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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTARY

Board of Directors
Armando Arenas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Century 21 George Michael Realty
Susan Ayala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Athens Services
Stepan Boyajian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Montebello Tire Pros
Denise Campos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SoCal Gas, A Sempra Energy Utility
Darrell H. Heacock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Homer R. Heacock Realty
Jay Nomura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M’s Flowers
George B. Pacheco . . . . Law Offices of George B. Pacheco & Associates
Barbara Risher Welch . . . . . . . . . . Risher Mortuary & Cremation Services

By Chairman Armando Arenas
Since our last publication, the COVID-19 pandemic has
been followed by civil rights protests and unfortunately,
riots. However, we cannot despair and lose hope because
our community is resilient.
We are all encouraged to know that the Montebello City
Council approved a balanced budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. The California State audit served as an outline that
was addressed point by point to bring the city’s finances into
order. The Chamber looks forward to partnering with the
city to help our businesses overcome the current challenges.
This month will end my three consecutive years as Chairman of the board. It has been a very rewarding experience
and I have been very fortunate to work with a very capable Board of Directors,
Ambassadors and, of course, our tremendous staff! During my tenure I had the
pleasure of meeting many people that have a true care for our community and for
that I am grateful.
I am very proud to announce that Greg Millsap of The Shops at Montebello will be
our new Chairman for the new fiscal year. Greg has served as a director for several
years and has been a strong supporter of the Chamber. I look forward to Greg’s
leadership and the positive impact he will make to chamber. To all of you: my most
sincere gratitude.

Chamber Staff
Ani Minasian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President/CEO
Adriana Dugan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Membership Services Specialist

The Cream Shop Ribbon Cutting
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Jenny Louwers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . World Financial Group
Lydia Minasian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goldex Fine Jewelry
Rhonda Newborg . . . . . . . Pasadena Service Federal Credit Union
Fernando Padilla . . . . . . . . . . . K-9 Protective Services, Inc.
Betty Peralta . . . . . . . . . . . . Soroptimist International of Montebello
Maggie Rios . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UNIFY Financial Credit Union
Jean Robinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose Hills Memorial Park
Victor Sanchez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UNIFY Financial Credit Union
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For its second ever virtual ribbon
cutting event, the Montebello Chamber of Commerce brought Chamber
members and dignitaries together via
Zoom to celebrate The Cream Shop
barbershop’s joining the Chamber
community. On June 4th, owner Lino
Campos gave the guests a virtual tour
of the shop’s black, red and white
interior, reminiscent of a 50s diner
complete with jukebox and photos of
Elvis, and sprinkled with elements
of Campos’ Mexican heritage. The
shop has two distinct rooms, one for
women and one for men because,
Campos explained, the shop’s female
clients felt more comfortable having
some privacy while in the process of
beautifying their appearance.
Campos shared with the guests the
story of how he came to start a career in barbering, and then: his own business.
He was joined during the event by his wife who is also a hair professional at
the shop. In addition to the Montebello location, Campos also owns a second
barber shop, The Cream Shop in Boyle Heights. Both shops had been closed
for more than two months due to the pandemic during which time Campos
and his staff thoroughly cleaned and restructured the shop. During the event,
Campos shared the steps they were taking to ensure the safety of clients when
they reopened later that week.
Several dignitaries participated in the event, offering their congratulations
to Campos, including Montebello Mayor Pro Tem Kimberly Ann CobosCawthorne, Montebello City Councilman David Torres, Field Representative
Griselda Ortiz representing Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, and Director of
Communications Fred Zermeno representing Senator Bob Archuleta.
Board Treasurer John Pringle, president of Roquemore Pringle & Moore,
and Board Member Denise Campos, public relations manager for SoCalGas,
both welcomed The Cream Shop on behalf of the Montebello Chamber.
The owners cut the iconic red ribbon to the cheers of the participating guests,
and then awarded raffle prizes of The Cream Shop’s branded shaving gel and
pomade as well as a T-shirt with the shop’s logo to two lucky winners. “A
recording of the virtual ribbon cutting event can be viewed on the Chamber’s
Facebook page: @montebello.chamber.”
The Cream Shop is located at 1416 W. Olympic Blvd. in Montebello, (323)
721-2248, Facebook: @TheCreamShopLA.
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WELCOME,
NEW MEMBERS

WE OFFER TELEMEDICINE

701 Restaurant Bar & Grill
620 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(562) 832-9900
701restaurantbar.com

2019: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
2018: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
2017: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
Award 2016: 5 Stars and beyond on all Quality Measures
Award 2014: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2013: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2010: Outstanding Diabetes Management
Award 2009: Excellence in Diabetes Care

