montebello, Artesia, Cerritos,
Downey, La Mirada, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe
Springs and Whittier Chambers of Commerce.
Senator Bob J. Archuleta was elected in November 2018 to the California State Senate to represent
the 32nd Senate District which includes portions
of Los Angeles County as well as Orange County.
Senator Archuleta, a former Presidential Appointee and former Mayor of Pico Rivera, is
currently the Chair of the Senate Committee on
Veteran Affairs. This committee is responsible
for considering legislative measures pertaining to
military and veterans issues. It also has legislative
oversight of existing executive branch agencies
and programs that implement ongoing military
and veteran programs previously enacted into law
by the Legislature.
The Senator also serves on the following committees: Business, Professions and Economic
Development, Governmental Organizations, and
Insurance.
Senator Archuleta grew
up in Los Angeles and after
high school, enlisted in the
United States Army serving in the 82nd Airborne
Division as a paratrooper.
He attended Rio Honda
College Police Academy
and later joined the Montebello Police Department
as a reserve police officer.

2018: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
2017: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
Award 2016: 5 Stars and beyond on all Quality Measures
Award 2014: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2013: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2010: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2009: Excellence in Diabetes Care

COMING EVENTS
aug

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

aug

state of the nation
@ doubletree by hilton – norwalk
rsvp (323) 721-1153

aug

Moonlight mingle
@ crowne plaza hotel commerce
RSVP (323) 721-1153

aug

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

aug

joint mixer with east l.a. chamber
@ wells fargo bank montebello
rsvp (323) 721-1153

sep

chamber office closed
happy labor Day!

sep

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

sep

ad deadline for oct-nov spotlight
reserve space: (323) 721-1153
advertising@monTEbellochamber.org

sep

morning mingle
@ bicycle hotel & casino
rsvp (323) 721-1153

sep

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

6
8

14
20
22
2
3

10
11
17

for more events, see montebellochamber.org

2019 Service to Education
Awards to be Held on October 27

On October 27th, 2019, the Friends of Montebello Unified School District
Foundation will continue an annual tradition of honoring individuals who have
contributed to education within the school district at its Service to Education
Awards Dinner. This year’s theme is “Promising Futures” and the programs
that will be highlighted for mentoring the dreams of young people are College Bound Today, AVID, and Pathways to College and Career Success.
The event will be held at Bagramian Hall located at 900 W. Lincoln Avenue in Montebello. Tickets to the event are $85 and are available through
Eventbrite or the foundation’s website, friendsofmusd.org. For more information about this event, please contact Kathy Nighswonger via email at
knighs@sbcglobal.net.

Fellows in Government Program Open to 8th Graders
In accordance with Assemblymember Cristina Garcia’s desire to educate, empower, and
engage the youth of her district, her Fellows in Government (FIG) Program will provide 8th
graders with the opportunity to learn about the legislative process and to get involved in their
communities through service.
The FIG Program will expose student participants to the inner workings of state and local
government while contextualizing issues that affect their lives. In addition to the emphasis on
community service and volunteerism, the program’s goal is to empower students to have an
active voice in government, to speak up and explore, and to expand on their interests.
The deadline to apply for the program is August 29th, 2019. For further details and questions on the program, please contact FIG program lead, Evelyn Nuño via email at Evelyn.
Nuno@asm.ca.gov or by phone (562) 861-5803.
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Signature Service
American Advisors Group-AAG
1435 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 697-2100
RTapia@aag.com

Reverse mortgage loans are specifically designed to help seniors, age 62 and older,
tap home equity to help cover their retirement needs. You can use the proceeds
from your reverse mortgage loan to pay for medical care or other bills, to protect
your investment portfolio during market downturns or even to delay Social
Security and increase your monthly benefits later in life. A reverse mortgage loan
with American Advisors Group (AAG) may be a vital planning tool that can help
you live out your golden years in comfort and security. To find out more about
reverse mortgage loans, please contact Robert Tapia.

Goldex Fine Jewelry
2445 W. Whittier Blvd., #201
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 726-7181
goldexjewelry.com

Make your dream into a reality
with custom-designed jewelry at
Goldex. Create your masterpiece
with the use of your gold and
diamonds. Call today to schedule
your free consultation!
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What makes a business unique, different
from others in their industry? These local
businesses have distinguished themselves by
offering special services and specializations
to their clients.

Montebello Children’s Dentistry

Dr. Pooyan Nasibi, Board Certified Pediatric Dentist
235 E. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 597-1195
MontebelloChildrensDentistry.com
Montebello Children’s Dentistry is
a family-run, kid-friendly
practice striving to deliver the
highest quality of care and
treating their patients with love
and respect. Giving their patients
a beautiful smile is their passion;
giving patients a reason to smile is
their goal. They are committed to
becoming their patients’ pediatric
dental home while providing the
utmost care through patient education, prevention and treatment.

Universo Cleaning, Inc.
111 S. Garfield Ave. Suite #101
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 574-0089
universocleaning.com

Specializing in janitorial services
and property maintenance, Universo
Cleaning, Inc. offers a wide variety
of service solutions for facility and
property management organizations.
Dedicated to professionalism,
responsiveness, integrity, diversity
and effectiveness, they currently serve
a broad range of clients including
real estate companies, property
management companies, apartment
communities, professional offices and
business parks.

