Important dates for Sauk City
Oct. 9, 1766: Jonathan Carver pulls his canoe up on the shore at a Sauk
Village, one of the largest and best Indian villages he ever saw. About
2,000 Sauks lived in the Saukies City.
1767: Chief Pyesa tells his people he has a son, named Ma-ka-tai-me-shekia-kiak or Black Sparrow Hawk because three black sparrow hawks
circled the lodge when he was born at Saukenuk (Rock Island, IL).
This was a sign to his people he was to be a leader.
May 22, 1778: Charles Gautier visits this Sauk village finding it abandoned. This band may have gone to Saukenuk on what is now Rock
Island, IL.
July 21, 1832: The second segment of the trilogy called the Black Hawk
War is fought between Black Hawk’s British Band, the Illinois militia
and Federal Troops at Wisconsin Heights. Black Hawk’s delaying
tactics allow the Sauk to flee downriver, exiting near Spring Green,
the Western Escape, now marked along STH 60 with an historic
marker.
1837: The U.S. government signs a treaty with the Winnebago, taking
away their rights to land in Wisconsin. Although the treaty is ratified
in 1838 by the U.S. Congress, many Winnebago refuse to give up
their lands.
June, 1838: Berry Haney, Solomon Shore and Jonathan Taylor mark
their squatters’ claims on the western shore of the Wisconsin River on
the Great Sauk Prairie. Haney’s claim is near where USH 12 is now;
Taylor was north of Haney and Shore was north of Taylor, the area
which became Upper Town.
Dec. 20, 1838: James Alban moves his family into a cabin he built in a
clump of trees south of the squatters’ claims. It was large enough for
Amanda and three young children plus a boarder, Wm. E. Clark, lawyer specializing in land claims. Alban read the law with Clark. Alban’s family brought civilization to the frontier squatters’ town.
1839: Baron LaHoutan and British author and adventurer Capt. Frederick
Maryatt visit the Lower Wisconsin River Valley. The captain writes,
A Diary in America, selling it broadly in Europe.
March 3, 1839: Cousins, Count Agoston Haraszthy and Charles Halasz,
sailing from Hamburg on board the Sampson, read Maryatt’s book
and decide to find this Wisconsin paradise in the river valley.
July 4, 1839: The first Fourth of July is celebrated on the Great Sauk
Prairie by 25 men, four women, and 3 children gathered in a clearing
in what became Prairie du Sac.

November, 1839: Charles B. Haney is born in the dugout on the west
bank of the Wisconsin River, the first white child born in the area.
July 1840: Haraszthy and Halasz view
the Great Sauk Prairie from the hills
east of the river. Haraszthy dreams of
making wine, the envy of Europe.
With $40, Haraszthy buys Burke
Fairchild’s claim on the east bank,
including a ferry and landings. The
Count then buys supplies in Milwaukee where he meets and partners with
Englishman Robert Bryant to develop the village of Haraszthy. After
buying Haney’s claim with $1,000 of
Bryant’s money, Haraszthy returns
to Milwaukee to recruit Germanspeaking laborers.
1841: Charles O. Baxter plats and surveys the village of Haraszthy.
1842: The Count returns to Hungary and
brings his family, including his elderly parents to his village.
1843: With the federal land survey completed, the land west of the Wisconsin River is offered for sale at the
land office in Mineral Point and the
Count’s father, Charles Haraszthy,
purchases his son’s squatter’s claim
for $1.25 an acre.
1845: Haraszthy expands the claim and
files the first plat of the village. This covers the land from the river,
south of Bates Street and east of Dallas Street. Haraszthy’s business
ventures include: a vineyard, a brick yard, a farm that sold grain to the
Army, a river boat called the Rock River, a general store in Sauk City
and another in Baraboo, a ferry, another farm where he raised sheep,
while he lobbied for statehood .
Dec. 24, 1848: Heavy in debt, the Haraszthy family decides to go to
California where the Count founded the California wine industry at
Buena Vista.
1851: Marcus Warren purchased Haraszthy’s property and becomes the
richest man in the area.

March, 1854: Sauk City was incorporated as a village and still holds that
charter. Simeon Dean, first village president, was also Post Master
and business owner. Sauk City was incorporated to borrow money.
The village sold bonds to build a causeway over the shallow part of
the river to the east bank in Dane County, while also maintaining a
ferry through the main channel on the Sauk County side. Most interpreted this phrasing as building a bridge with a span that would allow
passage of riverboats. Tolls were to pay off the bonds as well as
bridge maintenance and salary for the bridge operator. In the 1850s,
the state did not fund construction of roads or bridges. At this time,
people were still dealing with the impacts of the depression of the
1830s and 1840s.
Autumn 1854: Simeon Dean’s store burned to the ground and several
other buildings were damaged, prompting the organization of the
Sauk City Fire Department in December. This is the oldest organized
volunteer fire department in the state. It has the oldest extant volunteer department firehouse in the state today.
March 2011: Newspaper accounts state that during village construction
projects on land between Water Street and John Adams, one burial
was found in 1905 and five in 1921. Then in 2011, during reconstruction of the parking lot at the above location, archeologist Robert Boszhardt stated it appears the area immediately north of USH 12 and Water Street may be a verified Saukies cemetery. Historic accounts state
between 500 to 2,000 Sauk lived in this area. Based on Boszhardt’s
research and an archeological assessment, the whole village of Sauk
City, “the Great Town of the Saukies,” was recently designated a
state archeological site by the State Historical Society.

Village of Sauk City Architectural Styles
Early Settlement through Civil War
The Dugout (1838 to 1840s)
Squatters came in 1838 to stake claims, digging living-quarters, trenches,
into the river bank above the water level - some a mere 8 x 10 x 4-feet and
others a generous 12 x 14 x 4-feet. They roofed them over with saplings,
leaves, and pine boughs which they covered over with soil for fireproofing. Site of the Haney dug-out, first white dwelling on the Great Sauk
Prairie, was along the river bank in the 900 block of South Water Street,
near the bridge.
Log Cabins (1838 to 1860s)
Log cabins were sometimes built over dug-outs, the dug-outs becoming
cellars, sometimes lined with logs. Usually a cabin was one large room
with either a central fireplace dividing the room or a fireplace on one end
wall. All cabins had at least one door. Some had one window.
Territorial Homes (1840s)
Many territorial homes were built of bricks made in the area. Some of the
Sauk City territorial homes are red brick and others are cream– colored.
These were usually one-story homes with potential sleeping quarters under
the roof eaves. There was no indoor plumbing. They hauled water from a
well and had one- and two-hole privies for daytime use; chamber pots
served at night. Candles and lanterns provided light. Trunks provided
storage instead of closets. About a dozen, all modernized, remain in use in
the village. Some are sided over.
Block and Stack (1840s to 1860s)
Unique to this area, this architectural style was used for homes, barns,
business buildings and churches, many of which still exist and remain in
use. Swiss stone masons specialized in this architectural style. In spring,
limestone was quarried from around the area. Sawn and worked with chisels into rectangular blocks, the stones were fitted together to form a
smooth surface called ashlar. They alternated a stack of flat blocks with an
out-facing flat stone behind which they placed rubble stone. The joints
between the blocks and stacks were filled with raised white mortar.

