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2016 Shining Star Lifetime Achiever 2016 Shining Star Public Service Award:
/QPVGDGNNQ2QNKEG1HſEGT'TPKG$CTTQP
Award: Phillip M. Ramos
Award sponsored by Tire Pros Montebello
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud
to present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Lifetime
Achiever to Phillip M. Ramos. Mr. Ramos was mayor
of the City of Montebello for three terms in 1976, 1980,
and 1984. He also served as the city treasurer from 1987
to 1995 and on the planning commission from 1963 to
1971. He served with integrity and business skills to
move the city forward.
He has served his community with outstanding accomplishments by being the first Hispanic to be nominated
to the California State University Los Angeles advisory
board, on which he served from 1963 to 1971. He was
the first Hispanic elected president of Independent Cities
Association, in 1979. He achieved this while advancing to work as president of two Teledyne Fortune 500
companies, again as the first Hispanic.
Mr. Ramos has been a resident of Montebello since
1956 and continues to help the community as president
of Rapid Advancement Community Counseling, which
is dedicated to helping families.
The Lifetime Achiever Award is open to any Montebello
resident who has dedicated his/her life, year after year
to the advancement of Montebello and its citizens.

For Tire Pros
Montebello, Montebello
Chamber President/
CEO Pamela Wilkinson
presents the award to
Phillip M. Ramos.

Award sponsored by La Costa Restaurant
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud to
present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Public Service
to Montebello Police Department Officer Ernie Barron.
Officer Barron has worked with the Montebello Police
Department for 13 years. He has also worked with the
Explorer Post for 11 years, serving as primary advisor
for the past four years.
Officer Barron has also attended and represented the
City of Montebello at the State Peace Officer Memorial
in Sacramento for the past five years.
Prior to becoming a full-time officer, Officer Barron
was a volunteer reserve officer for 18 years and, before
that, was an Explorer himself.
Officer Barron attended Montebello schools from
kindergarten to high school and is an excellent example
of how the youth of one generation can become givers
of the next generation.
The Public Service Award is open to local government
employees, fire, police, sheriff, hospitals, or any industry
that provides public service.

Armando Arenas,
La Costa Restaurant,
and Montebello Police
1HſEGT'TPKG$CTTQP

Montebello Chamber
104th Annual Installation

Ambassador Chair
Adriana Dugan, Gardner
Insurance Agency, and
Ambassador of the Year
Jean Robinson, Rose
Hills Memorial Park and
Mortuaries

Justine Dellinger, Councilman Jack Hadjinian,
%CTQN *CPUGP $T[CP 5VCPGM $[TQP FG #TCMCN
Councilwoman Vanessa Delgado, Ana Marie
.G0QWG$WVEJ.G0QWG

Please see pages 6 and 7
for more stories and photos

2016 Upcoming Events
Service to others is the rent you pay for your
room here on earth.
— Muhammad Ali
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August 2 – National Night Out, Montebello Police Department / Henry Acuna Park,
6 to 9 pm
August 4 – City of Montebello Presents Concerts in the Park, City Park, 6:30 to 8:30 pm
September 14 – Networking 3.0 Breakfast, location TBD, 7:30 to 9 am
October 16-17 – E-Waste Collection Event, City Hall Parking Lot, 9 am to 4 pm
1EVQDGTŌ(TKGPFUQHVJG/QPVGDGNNQ7PKſGF5EJQQN&KUVTKEV(QWPFCVKQP
Honoring Edward James Olmos with the Service to Education Award
Quiet Cannon, 6 to 10 pm
November 4 – Eighth Annual Taste of the Town, Bagramian Hall, 6 to 9 pm
December 14 – Networking 3.0 Breakfast, location TBD, 7:30 to 9 am
Please check our website calendar for all of our
community events at www.montebellochamber.org
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTARY

#P1HſEKCN2WDNKECVKQPQHVJG/QPVGDGNNQ%JCODGTQH%QOOGTEG
1HſEGTU
Chairperson of the Board . . . . . . . Stepan Boyajian, Montebello Tire Pros
Vice Chair . . . . . . . . Barbara Risher Welch, Risher Montebello Mortuary
Vice Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Armando Arenas, La Costa Restaurant
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ilma V. Avila, Ilma V. Avila, CPA
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Byron de Arakal, Cook Hill Properties, LLC
Past Chairman . . . John Pringle, Esq., Roquemore, Pringle and Moore, Inc.
Board of Directors
Ernesto Flores . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camino Federal Credit Union
Humberto Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GICN5JKGNF
Ralph E. Hansen, D.M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Whittier Palm Dentistry
Darrell H. Heacock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Homer R. Heacock Realty
Lidia Kondratuk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Century 21 George Michael Realty
Greg Millsap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6JG5JQRUCV/QPVGDGNNQ
Jay Nomura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M’s Flowers
George B. Pacheco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CY1HſEGUQH)GQTIG$2CEJGEQ
Martha Snook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $GXGTN[*QURKVCN
Chamber Staff
Pamela Wilkinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President/CEO
Jacqueline Derimow . . . . . . . . . . . . Director, Events and Communications
Montebello Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
109 North 19th Street, Montebello, CA 90640
Ŗ(CZ
www.montebellochamber.org

‘Best Pizza in Town’
(323) 722-8183
531 N. Montebello Blvd, Montebello, CA 90640

By Chairman Stepan Boyajian
I write this commentary with a profound commitment to serve
you—the Montebello chamber community—well as the chairperson of the board of directors of the Montebello Chamber as we
start the 2016-17 fiscal year.
The Montebello Chamber of commerce is committed to create
a viable, dynamic business environment so that Montebello continues to remain a great place to live and work. We would like
build on that by enhancing the ease with which a business entity
can work with city hall, better serve its customers and be a reliable
partner as we seek to improve the quality of life in Montebello.
I do not take the above statements lightly and will work hard in this volunteer
capacity to deliver on that commitment.
In addition to my family responsibilities and volunteer commitments in different
organizations in the community, I have my professional obligations within my capacity as a local small business owner. The situation is not different at all with the
other Board members as well. But we do have the collective understanding that it’s
not always going to be easy but it will be rewarding to know that our efforts will
contribute in making Montebello better, safer and stronger.
I also will be the first to confess that the chamber of commerce nor I have all the
answers, but I pledge that we will listen to your input in order to make the best possible decisions. A stronger chamber is good for the community just as a dynamic
and stronger community strengthens the business community. A stronger business
environment encourages more investments, improvements and jobs. Yes, I know, a
lot of this sounds like the kind of stuff presidential candidates say.
The difference is, here is where things get done—on a grassroots level. Here is
where we have a chance to turn promises into action plans, and more importantly,
we can achieve the results, together!
In closing, I look forward to this fiscal year as we collectively continue to build
Montebello into a more enjoyable place to live and work.