What Is an Earthquake Gas
Shutoff Valve and Why
Do I Need It?

Also referred to as an automatic earthquake valve, this valve is an earthquake
sensitive gas shut-off valve intended to close
in the event of an earthquake to prevent gas
flow into a home or business where damage
may have occurred.
This will greatly reduce potential risk
of explosion or fire due to loss of gas line
integrity or uncontrolled flow of gas after a
major earthquake. In other words your gas
will automatically be shut off in the event
of an earthquake and can easily be turned back on by a quarter turn of a flat
head screwdriver.
It is recommended by the fire department, gas company, and some home
insurance companies are requiring you have one before beginning a policy.
The reason being is the minimal cost to provide you and your family the
safety and peace of mind you deserve.
The technology is here with safety in mind. Also remember to make sure
your water heater is strapped with earthquake safety straps. Make sure to
have family safety plan in place.
Rooters & Plumbing Masters
is located at 2510 West Beverly Boulevard, Montebello
CA 90640, telephone (800)
758-6246.
Plumbers Contractors License
#1004038
General Contractors License
#1053752
Earthquake retrofitting also
available.
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BLVD Walk Homes Ribbon Cutting
Montebello Chamber members and local government officials convened at BLVD Walk on June 6th
to celebrate a new development of modern dwellings in Downtown Montebello with a ribbon cutting
ceremony. This latest project from Olson Communities has just completed its second phase of building
near the 600 block of West Whitter Blvd., facing Salvatore Italian Restaurant.
The event was attended by Mayor Jack Hadjinian and Mayor Pro Tem Salvador Melendez, who
presented the development and marketing team responsible for the project with a proclamation on
behalf of the City of Montebello. Griselda Ortiz representing Congresswoman Linda T. Sanchez’s office also
congratulated the team and presented a certificate. Chamber
board member Darrell Heacock of Homer R. Heacock
Realty presented a certificate on behalf of the Montebello
Chamber of Commerce.
Following the presentations, President of Olson Communities Bill Holford thanked and praised the City for being
fair and easy to work with while holding them accountable
during the development of the project. Holford acknowledged his Director of Devleopment Haggai Mazler who
in turn introduced the members of his team that had been
instrumental in bringing the project to fruition.
After a curbside ribbon cutting ceremony, attendees
toured the multi-level model homes and mingled at a reception in one of the ultra-modern model kitchen-living spaces.
For more information about the BLVD Walk townhomes,
check out the website at blvdwalk.com or visit the Welcome
Center, open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 114 N. 6th
Street in Montebello.
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107th Installation Dinner and Shining Star Awards

Citizen of the Year: Betty Peralta,
president of the Soroptimist
International Montebello, accepted
the award from sponsor Stepan
Boyajian of Montebello Tire Pros.

Community Organization of the
Year: Mexican American Opportunity
Foundation CEO Martin Castro
accepted the award from sponsor
Denise Campos of Southern California
Gas Company.

Public Service: The parents of Officer
Erik Rodriguez of the Montebello Police
Department accepted his award from
sponsor Barbara Risher Welch of Risher
Mortuary & Cremation Services.

Educator of the Year: Izabella
Tufenkjian, high school English
teacher at Armenian Mesrobian
School. Chamber CEO/President
Ani Minasian presented the award on
behalf of sponsor San Gabriel Valley
Water Company.

Most Improved Commercial Property:
Home2 Suites by Hilton Montebello
owner Brad Perrin accepted the
award from sponsor Ralph E. Hansen,
DMD.

Armando Arenas, outgoing as well as incoming Chairman of the Board of Directors, received certificates of recognition
from Senator Bob Archuleta, the office of Congresswoman Linda T. Sanchez, the office of Assemblywoman Cristina
Garcia and LA County Supervisor Hilda Solis, as well as the Montebello Chamber of Commerce.

Our sincere thanks to our sponsors
whose generous support made this
successful event possible!
“KILIMANJARO” SPONSOR

“SERENGETI” SPONSORS
Member Business of the Year: The Shops at Montebello
management staff headed by General Manager Greg Millsap
accepted the award from sponsor Gary Clifford of Athens Services.