Federal-style brick building (1700s-1860s)
This was a popular architectural style during America’s early decades. The
entrance and windows are in the side walls with chimneys on the end walls
which rise to the roof peak in stair-step fashion. This style arose amid a
renewed interest in Greek and Roman culture.
Balloon-style architecture: (1840s to present time)
Balloon-style architecture is modern, lightweight framing to support the
roof. Balloon framing is a method of wood construction—also known as
"Chicago construction" in the 19th century. It utilizes long continuous
framing members (studs) that run from sill plate to eave line with intermediate floor structures nailed to them. Before this, barns and homes were
timber-framed, heavy, exposed beams to support the roof.
Brick or stone (late 1860s)
When the Civil War was over, there was a building boom, when the preferred material was brick or stone.
Saltboxes (1850s to 1880s)
Two stories face the street while a sharply pitched roof slopes down in the
back over a one story. Usually there is a central chimney. Originally they
were timber-framed, also known as post and beam construction, and had
clapboard siding.
Italianate Style (1870s)
Italianate styles are distinctive and elegant. They have wide eaves with
brackets, low-pitched or gabled roofs and cupolas on the roof. The may be
“T” or “L” shaped, have verandas or loggias, balustrade balconies, tall
windows with hood molds, usually two stories in clapboard, brick or
stone.
The Victorian Era (1800s)
For homes or commercial structures, this style is known for its gingerbread trim inside and out.
Queen Anne (late 19th to early 20th century)
These have irregular patterns, wrap-around verandas, steeply-pitched multi
-gables, shingle or clapboard siding, hip roofs, round or corner polygonal
turrets.

Walker’s Tour
This walking tour begins and ends at the Sauk City Historic Park,
three blocks north of USH 12 bridge corner. Parking is convenient.
1. The Hahn House: 626 Water St.
The Hahn House, a Sauk City local landmark
and on the National Registry of Historic
Places, is a house museum. Built in 1857, this
house is unique because it has a front door and
a back door. Purchased by Otto Hahn in 1867,
the tar mark above the door shows where Otto
had attached his harness and saddle shop. At
that time the front entry was located by the first window on the
house front. Also at one time, the river came up to the seawall
near the back door. There was no electricity, running water or
indoor plumbing at that time. Members of the Hahn family still
live in the area.

2. The Temporary Building: Riverview Walkway
The Kirschstein Boot Shop is the oldest
temporary building in the community. It may
be the oldest temporary building in the state.
It had been located behind 800 Water Street,
the Marquardt Pharmacy, then closer to the
river. It was a boot shop and later a storage
building. Moved here in 1999, it is now a museum. In the mid 1800s, people routinely
picked up these frame buildings and moved them to other locations, even converting them from residential to commercial use or
the other way around. Now, this little museum is part of community celebrations. On summer weekends, it is an old fashioned
candy shop.
Please note: visitors are welcome to enter the three museums
when docents are on duty.

3. The Schoolhouse Museum: Riverview Walkway
Built in 1910, replacing the one built in 1861,on
land donated by Robert and Mary Seitz along STH
60, the Fair Valley Schoolhouse was moved to the
Historic Park in 2002. It serves as a one-room
schoolhouse museum, classroom, meeting space,
and is rented by community residents.
Cross Water Street and stop at the corner of Polk and
Water Streets. Please stay on the sidewalks when touring.

Please honor the privacy of property owners when touring
4. The Thurner Hospital: 603 Water St.
A block and stack building, a
unique architecture to this area,
the Thurner Hospital was also
known as the Twin City Hospital.
A former blacksmith shop, this
became the home of John and
Catherine Meyer. In 1917, widow
Margaret Stoeffels Thurner, supervised by Dr. J.S. Lalor, turned it into the community’s first hospital with 10 beds. In 1921, the newspaper reported the hospital
provided care for 664 patients. This laid the groundwork for the
Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital.
There are numerous block and stack buildings in Roxbury,
Sauk City, Prairie du Sac and out west of the communities by
the river. There is the Ragatz Church, at the corner of Church
Road and CTH PF and the following within 12 square miles:
three churches, one tavern, one icehouse, one schoolhouse, one
building, one barn, one blacksmith shop and 19 homes – all
Block and Stack buildings. An auto tour map is available at the
Tripp Museum on Water Street in Prairie du Sac.

5. The Jack Meise House: 300 Polk Street:
Block and Stack architecture

Built in 1860, the Jack Meise house
shows the pattern of Block and Stack design. Three stone masons, Caspar Steuber,
Peter Kindschi and John Peter Felix, arrived in this area in 1841 and specialized in
this architectural style. In spring, limestone
was quarried from bluffs in the area, sawn
and worked with chisels into rectangular
blocks, and fitted together to form a
smooth surface called ashlar. The masons
placed rubble behind the stones and filled
the joints between the blocks and stacks
with a strip of raised white mortar.
6. Freethinkers’ Hall and Park: 307 Polk Street
National Historic Registry Site, Sauk County Landmark

In 1848, many political and philosophical refugees left Germany and German
speaking countries to emigrate to America.
They founded the Freie Gemeinde in Sauk
City, a religious assembly in 1852-53. In
1857, Eduard Schroeter, buried in the Sauk
City Cemetery, was its first speaker.
Park Hall was designed by an assembly
member, Alfred Clas, and built in 1884, at a
cost of $3,300, by other members and the
William Dresen, Sr. family. Surrounded by a
park, the hall has a main floor meeting hall with library loft and a
community hall in the basement. The community still gathers here
for music, debate, speakers, programs. During the 1800s, there were
many Free Thought Congregations in the country. Now this is the
only active one remaining in the U.S. The Freethinkers’ Cemetery
on Slotty Road in the town of Honey Creek has a pine grove
planted in 1866. History is recorded in headstones.

Continue one block to Madison Street and turn left (south).
As you walk, look down Jefferson Street at the beautiful
“modern houses”, built in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Enjoy the view.
7. Madison Street School: 713 Madison St.

Education began in this community in frontier times, territorial
days, years before Wisconsin became a state. This was then the
town of Prairie du Sac and an 18 x 24-foot wooden building served
as a school with the first school term lasting four months John Russel was the first teacher. His salary was $24 a month. Eventually,
the Sauk City High School was built on this site for $5,000 in 1892.
Emanuel Philipp graduated from Sauk City High School and
became governor of the state. In 1916, this new two-story brick
building, designed by Alfred Clas and constructed by the Dresens,
was built for $35,000. This was the new mission-style architectural
design.
Turn left, (east or toward the river) at Jackson Street.

8. A Territorial Home: 413 Jackson St.
The little red brick
house on the corner of
Madison and Jackson
streets was built during
frontier times and so is
known as a territorial
home. Bricks were manufactured in the brickyard
owned by Agoston
Haraszthy. When this
house was built, there
were outhouses, pumps for
water in the yard, wood fired stoves, cisterns, root cellars, pantries,
wardrobes and trunks instead of closets. Many families had gardens; they kept chickens, ducks or geese for eggs and meat, cows
for milk and a couple pigs for meat. Look for more red brick buildings in the village.
9. The August Derleth birthplace: 406 Jackson
On Feb. 4, 1909, August Derleth,
future regional writer, was born in this
home. Named to honor his great
grandfather, a blacksmith, wagon
maker, Derleth, the writer, wrote poetry and prose for adults and children.
He wrote about his community, based
his characters on people here, and set
scenes from the places where he hiked.
His Steve and Sim children’s adventure series is based on adventures and imaginings of himself and his friend Hugo Schwenker
who lived at the harness shop.
Be sure to look up the side streets at more of the beautiful,
“modern homes” on Jefferson St.

