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By Chairman Armando Arenas
As the chamber’s fiscal year comes to an end June 30th, it’s
time to look back and see how far we’ve come. The Montebello Chamber of Commerce originated in 1912 when a group
of 26 civic-minded citizens petitioned for incorporation.
The purpose of incorporation was to “foster and encourage commerce, to stimulate home manufacturers, to assist in
securing a market for our products, to induce immigration,
and the subdivision, settlement and cultivation of our lands; to
assist in the development of material resources of the region
and generally to promote business interests of Montebello,
California.”
Approval was granted December 18, 1912. Twelve years later, the Chamber of
Commerce held its first annual dinner at the Montebello Women’s Club on Park
Avenue in Montebello. This June 28, the chamber will hold its 94th Annual Dinner
and celebrate 106 years of existence.
First of all, I would like to thank our super hard-working staff: Ani Minasian,
Executive Director; Jacqueline Derimow, Director Events and Communications; and
Taline Sassounian, Administrative Assistant, for an excellent job with all our events
and for digging deep to keep the chamber running at full speed.
Next, a big thank you to our outstanding Board of Directors and Ambassadors
which generously give of their time and talent at all chamber functions. To all our
friends and sponsors throughout the year, I extend our most sincere gratitude for all
your support and confidence that the Montebello Chamber of Commerce is still a
worthwhile cause for business and industry.
Yes, it’s been a long road but, the values and efforts remain unchanged: civic-minded
individuals and organizations working together for the betterment of all. We will
always be faced with new challenges. However, a strong community can traverse any
road no matter how steep or how long, and experience many successes along the way.
All of us at the Montebello Chamber have a vision for a brighter future and are
eager to keep moving forward.
Thank you!

Follow us on Instagram: @montebellochamber1912

Free Lunch Program Offered at Armenian Mesrobian School
Armenian Mesrobian School announces its policy to serve nutritious meals
every school day under the National
School Lunch Program. Effective July 1,
2017 through June 30, 2018, children are

eligible for free or reduced-price meals
if the household income is less than or
equal to the federal guidelines.
Households that want to apply for meal
benefits, must fill out one application for

all children in the household and give
it to the nutrition office at Armenian
Mesrobian School, 8420 Beverly Road,
Pico Rivera, CA 90660. Contact Mrs.
Hermin Bilamejian at (562) 699-2057

for help filling out the application. The
school will let you know whether your
application is approved or denied for free
or reduced-price meals.
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Chamber Welcomes
Four New Directors

The Montebello Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome four highlyqualified individuals to its Board of Directors. They have filled seats which
opened up mid-fiscal year. We are looking forward to their contribution to the
organization and community!

Susan Ayala, Athens Services

Susan Ayala is Government Affairs Manager at
Athens Services which provides recycling and solid
waste services in the city of Montebello, where she
manages the contracts in Montebello, Bell Gardens,
South El Monte and Whittier. She resides in Whittier and also serves on the boards of the Chamber of
Commerce of Greater Whittier and the Boys and Girls
Club of Whittier. She is a member of Rotary Club of
Whittier and both the Whittier and South El Monte
clubs of Soroptimist International.
Susan is very excited to assist the community of
Montebello and other chamber board members with business networking
events and legislative advocacy. Susan wants to help businesses thrive in the
cities that she serves by helping them build relationships with other business
members or potential new clients, educating members on business matters,
and advocating on their behalf in the legislative space.
Susan is a proud mother of 2 daughters ages 28 and 26. On her free time,
Susan enjoys playing the violin, cooking, hiking and attending a Dodgers game.

Anthony Fabelo, Pacific Premier Bank

Anthony Fabelo serves as Vice President, Premier
Banking Manager for Pacific Premier Bank at the
Montebello Office. Mr. Fabelo has over 35 years’
experience in Commercial Banking. Anthony was
featured in INC magazine and American Banker magazine for having a unique banking relationship with the
SBDC (Small Business Development Center) in the
Inland Empire.
Fabelo has been a past president of the Rotary Club
in Moreno Valley, past president of the Moreno Valley
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fullerton, and served six years in the Army National
Guard. Fabelo has also served on committees with the Moreno Valley School
District, on the advisory board for the Black Chamber of Commerce, and on
the Board for the Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Anthony Fabelo earned his B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Phoenix. Married for over 32 years, Fabelo is the proud father of two
daughters, one of whom is working in the fashion industry, while the other is
attending veterinary school.

Veronica Ramirez, Beverly Hospital

Veronica Ramirez joins the Montebello Chamber’s
Board on behalf of Beverly Hospital, where she serves
as Director of Marketing and Community Outreach. In
her role, Ramirez oversees marketing efforts, internal
promotions and oversight of events in the community.
She is passionate about community health and seeks to
increase awareness, access, and overall health of all
those served by Beverly Hospital and its surrounding
community.
Ramirez holds a Master of Communications Management degree from USC and a Bachelor of Arts
in Literature with specialization in Chicano Studies and Spanish minor from
UCLA. She also holds a certificate in Public Relations from UCLA Extension.
In addition, Veronica is a certified Lactation Educator.
Veronica joined the Beverly Hospital family after working in the nutrition
program at the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health and the WIC,
MCH and Drug/Alcohol Prevention programs at Watts Healthcare Corporation. Along with her work at Beverly Hospital, Veronica has approximately
20 years in community relations.