“CONGO” SPONSORS
• Bank of the West
• Beverly Hospital
• Southern California Edison
• The Shops at Montebello
“MADAGASCAR” SPONSORS
• ACRO Printing, Inc.
• Armando Arenas – Century 21 George Michael Realty
• Pacific Premier Bank
• Republic Services
• Sentinel Peak Resources
• UNIFY Financial Credit Union
• Universo Cleaning, Inc.
• Water Replenishment District of Southern California

Ambassadors of the Montebello Chamber: Betty Peralta of Soroptimist International Montebello;
Lydia Minasian of Goldex Fine Jewelry; Jean Robinson of Rose Hills Memorial Park; Ambassador
Chair Martha Alvarez of Guerra Gutierrez Mortuaries; Ambassador of the Year Jenny Louwers of
World Financial Group; Ambassador Vice Chair Rena Garcia of Marketing with Rena; Maggie Rios
of UNIFY Financial Credit Union; and Ambassador-in-Training Fernando Padilla of K-9 Protective
Services, Inc.
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City of Montebello News

Mexican Actor Allende
Film Crew Transforms
Visits Montebello
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
City Hall Into
Mexican Dynasties star Fernando Allende paid a visit to
Montebello City Hall where he was recognized for his contributions to the Mexican community by Mayor Pro Tem Salvador
Department of
Melendez who presented the actor with a certificate of appreciation on behalf of the City.
Homeland Security
“As we just celebrated Cinco de Mayo, I wanted to honor
someone who’s impacted the Latino community,” he said. “Mr.
Allende is a very well-known actor/singer/director in Mexico.”
Allende currently stars in Mexican Dynasties, a reality show
about three influential families in Mexico which premiered on
Bravo earlier this year.
According to Culture and Recreation Commissioner Oliver
Jimenez, representatives from Remita Health approached him
with the idea to host a meet and greet for the actor during his
visit to Southern California.
According to Jimenez, Allende is open to discussions on how
he might return to Montebello in a capacity that would benefit
the City’s senior citizens.
“Both Mr. Allende and Remita Health want to contribute
more to our community through events and programs that
help our seniors,” said Jimenez. “Along with Mayor Pro Tem
Melendez and Councilmember Angie Jimenez, it was an honor
to welcome Mr. Allende to Montebello.”
“We recognized Mr. Allende today because of his contributions to the Latino community,” added Melendez. “Montebello
is proud of its diversity and who we are as a city. We love to
have celebrities in our city and hope to have more of them visit
us in the future.”
Allende said he was “honored to receive a recognition from
one of the most beautiful cities in the region,” and that he and his
family appreciated the warm welcome Montebello gave them.

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
A new Showtime TV pilot, Hombre, took over Montebello
City Hall the first weekend in May as the building doubled for
the Department of Homeland Security. Film crews not only
changed the exterior signage on the building, but the front
entrance and lobby were transformed as well to better mimic
the federal government agency.
The pilot, created by Jonas Cuaron and starring Gael Garcia
Bernal, according to Showtime centers on “a Mexican-American
family man named Marcos Osuna who is living undocumented
in the United States,” and is described as “an emotional thriller
about a man enmeshed in a dangerous double life, contending
with powerful forces set on thwarting his unwavering desire
to unite his family.”
For the past few years, Marylin Bitner of Plan A Locations,
has been working with the City to promote several city-owned
facilities to the film industry as potential location sites.
“I met Marylin a few years ago at a luncheon in Glendale,”
said Montebello Mayor Jack Hadjinian. “When I learned what
she did, I spoke with her about how we could lure the film
industry to Montebello.”
“It’s an honor for us to have filming in our community,” said
Mayor Pro Tem Salvador Melendez. “It brings great benefits to
us and it’s great to see the excitement that it creates in the City.”
By the end of the weekend, City Hall had transformed back
as if nothing had ever taken place.

MPD Names Officer of the Year
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Kudos to Paul Antista on being named Montebello
Police Officer of the Year for 2018.
“Detective Antista is the epitome of our motto
of Dedicated to Superior Service,” said Captain Luis
Lopez. “He has a reputation of being the consummate team player, empathetic to the community, and
he relentlessly pursues justice for victims. He does a
great job, but is also very humble and would never
boast of his accomplishments.”
Starting his law enforcement career later in life than
most, Antista says “I was looking for a career that was
rewarding and challenging, with daily tasks that were similar,
but different every day.”
Currently assigned to the Investigations Bureau, during his 19
years with the Montebello Police Department, Antista worked
patrol as a field training officer where he was promoted to
corporal, was a member of the bike unit, and served on the
SORT (Special Operations Response Team) team.
As a detective, Antista says he has the opportunity to have
positive and personal contact with the victims he assists.
“I usually have the opportunity to walk them through the

criminal process involving their case and for the
most part I am able to make sure they are not
victimized a second time,” he said. “Being part
of the Montebello Police Department has given
me the opportunity to help a countless number of
citizens. That in itself has been a true reward.”
“I have had the privilege of working with him
as both a partner and a supervisor,” added Lopez.
“He is a great representation of all that is good
about police officers.”   
“I feel very proud and honored to be named
Police Officer of the Year, and receiving this award gives me
a sense of accomplishment,” said Antista. “I would like to
thank the community for giving me the privilege of working
for them.”
“On behalf of the men and women of the Department, we
congratulate Detective Antista on this much-deserved award,”
added Chief Brad Keller.
In his free time, Antista enjoys sports, remodeling his home,
and spending time with family and friends.

