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By Chairman Armando Arenas
As this is my first commentary of 2019, I want to take a
moment to wish you well throughout the year. May the days
ahead be full of promise and good spirit. We at the Chamber
are looking forward to a very productive year and the opportunity to further invigorate the success of our business
community.
The Chamber staff, led by our President/CEO, Ani Minasian, is already working at full speed planning and organizing
this year’s Chamber fantastic events. We have a strong and
unified Board of Directors and our awesome Ambassadors
are working hard to make 2019 our best year yet!
Quite a bit is happening at our City as well. The City Council re-organization
meeting took place at the Quiet Cannon on Wednesday December 12, 2018. Our
newly-elected council members were installed before a packed house. The strong
voting turnout was certainly present. This campaign brought out a tremendously large
amount of voters that had not been seen in many, many years. Great job, Montebello!
The meeting was brought to order by Mayor Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian. Congratulations were extended to newly-installed council members Salvador Melendez, Kimberly
Ann Cobos-Cathorne and Angie Jimenez! Each took the oath to serve Montebello in
their best capacity and each took the time to introduce family, thank campaign staff
and express gratitude to the community for being elected to office of City Council.
Outgoing council members Vivian Romero, Art Barajas and Bill Molinari (not
present) were thanked for their service and presented with a special plaque by Mayor
Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian. As of this date, there is no acting mayor. That position
will be chosen after the special election on March 5, 2019 to fill the fifth council
seat which is currently vacant. I encourage all of you to remain engaged in our civic
duty to Montebello.
Montebello, like many cities in our surrounding area, is in a state of change. Change
usually involves difficult challenges and important decisions that must be made. How
these tough roadblocks are dealt with and the direction chosen makes all the difference in a city’s success and future. It is more important than ever that our council
works in a cohesive and efficient manner. Our council needs our support, our voice
and our commitment. Show your support by attending a council meeting. Let’s all
work together for a better tomorrow.

(323) 721-1153 • Fax (323) 721-7946
montebellochamber.org
Spotlight on Montebello is individually addressed and mailed to homes and
businesses in Montebello through USPS as well as distributed to high-traffic
areas and events in the region. (15,000+ distribution)

Wish your ad was here?
Call (323) 721-1153 or email
advertising@montebellochamber.org!
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Montebello Posts
Increase in Sales
Tax Revenue for
Third Quarter 2018
The City of Montebello recently released a Sales Tax
Update report for the third quarter of 2018 (July through
September 2018) which shows a 1.9% growth over the
same period of the previous year.
The increase resulted from the city receiving significant amounts of delayed allocations that were not
processed in the second quarter due to problems with
the State’s software conversion project.
2018: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
The retroactive allocations masked a 7.2% decline in
2017: 5 Stars on all National Clinical Quality Measures
actual sales that was largely caused by a sharp drop in
sales from a light industrial supplier and the relocation
Award 2016: 5 Stars and beyond on all Quality Measures
of a major retailer.
Award 2014: Outstanding Diabetes Management
The decreases in actual sales were partially offset by a
17.9% increase in new auto and truck sales, solid gains
Award 2013: Outstanding Diabetes Management
from building materials and contractors’ supplies sales
Award 2010: Outstanding Diabetes Management
consistent with statewide trends, and a jump in service
stations’ receipts due to higher gas prices compared to
Award 2009: Excellence in Diabetes Care
a year ago. Restaurant sales remained steady, posting
a 3.5% increase. The close-out of a specialty store was
offset by gains in other general retail categories.
The report ranks the 15 most productive business categories in Montebello as being (in alphabetical order): Building Materials, Casual Dining, Department Stores,
Electronics/Appliance Stores, Family Apparel, Grocery Stores, Heavy Industrial,
Light Industrial/Printers, New Motor Vehicle Dealers, Quick-Service Restaurants,
Service Stations, Shoe Stores, Textiles/Furnishing, Used Automotive Dealers and
Women’s Apparel.
According to the report, just under half of Montebello’s sales tax revenue is generated by general consumer goods businesses (25%) and autos and transportation businesses (22%). The remaining 53% consists of revenue from state and county pools
(12%), business and industry (12%), restaurants and hotels (10%), fuel and service
stations (9%), building and construction (7%), and food and drugs (3%).

Acting City Manager Pasmant
Leaves Positive Mark on Montebello
At the end of January, Andrew Pasmant completed
his interim duties as Montebello’s Acting City Manager,
leaving a productive legacy in his limited one-year
tenure.
When his predecessor took a leave of absence, Pasmant
came out of retirement to temporarily fill the position
during a challenging time for the city. Although the city
has many challenges and issues yet to address, heads of
the city’s departments credit Pasmant with many positive changes that point the city in a promising direction.
“I have nothing but good things to say about Mr. Pasmant and the professionalism, stability and experience he
brought to our City,” raves David Sosnowski, Director
of Recreation and Community Services for the City of Montebello.
“It was truly an honor to work under him for the past year as he has helped me to
progress in my own career development and exposed me to many critical thinking
tasks that have challenged and bettered me and my department. He was a confident
and strong supporter of staff and did a lot to help the City of Montebello. I appreciate
his guidance, mentorship and positive attitude.”
Many who have been working alongside him during the past year are sorry to see
his time at the city end.
“You know how they say that great leaders surround themselves with smart people?
Mr. Pasmant has brought good people into every department,” recalls Montebello
Fire Chief Fernando Pelaez.
“The new staff he brought into the Human Resources Department has helped me
with the recruitment process and with filling a large number of vacant positions.
Previous fire chiefs were lucky if they could do one promotional a year; I’ve been
able to do five, and that’s because of Andy and the people he brought in. I really
hate to see him go.”
Fire Chief Pelaez noted Pasmant’s dedication, intelligence, and his extensive
knowledge and experience that earned him the respect of all those who came in
contact with him.
Formerly having served as the city manager of South Gate for five years and West
Covina for 11 years, Pasmant holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Studies /Architecture from Cal State Los Angeles and an MBA in Organizational Leadership from
the University of La Verne.
He had been retired since 2012 when he was approached by the City of Montebello.
Under state retirement rules, he was able to return to work for a limited time, but
restrictions dictated that he complete his interim tenure at the end of January 2019.
“I love public service,” Pasmant has said about his decision to temporarily fill the
city manager’s position at the City of Montebello.

Join the Montebello Chamber of Commerce!
(323) 721-1153 / montebellochamber.org

COMING EVENTS
feb

free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369
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morning mingle
@ doubletree hotel la–commerce
RSVP (323) 721-1153
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free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369
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free biz mentoring
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advertising@monbellochamber.org
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moonlight mingle
@ angry horse brewing
rsvp: (323) 721-1153
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free biz mentoring
@ montebello chamber office
RSVP (626) 593-1120 or (714) 550-7369
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for more events, see
montebellochamber.org
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December Holiday Networking
Breakfast 3.0 at Steven’s
Steak & Seafood House
Chamber members from Montebello Chamber, Rosemead Chamber, Pico Rivera
Chamber Bell Gardens Chamber, and Commerce Industrial Council Chamber networked and celebrated the holiday season in a beautifully-decorated room at Steven’s
Steak & Seafood House on December 5.
Attendees were treated to a delicious breakfast while listening to an informative
presentation given by Veronica Diaz-Valverde of Southern California Edison, and
our Senator Elect Bob Archuleta also attended and expressed how excited he was to
be our new senator for our 32nd Senate District representing our cities.
Our multichamber networking breakfasts are an effective and low-cost marketing
method to expand professional connections, build profitable relationships, and get
the opportunity to gather client referrals and leads. These events are free for our
chamber members! If you would like additional information on this event or any of
our upcoming events, please visit our website at www.montebellochamber.org.