Michele L. Robinson, Kaiser Permanente

Michele has been with Kaiser Permanente for 20
years, and is currently the Assistant Administrator,
Operations Support Services for Hospital Administration at Kaiser Permanente’s Baldwin Park Hospital.
Michele is skillful at building and maintaining collaborative relationships. She is also a strategic thinker
with strong organizational and leadership skills.
Michele’s goal is to obtain a senior leadership role as
a Chief Operations Officer within Kaiser Foundation
Hospital/Health Plan.
Michele L. Robinson graduated with a Bachelor’s of
Science Degree in Organization Leadership from Chapman University, and a
Master’s Degree in Health Law from Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois.
She has been married for 28 years, and has two daughters: one who is married
and living in Portland, Oregon, and another who is attending college.

Follow us on Facebook:
		 @montebello.chamber

Update on Montebello Hills
Housing Development
Sentinel Peak Resources, owner/operator of the Montebello Hills Oil Field, is well
underway with plans to develop a portion of the 488-acre site into a 1,200-home housing development and community park, with a majority of the property dedicated to a
conservation area for the preservation of the California Gnat Catcher and other native
species.
Currently, Sentinel Peak Resources is in the process of plugging and abandoning
oil wells before land grading can begin and then construction can commence. All oil
wells are being abandoned under oversight of the State’s Department of Oil Gas and
Geothermal Resources who are on-site monitoring each well’s progress.
The next step is to begin pulling necessary construction permits from the City. If all
goes as planned, construction of the development is anticipated to begin in fall 2019.
The developer will be Toll Brothers, a luxury housing developer from Pennsylvania,
who will construct multi-level structures in a variety of current styles featuring three
to four bedrooms, and three to four bathrooms.
Sentinel Peak Resources will maintain oil and gas wells on part of the property,
located to the east and west of the housing development. These operations will ensure
that employees maintain their well-paying oil and gas production jobs and can continue
to work in and invest in the City of Montebello and its surrounding businesses.
The project’s completion is highly anticipated by the community – preserving natural
space, providing local jobs and creating much needed housing in the City of Montebello.
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Starbucks Coffee Opens New Drive-Thru Location in Montebello
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce welcomed Starbucks Coffee into our membership and celebrated the grand opening and ribbon cutting of their newest and third
location in the City of Montebello located at the corner of Whittier and Garfield Ave.
The brand-new building features a full-service counter with interior seating in addition
to the convenience of drive-through service.
Chamber members were graciously welcomed by manager Rachel Gonzalez and her
friendly staff. Mayor Vanessa Delgado presented Ms. Gonzalez with a proclamation
from the City of Montebello, as did our Board Chairman Armando Arenas on behalf
of the entire chamber membership.
The new Starbucks is located at 2501 W. Whittier Blvd. in Montebello. For more
information on Starbucks Coffee or to see their menu, please visit their website at
www.starbucks.com.

Soroptimist International of
Montebello Hosts Business Mixer

On March 20th, Montebello Chamber member Soroptimist International of Montebello hosted an after-hours Business Mixer and Membership Drive at the Law
Offices of Claudia Perez. Amid candle-lit cocktail tables on the intimate patio behind
the law offices, Chamber members and guests mingled over appetizers and wine.
After a warm welcome from club President Corinne Medina, fellow Soroptimist
Anna LeNoue, who was recently elected Camino Real Region Governor for the
international organization, introduced and presented scholarships to the winners of
the club’s Live Your Dream Award.
The Soroptimist Live Your Dream Awards assist women who provide the primary
source of financial support for their families by giving them resources they need to
improve their education, skills, and employment prospects. The deserving recipients
were Cindy Garcia, a single mother of seven children who is working toward her
Bachelors in Psychology at the University of California, Los Angeles and Jecella
Ceja, a single mother of two who is attending East LA College where she is taking her prerequisites to one day join the RN program. Both women shared their
inspiring stories of challenges overcome
and dreams for the future.
Soroptimist is a global women’s organization whose members volunteer to
improve the lives of women and girls
who face obstacles such as poverty,
violence and teen pregnancy through
programs leading to social and economic
empowerment. For more information,
see the local club’s website at www.
soroptimistmontebello.org.
If you are a chamber member and are
interested in hosting a Business Mixer at
your location, please contact the chamber
at events@montebellochamber.org to
schedule your event.
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Summer
Programs
at the YMCA

Southland’s Largest Swim Lesson Day will be
presented on Sunday, June 10th by the MontebelloCommerce YMCA in partnership with the City of Montebello. The city will make available the City Park pool
located on the corner of Olympic and Taylor as well as
lifeguards, while the Y will provide swim instructors and
additional lifeguards. This program will also be offered
2017: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
by 26 other Ys throughout the Southland.
Get Summer Teen Initative 3.0 returns this June,
Award 2016: 5 Stars and beyond on all Quality Measures
welcoming all middle and high school aged teens to join
Award 2014: Outstanding Diabetes Management
the Y for FREE. Last summer over 300 youth enjoyed
the benefit of having another positive, productive place
Award 2013: Outstanding Diabetes Management
to be during the summer and participated as engaged,
responsible, respectful community members.
Award 2010: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Summer Camp in Big Bear: Consider a “Summer
Unplugged” at the Summer Camp in Big Bear where
Award 2009: Excellence in Diabetes Care
the Y replaces WiFi with wonder, and campers come
away with valuable byproducts including character and
self-confidence. Currently enrolling rising 4th graders through 8th graders for YMCA
Camp Round Meadow the week of July 7th through 14th.
Also taking applications for: Leadership Campers (rising 9th and 10th graders);
Counselors in Training (rising 11th and 12th graders); and volunteer adult camp
counselors (ages 18 and older).
The Montebello-Commerce YMCA has a lot to offer: swim lessons, water polo
june community bike ride
club, masters’ swim group, physical therapy programs, water group exercise classes,
info: (323) 887-4540
and recreational swim just to cool off when it’s hot outside.
Sign up for any of the summer programs by stopping by or by calling the Y at
(323) 887-YMCA (9622).