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

Conversion
to iPads and
MS Surface
Will Save
City Annual
Costs and
Resources
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello City Council approved the implementation of Apple
iPads for the electronic production and
distribution of city council agenda packets and weekly newsletters in an effort
to not only streamline and reduce overall
costs, but to do its part to help preserve
the earth’s natural resources.
“I was at another council meeting and
saw them used on the dais and started
doing research on how we could use
them in our city,” said Councilmember
Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne. “I put
it on my council orals and there was no
objection to the idea and now they are
being implemented.”
Currently, the City spends approximately $14,614 per year to copy,
package, and deliver the hardcopy city
council agendas and weekly newsletters.
At a one-time cost of just over $17,000,
iPads for city business use will be purchased for city councilmembers, the city
clerk, the city treasurer, the acting city
manager, and the deputy city clerk. City
department directors will receive a MS
Surface due to network compatibility.
The use of iPads will save the City
approximately $1,217 per month of staff
time, which means that the iPads will be
fully paid approximately 14 months after
they are implemented. In subsequent
years, there would be almost no cost,
except for occasional replacement needs.
The City will also save on the purchase of
paper, copy machine toner, and gasoline.
“I’m happy it will save so much on
the cost of printing and the hundreds of
staff hours to prepare,” added CobosCawthorne. “I’m an environmentalist
and conscious of the amount of trees destroyed by the thousands of pages printed
yearly for agendas and staff reports.”
“Going electronic affects the whole
lifecycle of paper products. We are reducing deforestation, carbon emissions
from transportation, wasted storage
space, and the need for plastics used
for binders. And the list goes on,” said
Councilmember David Torres. “We also
get the added benefit of increased connectivity and productivity.”
“We decided to take the direction of
receiving our council agendas on an
iPad rather than receiving a 300-400
page binder because it’s important that
we do our part to be eco-friendly,” said
Mayor Pro Tem Salvador Melendez.
“As elected officials, we must lead by
example and encourage others to do the
same.”
Many surrounding cities have purchased iPads to produce and deliver
agenda packets and other documentation.
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City of Montebello News
MFD Receives Fire Engine from Cal OES

New Officer to
Serve Montebello
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Andres Yzaguirre, Montebello’s newest police officer, began his law enforcement career ten years ago with
the USC Department of Public Safety as a Community
Service Officer/Public Safety Officer.
For Yzaguirre, “Montebello will always be considered my home,” having moved here at the age of 12.
The Montebello High School graduate, and 2017
graduate of the Los Angeles Police Academy, “always
had a positive experience with police while growing up”
which helped influence his interest in the profession.
“I also have family in law enforcement that helped
motivate and support my choice to join,” he said. “A
police officer’s job is never routine. I find it exciting that
every day brings new experiences and challenges that
will help motivate and develop my skills as a person.
Ultimately, I’ve always wanted a career that would help
benefit others and possibly impact someone’s life.”
Yzaguirre plans on utilizing all available training
“to help me become a more efficient officer.”
“My ultimate goal is to join a specialized unit and work
my way into a leadership position while continuing to
work with a great team,” he said.
One of Yzaguirre’s biggest regrets is not continuing
his education and earning a degree.
“The great thing is that it is never too late,” he said.
“I plan on going back to school and pursue an education
in criminal justice or liberal arts.”
Yzaguirre enjoys spending time with his family,
travelling, playing golf, and occasionally going to the
shooting range.
“We recently purchased our first home so right now
I spend most of my time renovating,” he said.
Yzaguirre was sworn in sworn in by USC Department
of Public Safety Chief John Thomas.
“I am proud to be serving the residents of Montebello,” added Yzaguirre. “I look forward to this new
journey and I am eager to make a difference one day
at time.”
“We are happy to welcome Officer Yzaguirre back
to Montebello and into the MPD family,” said Police
Chief Brad Keller.

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Montebello was one of nine cities selected to
receive a new Type 1 fire engine as part of the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
(Cal OES) fire engine program to replace aging
engines assigned to local jurisdictions. Captain
Steve Cox and Firefighter/Paramedic Joey Bonilla
travelled to Sacramento to take possession of the
new engine and deliver it to the fire department.
“Our city was fortunate to be one of the cities
chosen to receive a new Type 1 engine as part of
the Cal OES fire engine program,” said Councilmember Kimberly Cobos-Cawthorne.
“The fire engine program is a partnership
between state and local fire departments which helps
California be ready to respond on a moment’s notice to
emergencies and disasters throughout the state,” said
Cal OES Fire and Rescue Chief Brian Marshall.
“MFD provides personnel through a regional agreement with Cal OES and when called upon, our personnel
transfer onto the engine, designated OES E399, and
respond where directed by Cal OES,” said Battalion
Chief Alan Wilkes.
MFD can utilize the engine in its day-to-day operations as a temporary backup if needed, and with permission from its Cal OES representative.
According to Wilkes, “while the lime green engine
has similar compliments of equipment to MFD apparatus, they are smaller due to accessibility in the