Women’s and Children’s
Crisis Shelter’s 41st Year
of Service to Community
The Women’s and Children’s Crisis Shelter (WCCS), now in its 41st year of
operation, recently released its 2017-2018 annual report, outlining its program accomplishments. The organization’s mission is to provide safety, shelter and hope to
victims of domestic violence.
During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, WCCS answered 3176 hotline calls from victims
and survivors of domestic violence, their families and/or allies. The hotline is manned
by bilingual operators who speak English and Spanish and is available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Each caller was provided with a minimum of three referrals.
“We are very proud of the work we have done since opening our doors in 1977,”
reports Yvette Morales, Executive Director of WCCS. “We have helped thousands
of victims of violence rebuild their lives and bring back hope and dignity. We are
motivated by helping survivors become empowered, take the first steps toward selfsufficiency and independence, and most importantly awaken to the fact that they
deserve to live a life free from the abuse.”
In the last fiscal year, WCCS provided safe shelter for 51 mothers and 122 children.
The emergency shelter home is comprised of seven bedrooms (28 beds and three
cribs) and four restrooms. The shelter can accommodate 31 individuals at a time and
the average emergency shelter stay is 25 days per family.
In addition to physical safety and security, WCCS also provided 49 families with
health and social services advocacy, legal advocacy and in-court support, and household establishment assistance. Their case managers helped 35 families achieve selfsufficiency. The shelter has provided individual counseling to women and children
by in-house clinician therapists as well as group domestic violence workshops and
parenting classes.
Additional services include the provision of clothing, toys and hygiene items to
families, childcare for children while mothers received other services, “Parent &
Me” classes, art workshops, children’s support group, on-site education courtesy of
the Whitter City School District, and wellness recreational activities and workshops.
The administrative office of the Women’s and Children Crisis Shelter is located at
13203 Hadley Street, Suite 103 in Whittier, California. The shelter’s hotline is (562)
945-3939, wccshope.org.
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January Morning Mingle Kicks Off Local
Chambers’ New 2019 Networking Event Series
Starting in January 2019, the Montebello Chamber of Commerce has joined
forces with the Commerce Industrial
Commerce to bring multi-chamber networking events to their collective membership.
The new partnership is being branded
as “323 Chamber Interchange,” pointing to the common area code the two
chambers and cities share.
In 2019, the dual-chamber collaboration is set to present two types of
events: Morning Mingles (networking
breakfasts) and Moonlight Mingles
(after-hours socials).
Whenever possible, a third chamber
will be invited to join in as well, creating
expanded opportunities for networking.
The first Morning Mingle held at Montebello’s Tacos Don Chente on January
16 was a successful and well-received
kickoff to the new event series.
Joining the members, staff and guests
of the Montebello Chamber and Commerce Industrial Council were members
and staff of guest chamber, Pico Rivera
Chamber of Commerce.
Tacos Don Chente’s vibrantly-decorated dining room set the stage for warm
and energetic networking during which
attendees were treated to a breakfast
buffet that included American and Mexican dishes ranging from chilaquiles to
scrambled eggs, pancakes and bacon,
accented by specialty beverages of café
de olla, champurrado, and aguas frescas.
In line with the new networking event
format, the program was kept brief and,
after the awarding of coveted raffle
prizes to some lucky attendees, the networking continued in full force.

Tacos Don Chente’s menu features
breakfast, lunch, dinner, desserts and
beer on tap. The restaurant is located at
1813 W. Whittier Blvd. in Montebello,
(323) 722-8000, Facebook: @tacosdonchenterestaurant.
The next multichamber networking
event is a Morning Mingle to be held on
February 13 at the DoubleTree Hotel
LA-Commerce, which is located in the
Citadel Outlets complex in the City of
Commerce.
Multichamber networking events are
an effective and low-cost strategy for
expanding professional connections,
building productive partnerships and
obtaining client referrals and leads.
For more information about attending the new 323 Chamber Interchange
events, please check our website calendar at www.montebellochamber.org for
upcoming events.
There is no fee for members of the

participating chambers who pre-register;
the attendance fee for members who
do not pre-register or for prospective
members is $25.

Early registration is highly recommended as spaces at these popular events
fill up quickly!
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My Car
Broker
Celebrates
Ribbon
Cutting
On Thursday, November 29, chamber members,
friends, and family helped co-owners Shahan Savoian
and Seto Grigoryan celebrate the ribbon cutting at their
new business, My Car Broker.
Mayor Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian presented both with a
proclamation from the City of Montebello and chamber
Board Chairman Armando Arenas presented a certificate
on behalf of the chamber and its membership.

Owners Shahan and Seto literally laid out the red
carpet and a canopy tent for their guests, who were
treated to an abundant buffet of Armenian and Middle
Eastern delicacies catered by chamber member Golden
Skewer. Attendees were also presented with luxurious
keyholders and pens as souvenirs of the momentous day.
Shahan and Seto were very excited about sharing this
special occasion with friends, relatives and their new

chamber family, while promising that My Car Broker
would be their personal auto-buying concierge, locating
the car of their choice at the best price and arranging
quick and easy delivery without the hassles of dealership negotiations.
My Car Broker is located at 540 N. Montebello Blvd.,
Suite E, in Montebello, (818) 280-8083, mycarbroker.
com.

Nichols Insurance Agency Grand Re-opening
Chamber member Nichols Insurance
Agency celebrated the grand re-opening
of their beautifully-decorated new offices
along with chamber members, staff, and
dignitaries on December 13, 2018.
Newly-elected city councilmembers

Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne and
Salvador Melendez presented a proclamation on behalf of the City of Montebello to the firms’ owners--Amanda
Brennan, Scott Decker, Amber Warner
and Harry Crusberg.

Also attending was Daniel Andalon,
the field representative representing
Senator Bob Archuleta’s office, who
congratulated the partners and staff of
Nichols Insurance and wished them
success in their new location. Chamber
President/CEO Ani Minasian also presented a certificate on behalf of the entire
membership.
After cutting the celebratory red rib-

bon, attendees were treated to lunch and
holiday treats and gifted with stylish
ceramic coffee mugs. Nichols Insurance Agency provides insurance for
your home, vehicle, business and your
personal possessions.
Nichols Insurance Agency is now located at 1493 N. Montebello Blvd., Suite
M-1, in Montebello, (323) 728-0571,
nicholsins.net.

800-810-0272

1460 S. Greenwood Ave. Montebello CA 90640

Call for Pricing and Tasting Information

WE OFFER CATERING
FOR ANY OCCASION
WEDDINGS • QUINCEAÑERAS
CORPORATE EVENTS • BANQUETS
ANNIVERSARIES • CHARITIES / FUNDRAISERS
HOLIDAY PARTIES • BIRTHDAY / GRADUATION

UNIFY’s 2019 Patricia R. Dempster
Scholarship Accepting Applications

ITALIAN • CHINESE • AMERICAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN

In honor of former board member Patricia R. Dempster, UNIFY Financial
Credit Union created a scholarship fund to assist members who are high school
seniors in pursuit of higher education. To apply for the 2019 Patricia R. Dempster
Scholarship an applicant must be: (1) a current UNIFY member who is listed as
the Primary Account holder (not as a joint account holder) in good standing; (2)
a 2019 graduating high school senior with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher
(on a 4.0 scale); (3) planning to attend an accredited four-year college/university
beginning fall 2019.
The application process requires an online application form, two letters of
recommendation, official school transcripts, and a typed essay (500 words or
less) describing the applicant’s most significant challenge or accomplishment
and its value to his/her life. Application and all uploaded and mailed documents
must be submitted by Thursday, February 28, 2019.
For more information and to begin the application process, applicants may log
on to: https://webapps.western.org/PDScholarship.
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Montebello Soroptimist Hosts Empowering Evening with Josefina Lopez
Soroptimist International of Montebello hosted an inspiring event on Sunday,
January 13th featuring an insightful talk by
author Josefina Lopez (Real Women Have
Curves) who personally signed copies of
her latest book, Hungry Women in Paris.
The evening was held at Lopez’s own
Casa Fina Restaurant and Cantina in Boyle
Heights, where attending ladies enjoyed
sangria and authentic Mexican cuisine.
Organized by the club’s president, Betty
Peralta, the event also served as an opportunity to induct two new members, Jean
Robinson of Rose Hills and Angie Jimenez,
newly elected member of the Montebello
City Council. The joyful evening was
highlighted by the comradery and sisterhood created by the inspirational personal
stories and empowering ideas Josefina
Lopez shared with the group.