COMING EVENTS
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Follow us on Twitter!
@MontebelloCham

june

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369

june

community clean-up day
info: (323) 887-4540

june

networking breakfast 3.0
@ doubletree rosemead
RSVP: (323) 721-1153

june

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369

june

montebello family festival
@ whittier & montebello boulevards
INFO@montebellofamilyfestival.com

june

member exclusive: Ribbon Cutting
@ ray orthodontics of montebello
rsvp: (323) 721-1153

june

106th installation dinner and
shining star awards @ quiet cannon
info/tix: events@montebellochamber.org

july

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369

july

ad deadline for Aug-Sept spotlight
reserve space: (323) 721-1153
advertising@monbellochamber.org

july

networking breakfast 3.0
@ crowne plaza hotel
rsvp: (323) 721-1153

july

veteran resource expo
@ hearts of compassion
info: (323) 540-0044 / (323) 944-1001

july

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369
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Follow our blog
on Facebook

George B. Pacheco and Gia L. Pacheco, Attorneys at Law
Family Law
Business
Real Estate
Wills & Trusts
Civil
Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Bankruptcy
Landlord/Tenant
Criminal/DUI

(323) 726-1082
1453 West Beverly Boulevard
Montebello, California 90640

Hablamos Español
www.gbp4law.com
E-mail: general@gbp4law.com

14
17

for more events, see
montebellochamber.org
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WElcome, new members

Great Minds in STEM
2465 Whittier Blvd. Suite 202
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 262-0997
www.greatmindsinstem.org

Kuwaye Dental
2533 Via Campo
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 721-7401
www.kuwayedental.com

Macy’s
1900 Montebello Town Center
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 201-2111
www.macys.com

MyCarBroker.com
540 N. Montebello Blvd. Suite E
Montbello, CA 90640
(818) 280-8083
www.MyCarBroker.com

Vanessa Arellano
Prime Lending
8043 2nd St.
Suite #102
Downey, CA 90241
(323) 333-2822
lo.primelending.com/downey

Sentinel Peak Resources
5640 S. Fairfax Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90056
(323) 298-2207
www.sentinelpeakresources.com

Ray Orthodontics of Montebello
415 W. Beverly Blvd. Suite B
Montebello, CA 90640
(562) 478-6832
www.drrayortho.com

Jenny Louwers World Financial Group
3350 E. Birch St. Suite 208
Brea, CA 92821
(562) 965-9183
jennylouwers.wfg@gmail.com

Yogurtland at the
Shops at Montebello
1784 Montebello Town Center Dr.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 825-2367
www.yogurt-land.com

Toppy IT
(714) 747-9114
toppyit@gmail.com
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Community Expo 2018
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce
presented its 2018 Community Expo on April
7th, bringing together local businesses and
non-profit organizations in front of residents
at The Shops at Montebello. Many exhibitors
dressed their table in this year’s “Treasure
Quest” theme while L.A. Rams Cheerleaders
(courtesy of The Shops at Montebello) posed
for photos with attendees.
Attendees received program booklets filled
with valuable coupons, and had the opportunity
to win prizes offered by the exhibitors ranging
from gift cards to a big-screen TV! The Montebello Chamber of Commerce also rolled out
the new Shop Montebello app which allowed
consumers to spin a virtual prize wheel for
prizes and to access special offers and discounts
from local businesses.

7

Thank you to our generous sponsors
who made this event possible!
— Treasure Seeker —

— Adventurer —

— Explorer —

Athens Services

SA Recycling
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Ribbon
Cutting
for
Jesse’s
Party
Supplies
New business and chamber member
Jesse’s Party Supplies invited fellow
chamber members and guests into its
colorful world for a ribbon cutting
ceremony on April 12th where attendees marveled at the innovative balloon
creations and unique party supplies that
filled the store windows and shelves.
Owner Jesse Rodriguez is the talented

artist behind the balloon sculptures as
well as custom frames and props for
party photo ops. He is a fountain of
creative decorating ideas that can aid the
party planner on a budget. From balloon
bouquets and centerpieces to vertical
towers of balloons that can be lit from
inside, Rodriguez is able to do it all. In
addition to party supplies and balloon

sculptures, the store also stocks and can
order in custom themed pinatas.
Guests were treated to a delicious
luncheon catered by fellow chamber
member, Catering by Herach and Ara.
Mayor Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian presented Mr. Rodriguez with a proclamation
from the City of Montebello, and wished
him much success, and thanked him for

Sole Proprietor
Dr. Charina Holmes - Holmes Chiropractic
257 W. Pomona Blvd., Monterey Park, CA 91754
(323) 728-3101 / drcharina.com
Like many children of entrepreneurs, Dr. Charina Holmes grew up around the
family business. In her case, as her mother is a chiropractor with her own practice
for over 40 years, the family business led her to develop her gift for healing and to
channel her love for people into establishing her own chiropractic practice in 1988.
Dr. Holmes’ commitment to bring the latest and most advanced treatments into
her practice drove her to complete her post-graduate training in sports medicine
and nutrition. She has integrated functional medicine, nutrition, weight loss and
sports chiropractic into a holistic approach in order to bring the best care to the
patients in her community.
As a sole proprietor, the challenges and rewards of running her own practice
are many. “Often people think you have more time to do activities outside of your
work. Actually, that is always a challenge for anyone in business,” explains Dr.
Holmes. “It is always important to have time for God, family and fun.”