Special Olympics Torch Comes Through
Montebello on Way to Summer Games
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
In support of Special Olympics, Montebello
safety personnel took off running June 6th for a
great cause as they participated in the 2019 Special
Olympics USA Games Law Enforcement Torch
Run as it made its way through Montebello.
“The Special Olympics is a wonderful program
where everyone has an opportunity to compete in
sports,” said Montebello Police Chief Brad Keller.
“The Montebello Police Department has been
proud to support the Torch Run for over 16 years.”
The torch, known as the Flame of Hope, was
handed off to the waiting Montebello team by
East Los Angeles County Sheriff personnel at
Beverly Boulevard and Bradshawe Avenue. The
Montebello team then carried the Flame down
Beverly Boulevard, 3.2 miles, to Rea Drive where
it was then handed off to the waiting Pico Rivera
Sheriffs’ team.
The Flame then continued on its journey to Cal
State Long Beach, the site of this year’s Southern
California Special Olympics summer games, June 8th
and 9th, where more than 1,100 athletes competed in
track and field, basketball, bocce ball, flag football,

City Park Concerts, Farmer’s Market Underway
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Residents are encouraged to come out and take advantage of the warm summer evenings to enjoy music
with family and friends as the City’s summer concerts
continue through August 15th.
Food vendors will be on hand along with raffles and
community information booths. An exciting new addition this year is the introduction of a certified farmer’s
market before and during the concerts.
As in years past, the City summer concerts are made
possible through various community-wide partnerships,
supporters, and donations. According to city estimates,
1,300 to 3,000 people attend each week.
“Our summer concerts have been successful with
generous support from our donors. Their contributions

wildland areas.”
“These engines are configured to work within housing
communities that border the wildland urban interface
areas,” he said. “They primarily deploy tactics before,
during, and after the fire is approaching.”
According to Cal OES, the engines also carry “a
Type III Urban Search and Rescue equipment cache in
the event of an earthquake or other event that requires
specialized tools and equipment.”
“The MFD is proud to work collaboratively with
the State to address the growing concern with wildland
fires,” said Wilkes. “We continue to maintain an excellent working relationship with our local, federal, and
state partners in the mission to provide safety for all
the citizens we serve.”

enhance and promote culture and recreation in the community,” said Director of Recreation & Community
Services David Sosnowski.
“Mayor Pro Tem Salvador Melendez has reached
out to several vendors to assist with soliciting funds to
operate this year’s concert series, just like many other
councilmembers have done in the past.”
Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. City Park is located at
1301 West Whittier Boulevard. Parking is available at
the adjacent athletic field on Los Angeles Avenue. For
additional information, call 323-887-4540.
“Events like this benefit the community,” said one
resident. “They bring friends and families together for
relaxation and fun.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

and swimming.
“It is inspiring to talk to these athletes who are full
of determination with a never-quit attitude,” said Montebello Police Captain Luis Lopez. “We are honored
to be part of this event participating with so many law
enforcement agencies from throughout the county and
proud to honor the Special Olympics athletes.”
“This is my sixth time running and I am always
honored to be one of the Guardians of the Flame in
this amazing event,” said Corporal Scott Howard. “We
truly appreciate our co-workers and members of the
community for showing their support along the route.”
“It was an honor to run the Flame through Montebello
with a tremendous group of dedicated police and civilian
personnel, along with members of the Montebello Fire
Department,” added Keller.
Howard thanked all the drivers that were slowed down
by the event for their patience.
“We will try and run faster next year,” he added
with a smile.
The brainchild of Wichita, Kansas Police Chief Richard LaMunyon in 1981, over 97,000 law enforcement
members carry the Flame annually symbolizing courage,
and celebration of diversity uniting communities around
the globe. The event has raised more than $600 million
for Special Olympics’ programs.
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City of Montebello News
Services Held for Retired
MPD Lt. Mike Higashi
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Following a long battle with cancer, much-loved
Montebello Police Department (MPD) Lieutenant Mike
Higashi (retired) passed away on April 26, 2019.
Higashi began his law enforcement career with the
Signal Hill and Redondo Beach Police Departments
before joining MPD in 1990. During his tenure with
MPD, Higashi had several assignments including Field
Training Officer, K9 Unit, Special Occurrence Response
Team, Montebello Anti-Gang Unit, Range Master and
Field Sergeant.
He is a recipient of the 2004 Meritorious Service
Citation and was awarded the Medal of Merit in 1990,
1996, and 1998.
Promoted to lieutenant in 2001, upon retirement in
2008, Higashi became a MPD reserve officer and was
assigned to the El Monte Police Department Air Support
Unit as a tactical flight officer.
“It is my honor to be here today to say a few words
about a man that so many of us adored. He was a mentor to many, and a friend to many more,” said MPD
Chief Brad Keller, who delivered the eulogy. “It has
been my honor and privilege to work with Mike and
to call him both.”
Keller went on to say that while law enforcement was
Higashi’s passion, his love was being with family and
friends, and riding his Harley Davidson motorcycle as
often as possible. Keller spoke of Higashi’s passion for
dogs in general and the love he felt for his K9 partners
and his Cocker Spaniel, Charlie.
“Mike had so many visitors while in the hospital that
people asked if he was a celebrity - a true testament to
the kind of person he was,” said Keller.
“Lieutenant Higashi and I first met in the 1980’s