%QPVCEV+PHQTOCVKQPHQT'NGEVGF1HſEKCNU
President of the United States Barack Obama (D)
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C. 20500
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D)
11111 Santa Monica Blvd. #915, Los Angeles, CA 90025
(310) 914-7300 / Washington D.C. (202) 224-3841
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D)
312 N. Spring St., #1748, Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 894-5000 / Washington D.C. 202-224-3553
U.S. Representative, 38th District Linda Sanchez (D)
12440 E. Imperial Hwy., Ste. 140, Norwalk, CA 90650
 HCZ  
Washington D.C. (202) 226-1012
irma.gorrocino@mail.house.gov
www.lindasanchez.house.gov
Governor Jerry Brown (D)
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento, CA 95814
(510) 628-0202 / www.gov.ca.gov
State Senator, 32nd District Tony Mendoza (D)
17315 Studebaker Rd., Ste. 332, Cerritos, CA 90703
 HCZ  
Sacramento (916) 651-4032
State Assembly 58th District Cristina Garcia (D)
8255 Firestone Blvd., Ste. 203, Downey, CA 90241
(562) 861-5803 / Sacramento (916) 319-2058
Marcos.Alamillo@asm.ca.govasmdc.org
County Supervisor 1st District Hilda Solis
500 W Temple St, Room 856, Los Angeles, CA 90012
 ſTUVFKUVTKEV"DQUNCEQWPV[IQX
State Board of Equalization 3rd District
Jerome E. Horton, Chairman
2361 Rosecrans Ave., Suite 450, El Segundo, CA 90245
(310) 297-5201 / Carla.martinez@boe.ca.gov
www.boe.ca.gov
MONTEBELLO CITY COUNCIL
(323) 887-1367
Mayor Art Barajas
Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero
Councilmember Vanessa Delgado
Councilmember Jack Hadjinian
Councilmember William Molinari

Do you need a product or service?
Check out the chamber’s website:
WWW.MONTEBELLOCHAMBER.ORG
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NEW MEMBERS
GOLDEN OX BURGERS
902 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 722-2865

Thank You to Our
August Advertisers
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce thanks the
advertisers who make it possible for this publication to be distributed to all 15,000 businesses and
residents of the city. We ask you to support all of
these advertisers:
Alondra Hot Wings
Brow Studio
Camino Federal Credit Union
Catering by Herach & Ara
City of Montebello
Cook Hill Properties, LLC
Gardner Insurance Agency
Ilma V. Avila, C.P.A.
La Costa Restaurant
Law Offices of George B. Pacheco
and Associates
Montebello Christian School
Plaza Bank
Rio’s Pizza
Risher Montebello Mortuary
Roquemore Pringle & Moore
San Gabriel Valley Water Co.
Sears
Sudha Govindarajan, M.D.
The Shops at Montebello
Tire Pros

GOLDENSTATE BANKCARD
COMERICANTES LATINOS
3505 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(877) 842-9754
www.comercianteslatinos.com

www.montebellochamber.org
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Hair Philosophy

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Hair Philosophy is a full-service salon offering services in hair and skin care, such as keratin treatments
and anti-aging facials, with expertise in cuts and color.
“We use professional hair and skin products that include Wella Professional, Salerm, Kerasys, GK Hair,
Brazilian Blowout, LeMieux, Suavecito, and more,” says
Alexandra Soto and her business partner, Anna Soto, a
cosmetologist who has served the Montebello community for over 25 years. Together, this mother-daughter
duo make a diverse team, catering to clients of all ages
and backgrounds.
Hair Philosophy values “utilizing top quality products, providing expertise, and taking a personal interest
in each of its clients to provide the best possible salon
experience.”
“Our mission is to provide excellent service in a safe
environment where women come to enhance their natural
beauty,” said Alexandra. “Our vision is that the women
who walk through our door will awaken a sense of empowerment and purpose, exuding these traits from the inside out.”
Established for six years and located at 501 West Whittier Boulevard, Montebello,
business hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The salon supports several organizations including the
Garfield Alumni Organization, East LA Rotary Club, Soroptomists, John Benson
Scholarship Organization, and Locks of Love.
“We make it a priority to ensure each client is well-informed and educated through
our initial consultation, processing, and after-care instructions. Our guarantee
promises that a visit to Hair Philosophy will be time and money well spent,” said
Alexandra.“Our clients leave our salon feeling confident and great about their hair.”
For additional information, visit HP on social media, including Facebook and
Instagram, @hpmontebello.

M’s Flowers

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Masae Goto Nomura
family opened its first florist
shop in 1930. Today, with
three stores in nearby cities,
M’s Flowers has grown into
one of the largest independent florists in Southern
California.
The Montebello store,
located at 801 West Washington Boulevard, has been a city landmark for the past 59 years and is owned and
operated by Masae’s son, Jay Nomura, his wife Dorothy, and children, Jill and Ryan.
Every week, via email, Nomura places orders with flower growers in Columbia,
Ecuador and Holland.
“Ninety percent of our flowers are imported from these countries,” said Nomura.
“The flowers arrive fresher, and with the cost more reasonable, we are able to pass
the savings on to our customers.”
The flowers arrive at Los Angeles International Airport where they are placed in
large, refrigerated containers. Once they go through inspection, they are picked up
by M’s Flowers staff.
M’s Flowers offers a large variety of fresh flowers available in contemporary and
traditional arrangements and specializes in weddings and special occasions as well as
funeral designs, blooming and green plants, gift baskets, greeting cards, and other
gift items.
“We are committed to offering only the finest floral arrangements and gifts, backed
by service that is friendly and prompt,” said Nomura. “If a customer is not happy
for any reason with their arrangement, it is replaced immediately.”
Nomura, who believes in giving back to one’s community, supports numerous
organizations and nonprofits and has established several local scholarships in his
mother’s memory.
“M’s Flowers brings a legacy of family-owned experience, making it one of the
largest special event florists in Los Angeles,” said Nomura. “With three generations
of talent, and in business for 86 years, M’s Flowers combines hospitality with innovative creativity to meet the needs of any client.”

Team Montebello
+H[QWUGGITCHſVKQTDWNM[KVGOUVJCVPGGFVQDG
picked up, please call:
GRAFFITI HOT LINE
877-444-604
BULKY ITEM PICK UP
888-336-6100
Residents can call for a bulky item pick-up at least
24 hours in advance of their regular trash collection.
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City of Montebello News
City Breaks Ground on New Hilton Hotel
Hilton Home2Suites will soon become the newest
amenity at the Montebello Golf Course, home to the
Quiet Cannon Conference and Events Center, the Hilton
Garden Inn, the Armenian Genocide Memorial and the
Bicknell Park Scout House. The eight-level, 203-room
extended-stay hotel is anticipated to be completed in
early 2018.
Current and former city officials, including former
mayor Art Payan, Hilton representatives, members of
the local business community, along with Montebello
residents were in attendance as official groundbreaking
ceremonies took place June 30.
The approximately 130,000-square-foot hotel, affiliated with the Hilton Worldwide hospitality brand, will
consist of a main lobby, lounge area, breakfast area,
a fitness center, an indoor pool, three meeting rooms,
and an outdoor fire pit patio. Home2 Suites, LLC will
operate the facility on behalf of the City.
“We have the best hotel environment in the Los
Angeles market. It is like an oasis being located right
on the golf course and lake,” said Brad Perrin. “Just
12 minutes from downtown L.A., you can do business
downtown and stay in beautiful surroundings.”
“It’s been awhile since the City broke ground on
a major project such as this and I’m very excited,”
said Mayor Art Barajas. “The project will generate
significant new revenues to the City in terms of the
Transient Occupancy Tax that will benefit the City’s
general fund.”

