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By Chairman Armando Arenas
Summer is upon us and June marks the mid-year. Time for
graduations, summer vacations and don’t forget about Dad.
At the Chamber, June marks the end of our fiscal year and
what a year it has been!
On April 25th, the Chamber hosted its first “Top of the
Town” event at the beautiful Quiet Cannon event center. It
was a great opportunity for our members to meet our newlyelected Montebello City Council and recognize some of the
city’s businesses as top sales tax generators. Mayor Jack
Hadjinian, Mayor Pro Tem Salvador Melendez, Councilmembers Angie Jimenez and David Torres were all present.
Councilwoman Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne could not be present due to a prior
commitment, but sent her best regards. Cristina Garcia, California Assemblywoman
58th district, was also in attendance and gave an update on the latest legislative efforts
in Sacramento that affect our district. Our very own board member Denise Campos
of SoCalGas, gave a presentation on the gas company’s latest efforts to protect our
environment.
Prior to the beginning of the official program, the social hour was alive with
introductions and plenty of conversations as all in attendance took advantage of the
opportunity to meet and speak with our elected officials. Thank you to all our generous
sponsors. Look for Top of Town 2020. It’s sure to be another great event!
May the fourth be with you! Our annual Community Expo at the Shops of Montebello
on May 4th with a “space movies” theme was a huge success. Our merchants set up
shop with exhibitor tables in Center Court to promote their services and products.We
even had students from Don Bosco Tech High School and Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal as exhibitors promoting their excellent learning institutions.
Miraculous Medal’s student mariachi band was a real showstopper with an excellent performance of some mariachi classics! Plenty of mall visitors stopped by the
exhibitor tables to get information and enter the raffle opportunities offered by many
of our merchants. It’s a fantastic way to add to your customer base. Also, I would
like to thank board member Greg Millsap and his very friendly staff at The Shops
of Montebello for helping coordinate this huge event. As always, we appreciate all
our sponsors.
Finally, on June 27th, the Chamber will host its 107th Annual Installation Dinner
and Shining Star awards. It will be the last event of our fiscal year. We look forward
to seeing all our friends and supporters from throughout the year. Don’t miss it, it’s
sure to be the talk of the town!
As you can see, we have been busy planning, promoting, introducing and hosting
events for the success of our community. It’s a lot of work but we believe in our
mission. Our Chamber staff, Ambassadors and Board of Directors are committed to
our members and the city of Montebello. Hope to see you soon!
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Ray Orthodontics
Sponsors Braces
for Two Local Teens
Two fortunate teenagers recently received complimentary braces from Dr. Ray Arjang of Ray Orthodontics
of Montebello. Dr. Arjang, who opened his orthodontic
practice last year, has been eager to contribute to the
local community. He reached out to local schools and
community organizations to find young people who
needed braces but whose families were unable to afford
orthodontic care.
After interviewing several candidates, Sandro, a student from Our Lady of Miraculous Medal, and Gabriela,
a member of the Boys and Girls Club, were chosen to
receive braces sponsored by Dr. Arjang.
“I’m planning on doing this more often with other
schools and organizations, and making it a yearly tradition,” said Dr. Arjang.
Dr. Ray Arjang is a graduate of USC’s School of
Dentistry. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Biology
from UCLA, and did his residency in Orthodontics and
Dentofacial Orthopedics at the University of Pittsburgh.
Dr. Ray has treated thousands of children, teens, and
adults with Invisalign, clear ceramic braces, as well as
traditional metal braces. His patients have affectionately
nicknamed him “Dr. Ray.”
Ray Orthodontics of Montebello is located at 415 W
Beverly Blvd., Suite B., in Montebello, (323) 597-1712,
drrayortho.com

2018: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
2017: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
Award 2016: 5 Stars and beyond on all Quality Measures
Award 2014: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2013: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2010: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2009: Excellence in Diabetes Care

Right: Dr. Ray Arjang with Gabriela and Sandro.
It’s all smiles as the teens’ braces were donated
by the Montebello orthodontist.

Follow us on Instagram:
@montebellochamber1912

COMING EVENTS
june

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

june

chamber connections open house
rsvp (323) 721-1153

june

Morning mingle
@ embassy suites - downey
RSVP (323) 721-1153

june

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

june

107th installation dinner
@ quiet cannon
tickets/sponsorship (323) 721-1153

july

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369

july

chamber office closed
happy fourth of july!

july

ad deadline for June-JULY spotlight
reserve space: (323) 721-1153
advertising@monTEbellochamber.org

july

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 850-7369
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for more events, see
montebellochamber.org
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Montebello Mingles with 17 Chambers at SGV After Dark

Multi-chamber networking rose to a whole new level
last month with SGV After Dark, bringing together the
members and staff of 18 local chambers of commerce
for an evening mixer at the luxurious Noor event venue
in Pasadena. Over 200 business representatives gathered
on May 16th from San Gabriel Valley cities including:
Montebello, Pasadena, Rosemead, Whittier, Alhambra,

Arcadia, El Monte, Temple City, San Gabriel, Monrovia, Pomona, Glendale and more.
Mingling warmed up quickly after guests were greeted
with wine and sangria, and invited to choose from four
signature cocktails. Accompanying the drinks were
appetizers and corn tamales topped with sweet mole.
Ambient music and the awarding of raffle prizes pro-

vided by the various chambers of commerce rounded
out the entertainment of the evening, and Montebello’s
own Always Special Perfumes & Gifts enticed attendees
with a vibrant display of gift items and accessories.
(Always Special Perfumes and Gifts is located at 1611
W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640, (323) 5300499, alwaysspecialgifts.com.)

Montebello Soroptimist Distinguished
at Camino Real Regional Conference
Montebello Soroptimist was honored to receive numerous awards at this
year’s 2019 Soroptimist International Camino Real Region Spring Conference. This is the first time that Montebello Soroptimist has received several
of the top awards including the Governor’s Club Award in three categories.
Soroptimist clubs from more than 21 cities participate in this annual regional conference from Santa Barbara and Manhattan Beach to Downey and
South Pasadena. At the conference, Soroptimist club members celebrate each
other’s accomplishments, recognize individual achievements and reinforce
their mission goals.
Soroptimist International is a volunteer service organization for women
in business, management and the professions. The international women’s
organization works to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world.
Almost 95,000 Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories contribute
time and financial support to community-based and international projects
that benefit women and girls.
For more information, check out the club’s website at soroptimistmontebello.org.
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Multi-Chamber Networking

The Montebello Chamber of Commerce has partnered up with Commerce Industrial Council for a series of monthly mixers. Dubbed the 323 Chamber Interchange, the collaboration
allows members to network beyond city lines as events include at least the two collaborating
chambers and often additional guest chambers. The events are free for members of the participating chambers. For more information about upcoming events, check our online calendar
at montebellochamber.org/events.