Soroptimist International is an international women’s organization for business
and professional women who work to improve the lives of women and girls in local
communities and throughout the world.
Among the many initiatives executed by
Soroptimist International of Montebello are
the Break the Silence education campaign
to prevent abuse and cyber bullying among
high school students, A Day of Beauty
for breast cancer survivors, and the Live
Your Dream scholarship which provides
financial assistance to women who have
overcome serious personal challenges and
are turning their lives around by obtaining
a college education.
For more information about the Soroptimist International of Montebello, see their
website at www.soroptimistmontebello.
org.

St. Joseph Table at St. Benedict Church Scheduled for March 16-17
St. Benedict Church will be commemorating their Feast of St. Joseph, Patron
Saint of workers and families, at the
Parish Hall located at 1022 W. Cleveland
Avenue, in the City of Montebello, on
Saturday, March 16, from 12:00 noon to
8:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 17, from
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
There will be a free
pasta meal on both days
to everyone attending the
special event.
The Feast will start
on Saturday, March 16,
at 12:00 noon, with the
Holy Family, depicted
by Montebello youth
and wearing garments
common to those biblical
times, seeking asylum.
Upon entering the Parish Hall they will take
their place at the shrine
and table, at which time
the shrine, table and its
contents will be blessed

by St. Benedict’s pastor, Fr. Michael
Stechmann.
Open house will follow the noon
ceremony and everyone attending will
receive a free plate of pasta, with a
salad and roll. Traditional Italian foods,
Italian sausage sandwiches, cannoli, and
other desserts will also be available for
purchase.
Also available for purchase will be homemade
breads, cookies, bottles
of wine, fresh fruits,
fresh vegetables, fresh
flowers, and various
blooming one-gallon
and five-gallon nursery
plants.
The Italian tradition
reaches out especially to
the poor and hungry in
our community. On this
special occasion, the St.
Benedict’s Italian Catholic Federation (“ICF”)
reach out to the business

community for a donation to help them
give a free pasta meal to everyone who
comes to visit the Feast of St. Joseph’s
Table.
This special celebration supports the
parish and provides Scholarships for the
school children. As a St. Joseph Table
sponsor of $100 or more an individual
or a business will receive recognition

prominently displayed at the event.
Thank you in advance for your support
and generosity for this special event.
May our gracious God and St. Joseph
Bless you abundantly.
To make a donation or be a sponsor
for the Feast of St. Joseph Table, please
call Frank Salomone at (323) 888-2074.
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Ecologica Medical Spa Brings
Holiday Cheer, Celebrities
to Retirement Home
Ecologica Medical Spa delivered television celebrities and holiday cheer to
the residents of Montebello’s Golden Manor Retirement Center on December 7.
Ecologica’s owner Fatima Ranjbar treated the residents to a catered dinner
and live music provided by Mariachi Los Reyes. At a reception afterwards,
residents received glamorous sequined bags filled with winter hats, gloves,
throws and other gifts.
Joining owner Fatima Ranjbar
at the retirement center located
across the street from the spa
were three stars of Spanish-language television: Adriana
Fonseca, award-winning
telenovela actress and
dancer (Corazón Valiente,
Mariana de la Noche);
Alyin Mujica , co-host
of Buenos Días Familia
talk show and awardwinning actress of film
and television (Corazón
Valiente, La Dueña); and
Yul Burkle, co-host of
Buenos Días Familia talk
show and telenovela actor
(Natalia del Mar). Residents delighted in meeting and taking photos
with the celebrities who were decked out in Santa hats and festive gear.
Spanish-language television crews from Univision, Telemundo and
Estrella Television covered the entire event, starting with interviews of
the celebrities and Ranjbar at the spa prior to the reception. During the
pre-event interviews, Fatima Ranjbar and the celebrities were presented
with certificates of appreciation from Councilwoman Vivian Romero on
behalf of the City of Montebello and from Board Chairman Armando
Arenas on behalf of the Montebello Chamber of Commerce.
Ecologica Medical Spa is located at 1200-A Beverly Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 888-8805, ecologicamedspa.com.

Star-Wars Themed Community
Expo Scheduled for May 4
A popular annual tradition returns to The Shops at Montebello this
spring—Community Expo 2019, organized by the Montebello Chamber
of Commerce, will be held on May 4th from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.
The theme of the event will be inspired by the Star Wars franchise of
films, as the date coincides with the new cult tradition: “May the Fourth
Be with You.” Details about how this theme will be injected into the
event will be available soon.
“We’re working on several new ideas to make this year’s Expo more
festive than ever,” promises Ani Minasian, Montebello Chamber CEO/
President. “All will be revealed soon, but for now, we just want to make
sure that our residents and businesses save that date on their calendars
and start looking forward to something very special!”
For local businesses, schools, service clubs and nonprofit organizations
looking for opportunities to connect with the public, this event delivers
a great deal of potential, with tens of thousands of shoppers moving
through the mall on a Saturday afternoon.
Sponsorship opportunities will also be available promising, among
other perks, exposure on the cover of Spotlight on Montebello for toptier sponsors. More information for exhibitors and sponsors will be
available soon. Please email events@montebellochamber.org to receive
an information packet.

Follow Us On Social Media!
@montebello.chamber @MontebelloCham @montebellochamber1912
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Wedding Planning Guide
From your engagement party and bridal shower to your wedding and honeymoon, getting married involves a lot of planning and
details to get just right. Fortunately, all the help you need to plan a beautiful wedding, romantic honeymoon and all your prewedding events is available right here in Montebello! Here are some businesses who can help you get a handle on the challenges of
wedding planning!

Amore Dolce Flowers

Clearman’s Steak ‘N Stein

1004 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 726-2222
myamoreflowers.com

9545 E. Whittier Blvd., Pico Rivera, CA 90660
(562) 699-8823 / clearmansrestaurants.com
Featuring an old-world
European charm and a
warm and welcoming
staff, Clearman’s Steak ‘N
Stein in Pico Rivera invites
you to celebrate your
milestone with them. The
restaurant’s ambience is
ideal for rehearsal dinners,
anniversaries, and special
occasions. From crisp
white-linen tablecloths
to elegant chandeliers, a
festive mood is set. Your event is sure to be memorable.

Utilizing only the best blooms, Amore
Dolce is known for unique and elegant
floral arrangements and décor.
Family-owned and –operated, you can
trust them with flowers for your big
day from bouquets for the bride and
bridal party to stunning décor for your
ceremony and reception. They speak
Spanish, Armenian and English.

April’s Cakes

Dejavu Montebello
Photography

519 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 888-0348
Instagram: @theaprilscakes

509 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 691-7268
dejavumontebello.com

Known for their custom cakes
featuring unique flavors such as
piña colada, guava, mango and
orange cream, April’s Cakes excels
at hand-decorated wedding cakes
with precision designs and textures
achieved without the use of fondant.

Let Dejavu Photography capture the
treasured moments of your wedding so
you can always cherish the memories of
that day with beautiful photographs and
videos. With over 14 years of experience
and a professional team, weddings are
their specialty. For quality photography,
videography, and digital albums for your
wedding and other special occasions, you
can count on Dejavu Photography.