800-810-0272

1460 S. Greenwood Ave. Montebello CA 90640

Call for Pricing and Tasting Information

WE OFFER CATERING
FOR ANY OCCASION
WEDDINGS • QUINCEAÑERAS
CORPORATE EVENTS • BANQUETS
ANNIVERSARIES • CHARITIES / FUNDRAISERS
HOLIDAY PARTIES • BIRTHDAY / GRADUATION

ITALIAN • CHINESE • AMERICAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN

choosing Montebello as the home for
his new business. Montebello Chamber
Board Chairman Armando Arenas also
gave Mr. Rodriguez a certificate on behalf of the entire chamber membership,
welcoming him and offering best wishes.
Jesse’s Party Supplies is located at 801
Washington Blvd. #A, Montebello, CA
90640 or call (323) 530-0357.

FREE Electronic Waste
Recycling Event
Sat. & Sun. (9 am – 4 pm)

August 11 & 12, 2018
Sat. & Sun. (9 am – 4 pm)

November 10 & 11, 2018
Montebello City Hall
1600 W. Beverly Blvd., Montebello

Hosted by
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Sold-Out Breakfasts
Boost Networking

Our monthly multi-chamber networking breakfasts, which bring together
the members, staff and guests of multiple chambers, continue to create a
vibrant environment for networking and partnership-building. Free to members of the participating chambers, these jointly-organized events have been
selling out earlier and earlier each month.

March Networking Breakfast
Our March 14th Networking
Breakfast 3.0 was held in the banquet room on the beautiful Pico
Rivera Municipal Golf Course,
where we gathered together with
the members, staff and guests of
the Pico Rivera and Bell Gardens
chambers of commerce.
In between vigorous sessions
of networking, our attendees
enjoyed a delicious breakfast
hosted by the Pico Rivera Municipal Golf Course followed by
a nostalgic film celebrating the
60th Anniversary of the City of
Pico Rivera, introduced by Pico
Rivera Mayor Gustavo Camacho.

April Networking Breakfast

Five Chambers of Commerce jointly presented the multi-chamber Networking Breakfast 3.0 on April 11th at the luxurious ballroom of the host
venue, Bicycle Hotel and Casino who laid out an impressive breakfast buffet for the members, staff and guests of the chambers of commerce from
Montebello, Bell Gardens, Commerce, Pico Rivera, and Santa Fe Springs.
Active networking before and during breakfast was followed by an energetic
presentation by Shannon Horton of Digital Faces on how to prospect for
clients and build a business network on social media channels.
If you would like to attend a future Networking Breakfast 3.0 event, please
visit our website at www.montebellochamber.org to register. Early registration is highly recommended as these events do sell out quickly.

Social Media Mastery
Promoted at Workshop
The Montebello Chamber hosted its first SCORE workshop led by
video marketing master Roni Ramos of Harmony 3 Productions. During
the workshop titled Creating Content for Social Media, Ramos shared
her favorite apps, shortcuts and tricks for creating professional-looking,
effective static and moving images and graphics for social media, as
well as tips on how to increase engagement. Ramos even presented some
demonstrations using the company names and business types provided
by attendees in the room.
Open to the public, the no-charge workshop attracted local business
owners and representatives beyond the Chamber’s membership. Attendees were left feeling empowered and inspired to try out the new tools
they had acquired, and some wanted more time for hands-on, intensive
instruction from the knowledgeable yet accessible presenter. To hear
about future SCORE workshops and other Chamber programs, subscribe
to our email list by logging on to montebellochamber.org.
SCORE is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping small businesses get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through education and mentorship. Through the support of the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA), and thanks to its network of 11,000+ volunteers,
its services and programs are offered at no charge or at very low cost.
Since 1964, SCORE has helped over 10 million people start or grow
small businesses.

Follow
Us On
Social
Media!

@montebello.chamber
@MontebelloCham
@montebellochamber1912
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New Meditation Room
Dedicated at OLMM School

Ever since Analisa Moreno, principal of Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal School (OLMM), personally experienced the benefits of Mindfulness
classes, she began sharing those principles with her staff, and eventually,
conjured the vision for a meditation room where students could also learn
to practice mindfulness.
On April 18th, the Montebello Chamber of Commerce was proud to
celebrate the realization of that vision at a ribbon cutting ceremony on the
school’s campus which was well-attended by parents, faculty, Chamber
members and government dignitaries. The program kicked off with musical
and vocal performances by a mariachi group made up of over four dozen of
the school’s students from various grade levels.
Principal Moreno was presented with proclamations from the City of
Montebello by Mayor Vanessa Delgado; from the Montebello Chamber of
Commerce by Board Chairman Armando Arenas; and by Field Rep. Adam
Galia representing the 32nd Senate District. The 58th Assembly District office
was represented by Field Rep. Rida Hamida. After the program, Principal
Moreno guided small groups of attendees into the new Meditation Room
where she led each group in a relaxing meditation session.
Principal Moreno and the school’s pastor and faculty are committed to
providing a school-wide environment that promotes growth in the “whole
person.”
“We have always offered the community a strong Christ-centered Catholic
education,” notes Principal Moreno, “however, by adding mindfulness,
we are creating a stronger awareness and intentionality to our day. It has
been a beautiful experience to witness our youngest student, to our most
experienced teachers, learn to breathe and “pause” throughout the day. I’m
convinced that as the world outside of us seems to move faster and faster,
the better we need to use our “pause button” to generate happiness, success,
and a service of good.”
OLMM School is currently accepting applications. To learn more about
the school and to apply for Preschool thru 7th grade, visit www.olmmschool.
com. Financial aid is available.
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Beat
the Heat!