“Even in a tough economy, tourists remain interested
in coming to the Los Angeles area and hotel tax revenue
is a growing source of income for many cities,” said
Montebello Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero. “Our
Hilton Garden Inn has a built-in corporate clientele and
has been running at maximum occupancy for quite some
time. So there is a need for a second hotel to be built.”
“I look forward to the revenue the new hotel will
generate. There is demand for new hotels and we are
fortunate to have such an opportunity in our City at this
time. The golf course is a desirable place for guests who
do business in the area,” said
Councilman Jack Hadjinian.
“This is very exciting,”
said one resident. “I’m glad
to see Montebello moving
ahead with major projects
to bring in much needed tax
dollars and create jobs.”
“I’m pleased to support the
development of the Home2Suites project as it is an important investment in our
city’s future,” said Councilwoman Vanessa Delgado.
“This high quality project is slated to create 101 local
jobs and will generate a minimum of $1.5 million in
much needed revenues annually.”
The hotel will be built on the site of the existing golf
course maintenance facility which will be relocated

City
Continues
to Attract
Hollywood
Film Crews
Keep your eyes open for familiar city sights as Montebello played
host to three more film shoots: Sun Dogs, a feature film starring
Allison Janney and Ed O’Neill; Rebel, a TV pilot directed by John
Singleton; and an Embrel commercial with golfer Phil Mickelson.
Montebello continues to attract Hollywood as filming took place
on the Schurr High School football field, at the aquatics center, at
the former Parks and Recreation Building, and the exterior of the
police station. According to film crews, the three concurrent shoots
over the course of two weeks, ran very smoothly.
Mayor Art Barajas expressed his
thoughts on the increased filming
activities in the City, “It’s very exciting to see our city on television and
on the big screen.”
“I am extremely proud of the city
staff who process permits for filming
in a timely fashion,” said Councilman
Jack Hadjinian. “Filming anywhere
within the city limits generates much
needed revenue for the general fund
in several ways. We are able to rent city facilities as set locations,
and pay the hourly wages of police officers who provide security for
those locations.” Recent film shoots have contributed approximately
$35,000 to the City’s general fund. Several local businesses able
to provide parking for the numerous vehicles that hauled equipment, transported cast
and crew and served as
dressing rooms, shared
in the revenue the filming generated.
The California Film
and Television Tax
Credit Program is credited with a rise in overall filming in the greater Los Angeles area.
The program is intended to halt a decline in film production in
California as other states court Hollywood for a piece of the pie.
“It’s exciting to see Hollywood come to Montebello,” said one
resident as he walked by the former Parks and Recreation Building
transformed for a few days into the Anza City Police Department.
“Our City Manager, police and fire personnel, along with the
community, have been very supportive,” said Mayor Pro Tem Vivian Romero. “The filming process takes collaborative effort and
cooperation and everyone has been great to work with.”
— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

elsewhere on the property.
A total of 180 parking spaces will be provided in a
subterranean parking level and in surface parking.
Referred to as a “new kind of hotel,” by Hilton, the
Montebello location becomes one of approximately 20
across the United States with additional hotels planned.
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104th ANNUAL CHAMBER INSTALLATION
/QPVGDGNNQ%JCODGTŏUVJ+PUVCNNCVKQPQH1HſEGTU
On June 2, the Montebello Chamber of Commerce
held its 104th Annual Installation Dinner for its board
of directors for the 2016-2017 term and Shining Star
Community Awards at the Quiet Cannon in Montebello.
It was a wonderful event that brought the community
together to support the chamber’s 104th anniversary
and recognize some amazing individuals and groups in
our community. The event featured an “island” theme

and guests were treated to Polynesian dancers who
entertained them while they dined.
Thank you to all of our sponsors who made this event
possible, and to our wonderful ambassadors, who give
and serve tirelessly with pride and dedication. Thank
you to our city, fire department, and police department
for joining us that evening and making this a true community event and all of our guests who attended this spe-

cial night—104 years is something special to celebrate.
Congratulations again to all of our Shining Star Award
recipients. The world is truly a better place because of
people like you. And last, but not least, congratulations to our ambassador Jean Robinson for receiving
our Ambassador of the Year Award for her dedication
and service to the Montebello Chamber of Commerce
during the last year.

$QCTFQH&KTGEVQTU/CTVJC5PQQM$GXGTN[*QURKVCN
,C[0QOWTC/ŏU(NQYGTU/C[QT#TV$CTCLCU&CTTGNN
**GCEQEM*QOGT4*GCEQEM4GCNV[+PE)GQTIG$
2CEJGEQ.CY1HſEGUQH)GQTIG$2CEJGEQ#UUQEKCVGU
$CTDCTC4KUJGT9GNEJ4KUJGT/QTVWCT[/QPVGDGNNQ
+NOC8#XKNC+NOC8#XKNC%2#,QJP2TKPING'53
4QSWGOQTG2TKPING/QQTG$[TQP&G#TCMCN%QQM*KNN
2TQRGTVKGU..%#TOCPFQ#TGPCU.C%QUVC4GUVCWTCPV
Ralph E. Hansen, D.M.D. Whittier Palm Dentistry. Not
2KEVWTGF5VGRCP$Q[CLKCP6KTG2TQU/QPVGDGNNQ'TPGUVQ
(NQTGU%COKPQ(GFGTCN%TGFKV7PKQP*WODGTVQ)CTEKC
.GICN5JKGNF.KFKC-QPFTCVWM%GPVWT[)GQTIG/KEJCGN
4GCNV[)TGI/KNNUCR6JG5JQRUCV/QPVGDGNNQ#NDGTV
Napoli, Metropolitan Water District

Montebello Fire
Department:
Paramedic Jeremy
5CPFKHQTF2CTCOGFKE
&CPP[0CVCTK\KQ
$CVVCNKQP%JKGH&CP
France, Engineer Tim
)QOG\CPF%CRVCKP
4QEM[.QRG\