BLVD MRKT Accepting Applications for Restaurant Incubator Program
BLVD MRKT, the new food hall to
be built on the corner of Whittier Blvd.
and 6th Street in Downtown Montebello,
is currently accepting applications for its
incubator program.
The new development soon to break
ground will encompass 8,500 square feet
made up of nine micro-kitchens for food
and beverage vendors, indoor-outdoor
seating, and one shared kitchen where
new businesses will be fostered and
developed.
The incubator program is a 24-month
program that provides a shared kitchen
space, workshops, training, coaching,
access to capital, and the ability to grow
a restaurant pop-up or catering business
into a formalized storefront restaurant at

a fraction of the cost.
Accepted applicants will participate
in a four-month, part-time boot camp;
gain access to capital to fund their
start-up restaurant and connections with
highly knowledgeable industry mentors; work out of the BLVD MRKT’s
fully–equipped shared kitchen space
while paying a fraction of the cost in rent
and start-up costs, and receive ongoing
coaching to keep their business on-track
and growing, as well as specialized help
from experts in accounting, marketing,
branding, culinary, etc.
The ideal candidates for the program
will meet the following criteria:
• Owner/founder has a passion for food
• Proven record of commitment and

drive to launch their business (such
as operating pop-ups, catering,
or small events for at least 6–12
months)
• Willingness to incorporate innovation practices to create better food
options
• Aspires to open their own restaurant
and dedicate their time full-time to
making that successful
• Extremely coachable and dedicated to
being successful
• Lives or works in the local Gateway
cities / South/East Los Angeles area
(ideally Montebello)
Interested applicants will need to
complete an online application which
includes a written one-page personal

statement. Additionally, applicants will
be asked to submit up-to-date credit history reports and any form of financial
records for the past 12 months to show
proof of operational history.
If accepted, incubator businesses will
be responsible for a flat-rate monthly
rent, common area maintenance charges
for BLVD MRKT facilities and 10%
revenue share.
To begin the application process, interested parties may fill out an interest
form, now available online at: www.
blvdmrkt.com/incubator. Applicants are
asked to complete this form by February
15, 2019, as program orientation begins
March 30, 2019.  

Mesrobian School and Macy’s Join Forces for ‘Passion for Fashion’
The Armenian Mesrobian Elementary and High School’s Parent Faculty
Club (PFC) will present a “Passion for
Fashion” luncheon and fashion show
fundraising event on Sunday, March
10, at 1:00 p.m. The event will be held
at the elegant Bagramian Hall adjacent
to the Armenian Apostolic Holy Cross
Cathedral located at 900 W. Lincoln
Ave. in Montebello.
“Passion for Fashion” will showcase
spring fashions provided by the Macy’s
store at The Shops at Montebello and
modelled by Mesrobian School’s stu-

dents from the early education program
through high school. Claudia Davis,
personal stylist at Macy’s Montebello,
will be curating the fashion line-up.
In addition to the fashion show, the
event will feature a cocktail hour in the
foyer, music, hors d’oevres, a cash bar,
three-course lunch, and mini-auction.
Special guests of the event will be The
Sasha Project LA’s own Sasha Bogosian, and the fashion show’s mistress of
ceremonies, reporter and news anchor
Jacqueline Sarkissian.
Sponsorship and advertising opportu-

nities are available. Sponsorship perks
include company logos printed on the
step-and-repeat photo backdrop and
projected on screens inside the venue;
ads in the printed event program; and
tickets to the event. The event serves
as a fundraiser to support the Armenian
Mesrobian Elementary and High School
in Pico Rivera.
Established in 1965, the school is fully
accredited from preschool through high
school by the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges and is the nation’s
first Armenian elementary school.The

college preparatory high school curriculum is certified to the University of
California. Mesrobian School includes
Ron and Goharik Gabriel Preschool
(which serves students 2-5 years old),
Elementary, Middle School and a college preparatory high school on the same
campus.
For more information about tickets,
sponsorships or advertising opportunities, please contact Marina Roohinian
at (714) 931-9475. To contact Claudia
Davis, personal stylist at Macy’s Montebello, call (323) 201-2111, ext. 2569.
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M’s Flowers
Montebello

2212 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 727-2952
goldenskewer.net

801 W. Washington Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 728-4604
msflowers.net

Golden Skewer restaurant’s modern
and elegant banquet hall, which can
accommodate over 120 guests, is an
ideal setting for an intimate wedding
reception, rehearsal dinner, bridal
shower, or engagement party. Featuring
full service and a dance floor, your
special event is in good hands with
the restaurant’s catering of high quality
Armenian and Middle Eastern cuisine.

For three generations, familyowned and –operated M’s
Flowers has been designing
stunning wedding florals,
from modern cutting-edge
design to traditional opulence.
They import their own exotic
blooms from around the world
to create their unique floral
masterpieces. Their expert attention to detail and the personal service to
each and every client ensures your wedding will be a dream come true.

Goldex Fine Jewelry

Travel Leaders

2445 W. Whittier Blvd. #201
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 726-7181
goldexjewelry.com

716 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello CA 90640
(323) 263-5165
latravelleaders.com

You’ve found the perfect
person to share your life
with—now you need the
perfect ring! Whether
you’re looking for a new
engagement ring for a
wedding proposal, or
wanting to update an existing ring with a redesign, Goldex Fine Jewelry is an
expert at helping their clients choose that perfect symbol of their love.

Let Travel Leaders
put their experience
and expertise to work
to help you plan your
perfect destination
wedding, honeymoon
and bachelor/
bachelorette party! Their expert agents know the best spots for romance
and fun, with options for almost any budget. Call them for a consultation or
stop by their office for your FREE 60-page Honeymoon/Destination Wedding
Planning Guide.

Heavenly Choice Balloons
Flowers & Events
534 N. Montebello Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 728-2728
heavenlychoice.com
Heavenly Choice offers complete event
packages. A beautiful banquet hall that can
accommodate up to 200 guests complete with
event planning services. With over 35 years of
experience, Heavenly Choice creates trendy,
one-of-a-kind decorations turning your vision into
a special event. Amazing balloons and stunning
centerpieces. Special gifts for the Bride and
Groom plus a great selection of Bachelorette
party games. Join them on February 6th, 8th and
11th for their Valentines Open House 7:00 pm to
9:00 pm. Complimentary Buffet.

Vicky’s Bridal
and Alterations
2300 Beverly Blvd. #206
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 516-6066
Facebook: @vickysbridalandalterations
Turn to Vicky’s Bridal for high-quality
custom design of gowns in any style
for the bride and bridemaids, custommade bridal veils and sashes with
detailed hand beading, tuxedos for
grooms and their groomsmen, and
special occasion dresses for proms,
quinceaneras and First Communion.
Also, Vicky’s specializes in customtailored suits for both men and women.
Special Offer: Save 25% to 35% off ready-to-wear bridal gowns through 3/31/19.

Always Special Perfumes & Gifts Ribbon Cutting
On December 6, 2018, chamber members, friends,
and family gathered to celebrate the ribbon cutting of
Always Special Perfumes & Gifts. Montebello Chamber President/CEO Ani Minasian welcomed the guests
and introduced Mayor Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian, who
presented owners Daniel Navarrete and Alfredo Herrera with a proclamation from the City of Montebello.
Also presenting certificates were Field Rep. Griselda
Ortiz from the Office of Congresswoman Linda San-

chez, Field Rep. Raquel Ramirez from the Office of
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, and Montebello
Chamber Board Chairman Armando Arenas.
Despite the heavy rains that day, inside the boutique,
attendees were impressed by the beautiful gift shop
complete with blue sky ceiling hand-painted by the
owner Daniel and decorated throughout with festive
holiday decorations.
The storefront window dazzled with a magical,

Disney-themed display, and the interior offered a unique
assortment of home and personal accessories for both
men and women, including a large selection of designer
perfumes and colognes, fashion accessories and jewelry,
handbags, wallets, candles, toys, and a colorful Frida
Kahlo collection.
Always Special Perfumes & Gifts is located at 1611
W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello CA 90640, (323) 5300499, alwaysspecialgifts.com.
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City Hosts Holiday Cheer Event