How will you stay cool this summer?
We’ve got some suggestions for
coping with the summer scorch!

Montebello-Commerce YMCA
2000 W Beverly Blvd, Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 887-9622
ymcala.org/montebello-commerce
Swim Lessons are offered at the YMCA on Beverly and 20th for children as
young as 6 months old (parent and child classes) and through and including
adults, and it’s never too late to learn to swim or too soon to get your kids water
safe! Of course, you can also beat the heat by getting your workout indoors.

Steak N Stein

Hilton Garden Inn Los Angeles Montebello
801 Via San Clemente, Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 724-5900
www.losangeles.hgi.com
Garden Grille Restaurant and Bar: Open from 5 pm to 10 pm every day. Summer
Happy Hour specials from 5 pm to 7 pm every day. Enjoy a relaxing dip in their
pool and spa!

Angry Horse Brewing

9545 Whittier Blvd., Pico Rivera, CA 90660
(562) 699-8823
clearmans.com

603 W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 530-0015
angryhorsebrewing.com
Facebook/Instagram: @angryhorsebrewing, Twitter: @angryhorsebrew

Where better to cool off this summer than in the woodsy elegance of Steak
N Stein? This family-friendly restaurant serves light entrees, salads and cool
cocktails along with ample portions of truly fine American cuisine. A fantastic
wait staff, old-world atmosphere, and a sense you’re high in the mountains keep
Steak N Stein a cool destination.

Get out of the heat and stop by the taproom for a cold craft beer brewed right
here in Montebello. Visit the brewery’s website or follow them on social media
to get the latest updates on live music, food vendors and activities. They’re
dog- and family-friendly, and have an assortment of board games and toys for
all ages. Free wi-fi is available.

Wish your
ad was here?
Call (323) 721-1153
or email advertising@
montebellochamber.org!
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Residents
Can Help
Control
Mosquitoes
in Montebello

june-july 2018

Montebello residents have recently noticed
a new, more aggressive day-biting mosquito
in their neighborhoods. Invasive Aedes mosquitoes are spreading throughout the southland, and are excellent vectors (transmitters)
of viruses such as Zika, dengue, yellow fever,
chikungunya. If an infected traveler comes
to our communities sick with one of these
illnesses, we could see an unprecedented
outbreak in LA County.
Last year, two of Los Angeles County’s
266 confirmed cases of West Nile Virus
(WNV) were Montebello residents. The risk
is here, and it’s real. Last year, 202 people
were diagnosed with the more severe form
of the illness, with symptoms ranging from
headaches, fever, weakness, nerve damage,
memory loss, coma and/or paralysis. Seventeen of these patients died.
The good news is that WE have the power
to change this. Mosquito prevention is everyone’s responsibility—business owners, residents, cities, and agencies alike. Any standing water – either
above ground (in buckets and containers) or below (in drains and channels) – can breed mosquitoes
in just 5 days. Most mosquitoes do not fly far, so if you are getting bites, the standing water is very
nearby. Find it and remove it.
California Health and Safety Laws prohibit conditions favorable to mosquitoes, leaving property
owners liable for fines up to $1,000 per day. Residents and business owners must make weekly inspections of items stored outdoors, irrigation systems, utility and valve boxes, yard and parking lot drains,
sumps, and even decorative pots/pot saucers both inside and outdoors for standing water. Water must
be removed and corrections made to prohibit future problems. We are entering ‘WNV season.’ The
actions you take now will make a big difference.
For assistance, please contact the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District at (562) 9449656 or online at GLACVCD.org.
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City of Montebello News
Montebello
Welcomes
New Police
Chief

City Unveils
Bus Stop
Improvement
Project
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
The first of the City’s 50 new bus stop shelters was unveiled April 26 at ribbon-cutting ceremonies held near the
corner of Montebello Boulevard and Cleveland Avenue. Over
the next few months, AP Construction will be installing the
new shelters, benches and trash receptacles throughout the
City, along with additional upgrades, and where needed, ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act) improvements.
“These new shelters will improve accessibility and safety
for bus passengers,” said Montebello Mayor Pro Tem Jack
Hadjinian. “Acting City Manager Andrew Pasmant, Assistant
City Manager Danilo Batson, Director of Transportation Tom
Barrio, city staff, and project manager Avant Garde deserve
the credit for making this happen.”
A $2.57 million Federal Transit Authority grant, $500,000
from the California Department of Transportation, and
local funds made the City’s bus stop improvement project
possible.
“The Montebello Transportation Department did an incredible job securing this grant from the Federal Transit Authority,” said Ana Marie LeNoue of Avant Garde, who thanked
Transportation Ad Hoc Committee members Hadjinian and
Councilwoman Vivian Romero for their leadership.”