Moonlight Mingle at DoubleTree Commerce

The April installment of the 323 Chamber Interchange event schedule was held after-hours
in the lush courtyard of the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Commerce near the Citadel Outlets. Members and staff of the Montebello Chamber of Commerce and Commerce Industrial
Council mingled over cocktails while a live jazz band entertained with atmospheric music.
Attendees were greeted with berry-garnished glasses of champagne and a hot appetizer buffet
hosted by the hotel, while a full no-host bar was on-hand to prepare everyone’s favorite drinks. The sociable atmosphere made networking fun and easy, bringing together
old friends and new acquaintances. The evening ended on a high note with raffle prizes and more music as guests lingered under swaying palm trees.

Morning Mingle at DoubleTree Rosemead

With a new executive chef at its helm, the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Rosemead laid
out a particularly impressive and colorful breakfast buffet for the Morning Mingle on May
8th. In addition to a delicous egg scramble
with finely minced vegetables, attendees
were also treated to Mexican favorites such
as chilaquiles, Chile Colorado and a platter
of pastel-colored conchas.
The event brought together the members,
staff and guests of four chambers of commerce--Montebello, Commerce, Rosemead
and Downey—for a morning of networking.
Also in the mix was Field Deputy Hoang
Nguyen from Supervisor Hilda Solis’ office who shared news of an upcoming Small Business Expo organized by Solis.
Guests networked briskly in the spacious banquet room, and several lucky winners walked away with a variety of prizes
including some great gifts just in time for Mother’s Day.

800-810-0272

1460 S. Greenwood Ave. Montebello CA 90640

Call for Pricing and Tasting Information

WE OFFER CATERING
FOR ANY OCCASION
WEDDINGS • QUINCEAÑERAS
CORPORATE EVENTS • BANQUETS
ANNIVERSARIES • CHARITIES / FUNDRAISERS
HOLIDAY PARTIES • BIRTHDAY / GRADUATION

ITALIAN • CHINESE • AMERICAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN
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WElcome, new members

AOE Barbershop LLC
1008 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 314-1442
Facebook: @Aoe.barbershop

ARTSTUDIO.LA
1800 W. Beverly Blvd. Suite 102
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 470-5436
artstudio.la

BLVD Walk
114 N. 6th Street
Montebello, CA 90640
(562) 370-9500
blvdwalk.com

Hemp Legacy
11721 Whittier Blvd. #108
Whittier, CA 90601
(562) 396-4023
hemplegacy.store

La Paloma Grill
410 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 477-1700
Facebook: @VamosaPalomas

VIVEnow Foundation
116 E. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 400-5985
vivenowfoundation.org
Pretty Nail Lounge
500 W. Whittier Blvd. Suite A
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 888-1168
Facebook: @pretty.nail.lounge
La Bufadora Baja Grill
2809 Via Campo, #H
Montebello, CA 90640
Corporate: (951) 222-2290
labufadorabajagrill.com

Montebello Children’s Dentistry
235 E. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 597-1195
montebellochildrensdentistry.com

Rios Eubanks, APC
516 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 530-0560
rioseubanks.com

Stella Health Insurance Agency
2210 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(855) 866-8089
stellainsurance.com

Scleroderma Foundation,
Southern California Chapter
8929 S. Sepulveda Blvd. Suite 412
Los Angeles, CA 90045
(424) 227-6475
scleroderma.org/socal
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Angry Horse Brewing Ribbon Cutting
On April 5th, just as Angry Horse Brewing’s taproom rounded its second year in business in Downtown Montebello, Chamber members and dignitaries helped to celebrate their two-year anniversary as
well as to conduct a belated ribbon cutting ceremony.
Since opening their taproom, the brewery’s owners and staff have been keeping very busy with a
variety of special events both at their place of business as well as outside in the community, at fundraising events and at beer festivals. Last year, Angry Horse initiated and spearheaded the organization
of the first Montebello Family Festival which closed down a portion of Whittier Blvd. for an evening
of food, music, and family entertainment in Downtown Montebello. All these activities as well as the
growing popularity of their brand and the introduction of their canned product line have delayed the
ribbon cutting event.

The event was well-attended by most of the Montebello City Council as well as Chamber members.
Mayor Jack Hadjinian, Mayor Pro-Tem Salvador Melendez, and fellow councilmembers Kimberly Ann
Cobos-Cawthorne and Angie Jimenez were all in attendance to present the brewery with a congratulatory proclamation. The company’s three owners, President
Nathan McCusker, Vice President James McCusker and
Director of Brewing Operations Nate Sewell, as well as
Ivonna Maziuk, Director of Operations, also graciously
received certificates from Griselda Ortiz representing
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez’s office, Raquel Ramirez
representing Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia’s office, and
from President/CEO Ani Minasian on behalf of the Montebello Chamber of Commerce.
In addition to the ribbon cutting ceremony and a refreshing and healthy lunch hosted by the brewery, the guests and
hosts alike were delighted when Pauline
Palomino, owner of April’s Cakes in
Montebello, personally delivered her
surprise gift, a custom beer mug-shaped
cake featuring an Angry Horse Brewing beer can suspended over the cake’s
frothy frosting.
Angry Horse Brewing is located at 603
W. Whittier Blvd. in Montebello, (323)
530-0015, angryhorsebrewing.com.
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‘Top of
the Town’
Gathers
Civic and
Business
Leaders
On Thursday, April 25, leaders in local government and business gathered at
the Quiet Cannon Event and Conference
Center for the Montebello Chamber’s
first-ever “Top of the Town” event.
An initiative of the Montebello Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee,
the evening allowed chamber members
to get acquainted with the city’s new city
councilmembers and heads of city departments as well as to acknowledge the top
sales tax revenue-producing companies
in Montebello.
The invitation-only event was attended
by Mayor Jack Hadjinian, Mayor ProTem Salvador Melendez, Councilmembers David Torres and Angie Jimenez,
Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia (58th
District), Montebello Police Chief Brad
Keller, Montebello Fire Chief Fernando
Pelaez, new acting City Manager Paul
Talbot, and new Finance Administrator
Robert Mescher.
Chamber members mingled with civic
leaders and each other over champagne
and hot appetizers.
The top companies being honored
were Allied Building Products, Best Buy,
Chevrolet of Montebello, Ford of Montebello, HD Supply, Inland Kenworth,
JCPenney at The Shops of Montebello,
L.A. Auto Exchange, Landsberg Orora,
and Ross Dress for Less.
The attending honorees were presented
with proclamations and certificates from
the City of Montebello, Assemblywoman
Cristina Garcia and the Montebello
Chamber of Commerce.
The chief sponsors whose support
made “Top of the Town” possible were
The Shops at Montebello (Presenting
Sponsor), Southern California Gas Company (Presenting Sponsor), and California Water Service (Platinum Sponsor).