Chief Hosts Annual
Lunch and Toy Drive
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Police Chief Brad Keller and members of the
Montebello Police Department welcomed more
than 200 people to the Chief’s Annual Holiday
Lunch and Toy Drive on December 5th. The
annual event, now in its eighth year, was held at
the Senior Center at Montebello City Park.Those
in attendance were asked to bring a new toy for a
needy child to be distributed at the annual Christmas at the Cannon luncheon.
“It’s events like this that make me proud to be
a part of this community,” said Keller. “I think
we can agree that the holiday season is a time
to be thankful and help those not as blessed as
most of us.”
Keller then shared the financial struggles he and
his family endured as he was growing up and how
the generosity of people like those in the room
helped make his holidays a bit brighter.
At the conclusion of the three-hour event,
several large containers filled with toys had been
collected which will benefit those children in
the Montebello community less fortunate. Other
money raised will benefit the Montebello Police
Activities League (PAAL) and Police Explorers.
The event, which included a visit from Santa
(Ernie Barron) and Mrs. Claus (Jeanne Ramirez),
was spearheaded by Denise Hagopian, Corporal
Scott Howard and Vanessa Padilla, with lunch
donated by Rio’s Pizza.
“I am blessed to have so much,” said one man.
“I am thankful I have the ability to give back and
help those less fortunate.”
Keller went on to thank event sponsors Brewers
Baseball Teams, Chevrolet of Montebello, California Water Service, Tire Pros, Gang Diversion
Task Force, Helms & Hill/Petra Towing, Catering
by Ara, Heavenly Choice, The Prescription Shop,
Montebello Chamber of Commerce, Montebello
Reporter, Montebello Rotary Club, Law Offices
of George Pacheco, Century 21/Teresa Lopez,
NASA Services, Rose Hills, Hawk II Shell Gas
Station, Angry Horse Brewery, Alondra Hot
Wings, Risher Mortuary, M’s Flowers, AMC
Theatres Montebello, BJ’s Pizzeria, AMF Beverly Lanes, Benefits Café, BJ’s Brewery, Shops
at Montebello, Kimberly Ann Cobos, Lucille’s
BBQ, Starbuck’s, and Menchies Frozen Yogurt,
with special thanks to the Central Water District,
Montebello YMCA, Armenian Relief Society,
Wally Tanaka, Patty Barron, Montebello Police
Explorers, PAAL, Citizen’s Patrol, Police Records Department, Recreation and Community
Services, Montebello Golf Course, and senior
center clubs.
“On behalf of the men and women of the Montebello Police Department, we wish everyone a
safe and happy new year,” said Keller. “Thank
you for being here today and for your generosity
to those in our community less fortunate.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Montebello Recreation and Community Services hosted
its fourth Holiday Tree Lighting Cheer Event December
14th at the Cathy Hensel Youth Center. Newly-elected
councilmembers Salvador Melendez, Kimberly Ann Cobos,
and Angie Jimenez were in attendance along with more
than 200 others who joined in the festivities.
“The purpose of the event is to bring the community
together for a few hours of holiday-themed fun, seasonal
music, and the official lighting of our Christmas tree,” said
Jacob Castillo, Community Services Coordinator.
At 7 pm the lights in the gym dimmed, followed a few
seconds later, to the delight of the crowd, by the glow of
hundreds of lights from the 18-foot tree.
Recreation and Community Services staff put together
holiday-themed activities and arts and crafts for kids of
all ages. Montebello Youth Cheerleaders performed and
the Montebello Playschool children sang Christmas carols
for the enjoyment of those in attendance. Craft and food
vendors were on hand and kids waited patiently for the
arrival of Santa Claus.
“This is what the holidays are about - community,
family, and being together,” said Jimenez. “Thank you to
Recreation and Community Services staff and everyone
who worked so hard to put tonight’s event together. I wish
you all a happy holiday.”

“The children singing the Christmas carols were adorable and the cheerleaders were so talented,” said one
woman. “And the tree-lighting was just beautiful.”
“Thank you to everyone here tonight for joining in our
holiday celebration. On behalf of Recreation and Community Services, we wish you a wonderful new year,” said
Director David Sosnowski. “A big thank you to staff for
working so hard to make this event a success.”
“We love these types of community events and want
to have more of them in Montebello,” said Melendez. “I
wish everyone a wonderful holiday season.”

City Completes Phase One of Annual
Concrete and Sidewalk Repair Project
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
A total of 100 locations throughout the City involving
sidewalks, driveways, curbs and/or gutters have been
repaired in phase one of the City’s annual concrete and
sidewalk repairs program conducted by Montebello Public
Works and contractor CEM Construction.
The City is responsible for the maintenance of sidewalks,
curbs and gutters, cross gutters and sidewalk ADA ramps.
On average, the City spends approximately $100,000 per
year on concrete and sidewalk repairs throughout the City.
This fiscal year the City will be spending about $270,000.
As part of the City Capital Improvement Program (CIP),
the City Council allocated funds for these repairs using a
combination of Measure R, Measure M and TDA-3 funds
received from LA County Metro.
“The City has a list of concrete repairs that need to be
made and we work off that list,” said Juan Hernandez,
Street Maintenance Supervisor. “The list is compiled by
city employees identifying areas that need repair and from
residents that call in requesting repairs. We then prioritize
the locations based on greatest need.”
“When the repairs are done, many residents call and/
or thank Public Works staff for the repairs,” said Danilo
Batson, Director of Public Works. “However, the Depart-

ment is only able to accomplish these repairs through the
foresight of the City Council who allocates the necessary
funds for the program.”
“The repairs that were done on my block definitely
enhance the neighborhood,” said one resident. “The crew
was very professional and did a nice job.”
The final phase of the program for fiscal year 2018-19
is scheduled for late Spring 2019.
“We want to thank the Montebello residents for their
patience during this project,” added Hernandez.

MPD Designates Safe Exchange Zone
for Online Marketplace Transactions
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
The Montebello Police Department has designated two
parking stalls in its parking lot as a Safe Exchange Zone
for consumers using online marketplace websites such as
Craigslist, Offer Up and Facebook’s Marketplace. Safe
Exchange Zones are designed to increase safety by offering an alternative exchange site to a retail center parking
lot or a private residence for individuals buying or selling
goods online.

According to Sergeant Marc Marty, “Montebello and
other cities have experienced numerous violent crimes
during private party exchanges where citizens have agreed
to meet in a retail center parking lot or at their home.”
“The two parking stalls, located at 1600 West Beverly
Boulevard, are for individuals to complete their transactions without the fear of being robbed of their property or
money, or the fear of violence,” said Marty.
The designated well-lit parking stalls are clearly marked
for the purpose of safe exchange and may be monitored by
surveillance cameras and/or police personnel at all times.
“We encourage anyone meeting a buyer or seller to take
advantage of the Safe Exchange Zone at the Montebello
Police Department as a safe environment to conduct private
party transactions,” added Chief Brad Keller. “However,
it is always important to exercise caution when meeting
with strangers.”
“The Department’s goal is to provide an environment
where people feel safe to conduct the personal sale of their
items,” added Marty. “If somebody is not willing to come
to a police department to make the exchange, it may not
be a legitimate transaction.”
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Grant
Rea Park
Benefits
from
Community
Cleanup Day
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Even with the threat of rain, members
of the Montebello Youth Leadership Club
(MYLC), Montebello Baseball Association,
Montebello Girls Ponytail Softball League,
Culture and Recreation Commissioner
Henry Fimbres, Montebello Councilman Sal
Melendez and other volunteers assembled
at Grant Rea Park bright and early January
5th as Recreation and Community Services
held its first community cleanup and beautification day event for 2019.
According to director David Sosnowski,
the Department has been spearheading these
events at all City’s parks on a rotating basis.
Along with Recreation and Community Services
staff, volunteers picked up debris, swept, raked,
and painted the picnic tables and canopy.
“Our community takes pride in their parks
and these events showcase that pride,” said
Sosnowski.
“I’m here today because my son plays baseball
in this park,” said one volunteer. “I want it to be
ready for opening day.”
“I’m here because we want to keep our parks
looking nice for everyone to enjoy,” said another
volunteer.

Lt. Calleros Retires
After More Than
28 Years of Service

“It’s always encouraging to see youth and community members working side by side to help
beautify our parks,” said Melendez. “It is events
like these that can bring real changes to our city.
We can all do our part and I’m ready to roll up
my sleeves and get to work with the help of my
community.”
In appreciation for their hard work, the volunteers were treated to lunch.
“Thank you for spending your Saturday morning with us,” said Sosnowski. “We appreciate
your hard work and for wanting to make a positive
difference in your community.”