A modern, environmentally-friendly design will provide
for passenger safety through solar-powered security lighting
and protect passengers from the elements while waiting for
the bus via a solid roof and partial rear wall screen. Provisions have been made for passengers using a wheelchair.
The all-aluminum construction, with recycled content and
stainless-steel hardware, will minimize corrosion and a
baked powder coat finish will provide years of durability. City
logos and street name plates add to the pleasing aesthetics
of the overall design.
“We met on a number of occasions with city staff and
Avant Garde to select the solar panels, solar lights and protective shields,” said Romero. “We went through a number
of finishes and colors to select something that would blend
in with the surroundings of where ever the shelters were
placed in the City.”
“While bus stop shelters are not a very large structure
or fixture in the City, they can have a drastic impact on
aesthetics,” said Hadjinian.
“This is a great day for our City,” added Romero. “We’ve
looked at those old, dilapidated shelters for a long time. We
are glad they are finally going to be replaced and improved.”

Montebello Fire
Explorers Post
Receives
Top Honor
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Congratulations to Montebello Fire Department Explorer
Post 29 on being named Post of the Year by the Greater Los
Angeles Area Council Exploring Division at its 33rd Annual
Explorer Recognition Banquet held March 9 at the Hilton
Los Angeles/San Gabriel Hotel.
The selection was made by a committee comprised of
business leaders and other entities and based on letters
submitted from each post outlining its accomplishments
and activities. Each post competes with others in Southern
California for this recognition and “to come out on top is
quite an achievement.”
Currently under the guidance of advisors Firefighters/
Paramedics Matt Beveridge, Marco Penuelas, Julian Lao
and Chris Romo with assistance from other on-duty personnel, and in operation since 1983, the Explorer program is
designed to educate young men and women between the
ages of 14 and 21 in the modern procedures of fire suppression and prevention as well as foster an interest in the

field of firefighting.
Explorers learn basic firefighting techniques, gain exposure to firefighting equipment and perform basic maintenance. Explorers are also involved in a variety of community
service projects and participate in “musters,” or competitions, against Explorer posts from surrounding areas.
“It is an honor for our explorers to receive Explorer Post of
the Year,” said Penuelas. “All the Explorers work extremely
hard and are very passionate about the program. They’re all
getting one step closer to one day becoming firefighters.”
Explorer applications are available at fire headquarters
with recruitment approximately twice a year.
“I am so proud of all of our Explorers on receiving this
well-deserved award and of our advisors and other on-duty
personnel that do a great job with the program,” said Montebello Fire Chief Fernando Pelaez.
“We have a great group of Explorers who care about
their community, helping others and learning about the
fire service.”

City Park Hosts Earth Day Festivities
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Over 200 people came out to support Earth Day as
Montebello hosted its fourth annual celebration April 21
at City Park.
With this year’s theme of “Come on Out and Love Your
Park,” 20 volunteers arrived bright and early to participate
in a park cleanup. Electronic waste recycling held in the
parking lot provided for safe disposal of televisions, computers and other electronic items and by the end of the day
more than eight pallets of electronics had been collected
for recycling.
The City’s Transit Department distributed rideshare program information, the Montebello Unified School District
offered energy efficiency tips, Recreation and Community
Services promoted upcoming programs, and Hearts of Compassion hosted compost demos and provided the food. For
the kids, there were jumpers, arts and crafts, and games.
Giveaways, art demonstrations by KTCA, and live music by
The Swinging Eight Balls were enjoyed by all, including
Montebello Mayor Vanessa Delgado.

“This event promotes an important cause - protecting
our environment and our resources,” said David Sosnowski,
Director of Recreation and Community Services. “This was
a perfect opportunity to spread the word that ‘going green’
is important to the City.”
“I am very happy to see our city committed to protecting
the environment,” said one woman. “This is something we
all need to do together.”
The event was sponsored by MCA Consultants, the City’s
solid waste and recycling consultants, along with local city
trash haulers.
“City staff did a wonderful job bringing together various
segments of the community to not only participate in a park
cleanup, but take an interest in visiting the various vendor
booths,” said Jeff Camera, president of MCA. “Todays’ event
further demonstrates Montebello’s commitment to the
environment and going green.”
“Those that attended had a great time at this familyfriendly event,” added Community Services Coordinator
Nadine Hernandez

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Montebello welcomes its eleventh police chief since the City incorporated 98
years ago with the promotion of Captain Brad Keller to the top post.
Since Keller began his law enforcement career as an officer with the Montebello
Police Department in 1991, in addition to captain, he has held the positions of
sergeant and lieutenant. He has experience in many areas including patrol services commander, as a field training officer, range master, use of force instructor,
motor officer, and gang unit member, and in the areas of major traffic collisions
investigations, major narcotics investigations, general investigations and administration. Over the years, he has attended many advanced law enforcement training
programs and recently became the first Montebello police officer to graduate from
the FBI National Academy program at Quantico, Virginia.
“I was proud to have been selected to attend this prestigious program,” he
said, adding the many contacts he made at the Academy “are great resources that
can be called upon for advice in any situation and will benefit our great police
department and our wonderful community.”
Awards include the Medal of Courage and Medal of Merit in 2000 and the
Medal of Lifesaving in 2003. He is a member of the California Police Chiefs’ Association, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, and the FBI National
Academy Associates.
Born in Long Beach, Keller enjoys hunting, fishing, and running, including
participating in half-marathons, and spending time with wife Eileen and family.
He believes strong partnerships with the community and its businesses are a
key to keeping Montebello a safe place to live, work, and visit, and looks forward
to continuing to serve the community he has been privileged to serve for nearly
27 years.
“My primary mission, and the mission of the Department, is to protect lives
and property through innovative policing practices that serve the best interest of
the community,” he added.
“We are fortunate to have Brad Keller as our new police chief,” said Mayor
Vanessa Delgado. “He has dedicated his career to improving our city and I look
forward to supporting his efforts to keep our residents safe.”