Join the
Montebello
Chamber of
Commerce!

(323) 721-1153
montebellochamber.org
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Stella Health Insurance Agency Ribbon Cutting
On Thursday, May 9, 2019, Montebello Chamber members gathered with
the friends and family of the owners of
Stella Health Insurance Agency to celebrate the ribbon cutting for their second
location and first offices in Montebello.

Armando Arenas, Board Chairman
of the Montebello Chamber, welcomed
guests and introduced Mayor Pro-Tem
Salvador Melendez who presented the
company’s owners, Erick and Judy
Stella, with a proclamation from the City
of Montebello.
Field representatives Raquel Ramirez
from Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia’s
office and Daniel Andalon from Senator
Bob Archuleta’s office also presented
certificates marking the momentous

occasion.
Armando Arenas presented a certificate from Congressman Linda Sanchez
in her absence, as well as one from the
Montebello Chamber of Commerce.
Stella Health Insurance Agency’s owners began their Chamber membership
in the true spirit of mutual support and
community by reaching out to local businesses to help them prepare for the event.
Guests were treated to a fresh Mexican
buffet and aguas frescas catered by Tacos
Don Chente of Montebello, and
luscious cupcakes from their
neighbor, Amy’s Pastry. Beautiful flowers from M’s Flowers
decorated the office where at-

tendees benefited from networking with
dignitaries and fellow chamber members.
Stella Health Insurance Agency is an
independent insurance agency focusing
on providing clients with a personal
approach to health care choices. They
provide an array of low-income assistance and are regarded as a resource by
physician offices, medical groups and
community liaisons throughout Southern
California for health care education and
plan enrollment.
Stella Health Insurance Agency is
located at 2210 W. Beverly Blvd. in
Montebello, (855) 866-8089, stellainsurance.com.

Swimmer’s ear can lead
to temporary hearing loss
by Joy Victory
Swimmer’s ear is an infection of the skin of the ear canal, and it can be
excruciatingly painful.

A very common problem

Swimmer’s ear, also known as otitis externa, affects millions of people
every year. The numbers rise in the summer, with nearly half of cases occurring between June and August. Though mostly associated with children—as
they are more susceptible due to narrower ear canals—swimmer’s ear can
affect people of any age. It also occurs five times more often in swimmers
than in the general population.
“Water that stays in the ear after swimming or even showering, if you
don’t get all of the moisture out and get it good and dry, then it can lead to
swimmer’s ear.”
“Bacteria proliferate in a warm, moist environment,” said Bridget Redlich,
infection preventionist at Lake Charles Memorial Health System in Louisiana. “Water that stays in the ear after swimming or even showering, if you
don’t get all of the moisture out and get it good and dry, then it can lead to
swimmer’s ear.”

Symptoms of swimmer’s ear

A full or clogged feeling in the ear that may cause sound to be muffled is
often the first telltale sign of swimmer’s ear. If untreated at that point, what
follows is intense pain, swelling and sometimes discharge.

Can swimmers ear cause permanent hearing loss?

Fortunately, symptoms of swimmer’s ear, including hearing loss, are
temporary and get better with treatment.

Can swimmer’s ear cause tinnitus?

Sometimes a ringing in the affected ear, known as tinnitus, can occur.
This, too, is usually temporary and gets better with treatment.

Treatment of swimmer’s ear

A healthcare professional can prescribe antibiotic drops; applied for seven
to 10 days, they usually take care of the problem. The pain that is a hallmark
of swimmer’s ear usually subsides after just a few days.

Keep the ears dry

For the infection to heal, doctors usually recommend no swimming for two
weeks. In addition to no swimming, during the course of treatment ears must
be kept dry during bathing or showering; earplugs or cotton with petroleum
jelly should be used to keep the moisture out of the ear area.
Reprinted with permission from www.healthyhearing.com. This article placement is sponsored by Virtue Hearing Aid Center located at 134 S. Montebello
Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 530-0223, virtuehearing.com.
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Salute to Public
Safety Luncheon
On May 1st, the Montebello Police Foundation organized a “Salute to Public Safety Luncheon” hosted
by Quiet Cannon Event & Conference Center and in
partnership with the Rotary Club of Montebello.
At the luncheon, Police Chief Brad Keller and Chris
Teague, owner of Chevrolet of Montebello and President of the foundation’s Board of Directors, acknowledged the impact which the foundation’s grants have
made on the Montebello Police Department.
One of the projects funded by the Montebello Police
Foundation (made possible by private donations) is the
provision of life-saving tourniquets which are now part
of every field officer’s toolkit.
At the event, Chief Keller recognized Officer Erik
Rodriguez with a Lifesaving Medal for saving a citizen’s
life after a traffic collision by applying a tourniquet to
the injured man’s leg.
Detective Paul Antista, who has worked in the Detective Bureau for several years and has been the lead
on numerous major cases including homicides and
robberies, was also recognized as Officer of the Year.
Attendees were treated to appearances by the Montebello Police Department’s two new K-9 officers, Ace
and Barry, along with their handlers—another resource
made possible by private donors such as George B.
Pacheco of Law Offices of George B. Pacheco & Associates.
The foundation, the Montebello Police Department,
the award-winning officers, and the Rotary Club of
Montebello all received commendations presented by
representatives from Senator Bob Archuleta’s office and
Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia’s office.
The event was sponsored by: Gold Sponsor - Risher
Mortuary & Cremation Services; Silver Sponsor California Water Service; Bronze Sponsors - Seidner’s
Collision Centers and Athens Services; and Luncheon
Sponsors - Armenian Cultural Foundation, Pacific
Premier Bank, SA Recycling, Montebello Tire Pros,
and NASA Services.
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City of Montebello News
New Battalion Chiefs Join MFD