Denise Campos of SoCalGas
Named Latina of Influence
Montebello Chamber Board Member Denise
Campos was honored recently as a Latina of Influence during the digital presentation of the 2020
Hispanic Lifestyle Latina Conference. Campos
is a Public Affairs Manager at SoCalGas and
was honored during the conference’s session on
Latinas Educating the Community.
Campos says representing the natural gas industry in an environmentally progressive state such as
California during a time when the energy industry,
specifically SoCalGas, is investing in renewable
energy sources. “We can capture the waste, the methane from landfills and
from dairy farms which create a ton of greenhouse gas emissions and put
that methane into our pipeline so that the gas we’re using is clean.”
In addition to serving on the Montebello Chamber’s Board of Directors,
Campos also serves as a board member for the Boyle Heights and Huntington
Park chambers of commerce. She also serves on the boards of the YMCA
Urban Council, Los Angeles Trade-Tech College Foundations, and California
State Architect Board. Campos holds dual bachelor’s degrees in political
science and Mexican American studies from San Diego State University,
and was appointed to the City of Los Angeles El Pueblo Historic Monument
Authority Commission by Mayor Eric Garcetti.
Her career in the public sector started at the Los Angeles Commission for
Children, Youth and Their Families, where she engaged young people to be
part of the civic process. She also worked for several elected officials. In
the Office of Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, she organized
community members around tenants’ rights, mentored young people by
leading mock court trials, and translated gang injunctions so that residents
would understand the impact of the law. In the Office of Los Angeles
Councilmember Jose Huizar, she ran his Boyle Heights office, and oversaw
many successful events including numerous holiday food and toy drives,
community cleanups and more.
In her current role as a SoCalGas Public Affairs Manager covering 13
cities in Los Angeles County, Campos has provided funding support to over
100 nonprofit and community organizations.
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Red Electric Ribbon Cutting

Business Town Hall with
Senator Bob Archuleta

On July 8th, the Montebello Chamber of Commerce partnered with eight other
chambers to organize a virtual Business Town Hall featuring Senator Bob Archuleta
(32nd District). The event was conducted entirely via Zoom and participants included
the staff and business members of the Montebello, Norwalk, Whittier, Pico Rivera,
Downey, Lakewood, Cerritos and Artesia chambers of commerce.
Senator Archuleta graciously devoted the entire session to answering questions
posed by the businesses. The topics ranged from general current issues to very specific concerns and challenges faced by the participating businesses. General questions
addressed the capacity of local hospitals, the proposed extension of the $600 bonus
unemployment benefit, the movement to defund police, the security of mail-in ballots,
the equity of how relief funds were being distributed, and the operating procedures
of the DMV since the pandemic.
Business owners and managers also shared their frustration about the closures of
entire industries and asked about how they could get the county to consider reopening those businesses who were following the guidelines and not endangering public
health and safety.
Senator Archuleta and his staff answered the questions and invited anyone facing
challenges and not getting the help they needed to contact their office with specifics
including business name and address, their issues, and the safety protocols they were
proposing to implement so that reopening could be considered.
Participants expressed their appreciation and gratitude for the senator’s time and
support, and requests were made to repeat the town hall in the near future.
Senator Bob Archuleta and his staff at the 32nd Senate District Office can be reached
at (562) 406-1001, or via the website at sd32.senate.ca.gov.

Montebello Chamber members and local
dignitaries connected via Zoom to welcome
electrical contractor Red Electric to the
community with a special virtual ribbon
cutting ceremony on July 8th. The online
platform allowed Red Electric owners (and
brothers), Felix and Jose Rojo, to give
guests a privileged virtual tour of a historical home renovation they were working on.
The home which dated back to the 1800s,
belonged originally to the family of late
President Nixon and was being renovated
for the first time in the home’s history.
The Rojo brothers also introduced their
crew, made up of a third brother and Jose
Rojo’s own son, and shared the history of
the owners’ background in the electrical
industry which spans twenty years.
The dignitaries participating in the event,
all of whom personally congratulated and
acknowledged Red Electric, were Senator Bob Archuleta, Montebello Mayor Salvador
Melendez, Montebello City Counilman David Torres, Field Representative Griselda
Ortiz representing Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, Field Representative Raquel
Ramirez representing Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia, and Senator Archuleta’s own
Director of Communications, Fred Zermeno. Board Member Barbara Risher Welch,
president of Risher Mortuary & Cremation Services, congratulated Red Electric on behalf of the
Montebello Chamber.
The Rojo brothers then cut the symbolic red
ribbon as Chamber members and guests cheered.
The ceremony was followed by the drawing of
raffle prizes, which resulted in two lucky winners
receiving a light dimmer and a USB electrical
outlet respectively, each with free installation by
Red Electric. A recording of the virtual ribbon
cutting event can be viewed on the Chamber’s
Facebook page: @montebello.chamber.
Red Electric offers residential and commercial
services including the repair of wiring, lighting
and outlets; and the installation of appliances,
electric panels, outlets, smoke detectors, lighting,
security systems and home theaters. The full service electrical contractor specializes in high and
low voltage projects. Red Electric can be reached
at (562) 982-3130, Facebook: @LARedElectric.
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Chamber Celebrates 108 Years with ‘Tropical’ Virtual Event
As the Montebello Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 108th anniversary, its
annual Installation and Shining Star Awards will be transformed into a virtual event
this year, beginning with a week-long online silent auction starting on August 20th
and culminating with the live virtual event on August 27th. Tapping into the vacation
fantasies of citizens homebound by the pandemic, this year’s revitalizing theme is
“Tropical Paradise.” The biggest change this year is the event’s accessibility to anyone with internet access. “We’re so excited about this new platform because now we
can share this event with the entire community,” enthuses Chamber CEO/President
Ani Minasian. “There is no cost to participate in the event, the silent auction will be
open for a full week, anyone can bid on the silent or live auction items, and people
can view the event on YouTube long after it’s ended.”