through the Police
Olympics and he later
served with me during my nine years as
Montebello’s police
chief,” said Garry
Couso-Vasquez. “He
cared about serving the
citizens of Montebello
and about training our officers to be the best and the
safest. During his career, he touched the hearts of so
many dedicated men and women. I will never forget
him and what he did for his law enforcement family.”
“Lieutenant Higashi was dedicated to his work and
was well liked by the officers under his command. He
always thought of others and had a humorous side,” said
MPD Lieutenant Govan Yee (retired). “Upon learning
he had a rare form of cancer, he continued living his
life as though it was no big deal. He was one tough guy,
but one who was friendly to everyone he met.”
Surrounded by family and close friends when he
passed, Higashi said, “I’m good, I’m at peace, I have
regrets, and I have said I’m sorry to those I hurt. I want
you to know that I have been saved and I know I will
be in a better place.”
The family has requested those wishing to do so may
make a donation in Higashi’s memory to the Montebello
Police Foundation at montebellopolicefoundation.org.
“Mike told me on more than one occasion that he
wanted this day, today, to be a day of celebration
and laughter, and he wanted me to make sure that
happened,” said Keller. “Mike asked that people not
remember ‘the sick dude with cancer,’ but ‘the cool
dude on a Harley.’”

Transit Police Security Detail Assists in Rider Safety
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
For the safety and security of its riders, in addition
to its bus video surveillance system, the Montebello
Bus Lines also utilize a Transit Police Security Detail.
The Detail is a collateral assignment for Montebello
police officers and those interested must first complete
a Transit Police Security Detail training course before
being allowed to sign up for the Detail.
According to Montebello Police Sergeant Steve
Sharpe, the supervisor in charge of the Detail, duties
include handling any and all police-related calls for
service involving a Montebello bus, patrolling bus
stops for criminals or individuals that are disturbing or
threatening bus riders’ safety, and to provide assistance
as needed to riders and others.
“This also involves us riding the busses in both uniform and plain clothes depending on the special activity
we are focused on at any given time,” said Sharpe.
Since January of this year, the Detail has made 19

arrests ranging from possession, or for being under the
influence, of illegal drugs or alcohol.
“We also issued 50 citations for alcohol-related violations, fare evasion, and other offenses,” he added.
While the number of officers working the Detail may
vary at any given time, there are typically two officers
and a supervisor on any given shift.
“Officers sign up for the shifts and are selected to
work based on a combination of factors,” said Sharpe.
The Transit Police Security Detail is also in charge of
security guard operations at the Montebello/Commerce
Metrolink Station.
According to Sharpe, the Detail has been around in
Montebello in some form or another for approximately
20 years. It is funded through Prop C funds which were
approved by Los Angeles County voters in November
1990 for rail and bus safety, among other uses.

MFD Weed Abatement Program
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Fire Department (MFD) identifies
residential and business properties in the City where
overgrown weeds and brush, rubbish, or other debris
present a potential fire hazard. In preparation for the
upcoming fire season, the Department’s weed abatement
program is now underway.
“It is the responsibility of property owners to provide
for a safe property that does not pose a potential fire
hazard to itself or to the adjacent or surrounding properties,” said Captain Freddy Jimenez.
“Once a hazard is identified through an on-site inspection, an official notice will be sent to the property
owner to clear the hazards that have been identified.”
According to Jimenez, when a property owner receives a weed abatement notice, “it is important to clear
the hazard from your property right away.”
“We strive for full compliance and if you receive a
notice and are not sure what to do, give us a call for

assistance,” he said. “We want owners to maintain
their property in a fire-safe manner to not only protect
themselves, but the neighbors around them.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

City’s Preschool
Program Holds
Graduation
Ceremonies
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Some of the City’s youngest graduates received
their diplomas June 14th as the Montebello Recreation
& Community Services Play School Early Childhood
Pre-School held graduation ceremonies honoring the
class of 2019.
With over 100 family and friends cheering them
on, the 19 graduates, in caps and gowns, proudly approached the podium to receive their diplomas.
“Many of the family members brought bouquets of
flowers, balloons, and gifts for their graduates,” said
site supervisor Wendy Perez. “Parents came all dressed
up for their child’s special day. You would have thought
it was a high school graduation.”
During the ceremony, each child stood up and introduced themselves to the audience, then shared what they
wanted to be when they grew up.
“Everything from a police officer to a princess, from
a dinosaur catcher to a scientist,” said Perez. “Even
president of the United States. It was just adorable.”
The program, which runs from September to June,
promotes language and literacy, cognitive and motor
skills, along with physical and emotional development
in three to five year-old children.
“Every student leaves the program knowing their
shapes, colors, numbers one through 100, sight words,
uppercase and lower case letters, how to write their first
and last name and a complete sentence,” said Perez.
“My daughter was so proud to receive her diploma,”
said one parent. “We hope this will be the first step to
a lifetime of learning.”
“Congratulations to all our young graduates,” added
Director of Recreation & Community Services David
Sosnowski. “We wish them the best as they continue
through life.”