City Holds Earth Day Cleanup
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
In celebration of Earth Day, 40 volunteers spent part of their Easter weekend
picking up debris, sweeping, raking, and painting over graffiti in five of the City’s
parks - City Park, Chet Holifield, Henry Acuna, Grant Rea, and Reggie Rodriguez.
“We wanted to do our part and show our beautiful city some love by organizing a
community cleanup for Earth Day,” said Nadine Hernandez, Community Services
Coordinator.
Spearheaded by Montebello Recreation and Community Services staff and sponsored
by MCA Consultants (the City’s solid waste and recycling consultants), electronic
waste recycling held in the City Park parking lot collected old televisions, computers
and other items, while four locations around the City accepted bulky items for disposal.
As part of the City’s nonexclusive franchise agreement with the haulers and Section
8.12.100 of the City’s Municipal Code, “every solid waste hauler may be required on a
quarterly basis, at the request of the City, to perform one community service project.”
“This quarter, we asked eight of the haulers to provide a roll-off bin at each of
the collection points for bulky items,” said Jeff Camera, president of MCA Consultants. “The City will receive diversion credit for items that can be diverted, will
recycle what they can, and the rest the haulers will process at different locations.”
Staff from Public Works and Recreation and Community Services Departments
along with volunteers drove around the City picking up bulky items that had been
left in streets, sidewalks, alleys, and other locations.
“We almost filled up the dumpsters ourselves going back and forth!” said City
Council member Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne. “I would love to do this every
other month, if possible. It was great having the community come together for this!”
“If you have a bulky item, please don’t leave it on the curb. You can call Athens
Disposal at 626-336-6100 and arrange for pick up,” said David Sosnowski, Director
of Recreation and Community Services. “Anyone who sees illegally discarded items
anywhere in the community can also call Montebello Public Works for pick up.”
“I love to see our community come together to help beautify our city,” said Montebello Mayor Pro Tem Sal Melendez. “Earth Day should be every day and we must
assure that we all do our part in keeping our city safe and clean.”
“I want to thank all the volunteers that joined us today and worked together to
beautify our city,” said Sosnowski. “Everyone worked hard and did a great job.”
Thank you to Assembly member (District 58) Cristina Garcia’s Young Legislators
Program students, Boy Scouts PAC 476 and Troop 476, Montebello Fire Explorers,
Culture and Recreation Commissioners Henry Fimbres and Oliver Jimenez, Heart
of Compassion, MUSD Personnel Commissioner Yvette Fimbres, and Assistant City
Manager Danilo Batson.
In appreciation for a job well done, volunteers met back at City Park for pizza
and refreshments.
“I was proud to see residents and neighboring communities take ownership for the
cleanliness and rehabilitation of our parks and streets,” added City Council member
David Torres.

Lopez Promoted to Battalion Chief

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Alan Wilkes and Ryan
Webb, formerly of the
Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) and San
Bernardino County Fire
Department respectively,
have joined the Montebello
Fire Department (MFD)
as its two newest battalion
chiefs.
“We welcome Ryan and
Alan into the MFD family,” said Chief Fernando Pelaez. “They each bring their own unique expertise and
experience which will benefit our community. We wish them the best as they begin
their service with us and are excited to have them join the Department.”
“I knew from a young age that I wanted to be a firefighter and joined the Buena
Park Fire Explorers at the age of 14,” said Wilkes.
Following high school, Wilkes took college-level fire science and EMT courses, and
drove an ambulance until he was hired as an apprentice firefighter with Buena Park
in 1990. Promoted to firefighter in 1992, he remained with Buena Park until joining
the Orange County Fire Department (now known as OCFA) in 1994. Both agencies
afforded the opportunity for Wilkes to work in a variety of capacities including as a
paramedic, public education specialist, fire prevention inspector, arson investigator,
hazardous materials specialist, administrative captain, Urban Search and Rescue,
and fire explorer advisor.
“I have worked with a great cross-section of mentors and supervisors that I attribute
my success to,” he said.
Wilkes cites several incidents that have left lasting impressions on him.
“Signing a birth certificate after delivering a baby, holding a dying woman’s hand
as she asked me to pray with her, and having someone pray for me because ‘you
look like you could use a kind word,’” he said. “The biggest impact was a little girl
handing me an angel sticker so I had someone to watch over me and keep me safe.
I still have that sticker.”
As battalion chief, Wilkes’ duties will include command and control during emergency incidents.
“I also have administrative duties which include public information officer, budget,
personnel staffing, apparatus, and facilities,” he said.
Having worked for a department the size of Montebello, Wilkes likes “the small
town feeling where you know everyone and the fire department is part of the thread
of the community.”
“After a recent call, a resident waved saying ‘God Bless You’ to me with a smile
of respect and appreciation. You don’t get that experience in a big city,” he said.
In his free time, Wilkes enjoys riding motorcycles and playing drums in three
Scottish bagpipe bands.
“I am proud to work for the City of Montebello and even prouder to be a Montebello
firefighter,” he added. “I am committed to the betterment of our community and to
the personnel I have the privilege to lead each day.”
Ryan Webb had planned to go to culinary school after graduating high school.
“My father passed away two months before graduation. During his illness, we
called 911 and the firefighters treated my hero with such dignity and compassion
in a time where we felt utterly helpless,” he said. “Once he passed away, I began
exploring the fire service and decided I wanted to give back to other families what
they had given mine.”
After completing the fire academy at Crafton Hills College, Webb was hired as
a firefighter/paramedic with the City of Upland where he rose through the ranks
becoming an engineer and then captain.
“I taught various fire-related subjects and founded a committee responsible for
updating the policies and procedures for the Department,” Webb said.
He was a member of the EMS committee and the bike medic program, wrote
paramedic assessment tests, did contract negotiations with the City, and served as
fire union president. He received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Fire Service
Management from Southern Illinois University.
In 2017, the Upland Fire Department was annexed into the San Bernardino County
Fire Protection District, where Webb remained until joining the MFD last month.
What encouraged him to come to Montebello was “a community that valued its fire
department, and a very trusted leader in Chief Pelaez.”
Webb believes his most important duty as a battalion chief is to support the men
and women of the MFD in pursuit of first-class service to the community. His main
area of responsibility is to oversee the Department’s training program.
“Among other duties, I am responsible for the training of new firefighters and
preparing personnel for promotional exams,” he said.
He will also represent the MFD in Area E and Area C training committees.
“There are countless situations that have left lasting impressions on me and I carry
a piece of each with me,” said Webb. “I have witnessed the absolute worst in humanity, but also heroic and selfless actions taken by total strangers.”
Married with two young sons, Webb enjoys camping and spending time outdoors.
He loves to cook, read, and has begun work on his Master’s Degree.
“Since coming to MFD and getting to know the Department and the community,
Montebello truly feels like home,” he said. “I want to thank the Department for allowing me to be a part of this great organization.”