LIVE AUCTION

The live event on August 27th will feature a Live Auction giving participants the
opportunity to bid and save on premium items such as:
5-Star Resort Hotel Package – 5-day/4 night stay for two people at The Grand Mayan by Vidanta, choose from one of 3 destinations: Riviera Maya, Puerto Penasco or
Nuevo Vallarta. Trip can be taken through end of 2021. Valued at $2600 or more.
Starting bid is only $985.
Kobe Bryant One-of-a-Kind Collectible – Custom-framed
career photo collage with five full-size replica championship
rings and one full-size MVP replica ring, signed by Kobe
Bryant and certified authentic.
SILENT AUCTION
For one week, participants can bid and save on many
coveted items in varying price ranges well below their
market value:
• Fine jewelry
• Designer handbags
• Sports memorabilia and other collectibles
• …and more!
Bidders can:
• Track their bids digitally
• Receive notifications about competing bids
• Register for auto-bidding up to their maximum bid
AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
Shining Star Awards - will be presented to exceptional individuals, businesses and
non-profit organizations in the following categories: Educator of the Year, Citizen
of the Year, Public Service, Organization of the Year, Most Improved Commercial
Property, and Member Business of the Year.
Ambassador Acknowledgement and Ambassador of the Year Award – honoring
our dedicated volunteers
Installation of 2020-2021 Board of Directors – Witness the solemn oath taken by
our devoted board members conducted by our Mayor and watch as we honor our
Outgoing Chairman Armando Arenas
DON’T MISS THIS EVENT!
Pre-register to receive web links for Silent Auction and Live Event: montebellochamber.org/installation
You can also contact us via phone at (323) 721-1153 or via email at events@montebellochamber.org for information about this event, or to find out about becoming
a sponsor or donor.
SPONSORS AND DONORS
We’re grateful for the generous support of our “Big Kahuna” sponsors: Athens
Services, California Water Service, and Southern California Edison Company.
Sponsorship opportunities still available with great benefits such as:
• Digital promotion through website, e-blasts, and social media
• Verbal acknowledgement during live event
• Company logo printed in “Spotlight in Montebello”
• …and so much more!
Also accepting donations for online Silent Auction; donors will be acknowledged
on silent auction website.
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
The Montebello Chamber of Commerce staff has been working tirelessly
throughout the current crisis, connecting local businesses and residents with
vital resources. The organization’s
staff, board and volunteers continue to
provide a wide array of opportunities
for networking, promotion, access to
government and legislative advocacy to
foster economic growth in our city and
region. This year more than ever, we
will need to rely on the generosity and
support of our community.
You can help us by:
• Telling your friends and family about
this event!
• Pre-registering for the event!
• Bidding on Silent or Live Auction
items!
• Making a financial pledge before or
during the live event!
• Donating an auction item!
• Becoming an event sponsor!
Thank you in advance for your support! We love our city, our businesses,
non-profit organizations and our fellow
citizens, and look forward to serving you
for another 108 years!

Installation Live Auction Item: 4-Night Stay at Grand Mayan Resort Hotel
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Back 2 Business

The COVID-19 pandemic forced many businesses to close, some
for extended periods, and even after reopening, all businesses
needed to adapt to a new way of operating to protect their staff
and public safety and to navigate the economic challenges they

faced. Here we share some stories about how local businesses
have adapted to the “new normal.” Let’s support these and other
local businesses to ensure they can survive to serve us when this
crisis is over!