10. The Buerki House: 302 Jackson St.
John and Pauline Buerki
built this “modernized” Queen
Anne house in 1910, one of
those beautiful cement block
and stucco buildings, this one
with Tudor-style trim. There are
two stories plus an attic, double
gables and wrap around porch.
Inside, there is beautiful dark
woodwork and polished wood floors. The Buerki family owned a
department store in Sauk City. This home remained in the family
until after World War II when it was purchased by the American
Legion and used as a meeting hall and lounge. It is now a restored
private home.
11. The Buro House, 301 Jackson St.
Julius and Lisette Buro began
work on their castle in 1911. They purchased the Frank and Anashia Eiter
house and lot next to the village fire
house for $1,950. They moved the existing house to Roxbury and then hired
mason Chris Fuchs to lay cement
blocks with imitation stone face into a
24 x 34 foot two-story home with a
rounded tower and bay window. Cement block was the newest in building
technology. Fuchs put battlements on
the top of the parapet wall.
The addition to the back of this house was put on 36 years ago
by Ewald “Pete” Blum, a masterful woodworker who pursued this
passion as his hobby. The addition copies the style of the Fauces
Tavern where George Washington gave his Farewell Address.

12. The Sauk City Firehouse/Village Hall:
717 John Adams St.
National Historic Registry Site

The village volunteer fire department was organized in 1854
after a fire that destroyed Simon Dean’s store, a tin shop, Nebel’s
store and home, a cooper’s shop (barrel maker), one barn and four
horses. Charles O. Baxter chaired the organizational meeting. Volunteers were residents, elected officials, and business owners.
The Sauk City Volunteer Fire Company had four departments:
hook and ladder, bucket brigade, engine and rescue and protection.
The Heller engine, No. 1, was the first Sauk City fire engine. The
Grass Premier Fire Truck was produced in Sauk City. The department has restored a 1924 Grass Premier Fire Truck.
They pinched every penny for their purchases of rubber, roundbottomed buckets, ladders, hooks and hose.
When the Civil War broke out, the rescue and protection department known as the Sauk City Rifles, the village militia, and their
brass band, volunteered to serve. The firehouse, a small building in
1859, was rebuilt in 1889. The hose-drying tower was built in 1894.

For some time, this firehouse also served as the village hall.

Volunteers of 1949 and their trucks

13. The Obrecht House: 215 Jackson St.,
Italianate style home

Lumber baron, Charles
Obrecht, built this house in
1876, another one of those
modern beautiful homes. A
two-story Italianate home with
a hipped roof and a widow’s
walk on the ridge line, it
stands three stories tall and
had one of the best views in
the village of the river valley
and the prairie. This was a
popular building style in the
1870s, but new to Sauk City.
From his roof top, Obrecht,
one of the richest people in the
village, could watch for lumber rafts coming down river
and then go down to the river
bank to purchase logs from
the rafters. His lumber yard and office were next to his home. A
planing mill was on John Adams Street. Obrecht was the first business man to have a phone in his office. He also had a lumberyard in
Prairie du Sac.

Continue your walk east to Water Street. On the corner to
your left is 101 Jackson St., your next site.

14. Corner filled with history: 101 Jackson St.
Casper Homberger built a Greek Revival style building with
the business below
and living quarters
above. The way the
building looks now is
not how it looked
when it was built.
Homberger kept a
store. Julius Buro
bought the building
in 1882 and for 40
years, operated Tivoli Halle, named after
a garden and amusement park in Denmark. The place was elegant,
friendly and comfortable. Buro served lunches and ice cream with
gemuethlichkeit or gracious and pleasant hospitality.
15. Marquardt’s Drug Store: 800 Water St.
August Marquardt built
the Corner Drug Store in
1911. He had become a pharmacist at age 18, and in 1914,
he became the first pharmacist in the village to have a
phone. The two-story brick
store had living quarters upstairs and his pharmacy with
a soda fountain downstairs.
An avid reader, Marquardt
also established a lending library in his store and especially encouraged youngsters to read. Check out the metal hand rail in front of
the store. Notice the symbol for prescriptions. The little temporary
building languished behind this big, red brick building for 90 years
before being moved to the historic park.

16. The State Bank: 801 Water Street
The State Bank, organized in
1906, and built in 1913, features the
Classical Revival style . It looked
substantial to help people believe it
was a safe place to put their money.
The building housed numerous
businesses. It is now the office of
the Sauk Prairie Star, a newspaper
with a history going back to 1848.
In December 1933, this bank
was robbed by two gun-wielding
Depression-era thugs. After ordering the employees and customers
into the bank vault and telling them
not to set off the alarm, they fled in
a Ford V-8 Coach. John Buerki
sounded the alarm, villagers rushed to their rescue and reported the
robbery. After fleeing through Dane and Jefferson counties, stealing
cars and wounding two, the thugs were arrested in Milwaukee and
convicted. Insurance covered the bank loss. The bank covered all its
accounts during the Depression but closed in 1935. From this site,
editor Leroy Gore ran the Joe Must Go campaign.

Continue your walk north on Water Street. Look across the
street for the next site in your book.

17. The Eagle House: Sauk City Hotel
740 Water Street

This is the Eagle House built in 1888 by Mathias Huerth. It had
all the latest conveniences: an Edison phonograph or talking machine, and an ice box, proudly displayed as the largest and most
beautiful in the area. Like many buildings on Water Street and
homes in both villages, it was built by Dresen Brothers. Behind the
Eagle House was a stable where people could keep their horses
while their owners dined. The horses were watered at the river.
There was also a grove of trees where people sat under the trees
during the summer. Here they played cards.
After 40 years, Huerth sold to John Hausladen who remodeled
and refurnished the hotel in 1927, opening on April 1. He had two
refrigerator ice machines to serve cold drinks. In 1930, the name
was changed to the Sauk City Hotel.
John Beinvogl bought the building in 1938. He had 12 hotel
rooms, a bar and a dining room. In 1940, he put the rock on the
front of the building, Baraboo quartzite, hand-selected from the
bluffs. At that time, a traveling salesman could rent a room, have
dinner and a couple glasses of beer for $2. Rooms were $1 a night.
A steak dinner was 80 cents. Beer was 10 cents a glass.
Because there was no place in Sauk City large enough for
dances, weddings and large celebrations, people had to drive out to
Denzer, Fish Lake and Roxbury. Beinvogl opened Riverview Ballroom on Aug. 5, 1942 with Steve Swedish and his 12-piece orchestra playing at the grand opening.

The ballroom could accommodate 400 people. Saturday night
dance tickets cost 25 cents. During WW II, the restaurant and ballroom was much appreciated by the Badger Ordnance Works employees. Entertainers came from across the country came to the
Riverview Ballroom: Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, Glenn Miller,
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Lionel Hampton, Lawrence Welk, Tiny
Hill, Harry James and, from Milwaukee came Don Pearcy, The
Plain Hot Shots, Six Fat Dutchmen, Vern Meisner, Cousin Fuzzy
and Howie Sturtz. Political and social history was made because of
the love of music. People packed the place into the 1960s.
Zieglers took over in 1967. In 1979, under ownership of
Gordon and Kay Culver and Doug Shinker, the name was changed
to the Waterfront. Music shifted to country, rock and old time, but
family and community celebrations continued.

Fine horses were always proudly displayed, especially on stock
day. Farmers challenged each other with their fine pulling teams
right on the dirt street near the depot. Then they took their horses to
the livery behind the Eagle House and enjoyed a meal.
Walk north toward the three little museums. There are significant
buildings on both sides of the street.