City Undergoing Road
Improvements, Tree Planting

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Residents may have noticed pockets of
street improvements around town, with
more scheduled to begin throughout
the year as the City recently completed
repavement, pavement repairs, and skin
patch projects at various locations. The
areas receiving the initial repairs were
selected due to damage sustained from
last year’s January rains.
“Since the City Council created the
Street Ad-Hoc Committee in 2012, we
have taken the most aggressive approach
ever to address this citywide need,” said
Mayor Pro-Tem Jack Hadjinian, committee chair. “To date, we have repaved over 10.5 miles of streets, repaired more
than 88,000 square feet of curbs and sidewalks, and trimmed over 8,000 trees.”
The recently-completed Washington Boulevard Street improvement project also
included irrigation system upgrades for existing medians along with the addition
of drought-tolerant plants. As the project met federal STP (Surface Transportation
Program) fund guidelines, and funded by Prop C and Prop A Exchange Funds,
there was no impact on the City’s general fund.
The City also received a $4.2 million grant towards the repavement of Montebello Boulevard from Lincoln Avenue to Paramount Boulevard scheduled to
begin this year which will include improvements benefitting pedestrians and bike
riders. Additional improvements include completion of a concrete intersection by
the end of summer at Beverly and Wilcox Boulevards with various improvements
scheduled for other intersections throughout the City.
“This is a huge undertaking and our city staff work very hard to find additional
resources and stretch every dollar so we can deliver to our residents what they
expect from us. We are on track to allocate another $3.2 million for capital improvements in the next fiscal year,” said Hadjinian.
Feedback from residents to the improvements has been positive. “We will be
planting trees throughout the City and residents can request several types of trees
that are not evasive to sidewalks and residential sewer lines,” Hadjinian added.
He went on to say that improvements to curbs and sidewalks, along with tree
trimming, will continue to be a priority.
— Paid for by the City of Montebello —
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City of Montebello News
Wildland Firefighting Skills Sharpened at Annual Training
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Fire Department hosted three days of intense
wildland fire training in mid-April with Area E firefighters from Santa
Fe Springs, Downey, and Vernon.
The annual training, held in the Whittier Narrows Dam area off
Lincoln Avenue, was geared towards the containment and extinguishment of a wildland fire and involved tactics and strategies specific to
such an incident. If needed, firefighters from Area E would respond
to a wildfire incident in the City of Montebello.
Dressed in wildland fire personal protective equipment, firefighters
practiced progressive hose lay advancement, fire shelter deployment,
engine company water shuttling, and fire line construction using
wildland fire hand tools.
“The training we are conducting today is designed to provide a fast, coordinated response with the goal of containing any wildland
fire as quickly as possible,” said Montebello Battalion Chief Conrad Lopez. “These vegetated areas in the Whittier Narrows Dam area,
often referred to as wildland/urban interface, make a perfect training ground for firefighters.”
“This annual training is very beneficial,” said one firefighter. “It keeps our skills sharp should we have to respond to this type of fire.”
“Montebello Firefighters continually train to ensure the safety of our residents,” said Chief Fernando Palaez. “We value our partnerships with other agencies and were pleased to host this training.”

Volunteers Unite
to Spruce Up Reggie
Rodriguez Park

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
More than 35 volunteers met early April 14 at
Reggie Rodriguez Park to lend a hand in the City’s
quarterly park cleanup day. Along with Director
of Recreation and Community Services David
Sosnowski, three staff members, and Culture and Recreation Commissioner Byron Jackson,
volunteers raked leaves, picked up trash, and gave the picnic area tables and patio covers a
fresh coat of paint. “Our community takes pride in their parks and these events showcase
that pride,” said Sosnowski.
Reggie Rodriguez Park was selected for cleanup by the City’s Culture and Recreation Commission. “We would like to thank everyone who joined us today wanting to make a difference
in our community,” said Recreation and Community Services Coordinator Crystal Jaimez.
At the end of the day, volunteers were treated to a pizza lunch in appreciation for their
hard work. The City’s next park cleanup will be held at Portrero Heights Park.
“Anytime the community comes together to accomplish a common goal, it is a benefit to
the City and its residents,” added Sosnowski. “Everyone worked hard and did a great job.”