All American Trophy

910 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 725-1962
aatrophyco.com
At the start of the COVID-19
crisis, All American Trophy
was forced to shut down
completely and then their
owners and management
gradually began working
remotely. As the sporting
and special events on
which their business
depended were cancelled, orders came to a halt. The company has pivoted
now to creating signs and face masks that address the public’s and business’
needs during this pandemic. Business hours have been reduced somewhat
however they are ready to fabricate signs for your business to keep both staff
and customers safe with no minimum order required. Face masks can feature
either a professional logo or even a personal image.

Andres Piña
State Farm Agency

1709 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 838-6900
andrespina.net
When the pandemic first
hit, new business owner
Andres Piña and his team
worked remotely but kept
their normal business
hours in order to serve their
clients. The most valued
product that has been of concern to customers has been life insurance.
Thankfully, the agency already had an online presence which has allowed them
to provide all types of insurance—auto, home, life and health—with minimal
contact. The office is currently open to the public from Monday through Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., while taking precautions to protect staff and clients.
Clients are also able to rely on 24/7 customer support provided by State Farm
Corporate. Although the business plan for his new agency will need some
adjusting this year, Piña is grateful that he was able to maintain all of his
employees and full service during this crisis.

BJ’s Pizzeria

1424 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 722-4002
bjspizzeriamontebello.com
BJ’s Pizzeria was offering takeout and
local delivery long before restaurants
were forced to close their indoor dining
rooms so they were able to quickly
adapt. Although they did have to shorten
their hours and minimize staff slightly,
they never closed and have found
that many of their dine-in customers
have been continuing their patronage
through take-out or delivery. The local
eatery, known for their pizza, pasta and
sandwiches, now offers contactless
delivery and curbside pickup brought
to your vehicle. Owner Ralph Petrosian has ensured that social distancing and
sanitizing protocols are being executed in the business in line with the county’s
guidelines. Their current hours are Monday through Thursday: 11:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., and Sundays: 12:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

WISH YOUR AD WAS HERE?
Call (323) 721-1153 or email
advertising@montebellochamber.org

Designated Exceptional Services for Independence (DESI)

4779 Whittier Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90022 / (323) 780-1890
6118 Florence Ave., Bell Gardens, CA 90201 / (562) 746-0192
desiserve.org
DESI is a non-profit organization which helps developmentally disabled
individuals become independent, active members of their communities. Their
East LA location features a Thrift Store where individuals can gain work
experience while raising funds for the organization. Due to the pandemic, the
store was forced to close at first, however staff worked diligently to collect and
sanitize donations and prepare the store to reopen. Staff members also prepared
the Food Rescue Pantry by picking up donations through the LA Food Bank
and assisting community members with emergency produce bags and ready
meals. To comply with county guidelines, they have adapted to using Zoom
and FaceTime to continue to offer their services and client education. As a vital
community-based organization and resource hub for the community’s most
vulnerable residents, it is imperative that D.E.S.I. remains functional during this
time of immense need. Therefore, business hours have returned to normal while
carefully observing social distancing and sanitization protocols.

K-9 Protective Services, Inc.

1800 W. Beverly Blvd. Suite #203
Montebello, CA 90640
(800) 385-6144
k9ps365.com
As an essential business, K-9 Protective
Services, Inc. has remained open throughout
the pandemic, providing security services
in particular for the health care industry
(hospitals, urgent care clinics) and industrial
commercial businesses. For the protection
of their staff, all employees were provided
with safety kits containing face masks,
sanitizer and gloves, and trained in safety
and social distancing practices. Office hours
were shortened slightly to Monday through
Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and clients
are encouraged to communicate when
possible via email, phone or online with
any questions or concerns. However, when
office visits are necessary, the office has
implemented safety and social distancing protocols to accommodate visiting
clients.

Support Public Education and
Friends of MUSD Foundation
The Friends of Montebello Unified School District invite you to save the date
of Sunday, October 11, 2020, for their annual Service to Education Awards
Program. The event is the primary fundraising activity for the foundation
which has awarded over $180,000 since 2015 to MUSD schools and students,
primarily through scholarships, but also through support of field trips, the
performing arts and other K-12 school needs.
The theme of this year’s event is “Extraordinary Times, Extraordinary
Efforts, Extraordinary People.” In challenging times such as these, the community’s support is more important than ever to help the foundation continue
investing in the future of students and support school extracurricular programming.
More information will be available soon. In the meantime, please contact
the Friends of MUSD Foundation at fmusdfoundation@gmail.com.
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Risher Mortuary and
Cremation Service Going
Above and Beyond