18. The Astor House: 716 Water St.

The 1880 History of Sauk
County states a three-story, federal-style, brick Astor House was
built at 924 South Water Street in
1850-51. It was the first stagecoach stop, a tavern. The name
and business, not the building,
moved to its new location at 716
Water St. in the late 1860s. Often,
taverns were named after the nations’ first millionaire, John Jacob
Astor. He made his money in the fur trade.
At its new location, the Astor House had a Bier Garten out
back, the business on the main floor and residence upstairs. English
-style American taverns catered to stagecoach passengers who
needed a place to stop, rest, refresh and eat. Not a saloon or hotel,
it was just a stop along the way. Such taverns disappeared by the
late-1800s. Trains moved people faster, more hotels were built, and
saloons satisfied the local trade.
19. The Bottling Works: 708 Water St.
Paul Leinenkugel established the
Riverside Bottling Works in 1901;
Leinenkugel bottled beer and soda. He
then sold the company to Albert Guetskow in 1914 who built the two-story
building at 708 Water Street and moved
the bottling works to the street level
portion of this new building. Living
quarters are upstairs. During Prohibition, he bottled Sundrop pop. Celo Bottling was owned and last operated by
George and Thelma Koehler. This
building was always a bottling works.

20, 21, 22: Little historic buildings: 735, 731, 725 Water St.
At 735 Water Street stands the Naffz building, built in 1869. It remained in the Naffz family until 1950. It was a general store, real
estate office, insurance, money lender and travel service. Naffz
wrote letters for those who could not and provided service to numerous immigrants and villagers who wanted to return to their
homeland for visits. By 1950 it was the Curtin Law Office.
Next door, at 731 Water Street, is the Schwenker Harness shop,
originally built in 1866 by Christian Schumm. Harmonie Halle, a
tavern, was on the street level and the family lived above. Under
Conrad Jaeger’s ownership, the building was a general store and
then a grain and livestock office. In 1911, William Schwenker
bought the building and refitted it as a harness shop.
His son, Hugo, was also a harness maker, but as autos, trucks
and tractors became more popular, he refitted the shop for cabinet
making and added a piano. Hugo and August Derleth gathered with
close friends regularly around the pot belly stove to talk politics,
make music and sing.
On the small lot at 725 Water Street, Carl Ferdinand Schlungbaum built a small brick home where he and his wife, Louisa,
raised four children with the sleeping quarters upstairs. In recent
years, this building was a dressmaker’s shop, a photography studio
and is now the office of the Sauk Prairie Eagle. Our small

community has two weekly newspapers.
Behind this building is a common Concord grape vine, unique
because it was planted more than 100 years ago. Beside this brick
building was once a garden composed of native plants, many now
threatened or endangered, that Schwenker and Derleth brought back
from their many walks observing the seasons in the surrounding
hills and fields.
23. The Halasz House: 717 Water St.
National Historic Registry Site

Charles Halasz arrived with his cousin, Count Agoston Haraszthy to this area in 1840 among the first settlers at Sauk City.
Charles was the “Squire”, a dignified entrepreneurial man. Anticipating building materials would be needed in a growing community, Halasz got into the lumber business. When he married Emma
Rendtorff, he built a onestory brick house in 1861. In
time, a two-story addition
was constructed adjacent to
the smaller home.
This is an example of
pioneer craftsmanship.
Charles and Emma gave this
house to their daughter Bertha. She married Paul Lachmund who took over her
father’s lumber company.
Lachmund family members
lived in this house until 1944
when the house was sold to
William Spellman who made
it into three apartments.

24. Dresen Furniture and Funeral Parlor;
Schadde’s Photography Studio: 707 Water St.

Upon retiring from the construction business, William Dresen,
founder of the Dresen family lumber and construction company,
established a funeral service in the 1860s at the request of his
neighbors. He was making furniture and they wanted him to make
coffins.
In those times, wakes were often done at home, but it was common for the furniture store to host some wakes. The furniture maker
had tools to make coffins, as well as display space for a number of
chairs, tables and couches. This was an ideal setting where people
could come to pay their respects.
Part of the building was a photography studio. Photography
was introduced to this country during the Civil War. Soldiers had
their portraits taken for the families they left behind. After the Civil
War, photography continued to be popular.
Peter Joseph Schadde opened his photography studio in 1868,
offering the one cent photograph. It was about the size of a postage
stamp. It actually did cost a penny. He also sold cigars, notions and
fancy goods, and trained some apprentices in photography - his
sons Alvin and Herman, Hugo Buchenau and August Becker.
Schadde and Becker took many of the now historic photos of the
village.

25. Blumberg’s Electric Theater: 634 Water Street
This two-story building was built in 1895 by Andrew Kahn. It had a
hardware store on the first floor and a plumbing shop in the basement.
Three fraternal lodges, needing a meeting hall, rented the upper floor.
David and Jacob Blumberg bought the building in 1911. They had a clothing and dry goods store on the first floor and there was a laundry in the
basement.
On the second floor, they installed their new motion picture machine
and operated the electric theater. The equipment projected a flickering
image on a screen. The projector was powered by a gasoline generator in
the basement.
There were two shows three times a week and Saturday evenings there
was one show at 7:30 p.m. with the second following. Every fourth week a
dance followed the movie. Admission for the first show was 10 cents and
5 cents for the second. A dance admission was 35 cents.
Eventually, the equipment was sold. People who wanted to see Charlie
Chaplin and Douglas Fairbanks flicks had to go to the Bonham Theater in
Prairie du Sac. The Henry family at the Bonham still show first run flicks
on three screens. Parking is free on village streets and lots.

Continue on your walk by crossing the street to Van Buren Street.
Walk down Van Buren Street one block for the next house on the
Walk. More great homes to see. Enjoy!

26. The Dresen House: 200 Van Buren Street
Called the Dresen House, located at 200 Van Buren Street, it was
originally designed and built by the Dresen Brothers Lumber Company of
Sauk City. Built in 1903, this home was the residence of Frank Dresen,
one of the 7 Dresen brothers. Brother, Joe Dresen, the main architect for
the lumber company, designed this home. This American 4 Square style
home was designed and built in many variations throughout the Village of
Sauk City.
From the 1870s on, virtually every building project of note in Sauk
City was a Dresen project. An incomplete list would include: the public
schools of 1892 and 1916, the Catholic schools of 1934 and 1957; the
Evangelical Church; the Freethinkers’ Hall; the grain elevator; the creamery and the cannery; several remodelings of the Sauk City Brewery, the
nearly total rebuilding of the east 800 Block of Water that took place in
the 1890s and 1900s; both State Banks, and other commercial buildings on
the west side of 800 Water; and nearly all the ‘beautiful’ homes constructed between 1900 and World War I.
To put it simply and directly, the Dresen family built Sauk City. No
family has literally left more of a mark on the village than the Dresens.

27. 214 Van Buren Street
The Queen Anne is the most elaborate and the most eccentric of the
Victorian style homes. The Queen Anne style, rich and varied in ornamentation and form, was wildly popular after its introduction in America
at the 1876 Exposition in Philadelphia. Taking its name from the reign of
an eighteenth century English Queen, the style was brought to America by
the British government.
Queen Anne style houses were built throughout the country from
roughly 1890 to 1910. The style caught on quickly, in part because woodworking mills could mass-produce turned porch posts, moldings and other
trimmings.
Although this Queen Anne has been “modernized”, Queen Anne style
houses are composed of a number of parts, including towers, dormers, bay
windows, and corbelled chimneys. Wall surfaces such as coursed shingles,
clapboards, and inset panels of sawn wooden ornaments are combined
with irregular roof lines and decorative wrap-around porches. Windows
may include small square or diamond panes, and the more typically 2/2
double-hung sash.