#ODCUUCFQTU #FTKCPC &WICP )CTFPGT +PUWTCPEG #IGPE[ -GNN[ &G8QP
/CIIKG 4KQU :+)'06 2TKPVKPI ,CESWGNKPG &GTKOQY /QPVGDGNNQ %JCODGT
QH%QOOGTEG2COGNC9KNMKPUQP/QPVGDGNNQ%JCODGTQH%QOOGTEG,WUVKPG
*GTTGTC&GNNKPIGT%QQM*KNN2TQRGTVKGU..%,GCP4QDKPUQP4QUG*KNNU/GOQTKCN
2CTM 4GPC )CTEKC 4GPC )CTEKC /CTMGVKPI  0QV 2KEVWTGF /CTVJC #NXCTG\
(WPGTCTKCFGN#PIGN.CWTC$CTTCICP1TDKV'XGPV4GPVCNU*WODGTVQ)CTEKC
.GICN5JKGNF

A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors
PLATINUM SPONSORS

/QPVGDGNNQ2QNKEG&GRCTVOGPV%QTRQTCN4GZ;CR%CRVCKP$TCF-GNNGT/TU
2CVV[$CTTQP1HſEGT'TPKG$CTTQP/TU'NK\CDGVJ$CTTQP/T'TPKG$CTTQP5T
5GTIGCPV.CTT[,CEMUQP%CRVCKP.WKU.QRG\

GOLD SPONSORS
#NQPFTC*QV9KPIUŖ$CPMQHVJG9GUV
4QSWGOQTG2TKPING/QQTG+PEŖ6JG2TGUETKRVKQP5JQR

SILVER SPONSORS
2+**GCNVJŖ4KUJGT/QTVWCT[CPF%TGOCVKQP5GTXKEG
San Gabriel Valley Water Company

TABLE SPONSORS
$GXGTN[*QURKVCNŖ%QQM*KNN2TQRGTVKGU
(QTFQH/QPVGDGNNQŖ*QOGT4*GCEQEM4GCNV[+PE
.CY1HſEGUQH)GQTIG*2CEJGEQŖ/ŏU(NQYGTU/QPVGDGNNQ
2JKNCVTQPŖ4CRKF#FXCPEGOGPV%QOOWPKV[%QWPUGNKPI%GPVGT
4GRWDNKE5GTXKEGUŖ5QWVJGTP%CNKHQTPKC)CU
Montebello Housing Development Corporation
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2016 SHINING STARS
2016 Shining Star Member Business
of the Year: X-IGENT Printing, Inc.

2016 Shining Star Organization
of the Year: Boy Scout Troop 330

#YCTFURQPUQTGFD[%JKPC(KUJGTKGU0QTVJ#OGTKEC+PE
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud to
present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Member Business
of the Year to X-IGENT Printing, Inc. Omar Rodriguez
and Hugo Cervantes have been pillars of the community
by making numerous contributions to various organizations both personally and through their printing business
to their community. Omar Rodriguez served for several
years on the Montebello Chamber of Commerce board
and also the Commerce Industrial Council Chamber of
Commerce. X-IGENT Printing believes in volunteering
for the community and has two of his staff members
serve as ambassadors on Montebello and Commerce’s
committees. Among the donations X-IGENT Printing,
Inc. supports and donates to are MS Walk, St. Benedicts
Church, Aids Foundation, Women and Children’s Crisis
Shelter, American Cancer Society, Montebello Chamber
of Commerce, MAOF, and Ford of Montebello just to
1OCT4QFTKIWG\
name a few. Omar Rodriguez was also recently selected
as the 2016 Small Business Person of the Year by the X-IGENT Printing, Inc.,
CPF$CUVGP.KW
U.S. Small Business Administration.
The Member Business of the Year Award is awarded to China Fisheries North
America, Inc.
any chamber member business that has made a deliberate
and focused effort, by its nature or through a specific project, to improve our local
quality of life while maintaining a rigorous standard of work excellence.

#YCTFURQPUQTGFD[/GVTQRQNKVCP9CVGT&KUVTKEV
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud to
present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Organization of
the Year to Boy Scout Troop 330.
Mrs. Cindy Farber, scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop
330, leads and runs this positive and exceptional Boy
Scout Troop for Montebello. She makes sure that this
opportunity exists for our community youth to learn
about themselves and how they can be self-reliant future
leaders. They will lead by her example.
The Organization of the Year Award is open to any
formally-recognized, nonprofit civic group that has made
a concentrated effort through its nature or a specific
project toward the betterment of Montebello.
On behalf of Metropolitan Water District, Montebello
Chamber of Commerce President/CEO Pamela
Wilkinson presents the award to Cindy Farber.

2016 Shining Star Student of the Year: Montebello
High School Student Veronica J. Martinez
Award sponsored by Ilma V. Avila, CPA
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud to
present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Student of the
Year to Veronica J. Martinez, of Montebello High School.
Ms. Martinez is a senior at Montebello High School,
has good grades and has been in the CAT’s program at
Montebello High School for four years. She loves helping
people and has been a Girl Scout for eight years, earning
her Bronze, Silver, and Gold, the highest honor a scout
can receive. Ms. Martinez has also been active in helping kids at Maryvale Group Home by refurbishing and
weatherproofing an outdoor patio for the group home.
She is also a talented painter, and shows her art work
at the Montebello Art Walk. Veronica J. Martinez is an
incredibly smart young lady who was born a leader and
is a wonderful example to fellow students at Montebello
High School.
The Student of the Year Award is open to any Montebello
student whose efforts have made a positive impact on
our community and who sets an exemplary role model Ilma V. Avila, CPA, and
8GTQPKEC,/CTVKPG\
for others.

2016 Shining Star Educator of the Year:
Montebello High School
Teacher Libby Rego
#YCTFURQPUQTGFD[#VJGPU5GTXKEGU
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud
to present its 2016 Shining Star Award for Educator of
the Year to Montebello High School’s Ms. Libby Rego.
Ms. Rego is an outstanding teacher at Montebello High
School. She not only teaches her students the regular
curriculum, but she goes out of her way to help students
create a future for themselves. She makes her class
entertaining for her students, by bringing new ways to
teaching. Her students praise her for having the greatest /QPVGDGNNQ*KIJ5EJQQN
advice when you need it, and being one of the strongest
Teacher Libby Rego.
teachers they ever had.
The Educator of the Year Award is open to any teacher, counselor, school administrator, or member of the clergy who has established himself/herself as an outstanding
role model for students and other educators.