In these unprecedented times because of the pandemic, it is certainly no understatement that all of our lives have been turned upside down. This roller coaster ride of
government restrictions has forced us to significantly alter our lives, both professionally as well as socially. However, when it comes to our emotional well-being, our
coping mechanisms are even more challenged.
Losing a loved one is the most difficult time of life. During this tender time of
mourning, a large part of grief recovery is the ability for friends and family to
console each other through the loss. This fellowship is crucial to the recovery
process and yet we are in a situation where the health challenges we face limit
us in this very vital human element of saying goodbye.
Risher Mortuary and Cremation Service has been serving our community
since 1959. Throughout these sixty-plus years, they have provided the utmost
care to the bereaved, in ways only a truly family-owned business can.
Now, in light of the restrictions placed upon us, they are reaching out to our
community in a very unique way. While families gathering together indoors for
a funeral service would have been a normal occurrence, the current limitations
on gatherings has made this challenging. Barbara Risher Welch along with her
husband, Greg Welch are offering a solution to the restrictions forced upon
families processing through their grief by creating an opportunity to “drive
through” the service.
Over the past two years, Barbara and Greg have undertaken a beautiful remodel of their mortuary which now provides an even more pleasant atmosphere
for families to greet those wishing to pay their respects. There is a car port to
protect the immediate family from the elements and room enough for cars to
safely navigate in procession. Additionally, there is ample space to allow for
a live musical tribute.
So much can be said about the pressures that we are all under and the challenges we face. But the one thing that unites us is that we all grieve. Risher
Mortuary and Cremation Service has always kept families first by cradling
their broken hearts.
Risher Mortuary and Cremation Service is located at 1316 W. Whittier Blvd.
in Montebello, (323) 728-1261, rishermortuary.com.

Food Distribution in Montebello
Assists 350 Families

More than 350 families participated in
a food distribution program sponsored
by Senator Bob Archuleta, City of Refuge Ministry and the City of Montebello
on July 11th.
Senator Archuleta was joined by
Montebello Mayor Salvador Melendez,
Councilmembers Angie Jimenez, David
Torres and Jack Hadjinian, members
of the Montebello Police and Fire Departments, Pico Rivera Councilwoman
Monica Sanchez and 40 volunteers, who
worked together to unload trucks and
distribute food to people in need due to
the pandemic crisis.
Families lined up in their cars at
Montebello City Hall to receive the vital
assistance.
“Now more than ever, people need
assistance with putting food on the table
for themselves and their families. Not
even this unprecedented public health
crisis will stop us from providing aid
and support to the community,” Senator
Archuleta said.
“We will continue to do what we can
to make sure those in the Thirty-Second
Senate District have the assistance they
need because we are all in this together.”

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2020

Senator Archuleta
Aids in City of
Montebello’s
Compliance of the
State Housing Law
A year after being found not in compliance with the state’s Housing Element
law, the city of Montebello, located in
the Thirty-Second Senate District, is
among six cities now with state-approved
housing plans, the California Department
of Housing and Community Development (HCD) announced.
City of Montebello officials attribute
the turnaround to the diligent work of its
City Council and the vital participation of
Senator Bob Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera)
and the HCD.
“The city of Montebello is excited to
be in a position to focus on implementing new housing development consistent
with the current housing element and
Governor Newsom’s vision for much
needed housing,” said Montebello City
Manager René Bobadilla.
“None of this would be possible without approval from the city council and the
positive collaboration we received from
Senator Bob Archuleta and the California
Department of Housing and Community
Development.”
Governor Newsom, in last year’s state
of the state address, mentioned Montebello for not having had state-approved
housing plans since 1993.
“I spoke with Governor Newsom, and
assured him that René Bobadilla, who is
our new city manager, would work to
have the city of Montebello in compliance within a year,” Sen. Archuleta said.
“I am proud to say that my confidence in the city was proven correct.
This is an example of working with the
Governor on projects important to the
Thirty-Second District, and with the
city managers, city councils and county
supervisors, we will continue working
together on affordable housing.”
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Golden Skewer Hosts Online Wise Guys Concert