28. 306 Van Buren Street
A Territorial Home of Haraszthy Town
Among the special qualities of Sauk City, the oldest incorporated village in the state, are the several territorial homes – pre-1848 buildings.
306 Van Buren, now listed in the Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory is a territorial home. This territorial home is constructed of brick,
most likely made in the Haraszthy brickyard in the 1840s – the first village
business. It is described as a vernacular-style, side-gabled house with
Greek revival-style references, classical moldings and a half-basement
kitchen. Sauk County’s first surveyor Wm. H. Canfield certified Lot 6,
Block 29 as correct on April 19, 1845. This lot was part of the original
plat of Haraszthy Town registered with Sauk County Justice of the Peace
Charles O. Baxter on April 26, 1845. Burke and Sarah Fairchild’s squatter’s claim, 48 ½ acres “more or less according to the United States survey,” was part of that plat. From 1845 to 1969, land records show property owners to be Agoston Haraszthy, Philip Steuber, Heinrich Harter,
John Wiesand, John Gaber, John Williams, Theresa Williams, Irene Lemm
and Dorothy Jasper. Otto Hahn was witness to one deed transfer. Charles
Naffz and J. Stevens Tripp served as notary for this property’s documents.

29. 313-315 Van Buren Street
The earliest record of this stately brick home is dated 1874 when Lots 7
& 8, block 38 were sold to John Ferber. The records also show owners
were George and Louisa Ferber , Alexander and Marian Ferber, Henry
Ferber, and finally Margaret and Barth Capritz transferring to Andrew
Williams. Of the Ferbers, Alex Ferber is renown in Sauk City history as
the owner of the restaurant at 843 Water Street which he purchased from
Oscar Wilhelm in 1920, were he sold the new popular Butterkist popcorn
and Schoep’s Homemade Ice Cream, which was founded by Sauk City
boy E.J. Schoephoerster. In 1921, Andrew Williams sold lot 8 but kept lot
7. In 1939, the Estate of Andrew Williams deeded the property to the
Farmers & Citizen Bank to settle a debt of $1,600. In a recent remodeling
of the bathroom, the current homeowners found hidden in the studded
walls, a note stuffed in a bottle with the history of the home since 1940.
In part, it states: “This house was bought from the Farmers & Citzens
Bank by A.E. Von Wald and wife Else Becker Von Wald. It formerly
belonged to Andrew Williams & Family. The Von Walds had 3 children.
We remodeled this house in 1940 into 2 apartments and a duplex in which
lived Miss Elizabeth Billings and Thomas Hill and wife (newlyweds were
our first tenants.)”
Thank you for taking a walk around our historic neighborhoods.
The Wheels Tour follows.

WHEELS
TOUR
Learn about Sauk City History

The Wheels Tour
Starting from the Historic Park, head south on Water Street
30, 31, 32.
Buildings packed
with history
803-805 Water St.,
809 Water St.
South of the State
Bank there was a hardware store in 1921. It
became Hall’s Drug
store in 1937 and
remained so for two
generations.
South of the drug
store was Kirschner’s
Meat Market, known
for Sauk City Bologna
and still available at Wyttenbach Meats in Prairie du Sac. The
smoke house was in the rear of the store.
At 809 Water Street, Joseph Heller kept his store. Heller kept
torches in his basement and loaned them out for torchlight processions to all who asked - Republicans, Democrats and Progressives.
They celebrated election results and the end of the Civil War with
impromptu evening torchlight parades. All parades ended at the
Liberty Pole Triangle also on this tour. Because of his memories of
fires in his homeland, Heller not only had Clas design and build his
stone store, Heller built and donated a fire engine to the volunteer
fire department. This was a hand-operated fire engine. Heller was
made the captain of the new engine company.
The Heller Building is now the Press Box, and the Sauk City
Fire Department still has the Heller engine.

33. The Northwest Corner lot : 105 Phillips Blvd.
The first Balloon-style house on the prairie

Although no longer on the northwest corner where the Auto
Specialist shop is today, this house, now a multi-family apartment,
remains in the village. This, the first balloon-style building on the
west bank of the Wisconsin, greeted those coming to the village in
the 1840s. More than likely, with Robert Bryant’s money, Agoston
Haraszthy had this frame house built in 1841 in view of the ferry
landing. Everyone approaching the village from the east was impressed with this classical-revival, plantation-style building. It rose
out of the prairie with four white columns, from ground level to
roof line.
Offered by the Town of Haraszthy as the site of the future Sauk
County Seat in 1842, it was rejected for the Upper Town’s offer of
land. But Levi Moore, county seat committee member from the village of Adams, took exception to the statements indicating if the
county seat were to be removed from this site, the land and improvements would revert to the previous owners. Over cries of foul
intentions, a vote was taken and Adams, now Baraboo, became the
county seat. Marcus Warren bought the building, using it for a store
and living quarters.
Charles “Carl” Deininger, naturalist and ornithologist,
bought the house and made it an ornithological museum which he
offered to the village. Deep in debt because of the bridge, they rejected his offer. The outstanding collection went to Baraboo. Eventually, the house was moved to 416 Franklin St.

34. Meise and Blankenheim Buildings: 837-841 Water St.
Local Landmark sites

The two restored buildings on the northwest corner of Water
Street and USH 12 once housed living quarters, a dance hall, the
village offices and numerous businesses. Among past businesses
were Stub Lang’s soda fountain and sandwich shop, a business purchased from Doc and Shimmel Coenan. Matthew Meise also operated a bakery from 1921 until his retirement in 1948 when he sold
to baker John Winiger who operated the bakery until 1976. People
still recall the great aroma of the Water Street bakeries.
The “Blankenheim building,” the brick building, shares a party
wall with the “Meise” building. There was room for two commercial businesses on the street level. The tallest building in the village
at the time, it had a dance hall on the second floor with 11-foot ceilings and six large windows overlooking Water Street. Above the
dance hall was an attic for storage. One of the street level businesses was a barber shop. At one time, the street level area housed
the Royal Blue Grocery and the J & T Superette. The second floor
became apartments with three windows bricked in. In 1963
Blankenheims sold to Linus Roos who ran a restaurant until he relocated to Portage and opened the Blankenhaus Restaurant. Roos sold
to Jerome Lochner whose brother Victor operated a plumbing and
heating business out of the space.

35. The Penguin: 836 Water St.
The little red brick building on the southeast side of Water
Street has been known for years as the Penguin. It was Tollie’s Restaurant in the late 1920s and early 1930’s when President Herbert
Hoover stopped to eat lunch one day before heading north on a
Wisconsin fishing trip. An IGA grocery clerk, placing a box of groceries in a customer’s car, recognized the president. Shimmel Coenan stuck out his hand and said, “Hello, Mr. President.” The President shook the hand of the boy in a butcher’s apron, tipped his hat
and went next door to Ziemke’s jewelry store to buy something for
his wife. Ziemke’s is now the Mexican Restaurant. The vault is still
there. Local lore says Barack Obama stopped at the little red brick
shop to ask for directions in recent years.
36. The Bridge Corner— as it is known since the 1850s
In 1838, teamsters Thomas Sanser and James Ensminger, hired
by fellow teamster Barry Haney, constructed a 12 x 16 x 1-foot dug
-out in the river bank on the southeast corner, convinced that the
Winnebago, who did not accept the treaty of 1837, could not burn
them out.
This was the first white dwelling in what became Sauk City.
Burke Fairchild established the first ferry to cross the Wisconsin
with a landing near the dugout. He later sold his ferry to Agoston
Haraszthy.