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Following over 28 years of dedicated service to the Montebello community, Montebello Police Lieutenant
Julio Calleros has retired.
A graduate of Cantwell High School,
Calleros began his career with the Vernon Police Department before joining
the MPD in 1990.
During his career, he has worked as
a patrol officer, training officer, and
upon his promotion to detective, worked in the Narcotics Unit. While
assigned to Narcotics, he worked state and federal cases, testifying as
a court-recognized narcotics expert resulting in thousands of pounds
of narcotics and millions of dollars in drug money being seized.
He has also served in the Gang Unit, and as a homicide investigator. When promoted to the rank of sergeant in 2011, he was
assigned to the Patrol Bureau. In 2012, he began overseeing the
Detective Bureau. Calleros was also instrumental in the establishment of the Department’s Bike Patrol Unit and Police Athletic
League boxing team.
Promoted to lieutenant in 2017, Calleros became a watch commander in the Patrol Bureau. He later transferred to the Detective
Bureau as the officer in charge of investigations.
In 2018, Calleros became an acting captain during a department
transition phase.
“Lieutenant Calleros takes with him over 28 years of institutional
knowledge, but his contributions to the Montebello Police Department and the law enforcement community will live through those
of us that served with him,” said Chief Brad Keller.
During his tenure with the MPD, he was awarded the Medal of
Merit, named Officer of the Month, and twice named Officer of
the Year. He has also received commendations from local, state,
and federal agencies.
“We wish Lieutenant Calleros a long and healthy retirement,”
added Keller. “A retirement that he has definitely earned.”
Over the course of his career, Lieutenant Calleros provided a total
of more than 31 years of safety and security for the communities
of Montebello and Vernon.

Sports Federation Honors City’s
Recreation and Community Services Newton Retires
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
sports programs sponsored by
Following 29-Year
Montebello’s Recreation and
the City and of the hard work
Community Services Departand dedication displayed by our
MPD Career
ment has been awarded both
small group of staff.”
a Golden Shield Award and a
Merit Award B.A.S.E. (Bay
Area/South East Agency) by the
Southern California Municipal
Athletic Federation (SCMAF)
local chapter.
SCMAF is a non-profit organization of recreation professionals from cities, school
districts, industry, and district
agencies servicing ten Southern
California counties. The Golden Shield Award
was presented to the Department, with a Merit
Award presented to Community Services Coordinator Jacob Castillo.
The Golden Shield award was given to the Department for outstanding leadership, committee
involvement in the Federation, which includes
Director of Recreation & Community Services
David Sosnowski as a past board member, performance and responsibilities over and above
normal Federation standards by both Sosnowski
and Castillo, and continual Department involvement in the Federation for at least seven years.
“We were nominated by the Federation for hosting training seminars and meetings for the Federation, as well as skate contests and tournaments
during the 2018 calendar year,” said Sosnowski.
“This award is a reflection of the revival of

According to Sosnowski,
Montebello’s participation in
the Federation has allowed
youth and adults to experience
multi-agency tournaments and
new sports programs, as well as
provide training and workshops
for Department staff.
“I am extremely proud of
Jacob on receiving the Merit
Award and for carrying the
torch in representing Montebello in the Federation,” said Sosnowski.
“The award recognizes not only the passion
and dedication he has for all his tasks as part of
our Department, but for his role on the B.A.S.E.
agency board as well.
“I was totally caught off guard by the award,”
said Castillo. “I am very honored and could not
have done it without my amazing staff.”
The Federation has been a big part of Sosnowski’s career.
“Their support, networking, and training have
helped me tremendously,” he said. “We are excited to be recognized by the Federation.”
The awards were presented at the Federation’s
installation banquet held at Downey’s Rio Hondo
Events Center November 16th.

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
After 29 years of dedicated service
to the Montebello community, Montebello Police Corporal Mark Newton
has retired.
Newton served in the United States
Marine Corps (Reserves) as an aviation firefighter and in the United
States Air Force as a security police officer prior to his career with
the Montebello Police Department (MPD) which began in 1989.
While with MPD, Newton worked as a range master, a field training officer, a detective, and a D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education) instructor at Montebello Intermediate School.
“It’s been an honor for me to serve my entire career with Corporal
Newton,” said Montebello Police Captain Luis Lopez.
“He was my D.A.R.E. teacher and someone you never forget
because he was such an amazing guy,” said a former student.
“Thank you for everything you have done.”
The proud father of three sons all serving in the military, Newton is excited to start a new chapter of his life with his wife of 32
years by his side.
“We thank Corporal Newton for his dedication and service to the
Department and the community,” said Police Chief Brad Keller.
“He will always be a part of the MPD family and we wish him the
best in his future endeavors.”
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Foster Children Enjoy Holiday Fun at Fire Headquarters
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
Again this holiday season, foster children from the
County of Los Angeles Department of Children and
Family Services paid a visit to fire headquarters for a
few hours of holiday-themed activities December 21.
“This is our fourth year hosting the kids and it’s
something we look forward to this time of year,” said
Captain Steve Cox, who spearheaded the event on behalf
of the Department.
The 12 children, aged seven to 12, made ornaments
which they then placed on the Department Christmas
tree. They helped prepare lunch under the direction of
Cox, were given a tour of the station, had fun trying
on the firefighters’ turnout uniforms and gear, and took

turns sliding down the fire pole.
Each child was then presented with a gift that had
been waiting for them under the tree.
“Each gift is selected especially for each child by
firefighters,” said Cox.
All the children seemed delighted as they opened
their gifts, many commenting that it was just what they
had hoped for.
“We always have fun when we come here,” said
one child.
“We enjoy giving back to the kids and we all have a
good time when they come,” said Cox.
Children and Family Services personnel thanked the
Department for giving the kids such a nice day.

“As a newly elected councilmember, I am proud to
be part of a community that works together. Our brave
Montebello firefighters are quick to respond to any call
and also have the warmest hearts. They volunteer and
make time to give back to the kids in our community,”
said Kimberly Ann Cobos.
“I was able to experience their efforts first hand as
they put together gifts, smiles and delicious gourmet
meals. Hats off to Montebello’s finest. We appreciate
you.”
“Our firefighters look forward to this event every
year,” said Fire Chief Fernando Pelaez. “We enjoy
giving back to the community, especially to the kids.”

Snow Falls in City Park

By Anne Donofrio-Holter
In keeping with the spirit of a “white Christmas,” for the past 14 years, on one
special day snow has “fallen” in Montebello. To the delight of the estimated 2,500
visitors, City Park was transformed into a winter wonderland December 8th with
over 35 tons of freshly blown snow.
“In the past, we’ve brought in about 25 tons of snow,” said Crystal Jaimez, Community Services Coordinator. “We increased the amount this year because we added
a special kiddie play area.”
With assistance from Montebello Police and Fire Explorers, visitors throughout
the day slid down a specially constructed snow slide on snow discs while a special
train provided rides
around the park.
“This is a great
turnout. The largest I have ever seen
at this event, and
larger than any other
community event
we have had this
year,” said David
Sosnowski, Director
of Recreation and
Community Services. “Everyone
seems to be having
a great time.”
Craft and food
vendors, bounce
houses, face painting, ugly sweater, trivia and other contests, and a Christmas tree raffle giveaway
were enjoyed by all.
Live music was provided by the Swinging Eight Balls, kids from the Montebello
Cheer program performed, and members of Girl Scout Troop 5031 sang Christmas
carols. Even Santa and Mrs. Claus stopped by.
There was delight on the faces of those children experiencing snow for the first time.
“What a wonderful, family-oriented event,” said one parent.
“We come every year,” said another parent. “This is by far the largest turnout we
have experienced.”
“The City, along with Recreation and Community Services, enjoy bringing this
event to the community,” said Sosnowski. “A big thank you to sponsors Toll Brothers
and Sentinel Peak Resources, and to our recreation staff who always work so hard
to make these events a success.”