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Congratulations to Conrad “Rocky” Lopez on his recent
promotion to battalion chief.
As a firefighter/paramedic, Lopez joined the Montebello
Fire Department in 1987.
He rose through the ranks and, as a captain, served as
paramedic coordinator. As battalion chief, he will provide
training and serve as emergency medical services chief.
His duties will include various administrative tasks, fire
ground emergency operations, fire crew management, and
overseeing day-to-day department operations.
“I enjoyed helping people and was attracted to this type
of work,” said Lopez, when asked why he became a firefighter.
While he cited serving the community and the lasting relationships he has made
while doing so as the best part of his job, Lopez says witnessing the tragedy that
sometimes comes with the territory has been the most difficult.
“As battalion chief, I look forward to continuing to serve this great community,”
he added.
“We congratulate Rocky on this well-deserved promotion and wish him the best,”
said Chief Fernando Pelaez.
— Paid for by the City of Montebello —
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City Holds Fourth Annual
Easter EGGstravaganza

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Montebello residents enjoyed a
fun Easter-themed event at the City’s
ballfield when Montebello’s Recreation and Community Services Department presented the fourth annual
Easter EGGstravaganza on April 13.
Over 800 adults and children enjoyed Easter egg hunts, live music
by The Swinging Eight Balls, a performance by the Montebello Cheer
group, food trucks, jumpers, games,
informational booths, and of course,
pictures with the Easter bunny.
“Events like this are exactly what
we need in the community. It’s great
to see families come out and have
some fun,” said Mayor Pro Tem Sal
Melendez. “l appreciate all of the
hard work that our staff put into this event.”
“I am happy to see community members of all ages participating in this wonderful event.” said Montebello City
Council member Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne. “Doing the Easter egg hunt countdown was so much fun.”
Children of all ages scrambled to fill their baskets with the almost 2,000 brightly colored plastic Easter eggs
scattered on the lawn while on the lookout for the five golden eggs that held a special surprise.
“The five participants that found the golden eggs each won an Easter basket,” said Community Services Coordinator Jacob Castillo.
“We’ve come every year,” said one parent. “My kids really enjoy this event.”
“The love our Recreation and Community Services Department staff pours into this event for our community is
evident in the joyful faces of the children who participated,” said Montebello City Council member Angie Jimenez.
“Easter is a time of renewal, hope and new life. Being part of an event like this gives me hope that our city will
continue to flourish just as most things do during this season.”
A special thank you to City Commissioners Oliver Jimenez, Byron Jackson, and Henry Fimbres for sponsoring
the event, and to Youth Commissioners Nevart Mooradian, Ani Ouzounian, and Leslie Membreno for volunteering their time.
“We have a great turnout here today,” said Director of Recreation & Community Services David Sosnowski.
“I’m glad to see everyone enjoying themselves.”

Prom Held for City’s Senior Citizens
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Congratulations to Adolfo Espinoza and Yolie Bustos, named this year’s king and queen respectively,
when the Montebello Recreation and Community
Services Department along with students from the
Applied Technology Center (ATC), hosted its fifth
annual Senior Citizen Prom April 17 at the City’s
Senior Center.
Dressed in festive attire, 71 seniors spent an afternoon reliving fond memories of their own proms
while creating new memories and enjoying lunch
and dancing to the live music of Maiko and Friends.
This year’s theme, Los Colores de Mexico, was
selected by the ATC students who also selected the
menu, prepared and served lunch, and made the
centerpieces.
“It was heartwarming for the ATC students to take
time out of their spring break to host the Senior Citizen Prom,” said Montebello Councilwoman Angie
Jimenez. “They cooked a delicious lunch, decorated,
and danced the whole afternoon with the happiest
residents I’ve yet seen in our city.”
“I want to thank the amazing Senior Center staff,
under the leadership of Community Services Coordinator Crystal Jaimez, for putting this prom together
for our senior citizens,” said Montebello Culture and Recreation Commissioner Oliver Jimenez. “I also want to
thank the ATC students for doing an outstanding job. Councilwoman Jimenez and I had a wonderful time.”
“Today’s event brought back special memories of my own prom so many years ago,” said one senior. “Thank
you to everyone who made this event happen.”
Thank you to sponsors Natalie Natividad, Remita Health, and Alignment Healthcare, and to Ana Cabral from
ATC staff, who assisted the students.
“I would like to thank everyone for being part of this fantastic event. Our seniors were very appreciative and
went home with great memories,” said Jaimez. “The attentiveness of the students was excellent!! I received so
many compliments and appreciation from seniors as they left the event.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