Join us
for our
Mariachi
Brunch!
Opens at 9:30 a.m.
0)CTſGNF#XG
/QPVGDGNNQ%#
QPGDNQEMUQWVJQHVJG(Y[

323.728.7492
.C%QUVC4GUVCWTCPVEQO
.KMGWUQP(CEGDQQM
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Indentity Theft: Threats Are
Everywhere; Your Solution is Here
By Allison Hainlen, Attorney/Insurance Agent, Vice President
Gardner Insurance Agency
Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personally identifying information, like your name, Social Security number, or
credit card number, without your permission, to commit fraud or
other crimes. According to the Federal Trade Commission, the
effects of identity theft can last from several months to several
years, depending on the information stolen, how the identity theft
Allison Hainlen
occurs and if the criminal is caught.
If you haven’t been the victim of identity theft, it’s likely that you know someone
who has been.In a culture of online consumerism, rapid bill pay options and cyber
crime, protection against identity theft is becoming increasingly important.
While the California Office of Privacy Protection offers several excellent resources
to aid identity theft victims, a recent study concluded that more than 12 million people
experience identity theft annually with an average loss per victim of $2,292. Moreover,
the study estimated that the average consumer spends around $400 in out of pocket
expenses and more than 11 hours of time trying to resolve their case (according to
the Javelin Strategy & Research Identity Fraud Report).
Here at Gardner Insurance Agency, we are in the business of protecting our clients’ assets and financial future through insuring their homes, vehicles, recreational
vehicles and providing expert knowledge on their exposure to certain risks. So, did
you know that a homeowners insurance policy may protect your family against the
long-lasting effects of this common crime?
We are pleased that our top-rated carriers have recently rolled out affordable and
easy-to-add optional coverages to protect our clients against the damage that identity
theft can cause to your whole family. This new coverage can range from basic protection limits to protecting against such risks as social media identity theft, assisted
living identity theft, document replacement services, and tax fraud support.
Most importantly, this coverage costs as little as $3 per month. Your identity,
and that of your family, is your most valuable asset, what is it worth to you? Call
our expert insurance agents today to get a free homeowners insurance quote with an
identity theft package tailored to your family’s specific needs and risk.
Note: While some homeowners policies come with a small, included limit, you
should consult your homeowners insurance agent, carrier or one of our knowledgeable agents about what your limit is, if any.

Risher Mortuary & Cremation
Service Earns Selected Independent
Funeral Homes Membership

“Give Your Family the
Gift of Preplanning”
We are offering all families a
Discount of $125.00 on Cremation
Discount of $250.00 on Traditional
Burial
Available in 2016

Plan ahead by locking in today’s cost.

Risher Mortuary & Cremation Service of Montebello and Downey, California recently earned membership in Selected Independent Funeral Homes, an international
association of premier, independently-owned and operated funeral homes.
“We are pleased to welcome Risher Mortuary & Cremation Service to our association,” said Selected Independent Funeral Homes Executive Director and CEO, Robert
J. Paterkiewicz. “Affiliation with Selected Independent Funeral Homes is considered
an honor because of the high standards of funeral service that are required to receive
an invitation to become a member.”
The firm began with Raymond and Marjorie Risher who came to Montebello from
Downey in 1959 and started the Risher Montebello Mortuary in its present location
across from the Montebello City Park. They have also established a location in
downtown Downey. Today their daughter, Barbara Risher Welch is continuing their
legacy of over 50 years of longstanding community service through participation in
local organizations. Barbara continues on in the family tradition and is a member of
the Montebello Chamber, Montebello Rotary Club, Beverly Hospital Foundation and
Risher Mortuary is a member of the L.A. County and California Funeral Directors
Association. For more information visit www.rishermortuary.com
Founded in 1917 as National Selected Morticians, Selected Independent Funeral
Homes is an international association of approximately 1,200 independent funeral
service establishments, which are operated by persons with integrity, good moral
character, professional ability of a high level and who are dedicated to the principle
that their calling involves special responsibilities to society.
As an active and leading association, Selected Independent Funeral Homes focuses
on these four essential purposes to:
study, develop and establish the highest standards of service for the benefit of the
public
provide a continuing forum for the exchange, development and dissemination of
knowledge and information beneficial to members and the public
furnish information to members and the public regarding all aspects of funeral service
cooperate with organizations, public and private, to achieve these purposes.
Membership in Selected Independent Funeral Homes is by invitation and is extended
only after a thorough review of character, service, performance and facilities. One
primary condition of membership is adherence to the association’s “Code of Good
Funeral Practice.” The 11 provisions of the Code clearly outline the key principles
of honesty, respect and trust that are expected of members. Failure to observe the
Code’s provisions could result in termination of membership.
“As independently owned and operated firms, our members are truly vested in their
communities,” Paterkiewicz said. “Risher Mortuary & Cremation Service, like all
our members, takes seriously their responsibility and dedication to providing the best
possible funeral service to their friends and neighbors.”
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DoubleTree by Hilton Los Angeles /Commerce
Hosts July Networking Breakfast 3.0
On July 13, Montebello Chamber, Commerce Industrial Council Chamber of Commerce and Latin Business Administration
members joined for the July Networking
Breakfast at the DoubleTree Hotel in
Commerce.
Guests dined on an amazing breakfast
prepared by the hotel and then participated
in “Speed Networking” with each other,
which is a quick way to introduce and
meet all the attendees from each chamber/
association.
For all upcoming networking events please visit the Montebello Chamber of Commerce’s website at www.montebellochamber.org or “Like” us on Facebook @montebello.chamber, or “Follow” us on Twitter @MontebelloCham.
The DoubleTree by Hilton Los Angeles/Commerce is located at 5757 Telegraph Road, Commerce, CA 90040.

Chef Chen Gets Mobbed by Chamber
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce held its first Friday
CA$H Mob at Chef Chen Restaurant with 31 hungry and happy
attendees! Chef Chen owner Justin Jiang was very pleased to get
“mobbed”.
What is a CA$H Mob? It brings a group of people to a merchant
on a specific planned day. Each member of the cash mob agrees
to purchase an item of a
specified amount, thus
giving the business a
quick infusion of “cash”.
Cash mobs also give the
merchant an opportunity
to reach a new audience
and earn loyalty through
exposing them to the
quality of its goods or
services.
Chef Chen is located
at 137 North Montebello
Boulevard, Montebello,
CA 90640.

Mon–Sat: 10 am–8 pm
Sun: 11 am–6 pm
Tues: closed

‘Like’ us on
Facebook
‘Montebello.chamber’
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Soroptimists Award Scholarships to 17 Local Students
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Working together for the betterment of local
students, since 1952 Soroptimist International of
Montebello has awarded scholarships to help teens
fulfill their dreams of a better life. With over 120
in attendance, including family and friends, this
year, 17 local high school seniors were awarded
a total of $13,000 in scholarships to help them
achieve their educational goals.
With several named in memory of former club
members, the scholarships recognize achievement
in academics and the arts, as well as community service. Spirit of America scholarships are
awarded to writers of essays that best answer the
question “What is the spirit of America and how
will I make it affect my life and my Montebello
community?” Each scholarship packet submitted
was reviewed by a committee which ultimately