HOST to Help Combat
Homelessness in Montebello
By Anne Donofrio-Holter
In an effort to help those living on the streets, Los Angeles County has allocated
$6.6 million to cover the cost of police and sheriff personnel serving on HOST
(Homeless Outreach Services Teams) teams. The Montebello Police Department has
joined this effort and residents may notice officers from Pomona, Monterey Park,
Azusa, Glendora, El Monte, Irwindale, San Gabriel, and Alhambra in Montebello
conducting field interviews and offering resources to the homeless.
“Our goal is to find people that want help and to link them to the resources that are
most suitable to their particular circumstance,” said Montebello Police Sergeant Steve
Sharpe, the Department’s homeless liaison to HOST, San Gabriel Valley Region.
“The HOST teams will probably be in Montebello three to four times a month.”
The Pomona Police Department schedules the field visitations for the Region and
those officers available on any given day have an opportunity to volunteer for the
paid collateral duty assignment. Overtime is paid by the County with no expense to
the City of Montebello.
“HOST teams bring awareness of the resources that may be available to those in
need including shelter and other support,” said Montebello Police Chief Brad Keller.
“Our department is proud to assist in this combined effort with police personnel from
other cities.”
According to Sharpe, the team recently visited several Montebello locations and
spoke with approximately 33 people who accepted information on county resources.
“HOST teams are building relationships with people in need so they have better
access to housing resources, mental and physical support, drug and alcohol abuse
counseling, and much more,” said Sharpe. “By joining forces, HOST teams are able
to make the most impact in our communities.”

— Paid for by the City of Montebello —
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WElcome, new members

April’s Cakes
519 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 888-0348
Instragram: @theaprilscakes
Amore Dolce Flowers
1004 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 726-2222
myamoreflowers.com

Blissful Beauty Salon
864 N. Garfield Ave.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 530-0225
https://www.vagaro.com/
blissfulbeautysalon

L.A. Auto Exchange
7433 Telegraph Road
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 714-1000
laautox.com

Chipotle Mexican Grill
545 N. Montebello Blvd. Suite #B
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 721-1078
chipotle.com

Family Classic Barber Shop
2910 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 837-9824
Facebook: @familyclassicbarbershop

MHDC Classes and
Home Expo to Help
Prospective Homebuyers
The Montebello Housing Development Corporation (MHDC) in collaboration
with the City of Pico Rivera and the National Association of Hispanic Real
Estate Professionals (NAHREP) will be hosting a free Home Expo & Resource
Fair on Saturday, February 23, at Pico Park located at 9528 Beverly Boulevard
in Pico Rivera. The event will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Free
parking is available and lunch will be provided.
The purpose of the Home Expo & Resource Fair is to provide free information, tools and resources for residents of Pico Rivera, Montebello and surrounding communities, who are interested in purchasing their first home or
an income property.
Informative workshops will be available throughout the event in English and
Spanish on topics such as: Down Payment Assistance, Budgeting and Savings,
Estate Planning, Understanding Equity, Home Maintenance, Energy Efficiency,
Disaster Preparedness, Home and Termite Inspection, Predatory Lending and
Fraud Prevention, and more.
In addition, representatives from Rio Hondo America’s Job Center will be
available.
This is an exceptional opportunity to meet industry experts, lenders, real
estate professionals, and other exhibitors to obtain information and resources for
potential first-time home buyers and homeowners. Vendor booth opportunities
are available for businesses related to home buying.
MHDC also offers 12 monthly classes for prospective homebuyers on various topics as part of its Homebuyers Academy program. The free monthly
workshops are held every third Wednesday of the month on topics such as the
ins and outs of buying a home, how to qualify for a mortgage, what to expect
about the process, the roles and responsibilities of being a homeowner, how
much you can afford, and more. Certificates are provided to the attendees who
complete the classes.
For more information about the Homebuyers Academy or the Home Expo &
Resource Fair, contact the MHDC at (323) 722-3955 or log onto their website
at mhdcca.org.

ALA Tax Services
1415 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 490-7022
www.alaservices.org

At That One Shop
7803 Telegraph Road, Suite M
Montebello, CA 90640
(888) 442-5057
atthatoneshop.com

Deja Vu Montebello Photography
509 W. Whittier Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 691-7268
dejavumontebello.com
Sakura Sushi & Roll, Inc.
1228 S. Greenwood Ave.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 725-3920
sakurasushiandroll.com

Your Notary Girl
(323) 690-4002
your-notary-girl.business.site

Meineke Car Care Center
121 E. Whittier Blvd. Unit #A
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 477-1383
meineke.com
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SCE’s New Pricing Plans Could Help Businesses Save Money
As California adopts cleaner energy,
the cost to deliver power throughout
the day is changing. The use of energy
is now less costly during midday and
more costly in the late afternoon and
evening. Southern California Edison will
be rolling out new rate changes which
could help some businesses save on their
utility bills.
All businesses should pay close attention to new on-peak and off-peak
hours to manage their energy usage and
expenses. The new Time-Of-Use periods
and changes to Critical Peak Pricing will
go into effect in March 2019.
The key to reducing costs on the new
Time-Of-Use periods (TOU) is to manage or reduce usage during the highestpriced “On-Peak” hours and, whenever
possible, shift usage to the lower-priced
“Off-Peak” and “Super Off-Peak”

hours. They may already be conserving
their energy use, but by changing when
they use electricity, businesses can maximize their energy savings.
Notable changes are in TOU periods
are: the On-Peak period has moved to
4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on summer weekdays (previously, the On-Peak Period
was 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on summer
weekdays.); a new “Super Off-Peak” period promises the lowest cost for energy
use from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on all
winter days. While previously weekends
were always considered Off-Peak, now
certain times of day and certain seasons
may be considered On-Peak.
Critical Peak Pricing (CPP) for businesses is an optional rate that offers a
discount on summer electricity rates in
exchange for higher prices during 12
CPP event days per year, usually oc-

curring on the hottest summer days. By
reducing your electricity use during CPP
events, you can lower your electric costs
during the summer season—when your
bills are typically the highest.
To help businesses try out CPP without
risk, SCE is providing one full year of
Bill Protection. which guarantees that if
a business pays more during their first
year on CPP, they’ll receive a credit for
the difference.
Businesses can choose to unenroll from
CPP at any time. Keep in mind that if
you unenroll from CPP, you will not
be able to make another change to your
account for at least one year.
“We lowered our electric bill by
enrolling in Critical Peak Pricing and
reducing our energy usage during CPP
event hours,” confirms Paola Bravo,
president and co-owner of S. Bravo

Angry Horse Brewing Celebrates Second Can Release
January 11 marked a milestone moment for Angry Horse
Brewing as the local brewery
celebrated its second can release
with not one, but two different
styles of beers.
Following up on the enthusiastic response to its first can release
of the taproom-favorite, East LA
IPA, the new brews chosen to be
released in canned form were the
Purple AF and The Beast.
Purple AF--a 6.3% ABV,
Saison-inspired ale brewed with
hibiscus flowers—features spicy
farmhouse notes that are mellowed out
by its herbaceous fruitiness.
“It’s a unique beer, that’s easy to drink
and perfect for any occasion,” describes
Angry Horse brewer Nate Sewell.
The Beast, the brewery’s own Belgian
Golden Strong Ale, comes in at 8.5%

ABV, and is spicy and distinctive with a
strong ester profile. The big fruity flavor
and artfully balanced hop character opens
up to warming alcoholic touch.
The Beast debuted as a limited edition
at Los Angeles County Beer Week in
2017, but after many enthusiastic reviews
and being the consumer favorite among

the brewery’s lineup at the Great
American Beer Festival, Angry
Horse decided to continue brewing the popular beer.
“Both beers have been receiving such great feedback since we
debuted them and have become
staples in the taproom. It is exciting to be able to release them simultaneously in cans, since these
styles in particular are something
we know our followers will be
thrilled about,” says President
Nathan McCusker.
Each variety will be sold in
four-packs of 16-ounce cans out of the
taproom and available for distribution
in Los Angeles County. Angry Horse
Brewing is located at 603 W. Whittier
Blvd. in Montebello, (323) 530-0015,
angryhorsebrewing.com.