While performance venues have been closed since the pandemic hit, livestreamed concerts have been fortunately able to fill the public’s need for live music. The dining rooms of restaurants who have also been forced
to close their doors to in-person dining have set the perfect stage for these concerts with online audiences. On
June 19th, Golden Skewer Restaurant’s beautifully appointed banquet room provided the backdrop for a musical
performance by The Wise Guys’ Sextet which was livestreamed on the band’s Facebook page.
The Wise Guys Big Band Machine is a large big band normally made up of more than a dozen musicians. On
this occasion, a sextet of core members performed a special Father’s Day and Graduation concert for the online
viewership, including lead crooner Frank Barajas and his brother and drummer Art Barajas (who has also served
on the Montebello City Council). Also performing that night were Gabriel Melendez on flute, tenor saxophone
and alto saxophone; Robert Villalobos on trumpet; Edward Esquivel on bass guitar and musical director Michael
Casillas on keyboards.
In addition to The Wise Guys’ set of jazz classics, viewers were treated to a special guest performance by Montebello Police Chief Brad Keller singing and playing songs on acoustic guitar.
He dedicated a heartfelt memorial song to recently deceased and beloved community activist
and Montebello Lions Club leader Bill Walters, well known in the community as “Lion Bill.”
Donations were accepted from viewers for the band’s scholarship fund via Venmo or Paypal.
Nationwide Environmental Services and Athens Services as well as city council members were
thanked for their contributions to the fund. The scholarship for promising young musicians was
dubbed the Larry Covellone Scholarship after the band’s mentor and veteran music teacher at
Montebello High School who taught most of the band members (lovingly nicknamed “Mr. C”).
“Without Mr. C there would be no Wise Guys band,” warmly acknowledges Art Barajas.
Covellone personally presented the scholarship to Daniel Barajas during the event. Daniel Barajas
has been mentored by the Wise Guys as a trumpet player and has recently been made an official
member of the band. Mayor Salvador Melendez and past mayor and current councilman Jack
Hadjinian participated in the presentation. Both thanked the band for their
contribution to the community and congratulated the class of 2020.
A recording of the concert can be viewed on The Wise Guys’ Facebook
page at @mtbwiseguys. Golden Skewer Restaurant is located at 2212 W.
Beverly Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 727-2952, goldenskewer.com.

Beverly Hospital Launches
Virtual Tour of Hensel Maternity
Center for Expectant Parents
Pregnancy is a special time full of excitement and anticipation. But for
expectant mothers facing giving birth during the COVID-19 pandemic, fear,
anxiety and uncertainty are clouding this otherwise happy time. The maternity
staff at Beverly Hospital know that many expecting moms and their partners
have a specific birthing experience in mind and have imagined what it will
be like to bring their newborn baby home. During this unprecedented time,
many expecting moms and partners wonder how this will affect their birthing
experience and their newborn baby.
At this time, it appears that a COVID-19 infection is not severe in most
pregnant women. COVID-19 also does not seem to harm unborn babies.
However, to help relieve any additional stress to expectant mothers and their
partners, Beverly Hospital in Montebello has created a “virtual” tour of its
Hansel Maternity Center. The video, which is available in English, Spanish
and Chinese, can be found on the hospital’s website at https://www.beverly.
org/services/maternity-services/.
This informative video gives expecting parents an overview of the services provided during their stay at the Hansel Maternity Center. Nancy Lee,
MSHCM, BSN, NEA-BC - Senior Vice President, Operations/Chief Nursing
Officer at Beverly Hospital states, “The COVID-19 pandemic is temporarily
changing the way Beverly Hospital functions and we want you to be aware
of how these changes may change your experience at the hospital. Please
keep in mind that we have taken these precautions to keep our patients, staff
and communities safe and healthy and to reduce the possible spread of COVID-19. This video provides an overview of the Hansel Maternity Center so
an expectant mother and their partner can learn about what to expect when
it’s time to deliver their bundle of joy.”
After viewing the video, prospective parents may register for an on-site
informational session with one of the hospital’s childbirth educators. To
schedule for an on-site session, call (323) 725-5033.
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Montebello Unified School District congratulates Class of 2020 graduates from Applied Technology
Center, Bell Gardens High School, Montebello High School, Schurr High School, and Vail High School.

Montebello Mourns Passing of “Lion Bill” Walters
The Montebello community, and particularly the Montebello Lions Club, is
feeling the loss of a devoted citizen and
community activist with the passing on
June 12, 2020 of Bill Walters, lovingly
known as “Lion Bill.”
“Lion Bill” Walters’ membership in
the Montebello Lions Club began in
1979, and throughout his over 40 years
of service, he maintained perfect attendance, served as president for three
terms, served as treasurer for 16 years,
and was named Lion of the Year three
times.
Walters’ service extended to the district level of the Lions Club organization
serving as: Guiding Lion for three clubs;
Zone Chairman twice; Region Chairman; District Student Speaker Chairman;
District Year Book Chairman; District
Election Chairman; District Convention Chairman for 7 years; District
Convention Committee for 13 years;
District Governor 2004-2005; District
Chairperson for Campaign Sight First
II for 3 years; Board member of the