selects the recipients.
“These students are definitely the future and we
hope that our scholarships help them achieve their
goals,” said member Cheryll Goto.
“It is amazing to see students that are not only
scholars but truly have a good grasp of community
service,” said member Janine Andrade. “We are
blessed to have some of the brightest represented
tonight.”
Congratulations to Masae Nomura Memorial
Scholarship winners Lizbeth Ramirez and Brandon
Pineda-Rivera, Jewel Bishop Starkey Scholarship
winners Jose J. Martinez and Alexi Manzo, Elaine
Kirchner Live Your Dream Scholarship winners Michelle Mkhlian and Rena J. Estes, Cathy
Hensel Scholarship winners Julio Chavez, Ainslee
Preciado, Megan Pena, Lara Ghoogasian and
Angelica Pintado, Spirit of America Scholarship
winners Aylin Sarabia Meza, Alejandra
Uribe, Josselyne Yatco and Dioseline
Calvo, Marge Risher Scholarship winner
Michelle Mkhlian, and Linda Fujioka
Scholarship winner Yen Voung.
“Soroptimists believe in improving the
lives of women and youth on a global
and local level,” said President Nancy
Valdez. “It makes me so proud to see
how hard the students worked throughout
the year and we wish them the best in
their next phase of life.

Want to join
the Montebello
Chamber?
Call
(323) 721-1153
6HDUV0RQWHEHOOR10RQWHEHOOR%OYG0RQWHEHOOR&$
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Why Support a
Chamber of Commerce?
“At the heart of every local economy and the backbone of the nation’s economy, you’ll
find a Chamber of Commerce. Celebrating and promoting the diversity and uniqueness
of their communities, Chambers of Commerce form the fabric of America.”
(Author unknown)

What is a Chamber?
Chambers of Commerce are business and community organizations, generally
incorporated as a 501(c)(6) business. Chambers of Commerce are not part of local,
state, or federal government, though chambers do often partner with government to
accomplish the chamber mission.
Chambers of Commerce are funded by membership investments as well as nondues items such as events, sponsorships, contracts, and sales of various products and
services. The vast majority of chamber memberships are small businesses - businesses
with fewer than 20 to 35 employees, on average.
Today’s Chamber of Commerce, rather than being narrowly focused on one particular industry, issue, cause, or activity, focus on a broad range of activities and
support for both businesses and communities.

What the Chamber does for YOU?
The Chamber of Commerce is the business community working together. It is
the central agency that corrals the forces of the community for its improvement and
development: in business, in industry, and in the professions. Together, the chamber
does what no person can do alone.

A New Business Partner
The Chamber is your most valuable, yet lowest paid employee, taking as much
interest as a partner but leaving you as the boss. Entire committees of premier business
and professional executives voluntarily work to improve your business opportunities
and living enjoyment.

Another Pair of Eyes
The Chamber is Montebello’s only business organization working full-time, looking
at and attending to many details of making our area an even better place to live and
earn a living. Yes, it provides eyes of dedicated observers who maintain a watch on
those matters that affect every business and citizen in the community.

Another Voice
Through the Montebello Chamber, you can voice your views on legislation, taxes,
civic affairs, employment, trade, transportation and other important matters. Joined
with the opinions of other civic and business leaders, your ideas are amplified through
a cooperative “voice of business” and acquire additional strength.

Another Pair of Hands
The Chamber staff answers hundreds of inquiries a year relative to every imaginable
question concerning the city and area. These inquiries would go unanswered if there
were no Chamber of Commerce. The goodwill and accurate information furnished
has an immense value to the Montebello area.

AV RATED IN MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

A Tireless Salesperson
The Chamber provides a clearinghouse of information needed by prospective industrialists, visitors, potential residents, and local businesses who are interested in
learning more about the area.

An Expeditor
In serving the businesses of the community, the Chamber is devoted to activities
designed to create more community wealth. As payrolls are expanded and more jobs
created, everyone stands to benefit from the growth. More people, more sales opportunities, more money, more tax revenue and the resulting increased services all
add to making the Montebello area an even better place to live and make a living.

#PQVJGT(TQPV1HſEG
The Chamber is the place where visitors can gain their first impression of the hospitality and soundness of our community. This office reflects the energetic outlook
of our civic leaders and business community. It is a rallying point for community
development.

A Necessary Business Investment
In the same relationship to your business as rent, utilities, advertising, and payroll,
your membership investment should never be considered a contribution.

A Business Advocate
One voice raised in defense of a right, or one person or business taking on a project,
is often weak and ineffective. But when many voices are raised and many people
work together in community affairs, much is achieved.
When you, as an individual or business, express your opinions and concerns and
make a contribution physically and financially, in a cooperative effort with your peers
in the community, you have made a commitment to work collaboratively for the betterment of our area. The Montebello Chamber of Commerce strives to be a leading
agent of change; to stimulate orderly growth and economic development, to address
local, state and national issues affecting our area, to develop social responsibilities
affecting homes, schools, health, and to promote the free enterprise system.
You, as a businessperson working in and with the Chamber, make your contribution
to the community effort and, in turn, it benefits you, your family, and your business.
If you are a business owner and interested in becoming a member of the Montebello
Chamber of Commerce, please contact Pamela Wilkinson at (323) 721-1153.

JOHN P. PRINGLE,
PARTNER

5($/(67$7(/$:
%$1.5837&</$:
&25325$7(/$:
SHARON WU,
&,9,//,7,*$7,21
OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR
75867:,//6
&216(59$7256+,36
352%$7(
Chamber
081,&,3$//$:
Member
We are a debt relief agency.
We help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Discounts

TELEPHONE: 323-724-3117

6055 E. WASHINGTON BLVD., SUITE 500
LOS ANGELES, CA 90040-2466
rpmlaw.com

12

Spotlight on Montebello – www.montebellochamber.org

August 2016

MEMBER NEWS
2016 PIH Health Foundation
Gala Raises More Than
$488,000 Net Proceeds to
Fund New State-of-the-Art
Imaging Systems