If compliance is not achieved after multiple attempts,
the property owner can incur fines and the City will
arrange to have the weed abatement work done at the
property owner’s expense, which could result in a lien
being placed against the property should the charges
remain unpaid.
“The Montebello Fire Department would like to
thank you in advance and appreciates the high level
of compliance by property owners to help us keep our
community safe,” added Jimenez. “This program provides for the overall safety of the community at large
by making sure property is maintained in a fire-safe
condition year-round.”
For questions or additional information, contact
the Fire Prevention Bureau at (323) 887-4507 or visit
fireinspection@cityofmontebello.com.
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Little Dimples Indoor Playground Ribbon Cutting
On July 18th, Chamber members with their children
and grandchildren along with community members
flooded the Little Dimples indoor playground to celebrate its ribbon cutting ceremony.
The kids had a ball posing in the photo booth after
having their faces painted, and of course, playing in
their dedicated play area.
Montebello Mayor Jack Hadjinian and Mayor Pro
Tem Salvador Melendez were on hand for the festivities,
presenting Little Dimples owner Sarah Del Rosario and
her family with a congratulatory proclamation on behalf
of the City of Montebello.
Raquel Ramirez representing Assemblywoman

Cristina Garcia, also offered her congratulations and
presented an official certificate.
Chamber CEO/President Ani Minasian presented
certificates on behalf of Senator Bob Archuleta as well
as the Montebello Chamber of Commerce.
Attendees of all ages then gathered outside the business under a multi-colored balloon arch to cut the red
ribbon before enjoying a buffet of delicious
Italian dishes.
Children and adults alike were thrilled
by a Krispy Kreme donut wall, and the
playground’s own gourmet flavored tea and
boba drinks.

montebellochamber.org

WElcome, new members

American Lung Association
3325 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 900
Los Angeles, CA 90010
(310) 735-9176
https://www.lung.org/

On Star Towing & Recovery
7401 Telegraph Road Unit B
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 720-4193
onstartowingandrecovery@gmail.com

Follow Us On
Social Media!
@montebello.chamber

@MontebelloCham

@montebellochamber1912

Little Dimples is available for private parties as well
as open play, and offers periodic special classes and
programs for kids and their parents.
Little Dimples LLC is located at 1415 N. Montebello
Blvd. in Montebello, (626) 456-2271, littledimplesplayground.com.
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Montebello Hires Permanent City Manager
Since November 2017, the vacancy
left by the last permanent city manager,
Francesca Tucker-Schuyler, was covered
by assistant city manager, Danilo Batson,
and then filled with two interim city managers, Andrew Pasmant and Paul Talbot.

The City of Montebello has now permanently filled the position with Rene
Bobadilla, previously the city manager
for Pico Rivera and, more recently, the
assistant city manager for the City of
Commerce.

Under Bobadilla’s leadership, Pico
Rivera benefited from a number of
successful projects and was financially
sound by the end of his time there. He
has also served as the city manager for
Huntington Park and El Monte.
While managing the City of
El Monte, he and his team finished a new park, facilitated the
relocation of the city’s public
works yard and turned around
its finances.
“Rene, in his previous positions, has been one who thinks
out of the box,” Mayor Jack
Hadjinian said. “And he is very
familiar with the different funding sources and money that is
available. I hope he brings this
approach to the city.”
Bobadilla has said that he
is looking to bring ethics and
integrity to his job with the
intention of making the city

Susan Ayala, Montebello Chamber
Board Member and Government
Affairs Manager for Athens Services;
Rene Bobadilla, new City Manager for
City of Montebello
more efficient, effective and financially
responsible.
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce welcomes Mr. Bobadilla and his
leadership to our city, and looks forward
to the impact his innovative approaches
and stabilizing strategies will have on
our community.

Shooter’s ear: Hearing
loss caused by gunfire
by Debbie Clason
When used correctly, firearms provide security, livelihood, and recreation
for millions of Americans. Always wear ear protection when shooting a gun.
“Gunfire is about the worst thing you can do to your unprotected ears,”
said Susan E. Terry, Au.D, an audiologist and owner of Broadwater Hearing
Care in St. Petersburg, Florida.
While owning a gun can be fun and rewarding, it’s important to practice
safe firearm habits—including those that relate to your hearing health.
“You may notice your ears feel stopped up when you’re done shooting
and you can’t hear as well as you could before you began. That’s called a
temporary threshold shift,” Terry explained. “The more you subject your
ears to noises like gunshots, the more likely that temporary change is going
to become permanent.”

Choose the right protective gear for shooting sports

• Range shooting: Because gunfire happens at a rapid and continuous pace
in this setting and usually indoors where sound is more concentrated,
Terry recommends wearing a pair of earmuffs over foam ear plugs to
provide the best protection against hearing loss. Specialty earmuffs can
be found online or at your local sporting goods store; foam ear plugs
can be purchased inexpensively at the drugstore. A comfortable fit is
important so you don’t feel compelled to take them off.
• Competitive skeet: In this outdoor setting, shooters are constantly looking around searching for their target, which may not be conducive to
wearing ear muffs. Instead, Terry recommends skeet shooters invest
in a pair of custom molded ear plugs which block all sound from the
rapid fire. Your audiologist may provide this service or recommend a
reliable source.
• Hunting: Since it’s important to hear what’s going on around you when
you’re hunting, it isn’t a good idea to wear ear protection that blocks
all sound. For this activity, Terry suggests hunters wear specialty electronic hearing protection which suppresses the gunfire when the trigger
is pulled. These devices can be found online or in your local sporting
goods store.
If you wear hearing aids, talk to your audiologist about the best type of
hearing protection to wear in each situation.
Reprinted with permission from www.healthyhearing.com and edited for
space. This article placement is sponsored by Virtue Hearing Aid Center
located at 134 S. Montebello Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 530-0223, virtuehearing.com.