Eye Foundation from 20052009; Charter President for
the Lions Sight and Hearing
Foundation in 2009; and
board member from 2009.
In 2019, he participated
in two district programs-“Kick Cancer’s Butt for
Kids” and Diabetes Awareness Program--and served
as the District’s Global
Leadership Chair. On the state level
of the organization (Multiple District
4), Lion Bill served on the Convention
Management Committee for two terms
and co-chaired the International Convention Management for one year.
Among his acknowledgements and
awards from the Lions Club are a
Harry Aslan Fellowship, Al Ohrmund
Supporter Award, Governors Appreciation, Lions International Leadership,
International Presidential Appreciation,
100% District Governor, and naming as
a 4-diamond Melvin Jones Fellow.
Walters was also a very active citizen,

serving as: a City of Montebello Parks and Recreation
Commissioner for 3 years;
Civil Service Commissioner for 11 years; and
Golf Course Commissioner
for 16 years. His community activities included the
YMCA Concert Committee
Member and Beverly Hospital Foundation Fundraiser
Committee. Walters was also a member
of the Montebello Men’s Golf Club as
was his son Dane with whom he had a
longstanding golf game on Sundays.
Born in Tilden, Nebraska on January
8, 1939, Walters was raised in the California cities of Bell and Downey, graduating in 1956 from Downey High School.
He moved to Montebello in 1969 when
he married Isabell Blanco Walters to
whom he was married for 51 years until
his passing. Together, they had twin
daughters, Melissa and Michelle (both
deceased), and one son, Dane. While
their children were in school, Walters

coached his son’s City of Montebello
baseball team, and became active in the
Pop Warner Football Program where
his son played football and where his
daughters were part of the cheerleading
team. Walters also co-founded with his
friend Frank Espinoza the Golden State
Basketball League of Montebello where
he coached is nephew and son for approximately 8 years. While his children
were attending Montebello High School,
and his wife both joined the Football/
Athletic Booster Club where Bill served
as president for three years.
Lion Bill will be dearly missed by his
family and friends, as well as the community at large who benefited from his
dedicated service and caring presence.
A traditional memorial service was not
possible due to the pandemic and will
therefore be organized on the first anniversary of his passing in June of 2021.
In lieu flowers, donations may be sent
in Bill Walters’ name to the Montebello
Lions Charities Foundation, P.O. Box
87, Montebello, CA 90640.
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Bosco Tech Graduates
Serve as Boeing Company
Internship Mentors

Join the Montebello Chamber of Commerce!
(323) 721-1153 / montebellochamber.org

Three Don Bosco Technical Institute
(Bosco Tech) graduating seniors have
been selected to serve as mentors in the
Boeing Company’s exciting Summer
High School Internship program.
The recent high school graduates, who
completed Boeing internships last summer, will guide younger interns, including seven Tech students participating in
the international defense and aerospace
contractor’s seven-week STEM-focused
educational program.
The internships provide high schoolers with invaluable experience working
under engineers and computer scientists.
Interns are selected to participate based
on high academic standing, strong communication skills, and excellent problemsolving abilities.
This year, because a virtual internship format will be employed due to
COVID-19, the student mentors will
provide additional support, sharing their
experiences and helping introduce the interns to Boeing protocol and to engineers
and computer scientists participating in
the program.
“Boeing is providing an amazing opportunity for everyone involved,” said
Bosco Tech President Memo Gutierrez.
“The mentor students benefited tremendously as interns last year and now
they will move into an advisory capacity
to help younger students. Boeing’s program has provided a practical application
of STEM coursework for the many Tech
students who have been fortunate enough
to have participated through the years.”
The Bosco Tech mentors are Aaron
De Castro, George Flores and Raphael
Napiñas; they will work with cohorts of

high school students from schools across
Los Angeles County. The Boeing interns
from Bosco Tech are: Nathan Chao,
Kevyn Gonzales, Luciano Kholos, Owen
Lin, Nathan Morales, Carson Waddell
and Ryan Zettlemoyer.
“I’m serving as a mentor because I
want to give back as much as I can to a
program that gave me such an amazing
experience,” said mentor Napiñas, who
will begin his studies in Computer Science at Cal Poly, Pomona this fall.
“This is a chance to pass on our knowledge of working at an actual engineering
company to younger students, and also
to reconnect with our former mentors,
as well as make new connections with
other employees.”
Bosco Tech is an all-male Catholic
high school that uniquely combines a
rigorous college-preparatory program
with a technology-focused education.
The innovative curriculum allows
students to exceed university admission
requirements while completing extensive
integrated coursework in one of several
applied science and engineering fields,
including the new Biological, Medical
& Environmental Technology (BMET)
program.
On Niche.com’s list of top Catholic
boys’ high schools in California and
the U.S., Bosco Tech boasts a college
acceptance rate of 100 percent, with the
majority of graduates pursuing STEMrelated post-secondary majors at fouryear universities.
Visit www.boscotech.edu or call
626-940-2000 to learn more about the
school’s unique technology-focused
programs.
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Mesrobian High School Launches Distance Robotics Club
Armenian Mesrobian School in Pico Rivera is turning
the challenges of distance learning into opportunities to
advance its mission in new and innovative ways. True to
Mesrobian’s commitment to a well-rounded education
that includes “STEAM” subjects (science, technology,
engineering, art, and mathematics), Mesrobian High
School launched an online Distance Robotics Club
in early May, led by High School student Andrew
Josephbek.
“Andrew has an insatiable intellectual curiosity and
has had one from a very young age,” said Principal
David Ghoogasian. “To prepare for launching the club,
he completed an online robotics training certification
program, created lesson plans, delivered the robotics
kits to students, and set up a Google Classroom to guide
students through their lessons.”
Andrew attended Mesrobian School
from preschool through middle school,
when he was invited to attend Elon
Musk’s Ad Astra School located at
SpaceX in Hawthrone. He has now
returned to Mesrobian High School,
and the school is working with Andrew
and his family to further realize his
potential.
The Distance Robotics Club was born
when Andrew, who has a love for engineering and building, expressed interest
to the school about teaching robotics
to other students. The school saw this