Gala Committee: Mary
McCarthy, Lola Armienta,
,Q[EG(KV\IGTCNF.QTK$TGKVOCP
5JGTT[$TCWP$CTDCTC2GPNCPF
Maun, Robin Renek, Pam
Polito, Jennifer Rodgers, Leslie
Engelage, Libby Thomas, and
)CNC%JCKT&KCPG-KTMRCVTKEM
Not pictured: Michele Alvarado,
%QPPKG+TYKP5VCEK/CIIGF
$CTDCTC0WTGFFKPG.QTK
1ŏ5JGCCPF/CTKC4QEC
PIH Health, a regional nonprofit healthcare delivery network that serves more than
2.1 million residents in the Los Angeles County, Orange County and San Gabriel
Valley region, hosted its 2016 PIH Health Foundation Gala on Saturday, April 30
at the Hyatt Regency Huntington Beach Resort & Spa. This year’s Miami-inspired
event titled, “Get on Your Feet” featured Cuban-style dining, music and dancing.
More than 750 guests attended the sold out event which rose over $488,000 dollars
to help purchase new state-of-the-art imaging systems, Siemens SOMATOM Force
CT Scanners.
“We are grateful for those in our community who recognized how important it is
for PIH Health to always have the latest technological advances,” said PIH Health
Foundation Board Chair, Melanie Lyons. “Only with generous philanthropic support
are we able to take PIH Health to the next level.”
The Siemens SOMATOM Force CT Scanners offer clearer, more precise imaging
and diagnoses, and provides full-body imaging in less than five seconds. This means
quicker scans, faster diagnoses and reduced treatment wait-times for patients. The
earlier the diagnosis, the sooner treatment can begin, which in many cases, can be
lifesaving for patients affected by stroke, heart disease, cancer, internal bleeding,
brain injuries and other serious conditions.
The gala is the largest annual fundraiser held in support of PIH Health. The event
included a silent and live auction which featured world-class entertainment. During
the lively auctions, attendees outbid one another for fabulous prizes, including two
floor-level VIP seats at the sold-out Adele concert in Los Angeles this summer, as
well as a gorgeous bar cart filled with an assortment of premium spirits, which was
generously donated by members of the Gala Committee.
“I’ve trusted PIH Health for my own family’s healthcare needs for the past four
decades,” said Diane Kirkpatrick, Gala Committee chair. “I’m thrilled to be part
of an event that raises money to extend this excellent care and expertise to others in
our community.”
To make a donation to PIH Health Foundation, please call (562) 698-0811, ext.
81520 or visit PIHHealth.org and click on “Donate to PIH Health Foundation.”

REPORT GRAFFITI
to 877-444-6044
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Ribbon Cutting and Grand
Re-opening at The UPS Store

Chef Chen Celebrates
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Chamber members and residents of the community turned out to help Chef Chen cut
the red ribbon and celebrate the opening of their new business. Guests were treated to
a nice assortment of delicious food and great service. Justin Jiang was very pleased
to have the community come out to meet him and his friendly staff and sample the
food at his new restaurant. If you want to try Chef Chen, it is located at 137 North
Montebello Boulevard, Suite K, Montebello, CA 90640; (323) 837-0786.

Montebello Rotary Presents
Teacher of the Year Recognition
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Rotary Club named Ford Park Adult
School teacher DeAnne Susino as its Teacher of the Year.
This marks the 32nd year the club has recognized an outstanding teacher in the Montebello Unified School District.
Before becoming a teacher, Susino worked in the family
business, Heacock Realty, for many years.
“I decided to change careers when I found out I was going
to become a mother,” she said. “The first day I substituted
in Adult Ed, I was hooked! The students were there because
they wanted to be. Many people take education for granted,
but not Adult Ed students.”
At Ford Park Adult School for the past 19 years, Susino
has taught ESL, English, U.S. History and U.S. Government.
“We provide our students the opportunity to learn English, complete high school,
and/or get specialized career training,” said Susino. Many work hard to raise their
families without much education. Through Adult Ed, they are able to make a livable
wage, contribute to the community, and pursue the American Dream.”
“De Anne richly deserves this recognition for her dedication and passion for providing academic and career services to those underserved and disadvantaged students,
families and members of her community,” said Ford Director of Adult Ed Kathy
Brendzal. “She has been a beloved role model for staff and students alike.”
“She is an excellent teacher. The best teacher I have ever had,” said Norma Tellez.
“She is dedicated and makes sure we fully understand everything that is being taught.”
Susino enjoys being in the hand bell choir at her church, reading and yoga. With son
Ashton attending college in Oregon, she and husband John are now “empty nesters.”
“Many of my students are experiencing the same thing, so we’re on this journey
together,” said Susino. “We are all more alike than we are different, and I love guiding my students into discovering that.”
“The Montebello Rotary Club is pleased to recognize De Anne as the Club continues its tradition of honoring great teachers,” said Past President Jay McCartney.
“Adult Ed is focused on preparing our students to be valuable members of the community and we’re adding new programs to meet their needs every step of the way.
Kathy and the staff are phenomenal people who have a heart for adult education and
it’s a joy to be a part of the team,” said Susino. “I am honored to be recognized by
the Montebello Rotary Club.”

Do you need a product or service?
Check out the chamber’s website:

www.montebellochamber.org

On June 30, the Montebello
community turned out to welcome new owner of The UPS
Store Byron Chan and help
him celebrate with a ribbon
cutting ceremony and grand
re-opening.
Attendees included members
of the Montebello Chamber of
Commerce board and ambassadors, Montebello Mayor Art
Barajas, Montebello Fire Chief
Dan Amador, Field Rep. Irma
Gorrocino from the Office of
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, Field Rep. Jocelyn Yow
from the Office of Senator Tony
Mendoza, Field Rep. Christine
Asadourian from the Office of
58th District Assemblymember
Cristina Garcia. Also on hand
to lend support were previous
long-time owners Ken and
Wendy Hayakawa.
Mr. Chan provided a wonderful lunch for his guests and
also held a raffle with some
wonderful gifts.
For all of your graphic or
shipping needs, please drop
in and say “hello” and visit
Byron Chan at The UPS Store,
1012 West Beverly Boulevard,
Montebello, CA 90640; (323)
721-7529.

Maggie Rios, Rena Garcia, Gia Pacheco,
Irma Gorrocino, Darrell H. Heacock, Jocelyn
;QY ,QJP 2TKPING $[TQP %JCP )GQTIG $
2CEJGEQ%JTKUVKPG#UCFQWTKCP-GNN[&G8QP

,CESWGNKPG&GTKOQY-GP*C[CMCYC9GPF[
Hayakawa, Montebello Fire Chief Dan
#OCFQT$[TQP%JCP/QPVGDGNNQ/C[QT#TV
$CTCLCU5CTMKU5CPFWMJV[CP-GNN[&G8QP