City Hosts Fourth Annual Senior Citizen Prom
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Dressed in festive attire, 70 of Montebello’s seniors spent an afternoon reliving fond memories,
while at the same time creating news ones, as Recreation and Community Services, along with
students from the Applied Technology Center (ATC), hosted its fourth annual Senior Citizen Prom.
This year’s theme, Magical Colors of India, was selected by the 50 ATC students who also
selected the menu, prepared and served lunch, and helped with the before and after preparations.
“We wanted our seniors to try something out of the ordinary,” said one student, as seniors
enjoyed a lunch of tandoor chicken, basmati rice, samosas and cucumber salad. “We wanted
to give them a different cultural experience.”
“The lunch was delicious and the students so professional,” said one senior.
Following lunch came the much anticipated crowning of this year’s prom king and queen, complete with gold crowns and white sashes.
This year, the honors went to Mel Askanas and Dora Granizo. Seniors spent the rest of the afternoon dancing to the live music of Amore
and Gilbert Cerna and had the opportunity to take a commemorative photo courtesy of Carmen Aranda and Alignment.
“I was not able to attend my prom,” said another senior. “So I’m so glad that I have this opportunity. I’m having a great time.”
“These students volunteered their time during their spring break, did a lot of the prep work, prepared the meal, served as hosts and
hostesses, and cleaned up after the event,” said Director of Recreation and Community Services David Sosnowski. “We appreciate all their
hard work in making this event such a success, and want to thank our other sponsors for their contributions as well.”
A special thank you to Apple Care, Robert Hernandez, Xavier Cruz, Erick Marin, Ana Cabral and Jasmine Perez for their contributions.
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City of Montebello News
New Recruits Join Montebello Fire Department Sitcom Films at Fire Headquarters
by Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Fire Department welcomed two new firefighter/paramedics
into its ranks recently with the addition of Ryan Landrum and Chris Warren.
“We are excited to welcome Ryan and Chris into the Montebello Fire Department family,” said Montebello Fire Chief Fernando Pelaez.
Due to his grandfather’s health issues, growing up Warren had opportunities
to witness firsthand the care and concern shown by firefighter/paramedics
when called to the house. “Seeing how they treated my family was the driving
force behind my becoming a firefighter/paramedic,” he said.
Outside of work, the Fullerton native, and the father of two young children,
enjoys spending time with his kids and cites as one of his goals to finish college.
“I don’t want my kids to have an excuse not to go to college,” said Warren. “It
may take me until I’m 40, but I will get it done.” Warren says he’s excited to Chris Warren
be working for Montebello and to make the City his home.
Encouraged by a friend to start his career as an emergency medical technician, while Landrum enjoyed helping people, he felt it wasn’t quite the job
for him. “I worked on an ambulance, and as I began to interact with the fire
department, I held a high level of respect for the work they did,” he said.
“This pushed me to obtain the education and training needed to become a
firefighter/paramedic.”
Landrum grew up in Riverside and when he’s not working or studying, he
enjoys spending time with his two daughters as well as camping, off-roading,
and mountain biking. “I want to continue my education and promote within
the Department as I continue to serve the citizens of Montebello,” he said.
“I’m very grateful to have this opportunity to work for Montebello and plan to
work hard every day to show my gratitude.”
Ryan Landrum
“The recruits are currently learning the specifics of how the Montebello
Fire Department operates as each fire department can be a bit different in its operations or equipment,” added
Pelaez. Each is anxious to begin serving the Montebello community as they work to complete Department training
and probationary protocols.

City Sponsors Easter Fun

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
Via the magic of Hollywood, for
three days in March fire department
headquarters became the Tacoma
Washington Fire Department as filming for Tacoma, FD, a TV pilot sitcom
took place.
The comedy, created by and starring
Kevin Heffernan and Steve Lemme,
focus on the antics of firefighters fighting boredom more than fires in a city
with almost constant rain. Heffernan
and Lemme are known for the 2001
movie Super Troopers, and its sequel
due to be released this month.
Changes to the interior of the station included being painted robin’s nest blue along with the trucks and equipment taking on Tacoma FD signage. Large potted plants were placed outside the station’s kitchen and the garage
became a large cafeteria to feed actors and crew.
According to Fire Chief Fernando Palaez, during the filming fire equipment and personnel were temporarily
reassigned to the City’s other two stations with no interruption in service to the community. However, the filming definitely caught the attention of passersby as a large crane with rainbirds on either end rose high above the
building sending sheets of water cascading to the ground mimicking a rainy Tacoma day.
Several venues in the City of Montebello have become prime locations of interest for film crews looking to shoot
commercials and television shows. The City benefits from permits and rental fees which also paid the hourly wages
of Montebello police officers that provided security and traffic control during the rain scene along with meals for
firefighters who were unable to use the station’s kitchen for a few days.
“The City, with its great people, have been very welcoming,” said one crew member. “We enjoy coming here
to film and we look forward to future shoots in Montebello.”
Marylin Bitner of Plan A Locations has been working with the City to promote several city-owned facilities to
the film industry as potential location sites.
“Montebello is a fantastic find for the film industry and one that can provide a great revenue stream for the
City,” said Bitner. “This could be a great opportunity for the City and the film industry for many years to come.”

by Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Easter bunny was
spotted in Montebello
March 31 at the City’s third
annual Easter EGGstravaganza held in the ballfield
across from City Park.
Children in five different
age groups scrambled to
pick up the approximately 2,000 plastic eggs and candy that had been tossed on the field
by city staff. They rushed to fill their baskets while keeping an eye out for special eggs
redeemable for prizes.
Sponsored by Montebello Recreation and Community Services, along with donations
from Athens Services, Heart of Compassion, and Rene Mata (Rose Hills), over 1,000
participants joined in the fun, including Montebello Mayor Vanessa Delgado. Those in
attendance enjoyed arts and crafts, games, food trucks, bounce houses, pictures with the
Easter bunny, and live music by The Swinging Eight Balls.
“This is a great turnout,” said Director of Recreation and Community Services David
Sosnowski. “Even better than last year.”
“This was a nice way to kick off Easter weekend,” said one parent. “My kids really
enjoyed getting their picture taken with the Easter bunny.”
“Our kids had a great time today,” said another parent. “A fun, family event to enjoy
the day before Easter.”
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