Reps. Napolitano,
Sánchez Announce
$384.9 Million for
Whittier Narrows
Dam Safety Project
Last month, Reps. Linda T. Sánchez
(D-CA-38) and Grace F. Napolitano
(D-CA-32) announced that the FY2021
Energy and Water Appropriations bill is
providing $384,900,000 as part of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Dam
Safety and Seepage Program.
“Since first learning about flood risk
concerns over a decade ago, I have encouraged the Army Corps of Engineers
and my colleagues in Congress to make
Whittier Narrows Dam the top budgetary
priority,” Napolitano said.
“If 2020 has taught us anything, it is
that we cannot control nature. All we can
do is be prepared,” said Rep. Sánchez.
“I’m so pleased that… [the] Energy and
Water Appropriations bill fully funds the
Whittier Narrows Dam safety construction. This is one of the most critical dam
safety projects in the country. When
it’s completed, more than one million
residents in Los Angeles County will be
protected from catastrophic flooding.”
“This dam safety work is needed not
only for proper flood control for our
area, but also for water supply operations,” Napolitano added. “The drought
is not over, and Whittier Narrows is an
extremely important water supply facility for our region as water is captured
during storm events and channeled to
local spreading basins for recharge into
the groundwater basin. These aquifers
have been depleted by recent droughts
in Southern California, so the water
captured at Whittier Narrows for groundwater replenishment is a vital source of
water for our communities.”
“I commend Congresswomen Grace F.
Napolitano and Linda T. Sánchez for securing $384.9 million to make the needed
safety repairs to the Whittier Narrows
Dam, which if not made, could prove
to be hazardous to a majority of cities
in the Thirty-Second Senate District,”
commented Senator Bob Archuleta of
the 32nd Senate District.

as a unique learning opportunity for both Andrew and
his peers.
The school uses VEX Robotics kits that, under normal circumstances, would remain at school, as part of
Mesrobian High School’s recently approved University
of California Certified Robotics Curriculum. Now,
Mesrobian is allowing a limited number of middle and
high school students to borrow and take these kits home.
Students were chosen based on their level of interest,
success the student has demonstrated in STEAM classes,
anticipated college major, and other factors.
For example, Mesrobian High School student Karnig
Boyadjian, who will be a senior in the coming school
year, joined the program as a co-teacher. Karnig was a
natural fit for the Distance Robotics Club because of his
interest and experience in engineering
as well as cybersecurity. Karnig won
first place in the science fair when
he built a two-wheeled self-balancing
robot, which demonstrated a feedback
control loop and applications of microcontrollers and software code.
Principal Ghoogasian has done
extensive work in the areas of gifted
and highly gifted education. He is a
member of the Gifted and Talented
Education (GATE) and Professional
Teaching certificate programs at UCI
Division of Continuing Education. He
has trained parents, students, educators,
and administrators with backgrounds

ranging from early childhood education through college
and university instruction.
Before the Distance Robotics Club was formed, Andrew was featured as a semi-finalist on the Disney+
Original Series “Shop Class.” Andrew is also the
great-grandson of one of Armenian Mesrobian School’s
founders, Vagarshak Dilanian.
Armenian Mesrobian School, established in 1965, is
fully accredited from preschool through high school by
the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and
includes Ron and Goharik Gabriel Preschool (which
serves students 2-5 years old), elementary, middle
school and a college preparatory high school on the
same campus located at 8420 Beverly Road in Pico
Rivera. The college preparatory high school curriculum
is certified to the University of California. (562) 6992057, mesrobian.org.
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