Follow us on Twitter
@montebellocham
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Beverly Hospital Foundation Hosts
2CTCFKUG$CNNVQ$GPGſV*QURKVCN'ZRCPUKQP
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
More than 300 Beverly Hospital Foundation supporters enjoyed an island-themed evening, all for a
good cause, as the Foundation held its second annual
Paradise Ball June 25, this year to benefit the hospital’s emergency room expansion.
“Our emergency room serves as the safety net for
our community,” said Alice Cheng, Beverly Hospital
president and chief executive officer. “Thousands of
our local residents rely on our emergency room and
sometimes it›s a matter of life or death.”
With ABC Eyewitness News reporter Sid Garcia serving as master of ceremonies, the Majestic
Ballroom of the Industry Hills Pacific Palms Resort
became an island paradise, making it the perfect setting for an evening of dining and entertainment,
with steel drum and calypso music, and Polynesian dancers.
A highlight of the evening was the recognition of Beverly Hospital›s current and former chiefs of
staff. Doctors Krishna Narayanan, Gautam Ganguly, Mohammad Chaudhry, Aziz Khan, Mark Odou,
William Hung, Mahmood Zia (deceased), Kamalakar Rambhatla, K. Lawrence Cohen and Paul Helfgott were all honored as shared recipients of this year’s George R. Hensel Award for their service and
dedication to the hospital and the community.
“All of our 300-plus doctors are exceptional caregivers,” said Cheng. “Leading these physicians is
the chief of staff. Doctors whose outstanding leadership, passion and selfless dedication to our patients
has been passed from one generation to another for 67 years.”
The emergency room upgrade is but one phase of a multimillion dollar modernization and expansion
project which also includes the reopening of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.
Beverly Hospital Foundation Board
of Trustees chair Go Gabriel presented
Cheng with a check in the amount of
$525,000, representing proceeds from
the Foundation›s fundraising efforts over
the past year and a half.
“The evening was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our physicians,
staff, volunteers and supporters who
have helped Beverly Hospital evolve
into a modern and advanced provider of
high quality care,” said Les Fujimoto,
Foundation vice president of development and community relations.
Beverly Hospital, a provider of awardwinning and nationally recognized health
care, is proud to celebrate 67 years of
service to Montebello and the surrounding communities as an independent and
nonprofit facility.

Post Breakfast
Sunday, August 28
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Montebello
American Legion
Post 272
616 West Cleveland Avenue
Montebello
(323) 721-4878

Donation $8.00
Eggs, Bacon, Potatoes, Beans
Menudo and Tortillas
Coffee, Juice
All proceeds support our
Veteran programs.
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Lessons in Leadership: City of Pico Rivera
and Mesrobian High School Students Embark
QP4GCN9QTNF6TCHſE4GNCVGF2TQLGEV

The Shops at Montebello Award
Up to $12,000 in Scholarships
for Higher Education
The Shops at Montebello presented up to $12,000 in college scholarships, as part of
the center’s scholarship program, which is meant to recognize outstanding graduating
seniors from the Montebello Unified School District as they continue their education.
Four students from each school were selected to receive a $1,000 scholarship each.
“The pursuit of higher education and career aspirations for today’s youth is an initiative that is important to The Shops at Montebello,” said Marida Petitjean, director
of marketing and business development at The Shops at Montebello. “We’re proud
to be able to assist in making attending college a reality.”
The Shops at Montebello’s Scholarship Awards recognizes local seniors in their
pursuit of continuing their education at a four-year college. The scholarship program
was created in 1985, when the center opened, as a way to assist local students in
recognizing their educational goals and to provide initial monetary support to achieve
those goals.
This year, candidates were evaluated on criteria including a combination of outstanding academic accomplishments, participation in school activities and clubs and
community volunteer work. They must also possess a financial need, and demonstrate
a commitment to continuing their education at a four-year college by submitting an
essay detailing why it is important to further their educational path after high school.
In addition to the completed application form, applicants must meet the following
requirements:
Be a graduating senior from Montebello High School, Schurr High School or Bell
Gardens High School, continuing on with their education at a four-year college,
Submit two letters of recommendation
Submit a copy of their current school transcript
Submit the completed application to their high school counselor
Scholarship funds will be awarded upon official verification of enrollment in a postsecondary educational program. The verification should be brought to The Shops at
Montebello Management Office, as they will handle the distribution of funds. For
questions about the program, call (323) 722-1776.
Visit The Shops at Montebello on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram at www.facebook.
com/shopsatmontebello, www.twitter.com/shopsmontebello or www.instagram.com/
shopsmontebello to stay up-to-date on the latest events, trends and news.
The scholarship recipients are:
Bell Gardens High School
Melissa Cortez, Stephanie Peraza-Romer, Arturo Samaniego, Alejandra Uribe
Montebello High School
Heydy Arias, Mariam Germanyan, Kimberly Melendez, Berenice Velazquez
Schurr High School
Diane Blackwood, Irene Chen, Jaimie Hsu, Danielle Schaeffer

Follow our blog
on Facebook

George B. Pacheco and Gia L. Pacheco, Attorneys at Law
Family Law
Business
Real Estate
Wills & Trusts
Civil
Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Bankruptcy
Landlord/Tenant
Criminal/DUI

(323) 726-1082
1453 West Beverly Boulevard
Montebello, California 90640

Hablamos Español
www.gbp4law.com
E-mail: general@gbp4law.com

City of Pico Rivera Mayor Pro
Tem Bob Archuleta met earlyer
this month with the Mesrobian
Associated Student Body (ASB)
Council and Principal David
Ghoogasian to discuss civic leadership and a proposal the ASB
has to address concerns with the
flow of traffic in the vicinity of
the school.
Members of the Mesrobian
High School Student Council
Cabinet are taking a leadership position to suggest improvements in the flow of traffic at a busy intersection near the Mesrobian School Grounds. Mr. Archuleta, who
along with other members of the Pico Rivera City Council is always there for the
school, was most willing and enthusiastic to help guide students through the process.
“Don’t wait too long to get involved,” said Councilmember Archuleta, who encouraged the students to work on creating a solution to the issue. “That’s why you
all are here in your Student Council. It takes everybody.”
Many community members express how challenging it can be to navigate the Pine
Street/Beverly Boulevard intersection. The ASB students believe we can help make
a major improvement in the safety of the intersection for students, parents, and Pico
Rivera residents alike.
In their discussion, Councilmember Archuleta underscored that Mesrobian School
and the Armenian community of Pico Rivera add to the diverse vibrancy of the
city. “When you have this beautiful school, Mesrobian, in Pico Rivera, it raises the
stature of the entire city,” explained Councilmember Archuleta. “I get to tell folks
Pico Rivera has an Armenian high school, an Armenian middle school, an Armenian
grammar school, and an Armenian preschool,” he added smiling.
In addition to his work in the City of Pico Rivera, Mr. Archuleta is a presidential
appointee of President Barack Obama as a member on the Board of Visitors to the
United States Military Academy at West Point.
Mayor Pro Tem Archuleta has agreed to meet with the Public Works Director
and request a traffic control signal needs study of the intersection of Pine Street and
Beverly Boulevard. This type of study must be conducted in accordance with the
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, the state standard that governs the design and use of traffic control devices on all public roads in California.
Armenian Mesrobian School, established in 1965, is fully accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges and has Ron and Goharik Gabriel Preschool
(which serves students 2-5 years old), elementary, middle school and a college preparatory high school on the same campus. A major convenience for parents who
may have children at multiple ages, Mesrobian offers a unique perspective and opportunity for students, teachers, and parents to grow together, and for students to get
the attention and nurturing they need to be successful in school and in life. The high
school curriculum is certified to the University of California. Mesrobian’s Alumni
Network and Mentorship Program connects students with five decades of alumni who
have distinguished themselves in fields as diverse as education, science, business,
medicine, music, law, dentistry, chiropractic, politics, art, marketing, engineering,
veterinary medicine, and psychology.
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