MFD Welcomes
New Engineers

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Congratulations to Michael Giron, Marco Penuelas,
Matthew Beveridge, Carlos Garcia, and Todd Mitsuchi
on their promotion to the rank of engineer.
“We wish each of our newly-promoted engineers the
best as they begin the next stage of their career with
the Montebello Fire Department,” said Chief Fernando
Pelaez.
“At an early age, I decided I wanted to follow in my
father’s footsteps. He was a Montebello firefighter for
32 years,” said Michael Giron. “This profession is not
your average job and every day is different.”
Giron joined the Montebello Fire Department as a
firefighter in 2001.
Over the years he has had the opportunity to mentor
young adults in the Department’s Explorer program.
“Being able to see these young people develop and
eventually move on in life and become successful,
whether or not they become firefighters, is very rewarding,” he said.
Marco Penuelas became an Explorer at age 17 and
“fell in love with the fire service.”
“My passion has always been to be of service to
anyone that needed help,” he said. “I found that the
fire service allows me not only to serve others, but to
be part of a family while doing so.”
Hired as a firefighter/paramedic by the MFD in 2014,
Penuelas says being the Explorer advisor reminds him
every day of how lucky he is to be a firefighter.
“Teaching young adults who are excited and motivated to volunteer their time at the fire station to learn
brings me joy,” he said.
Inspired while growing up in his father’s fire station,
Matt Beveridge decided to become a firefighter as well,
joining the MFD in 2012 as a firefighter/paramedic.
“The most rewarding aspect of the job for me is when
something I did truly helped a person in need and affected that person in a positive way,” he said. “I look
forward to continuing to serve the City of Montebello.”
A paramedic/firefighter for the past 16 years, Carlos
Garcia joined the MFD in 2002.
“Becoming a firefighter enabled me to do the things
I enjoy most,” he said, “working in the field of emergency medicine, putting out fires in urban and wildland
settings, and working with tools and rescue equipment.”
For Garcia, the most rewarding aspect of his career
has been the satisfaction of helping those that may have
nowhere else to turn.
“I’ve had people come up to me in public and express
their gratitude,” he said. “The most difficult aspect of
the job is dealing with loss of life or property despite
the Department’s best efforts.”
Most of the new engineers cited being away from
family for extended periods of time as another difficult
aspect of the job.
As engineers, each must be able to drive all fire apparatuses in a safe manner, transporting firefighters to
and from emergency calls; protect the scene from further
danger; assist in medical treatment; secure and provide
water to the crew at the end of hose lines; operate and
supervise on rescue operations including vertical ventilation, auto extraction, and water tower operations;
and be the first person on the roof of a structure fire as
a sounder. Engineers also operate fire pumps and the
main ladder, and perform fire station and apparatus care
and maintenance.
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SCAQMD Proposes Hike in City Park Welcomed as City’s
Police Officer
Sales Tax for Clean Air Projects Newest
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
To better inform residents about a sales
tax increase being proposed by the South
Coast Air Quality Management District
(SCAQMD), Montebello City Council
members Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne
and David Torres, along with Interim City
Manager Paul Talbot, held an informational
town hall meeting March 28 at the Senior
Citizen Center.
“The purpose of this town hall is to
inform the community of its alternatives
as the SCAQMD plans on putting a sales
tax increase on the November 2020 ballot
which, if passed by voters, would raise sales
tax rates in four counties—Los Angeles,
Riverside, San Bernardino and Orange,” said Cobos-Cawthorne.
Montebello currently has a sales tax rate of 9.5%. The maximum the state allows is
10.25%.
The SCAQMD is hoping to add another one-half cent tax to those cities that have not
reached the state limit, with proceeds going towards clean-air projects and to help the
SCAQMC meet federal environmental mandates. Some cities, that have not yet reached
the state maximum, are exploring the idea of their own sales tax increase to keep the extra
revenue in their city, rather than turning it over to the SCAQMD if voters approve the
measure.
“Should Montebello voters decide to raise the sales tax rate to the maximum the state
allows, we could generate approximately $9 million per year in revenue which can be used
to benefit our city,” said Cobos-Cawthorne. “Do we want to keep the tax dollars here or
give it over to SCAQMD?”
A vote on whether to raise the City sales tax could be put before Montebello voters as
early as March 2020.
As Montebello residents would likely vote on a city sales tax increase prior to the
SCAQMD’s proposed vote for November 2020, residents would make their decision before
voters in the four counties affected by the SCAQMD’s proposed tax hike cast their votes.
“Should Montebello voters approve the higher city sales tax, the burden of paying the
tax would be shared by everyone who shops in Montebello, and basic necessities like
groceries and pharmaceuticals, would not be affected,” said Torres. “The SCAQMD is
trying to pass its own sales tax which would take the money out of Montebello and put it
into the hands of a multi-county entity.”
“Voters in cities that have reached its sales tax maximum, but vote in favor of giving
sales tax dollars to the SCAQMD, would, if the measure passes, be placing the burden on
those cities that have not yet met their sales tax maximum,” said one resident. “Cities that
have met its sales tax maximum would not have to pay its equal share.”
If Montebello voters do approve a city sales tax hike, those in attendance had different
ideas on how the money could best be used.
“A lot of good ideas were brought up,” said Torres. “I am looking forward to future
discussions on this topic.”
“We will look into options to ensure the money is spent appropriately and not mismanaged,” said Cobos-Cawthorne.
“We are getting well ahead of this to make sure residents aren’t in the dark as to what
is going on in their city,” added Torres. “I want the community involved in deciding what
is best for all of us.”
“If we have to pay it either way, let’s keep it in our city rather than giving it over to the
SCAQMD,” added Montebello resident Henry Fimbres.

Former Montebello Unified School District Police
Officer David Park is now
Montebello’s newest officer, joining the Montebello
Police Department (MPD)
last month.
Born in Los Angeles and
raised in Garden Grove,
Park decided to become a
police officer out of a desire
to help people and serve in
a profession he finds both
challenging and rewarding.
“I enjoy working in the
field and in a profession that
brings new challenges every day,” said Park. “In college, I majored in liberal
studies as I also had aspirations to possibly teach one day. When an opportunity
to become a school police officer opened up, I was able to serve in a type of
dual role.”
Park served six years as a patrol officer and school resource officer for the
Montebello Unified School District.
“I have always made myself available to help and assist youth in any way I
can,” he said. “When the opportunity arose to become a municipal police officer,
I felt like I had come full circle into the position I have always dreamed about
and I thank God for the opportunity to serve the community of Montebello.”
As he begins his training, Park will be assigned to the Training Unit for a
two-week orientation where he will receive instruction on policy, range training,
first aid, less lethal weapons, and weaponless defense. During this time, he will
be issued equipment and given access to department computers and software.
“Officer Park will then be assigned to a training officer to begin the formal
field training program, which is divided into four phases, each phase lasting
between three and six weeks. Each phase must be successfully completed before
moving on to the next,” said Captain Luis Lopez. “Trainees are evaluated daily
by their training officers. An end-of-phase report is completed by supervisors
and submitted to police administration. During the final phase of training, if
determined competent to perform at a solo officer level, the training period is
complete.”
The officer is then placed on a patrol team and can patrol a beat by him or
herself.
“The men and women of the Montebello Police Department are true professionals and take pride in all their efforts to serve the community,” said Park. “I
am proud to serve alongside these great men and women. I want the community
to know I am grateful for this opportunity and will do the best I can so long as
God allows me to.”
Park would like to one day become a detective with the Department.
“We are excited to have Officer Park join the MPD family,” said Chief Brad
Keller. “We wish him the best.”
Fluent in Korean, Park is a graduate of the Fullerton College Police Academy
and holds a BA degree from Cal State Long Beach. In his free time, he enjoys
spending time with his family, the outdoors, and “discovering new places to eat.”
His hobbies include reading, and collecting small toy police and classic cars.