Systems. “We received $11,300 in incentives in 2014 and nearly $15,000.”
Critical Peak Pricing events can be
called year-round, 12 times every calendar year on non-holiday weekdays
between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. However, CPP events usually occur during
the summer season on the hottest summer days.
CPP events are usually called when
electricity demand peaks due to extreme
or unusual temperature conditions. Other
triggers can include higher energy prices,
electrical emergency alerts issued by the
California Independent System Operator
(CAISO), or an SCE system emergency
that affects local grid operations. On
these days, the costs of energy will
increase during On-Peak demand times
between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
SCE can help you understand how
these changes may impact your operation. Learn more at sce.com/bizratechanges.

Free Energy-Efficient
Upgrades for
Montebello Businesses

Between March 1 and April 30 of this
year, highly-skilled energy efficiency
experts contracted by SCE will be available to evaluate Montebello business
facilities at no charge and to identify
energy-saving opportunities.
With the approval of the business,
the contractor will replace less-efficient
equipment with the program’s more
modern, energy-efficient equipment.
Businesses will use less energy, reduce
their carbon footprint, and lower their
electricity costs.
Installation of recommended energyefficient equipment is fast and efficient,
without any interruption to the business.
To schedule an evaluation, contact
the SCE’s Business Solutions Account
Manager for Montebello: Veronica Diaz,
veronica.diaz@sce.com.

Fremont Elementary Students
Present Hawaiian Christmas Program
On December 17, 2018, Fremont Elementary School held its annual holiday
assembly to celebrate the spirit of the season with students and parents. At
the event, Ms. Fortini’s kindergarten class performed multicultural Hawaiian
song and dance numbers.
In months prior to this assembly, this kindergarten class studied Polynesian
traditions, geography, vocabulary, songs, chants, dances, and food. Additionally, the children learned how to play the different Polynesian instruments.
“My kindergarten class and I enjoyed studying about how other cultures
celebrate holidays and special events. We thought that it would be wonderful
to share what we learned with the student body and parents at Fremont’s annual holiday assembly. It was an exciting and lively educational experience,”
Ms. Fortini said.
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PIH Health Hospital – Whittier Marks 60th Anniversary
From Humble Beginnings to an Integrated Healthcare Delivery Network
January 19, 2019 marked PIH Health
Hospital - Whittier’s 60th anniversary. Since its beginning in 1959 as a
single 188-bed hospital, PIH Health has
evolved into a fully integrated healthcare
delivery system, featuring 722 beds,
more than 6,000 employees and over 700
exceptional physicians serving nearly 2.1
million residents in its service area—a
population larger than 15 individual
U.S. states.
Today, the organization includes PIH
Health Hospital - Whittier, PIH Health
Hospital - Downey, PIH Health Physicians, five urgent care centers, home
health, hospice, and 19 medical offices.
“Our future holds significant promise
as we work strategically and passionately
to offer the latest in medical advances
delivered by knowledgeable and compassionate medical professionals for decades
to come,” said James R. West, president
and chief executive officer (CEO) of
PIH Health.
“The most significant change has been
technology—the world in general has
adopted so many new digital tools and
that has also been true for the healthcare
industry, including PIH Health,” said
Karen Profeta, RN, MSN, PIH Health

Hospital - Whittier interim chief nursing
officer who has worked for the organization for 27 years. “New state-of-the-art
equipment allows for more rapid diagnoses and treatments and has enhanced
communication, teamwork, and collaboration between our physicians and nurses
to improve patient care.”
Additionally, the Whittier campus
is a Top Designated Stroke Receiving
Center in Los Angeles (LA) County,
an LA Country STEMI (ST Elevation
Myocardial Infarctions) Receiving
Center, and an LA County designated
Emergency Department Approved for
Pediatrics (EDAP). In 2005 PIH Health
was designated as one of 11 Disaster
Resource Centers (DRC) located in LA
County and received a $561,500 LA
Disaster Grant.
“Throughout its 60-year history, PIH
Health Hospital - Whittier’s innovation
and ‘Patients First’ vision has fostered
continued improvement of its awardwinning, quality healthcare,” explained
West, who has served as CEO since
2004.
“Whether through electronic records
implementations, new construction, or
through expansion of life-saving ser-

vices, this organization aims to deliver
the very best in healthcare.”
About PIH Health
PIH Health is a nonprofit, regional
healthcare network that serves more
than 2.1 million residents in the Los
Angeles County, Orange County and
San Gabriel Valley region. The fully
integrated network is comprised of PIH
Health Hospital - Whittier and PIH
Health Hospital - Downey and features
19 outpatient medical offices, a multispecialty medical (physician) group, home
healthcare services and hospice care, as
well as heart, cancer, women’s health,
urgent care and emergency services.
The organization is recognized by
Watson Health as one of the nation’s
Top Hospitals, and College of Health-

care Information Management Executives (CHIME) as one of the nation’s
top hospital systems for best practices,
cutting-edge advancements, quality of
care and healthcare technology for both
PIH Health Hospital - Whittier and PIH
Health Hospital - Downey. Healthgrades, the leading online resource for
information about physicians and hospitals, recently honored PIH Health Hospital - Whittier with the 2018 Distinguished
Hospital for Clinical Excellence Award
and for the fourth consecutive year, the
Outstanding Patient Experience Award
(2015-2018). PIH Health invests millions
each year in community education and
free and low-cost services to support
those with the greatest need. For more
information, visit PIHHealth.org.

Follow our blog
on Facebook

George B. Pacheco and Gia L. Pacheco, Attorneys at Law
Family Law
Business
Real Estate
Wills & Trusts
Civil
Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Bankruptcy
Landlord/Tenant
Criminal/DUI

(323) 726-1082
1453 West Beverly Boulevard
Montebello, California 90640

Hablamos Español
www.gbp4law.com
E-mail: general@gbp4law.com
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Changes in Montebello Leadership:
New City Council Members, Manager
An open seat on the city council will be filled next month when voters cast their
ballots at a special election on March 5. The seat was vacated mid-term last year by
previous councilmember Vanessa Delgado when she temporarily filled the role of
State Senator for the 32nd Senate District.
In the recent November election, 10 candidates campaigned for three open seats on
the council. Three frontrunners emerged in the very tight race—Salvador Melendez,
Kimberly Ann Cobos-Cawthorne and Angie Jimenez. The three new councilmembers
were sworn in during a special reorganization ceremony in
December and have since been actively working with Mayor
Pro Tem Jack Hadjinian to address the challenges facing
the city.
Incumbent Art Barajas, who had served on the city council
for nine years, tailed Jimenez by only three votes. Barajas
will be running in the March 5 election along with David
Torres who placed sixth in the November race. Past mayor
and councilmember Vivian Romero, who was also registered
as a candidate, has since
Paul Talbot,
dropped out of the race,
acting city manager however her name will
still appear on the March ballot.
In addition to three new councilmembers, the
City of Montebello has gained a new acting city
manager, Paul Talbot. Talbot, who has formerly
served as the city manager of Monterey Park, as
well as the mayor of Alhambra, has a background
in consulting on business and government development.

Montebello Lions
Roast Honoring
Bill Walters
The Lions Club of Montebello Charities Foundation will hold a roast honoring past District Governor and long-time Lion Bill Walters on Saturday,
March 23, in the south wing of the Montebello
Senior Center, 115 South Taylor Avenue in Montebello. The social hour will begin at 5:00 p.m.,
followed by dinner and program at 6:00 p.m.
Roasters are welcome to register to speak at
the event when reserving their tickets which are
$25 per person when prepaid by March 2. Checks
should be made payable to Lions Club of Montebello Charities Foundation and mailed to: PDG Chris
Ohrmund, 331 Spur Trail, Walnut, CA 91789.
All proceeds from the event will benefit the
Lions Club scholarship fund. The Lions Club of
Montebello Charities is a 501(c)(3) foundation,
#47-4003767.

Wish your ad
was here?

Call (323) 721-1153
or email advertising@
montebellochamber.org!
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