Photo courtesy of the Sauk County Historical Society.

Ferries were poled barges capable of carrying passengers, wagons, even livestock. Burke Fairchild sold his ferry business to
Agoston Haraszthy in 1840. The ferry had drawbacks. Not only did
it require fees for use - nickels, dimes and quarters - it did not operate in winter. So, as the population grew, there was more talk about
building a bridge. But bridges not only required huge construction
funds, there would be the ongoing maintenance. In the 1850s, the
state required charters from communities to sell bonds to secure
land rights and raise funds to build bridges and roads. In the late
1830s and 1840s, there was a depression, making it difficult to sell
bonds or shares.
There was also a rivalry between the twin villages along the
river. Both wanted to be the first to build a bridge. Prairie du Sac
obtained a charter in the 1840s, during the depression. They began
construction in the fall of 1850, only the ice and spring freshet
(floods) destroyed that bridge. In 1851 they tried again, building on
stone foundations. That bridge cost $1,500 to build. Tolls were to
cover maintenance and bridge tender fees. Fees and tolls were unpopular. Here toll bridges never made expenses.

The bridge tender collected fees, kept order, minded bridge condition, and operated the swing span for passage of river boats. In
1860 Sauk City completed its first bridge. Now both villages had a
bridge and neither community collected enough funds for on-going
expenses. But the state did not fund bridge building which is why
Adrian Becker, the bridge tender, also worked as a shoemaker and
bartender. He and his family lived in a house by the bridge. The
second house built for the Beckers was relocated to 922 Franklin
Street in 1921 and is still there.
Rail came in 1880 and river boats ceased. There were no more
swing spans. Now village rail would become a multi-use trail.
New bridges had to be built. Sauk City’s bridges moved mere
yards from previous locations. The 1922 toll-free bridge was designed by internationally known architect and native son, Alfred
Clas. Both the 1960 bridge and the current bridge are dedicated to
native son and regional writer, August Derleth.

Toll Bridge Tender’s home now at 922 Franklin Street

South Water Street; the Old South Side Business District
Berry Haney, employed by the Ab Nichols freight agency, eyed
the land on the west bank of the Wisconsin River every time he
drove his team along the east bank. He dreamed of planting corn on
the old Sauk beds in Indian territory. But until there was a treaty
with the Winnebago (Ho-Chunk), he did not dare.
When he got word a treaty was ratified by the U.S. Congress,
he secured a skiff from Fort Winnebago and crossed the river with
fellow teamsters Jonathan Taylor and Solomon Shore to stake
squatters’ claims on the west bank.
In 1838, after the regular spring flood, Haney returned with
Sanser and Ensminger to plant 10 acres of Haney’s corn and defend
it. The corn grew. Other squatters arrived including Haraszthy in
1840. By 1848 there were cabins, brick makers, lumber yards,
blacksmiths, tinsmiths, harness and saddle makers, wagon makers,
farmers, butchers, bakers, milliners, cigar makers, saloonists, brewers, brick houses, sawyers, planers, livery operators, a druggist,
shopkeepers — and a business district with streets wide enough to
turn teams of horses or yokes of oxen pulling large freight wagons.
They voted to become Sauk County and were wrangling with the
Upper Town to be the new county seat. But because of a disagreement over wording the village of Prairie du Sac placed in their
property agreement, the men of Sauk City voted with Adams
(Baraboo), which is why the county seat is in Baraboo.

Water Street, 1900, with hitching rails, street lights and wagons

37. Obrecht’s Brick Store: 910 Water St.
The first building on the corner is Christian Obrecht’s brick
store, a classic Federal style
structure. Built in 1859, it is the
longest surviving and possibly
the most significant building in
the village. The two-story brick
structure had a shop in the cellar,
a store on the first floor, and living quarters above.
Obrecht began making a
living in the village with his
Swiss store, lumber office and by selling liquor to the rafters. Additions were made over the years, expanding and wrapping around the
building. Many businesses occupied this structure over the years.
Now owned by the Haselwander family, it features a 1950s bowling
alley.

Haraszthy’s brick yard.. One of
Sauk City’s first businesses.

Stories from the Old South Side Business District
The Sauk City Rebellion
In order to get his town built, Haraszthy recruited a
number of German-speaking immigrants from Milwaukee to
dig the roads, quarry stone, cut trees for lumber and build
temporary buildings in which entrepreneurs and dreamers
could incubate their businesses. Those buildings had prefabricated walls and could be moved whole or in sections to new
lots as established businesses built substantial shops; the Boot
Shop in the historic park is an example. The laborers worked
hard from sunrise to sunset, and, therefore, relished meals.
The laborers had a bunk house with dining hall below.
One day they began to grumble about the menu, pork and potatoes for breakfast, dinner and supper. Riled, they outfitted
themselves with assorted gear for clang-banging, they
marched the dirt street, chanting “Pork and potatoes for breakfast! Pork and potatoes for dinner! Pork and potatoes for supper!” The racket echoed up and down the river. When their
dinner bell rang early; they filed in to tables filled with pies,
cakes and cookies, as well as pork and potatoes. The rebellion
was over.
The Battle of Sauk City
In the late 1800s, when logging became a big operation in northern pineries and loggers rode their rafts on the
Wisconsin after ice break, they pulled up near the ferry landing in Sauk City. With their winter pay in their pockets, they
came ashore looking for food, beverages and carousing. They
caroused so much that German shopkeepers, tired of their
shops being wrecked and their women and children threatened, brought their bats out from behind their counters and
cracked heads. This was the famous Battle of Sauk City, decisively won by the shopkeepers.

38. Cunradi’s Drug Store: 922 South Water St.
In 1848, Edmund Rendtorff bought this apothecary business
from Charles Haraszthy, the first village druggist.
Before 1851, Rendtorff formed a partnership with Robert Cunradi, a 48er, a German political refugee and a trained druggist. They
had a friendly parting in 1873 and Cunradi continued building the
business.
Volunteers took a stand on the roof of this building during the
fire of 1877, putting down the flames that destroyed many South
Side Business District properties. When Cunradi’s health was failing he sold the business, not the building to a pharmacy graduate,
August Marquardt, who married Cunradi’s daughter Emma.
Marquardt remodeled the store in 1900. But because of the 1877
fire, many of the other businesses had moved north of the bridge
corner. So he purchased on the northwest corner at 800 Water St.
and built his red brick drugstore with living quarters above.
Turn right on Carolina Street. The little triangle of land
was once larger. Before the fire, this was the heart of the community. Stop and look about. Enjoy the stories.