Tree Planting Program Comes
to an End for Current Fiscal Year
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
With the planting of 100 trees throughout Montebello, 85 going to residents and the balance to local parks,
the City successfully concluded its tree planting program for the current fiscal year.
“Even though the program has concluded, residents are still encouraged to contact the City should a tree,
sidewalk, or residential sewer line become an issue,” said Assistant Tree Maintenance Supervisor Mario Ortiz.
According to Ortiz, the City removes trees for many reasons.
“Sometimes a tree becomes diseased or develops a fungus,” he said. “The fungus is caused due to the drought
we’ve had the past several years. It can also be due to root pruning to repair sidewalks, curbs, and gutters which
also causes the fungus to develop.”
Trees sometimes become invasive to residential sewer lines or raise sidewalks creating a hazard for pedestrians.
In prior years, when the City removed a tree, a new one was not immediately planted in its place unless the
resident requested one by calling City Hall. Starting this year, the City will replace any parkway tree removed
as part of an annual tree planting program.
“Residents can request several types of trees that are not invasive to sidewalks or residential sewer lines,”
said Montebello Mayor Jack Hadjinian.
According to Ortiz, residents can select a crape myrtle, Chinese pistache, or ornamental pear tree.
“The resident is mailed a pamphlet with information on each type of tree, along with watering instructions,”
he said. “The contractor will water the newly-planted tree for the first 90 days. After 90 days, it becomes the
homeowner’s responsibility to water and care for the tree.”
“Trees are incredibly beneficial for the community,” said Montebello Councilwoman Kimberly Ann CobosCawthorne. “Not only aesthetically, but they also improve air quality.”
— Paid for by the City of Montebello —
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MYLC Presents Recognition
to Montebello Police Corporal
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Youth Leadership Club (MYLC) has awarded a New Generation
of Leadership Recognition to Montebello Police Corporal Scott Howard.
Each month, MYLC recognizes an outstanding individual who has made “an extraordinary mark in their community or school through service, leadership roles, and
involvement.”
“This month we recognized Corporal Scott
Howard for his dedication, work and service
to Montebello,” said
Oliver Jimenez, MYLC
president.
“We are very lucky
to have such a dedicated and passionate
individual in our community. Not only does
Corporal Howard work
hard on educating our
residents on public safety, he also brings the
community together.
Communities are built
and brought together by individuals with bold leadership, respect, and careness. That
is Scott Howard.”
“Receiving this recognition was truly overwhelming,” said Howard. “My position
with the Montebello Police Department is so rewarding and to be recognized by a
great local organization was a surprise. MYLC personifies community involvement
which makes this recognition even more significant and reaffirms my dedication to
serve this community as best as I possibly can.”
Established in 2013, MYLC is an organization “that inspires the youth to give back
to the community by getting involved in civic and government affairs.”
“My wife surprised me and showed up with our son which was amazing, along with
some other friends. It was a very special day,” said Howard. “MYLC has proven to
be dedicated to the betterment of Montebello. They set a great example about what
it means to be involved and contribute to your community.”
“I can’t thank Corporal Howard enough for everything that he does for our community. His hard work and dedication are like none other. We are very lucky to have
him on our team,” said Montebello Mayor Pro Tem Sal Melendez. “This recognition truly demonstrates the appreciation that the community has for Corporal Howard.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —
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Donate to Bring Christmas to Local Families at Quiet Cannon
On Tuesday, December 24, 2019 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00
p.m., Christmas at the Cannon will provide holiday meals to at least 4,000 less
fortunate members of our community and
toys will be gifted to every child.
The annual event, now in its 36th
year, is being hosted by Quiet Cannon
and non-profit organization Planet LifeForce, in collaboration with the YMCA,
Royal Paper Box, Montebello Police
Department and many more kind-hearted
organizations and individuals. Donations
are currently being sought to prepare for
the 2019 Christmas at the Cannon.
At this year’s event, families will enjoy

an upgraded brunch menu, a live band
and carolers, clowns, photo opportunities
with Santa Claus and surprise visitors
from the North Pole.
Following in the same successful pattern of previous years, families will be
provided warm, nutritious meals and
grocery gift cards, and children will be
provided with multiple Christmas gifts to
take home in the spirit of giving.
For many Montebello families, Christmas at the Cannon has become a treasured holiday tradition and highlight of
the season. Over the past 35 years an
estimated 100,000 families have benefitted from the good will and holiday cheer

found at Christmas at the Cannon.
“We’re looking forward to transforming the Quiet Cannon into a winter
wonderland for our 36th year and feeding
even more families in order to share the
spirit of Christmas with our friends and
neighbors,” said Brad Perrin of Quiet
Cannon.
Sean Shamim of Quiet Cannon also
commented stating, “This event would
not be possible without the support of
Brad Perrin, Bucky Dennis and the compassionate volunteers and donors. For the
last 35 years they have made Christmas
a wonderful and cheerful experience for
the community.”

Christmas at the Cannon is organized,
operated and funded solely by benevolent
volunteers and generous contributors.
PlanetLife is currently accepting donations to fund gift procurement, holiday
entertainment, and winter wonderland
elements that will bring holiday cheer
to Montebello.
Donations and contributions can be
made online at www.planetlifeforce.org.
100% of all donations directly support
the event. If you’d like to volunteer to
support the event and enrich the lives
of our community members during the
holiday season, please contact Kiersten
Lewis at kierstenlewis2@gmail.com

Barbara Risher Welch Honored at All Service Club Banquet
On March 27th, all the service clubs
in Montebello gathered for their annual
All Service Banquet to acknowledge
their accomplishments and to honor one
exemplary individual for their service
and dedication to the community and to
their respective club. Nominees were put
forth by the Rotary Club of Montebello,
Soroptimist International of Montebello,
and the Lions Club of Montebello.
This year’s event, which was held
at Quiet Cannon Event & Conference
Center, honored Barbara Risher Welch,
president and owner of Risher Mortuary
& Cremation Services in Montebello,
who has been a devoted member of the
Rotary Club since 1991.
Barbara Risher Welch has served as
President of the club in 1996-97 and was
the first woman to serve as President in
the history of the club since its charter

in 1924.
In addition to maintaining a perfect attendance record, she has actively served
in various board positions within her club
and on the district level. Among her roles
at the district level were Assistant Governor, District Community Service Chair,
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Chair
and committee member, District Governor Selection Committee for 3 years and
as Chair for 1 year, District Governor for
District 5300 in 2003-2004, and District
Membership Chair in 2010-2011.
Barbara brought the concept of the
Teen Leadership Camp to District 5300,
organizing the first TLC in 2000. She is
a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, a Rotary
Foundation Benefactor and Bequest Society member and began the Paul Harris
Society in District 5300 in 2004, and has
been a member since that time. She is a