Wish your ad was here?
Call (323) 721-1153
or email
advertising@montebellochamber.org
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June Morning
Mingle with
Three Chambers
In June, the Montebello Chamber and
Commerce Industrial Council joined
forces with the Downey Chamber of
Commerce for a networking breakfast
at the newly-renovated Embassy Suites
in Downey.
The meeting room buzzed with energy
as attendees made new contacts and
solidified existing ones over a vibrant
breakfast buffet. The networking was
paused only briefly for announcements
from the executive directors of each
of the participating chambers and a
welcome message from the event host,
Embassy Suites’ sales manager.
After a joyful and joke-filled round
of raffle prize drawings, attendees were
able to tour the renovated rooms and
facilities or continue networking. For
information about upcoming networking
events, please see the events calendar
on our website at montebellochamber.
org/events.
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La Paloma Grill Ribbon Cutting

Follow us on Instagram: @montebellochamber1912

Montebello Chamber members gathered together at La Paloma Grill in downtown Montebello on Thursday, June 13, 2019 to celebrate the newly-opened
restaurant with a Ribbon Cutting event. Second-generation restauranteurs, owners Merida and Richard Cano carry on the family tradition using recipes passed
down from Merida’s mother.
Chamber Board Chairman
Armando Arenas welcomed
the attendees and presented the
owners with a certificate from
the Montebello Chamber of
Commerce. He introduced the
dignitaries in attendance which
included Councilmembers
Kimberly Ann Cobos Cawthorne and Angie Jimenez who
welcomed the new business to
Montebello and presented a
certificate on behalf of the City. Field Representative Raquel Ramirez also congratulated the owners and presented a certificate on behalf of Assemblymember
Cristina Garcia of the 58th Assembly District.
Guests were welcomed with mimosas and entertainment including live music
as well as a clown that provided face painting for the kids. The new restaurant
was already bustling with lunchtime customers so the full house was packed
with happy people enjoying La Paloma’s delicious cuisine from enchiladas to
shrimp ceviche.
La Paloma Grill is located at 410 W. Whittier Blvd. in Montebello, (323)
477-1700, Facebook: @VamosaPalomas

Soroptimist Award Winners
Treated to Makeovers
Earlier this year, Soroptimist International of Montebello awarded
multiple “Live Your Dream”
scholarships to young women
who have overcome significant
life challenges and are turning
their lives around by returning to
school to attain a college education
or training. Recently, the scholarship winners were also treated to
beauty and fashion makeovers at
JC Penney located in The Shops at Montebello.
The memorable day left the women feeling confident and beautiful. In
addition to the makeovers, longtime Soroptimist member Marie Bagwell
and her husband Bob Bagwell
championed the effort to obtain
free extensive dental work for one
of the winners.
Soroptimist International is
committed to helping women
transform their lives and live their
dreams. For more information
about Soroptimist International of
Montebello, check out their website at soroptimistmontebello.org.
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Hollywood Bowl Concerts to Benefit MAOF

This summer, two concerts to be held at the Hollywood Bowl will help to raise funds for the Mexican
American Opportunity Foundation (MAOF). The
concerts’ musical lineup includes Gipsy Kings and Las
Cafeteras on Friday, August 2nd, with Café Tacvba
and Cherry Glazerr headlining on Sunday, September
15th. A limited number of tickets are on sale now, and
a portion of the ticket purchase is tax-deductible.

MAOF, which recently earned the Chamber’s Shining
Star Award for Community Organization of the Year,
is a non-profit, community-based organization that was
established in 1963 in order to serve disadvantaged
individuals and families in the Los Angeles area.
It is the largest Latino-oriented, family services organization in the United States, and has achieved this status
by providing high quality social services and programs

800-810-0272

1460 S. Greenwood Ave. Montebello CA 90640

Call for Pricing and Tasting Information

WE OFFER CATERING
FOR ANY OCCASION
WEDDINGS • QUINCEAÑERAS
CORPORATE EVENTS • BANQUETS
ANNIVERSARIES • CHARITIES / FUNDRAISERS
HOLIDAY PARTIES • BIRTHDAY / GRADUATION

ITALIAN • CHINESE • AMERICAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN
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to those communities where the need is the greatest.
In the 2017-2018 fiscal year, its programs provided
child care and early childhood education to nearly 8,000
children, and delivered nearly 45,000 home-delivered
meals to seniors.
For more information about purchasing tickets to these
concerts, contact MAOF via email at info@maof.org.
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Follow us on Facebook: @montebello.chamber