39. Liberty Pole Triangle: Local Landmark
The Liberty Pole is visible on the 1870 birds-eye map.
The small triangle of land at the corners of Carolina, S. Water
and John Adams Streets was once a large village green, a custom
brought from England. This is where the family cow could be
grazed, children played and the militia drilled. Here were community ceremonies, concerts and announcements. There was always a
tall pole for a rallying point. The Liberty Pole symbolized national
freedom and personal liberty.
In the 1840s, while the village was growing and organizing,
there was a volunteer militia. Many were German speakers who had
military experience from their European home countries. They volunteered to search for the lost, rescue people from the elements or
stalk bears and rogues. By the 1860’s they were known as The Sauk
City Rifles, a sharp shooter unit, recognized in Baraboo and Madison. They wore gray and green uniforms with rifles issued by the
governor.
Men of the Sauk City Rifles drilled regularly near the Liberty
Pole. They were the pride of the community.

In March of 1854, the village of Sauk City was incorporated
and, because of a fire, in December of 1854, the village volunteer
fire department was also formed. The corps had four companies,
engine, bucket brigade, hook and ladder, and rescue and protection.
The latter was, of course, was the village militia.
From the 1830s and into the 1860s, the nation suffered with a
depression. Then, on April 12, 1861, a rider from the Mazomanie
train depot rode into the village of Sauk City to read a telegraph
message at the village green: “Fort Sumter, bombarded by the Confederates, surrendered.” Soon Wisconsin Gov. Alexander Randall
called up volunteers, raising 18 regiments, 10 artillery batteries and
three cavalry units, exceeding the state’s quota with 3,232 men.
L.: Moritz Ganser,
town of Roxbury.
R.: Civil War Vet
Conrad Kuoni lost his
leg. His son Arthur
died in WWI.

The entire Sauk
City Rifle militia
volunteered with
their brass band,
posing cause to dissolve the volunteer fire department, but that vote failed. On a September
evening in 1861, the volunteers of Co. D of the Ninth Wisconsin
Infantry gathered at the Liberty Pole with neighbors, friends and
family for ceremonies, music, dancing, prayers and food. The following morning, escorted by 58 wagons, they left Sauk City for
Camp Randall. They served their initial 90 days and, for the duration of the Civil War, reenlisted, continuing to serve in units that
suffered losses. Their names can be found in at least 50 different
military units. Volunteers from this area served in the Iron Brigade
and were in the Battle of Newtonia in Missouri.

The annual Father’s Day
Weekend Civil War Encampment at August Derleth Park features: skirmishes, demonstrations,
period music, quilt displays, scavenger hunt, the
taste of time, storytelling,
camp surgeons and
Union and Rebel camps.
40. 1100 Water Street : The Nebel Mill

So many stories of Sauk City can be told right here at 1100
Water St. Part of the original Haraszthy-Bryant holdings, was the
anchoring site for the river ferry that the Count inaugurated in 1844.
Until the bridge was built in 1860, this was a very busy place.
The ferry service carried pedestrians by skiff and a barge for
horses and wagons. In spring, when the river was in full flood, the
ferry landing was an anchoring point for lumber rafts heading down
the Wisconsin. It was
reported, as many as
150 lumber rafts a day
came down the river.
In 1864, the site was
sold to William and
Mary Nebel who put up
a 3 story stone building.
The Nebels intended to
use it as a water powered
grain mill. However, it
never happened. People called it “The Mill” because it looked like
a mill. Over the years, it was used as a warehouse for lumber and
in 1899 became the bottling works for the Sauk City Brewery. The
bottling works was sold in 1914. In 1941 Earl McFarlane purchased the building and altered the building to have a “modern”
1940’s look. Turn back to Hwy 12-Turn left on Phillips Blvd.

41. Bohnsack Wagon Works-Westside Dairy/ Leystra’s Venture:
200 Phillip’s Blvd.

Well-built wagons, sturdy yet not too heavy to labor a team of
horses, was a necessity in settlement communities. From Charles
Bohnsack and Son Wagon Works, many wagons, sleds and buggies
were built. After 50 years of wagon-making, Charles, his sons
preceding him in death, sold to Fred Hussel and Joseph Meyer in
1902. Not foreseeing automobiles and trucks would replace wagons, sleighs and buggies, they continued a while before going into
repairing farm equipment.
In 1942, they sold to Franz Wyttenbach, who brought in Twin
City Dairy, which later became West Side Dairy. Wyttenbach
bought milk from farmers, pasteurized it and delivered quarts (8
cents a quart) to homes. He purchased delivery trucks and planned
to expand when Badger Ordnance Works opened and hundreds of
new customers came to the area. In 1946, his was the first dairy to
offer homogenized milk. After remodeling, Wyttenbach created the
Swisstyle Dairy Bar.
Now the restaurant is owned by the Jim Leystra family where
there is a photo gallery of village history as well as the Derleth
Room with the author’s history. Derleth frequented this restaurant.
Strawberry shortcake was Derleth’s favorite dessert.

42. Stinglhammer Brewery: 404 Phillip’s Blvd. — Bier!
Before the village had a
government, a public school or
a toll bridge, it had a brewery.
In 1845, Matthias Leinenkugel
founder of the brewery dynasty, was the first braumeister
in the village. He made his
brew in an iron pot, giving it a
distinctive flavor.
Leinenkugel was followed
by Braumeisters George Conrad and Carl Deininger, founders of the Sauk City Brewery, and
Max Stinglhammer, who built his brewery behind this red brick
house. The brewery is gone, but at 404 Philipp’s Boulevard, his red
brick house still stands. George Roeser took over the Stinglhammer
Brewery in 1878 and brewed bier until 1900.
Residents most likely enjoyed boiler–makers, a bier and a shot,
because Jean Jacques Toussaunt, a Belgian immigrant, operated a
still.
Brewing bier was one of the principal industries of Sauk City.
In 1880, with a population of 900, the village had four breweries
producing more than 2,500 barrels of bier a year. That’s two quarts
of bier a day for each resident, and residents, many of whom made
their own bier, still imported bier from Baraboo and Madison.
In the 1890s, only the Stinglhammer Brewery and the Sauk
City Brewery were making bier here. John Ziemke was the first
local braumeister to bottle bier. By 1921, the stock-company-owned
brewery, of which Ziemke was a part, operated out of the Nebel
Mill and produced 2,000 barrels of bier.
Then came Prohibition. In Sauk City, the brewing operation
quietly moved further south to the 1200 and 1300 blocks of Water
Street. Near-beer, root beer and illegal bier were available all at the
same time during Prohibition. Residents of Prairie du Sac, a dry,
Yankee community years before Prohibition, came down by night
to enjoy a shot and a bier. Prosit!

Turn south on Dallas Street, then west on Carolina, past the
first Culver’s restaurant in the country, past Piggly Wiggly to
the open park land with a gazebo, pavilion and prairie mound.
43. Meyers Oak Grove
This was the driftless area,
an area the size of Denmark
never touched by glaciers.
When the last glacier failed
12,000 years ago, the outwash
spread across the area from the
Lower Narrows near Devil’s
Lake State Park to here. Sediment, rocks and stone were carried by the flushing of Glacial
Lake Wisconsin through the
breach in the ice wall. Years
later, on the outwash plain,
plants began to grow, a mix of
short and tall grasses and myriads of flowering plants.
A prairie was born. On this prairie, the Sauk planted their corn,
squash, and beans which they fed to traders and adventurers.
Herman Frederick Lueders
Frederick George Lueders, naturalist and philosopher, 1818 to 1904, had a son, Herman Frederick Lueders, who became a university-trained
botanist. The young man came to America settling on the Great Sauk Prairie. A neighbor to
Edmund and Adolf Rendtorff, he settled on the
James Ensminger claim and farmed.
The young Lueders walked the prairie, sketching the plants in detail, and taking detailed notes
which he utilized to produce a number of papers
published by the Wisconsin Academy of Arts,
Letters and Sciences and still studied today.