PRLS (Potential Rotary Leader Seminar)
recipient and Rotarian of the Year for
3 years.
Barbara was the Rotary International
Membership Coordinator (RIMZC) for
Zone 24 from 2004-2006 and the Regional Rotary International Membership
Coordinator (RRIMC) for Zone 26 from
2007-2010, which includes annual training at Rotary International Headquarters
in Chicago.
She has served on the faculty for
the Governor Elect Training Seminar
(GETS) for Zones 25/26 from 2005
to 2009, a trainer for the 2006, 2009
and 2011 Southern California/Nevada
President Elect Training Seminar (PETS)
and on the PETS committee in 2005.
Barbara has been on the Zone 25/26
Institute committee for 5 years, serving
as the Proceedings Chair in 2010 which

posted all events on Facebook for the
first time ever.
She is the Vice Chair for the SIG
(Special Invited Guest) program for the
2011 Institute, and had the privilege of
being on the Advisory Board for RI Director, Ken Boyd. He selected Barbara
to Chair his Membership Committee for
Zones 25/26.
Barbara was elected by the 62 clubs in
her District to represent them on the Rotary International Director Nominating
Committee in 2009. She was a member
of the Host Organizing Committee for
the Rotary International convention in
Los Angeles.
While serving as District Governor
year, she led the first district-wide service project to Puerta Vallarta to deliver
containers of wheelchairs through the
Wheelchair Foundation.
Barbara has had the distinct honor
of representing: Rotary International
President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar at
the District 6600 Conference in Ohio; RI
President Wilf Wilkinson at the District
5830 Conference in Texas; RI President
John Kenny at the District 5080 Conference in Washington; and then returning
to District 6600 in Ohio to represent RI
President Ray Klinginsmith.
She also traveled throughout Zone 26
speaking at various engagements on Rotary membership. Barbara was elected to
represent her district at the 2013 Council
on Legislation in Chicago. Barbara has
attended 13 Rotary International Conventions.
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Community Expo
2019 Soars at The
Shops at Montebello
This year’s Community Expo, organized by the
Montebello Chamber of Commerce, rocked the Center
Court on May 4th inside The Shops at Montebello with
a lively afternoon event.
The event’s stage featured a full program of entertainment in the form of live performances by the Our Lady
of Miraculous Medal School mariachi band and dancers
from Montebello Performing Arts Center, as well as
the live creation of an original painting by a talented
student of ARTSTUDIO.LA.
Makeup artists from Smashbox Cosmetics dropped in
for a live makeup demonstration on the stage.
The theme of this year’s event was “May the Fourth
Be with You” because the event date coincided with a
popular fan movement. Exhibitors ranging from local
schools and nonprofit organizations to retail and service
businesses decorated their tables with items echoing
the theme.
The winner of the Best Themed Table was Our Lady
of Miraculous Medal School who will receive a free
digital ad on the chamber’s website for three months.
In keeping with the theme, children ages 3 through
12 received space-themed game cards and roamed the
exhibitors’ tables searching for numbered stars as part
of a Star Hunt game.
Once discovered, the exhibitors rewarded the players
with stickers, and their completely-covered cards were
turned in for goodie bags filled with toys and treats.
Gifts were not just for kids, as adults had the opportunity to benefit from freebies and raffles at various
exhibitor tables as well as from the Montebello Chamber’s table.
Raffle prizes donated by Chamber members were
raffled off to attendees. The prizes included gift cards
to local restaurants as well as Star Wars themed merchandise.
One exhibitor, Century 21 Realty Masters, raffled
off a big-screen Smart TV and attendees cheered as the
winner was contacted by phone over the event speakers.
The energy in the bustling Center Court continued to
build all afternoon, and from exhibitors to the youngest
shoppers, a great time was had by all! Check out our
website to stay informed about next year’s event.

Community Expo 2019 was
made possible by the generous
support of these sponsors:
Mission Control Level

Moonwalker Level
Athens Services
PIH Health
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Summer 2019 Programs at Montebello-Commerce YMCA
Montebello-Commerce YMCA has several summer
programs for local youth.
YMCA Summer Camp
YMCA’s overnight summer camp, Camp Round
Meadow in Big Bear, gathers youth ages eight through
seventeen during the week of July 13 to 20. Children
from all over our community learn at camp that kids
from other parts of town are more alike to one other
than they are different, all while also gaining independence, self-confidence, and character.
Camp activities includes canoeing, arts and crafts,
campfires, hikes, archery, zip line, and more. Campers
learn how to work together and appreciate nature in the
great outdoors. Financial assistance and payment plans
are available. Adult volunteers are also being recruited
to invest a week of their lives to make a difference in
the lives of youth (required training available).
The Southland’s Largest
FREE Swim Lesson Day
On Sunday, June 9th, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to
noon, the YMCA on Beverly Blvd. and 20th Street
will join 25 other YMCAs throughout the greater Los
Angeles area to offer FREE swim lessons for thousands

of children ages 3 to 12. The YCMA is America’s first
swim lesson provider offering swimming lessons since
1885. Learning to swim is not only great for selfconfidence and healthy living--it is a lifesaving skill.
Stop by the Y or call 323.887.YMCA (9622) to
enroll your child to get acclimated to the water before
summer. Financial assistance is available to enroll in
continuing swim lessons, so that none may be at risk for
not having the lifesaving skill of knowing how to swim.
Teens “Get Summer” for FREE at the Y Again
This summer will be the fourth consecutive year that
all 26 YMCAs throughout the Greater Los Angeles area
(including ours right here in Montebello) will open their
doors for FREE to middle school and high school age
teens in June and July through their “Get Summer”
initiative. In recent summers, hundreds of teens have
benefited from the YMCA’s amenities, programs and
services through this initiative. Please stop by the Y
to learn how you can benefit from this opportunity this
summer. Enrollment to open soon.
The Montebello-Commerce YMCA is located at
2000 W. Beverly Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 887-9622,
ymcala.org.
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St. Benedict’s ICF Fireworks Stand Open June 29 to July 4
St. Benedict’s Italian Catholic Federation and Knights of Columbus will
jointly operate a Fireworks Stand at 228
Beverly Blvd., east of Poplar Avenue,
adjacent to Beverly Car Wash, in the City
of Montebello.
The TNT Fireworks Stand will be open
from Saturday, June 29th to July 3rd,
from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and on
July 4th, from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
They will conduct a raffle for a Big

Bang Fireworks Assortment which has
a retail value of $810.00. The raffle will
be held on July 4th at 6:00 p.m. Tickets
are only $5 each. Winner need not be
present.
This year the groups are also preselling
fireworks at a great 20% discount. To
purchase presale $25 Vouchers
for $20 until June 28th, contact Frank Salomone at (323)
888-2074, Rene Mata at (323)

767-6093, or David Tarazon at (323)
428-8910.
The Italian Catholic Federation was established at St. Benedict Church in 1953.
You do not need to be Italian to join;
Catholics of all cultures are welcome.
They organize the Feast of St. Joseph’s

Table annually at St. Benedict Church.
St. Benedict’s Knights of Columbus
Council 3429 was organized at St. Benedict Church in 1951.
For any questions regarding the TNT
Fireworks Stand, please call Frank Salomone at (323) 888-2074.
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