Meyer’s Oak Grove is a living example of an oak opening so
prevalent before settlement. Here and there oaks stood above the
prairie, the only trees that could withstand fires. In 1766, the a band
of Sauk raised crops here. The native people regularly set the prairie afire to improve hunting and gathering conditions while also
reducing undesirable insects.
Representative George Jones let teamster Berry Haney know a
treaty with the Winnebago was signed in 1837. In the spring of
1838, Haney staked his claim and boldly flagged it with 10 acres of
corn, purposely planted on the old Sauk corn beds.
For years the land was a farm at the edge of town where cattle
grazed. Some parts, uneven under foot, are remnants of the Sauk
corn hills. Tended by community residents today, the grove features prairie plantings around the gazebo and on the mound. Area
students nurtured acorns from the old oaks for future generations.

Impressions of the Great Sauk Prairie
In 1861, Edmund
Rendtorff recounted his
memory of the Sauk Prairie
he first saw—”full of flowers, changing almost every
week, one closing to make
room for another—more
blossoms than leaves or
spears of grass.”
William Canfield, Sauk
County’s first surveyor,
described the prairie as,
“myriads of flowers of
every shape, shade and
color, and the luxuriant
grasses … a handsome picture set in a beautiful
frame.”

Edmund Rendtorff wrote
home about where he had settled, describing this Great Sauk
Prairie.
“During the first days, especially that I lived at Sauk,
my eyes were much of the time
on the fine scenery. It was an
unbroken wilderness that met
my gaze. The idea struck me
that Indians lived here and that
still an ancient people before
them had occupied this lovely
prairie...What change time has
made here! Those formerly
untouched bluffs now show
numerous quarries of lime and
building stone. That valuable,
high and mighty timber on the
islands of the Wisconsin River
and border is gone. Its barbarous enemy, the American ax
in German hands has been here
and brought destruction all
around —but now in its place,
kind nature has planted new
trees…”

Continue on Carolina through the business park, past
Harley Davidson to Lueders Road. Turn left and proceed to the
cemeteries on the left. Lueders lived in this area near the Rendtorff brothers. The cemeteries are on the east side of the road
and Place of the Hawks, the Derleth home built on the Lueders
farm, is on the west across from the cemeteries.

44. Sauk City Cemetery
45. St. Aloysius Cemetery
Lueders Road

These sites became the burying place one spring when the rafters came down the river. The river rats always secured their rafts
along the south side business district behind a hotel or saloons.
Usually, because they had their winter work money, they caroused,
sold some logs locally, and continued down river.
But this particular spring, some loggers picked up a family
seeking a doctor and brought them down to Sauk City with their
sick child. It was diphtheria, also know as undulating fever and contagious. The child died. Residents, feeling the pain of this family
yet concerned about the disease being in the community, selected
land outside the village for a proper burial.
The story continues, saying many farm families who lost babies
and children to diphtheria, buried them “out back” in an effort to
prevent the spread of the disease. When the village cemetery was established, many of those
burials were supposedly dug up and brought
here for a proper burial.
In all cemeteries, Civil War Veterans’
graves are marked with the Grand Army of the
Republic star.

It is possible to review the history of communities by reading the
headstones. Across a narrow asphalt road within sight of the cemetery chapel lie the speaker of the Freie Gemeinde, a pastor of St.
Aloysius Catholic Church, Protestants, politicians, immigrants, citizens, professionals, laborers, the wealthy, the poor, soldiers of all
wars, pacifists… Some find this a lesson, citing tolerance and inevitability. Some say it’s a tribute to humanity. Others simply say it’s
no more than reality. Author August Derleth is buried south of the
chapel. His gravestone is a bench. Listen for the wind chimes.
The interior
of the St. Aloysius Cemetery
Chapel was restored by Jerry
Heinsbergen of
the Heinsbergen
family known for
their work on
many of America’s exquisite
art deco theaters.

46. Place of the Hawks: S10431A Lueders Road
National Historic Registry Site
The Place of the Hawks, was home of regional writer August Derleth.
Although not open to the public, in the fall of the year, when the leaves are
gone, it is possible to see the house. Place of the Hawks is built on the
Lueders farm. See the Derleth Room at Leystra’s Restaurant.

The Wisconsin Tractor was produced by McFarlane’s of Sauk City, in
1916., survived steel and iron rations of WWI, Depression, Dust Bowl and
is preparing for its fourth generation of service to the community.
McFarlane’s is located on South Water St. across from the RR tracks.

47. The Railroad: Lueders Road to stop sign, turn left
onto River Road to RR tracks to South Water Street
Village residents sought rail in the 1850s. But rail companies
raced to the Mississippi instead. In
1881, the Milwaukee Road beat out
North Western and
brought in a spur
from Mazomanie.
By then railroad
fever was waning.
The era of the
automobile and
truck was waxing.
Still both villages
insisted on their
own depots.
1911: the railroad tracks were
temporarily extended to aid in construction of the Prairie du Sac
Dam.
1917: Three trains daily were reduced when the rail system was
nationalized. Marginally profitable runs were cut.
1921: rail mail service ended. One train came to the villages.
1931: the Depression further reduced the demand for rail
service.
1937: passengers fit in the daily freight train caboose.
1940: the Prairie du Sac and Sauk City depots were combined at
the Steidtmann Lots.
1942: The Badger Ordnance Works revived rail service during
World War II and tracks were extended to the plant fence. The
Army connected their rail to the public line.
1950s: When the Sauk City Men's Club and the Prairie du Sac
Lions Club sponsored excursions to see the Milwaukee Braves,
there were sometimes 14 passenger cars. Freight service continued
on an irregular basis.

Built in 1880, the Sauk City Railroad Bridge right of way in
2010 is owned by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
while the rail itself is owned by WSOR.
1993: The Sauk City Railroad Bridge, with a train on the deck,
shifted and was declared unsafe for use. Rail traffic was rerouted
through Lodi and across the Merrimac bridge to Baraboo and
Reedsburg on a portion of track owned by Union Pacific. They also
own the Merrimac Bridge, leasing to Wisconsin and Southern.
1997: Contractors working on the bridge were pulled off
because the bridge moved. A demolition team set explosives to cut
the section that was connected to the shore.
Today, although no trains have crossed the Sauk City Bridge
since 1993, rail service to Baraboo and Reedsburg continues along
the Reedsburg Sub which uses the bridge at Merrimac. The munitions plant, decommissioned in 1997, and the community reuse plan
calls for a recreational trail on the Army’s rail bed. The rails to
trails process is supported by the county board.
A 2010 study, partially funded by Sauk County, found the
Merrimac Bridge could safely continue serving rail traffic for 10
years if not 30 with some targeted maintenance. This bridge provides rail from Madison to Baraboo and Reedsburg. Sauk County
supports rail from Madison to Reedsburg over the Merrimac
Bridge.
Thank you for taking the Wheels Tour

Additional tours and trails about the Sauk Prairie area
The Black Hawk War Trail: Wisconsin Heights Battle Site, Western Escape ( STH 60)
Ferry Bluff Hiking Trail off STH 60
The August Derleth Trail in the villages
Historic Homes and Buildings of Prairie du Sac
The German/Swiss Block-and-Stack Historic District
The Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Corridor
The Scenic 60 Byway
The Scenic Ice Age Trail: Dane County into Sauk County via STH 113
The Frank Lloyd Wright Heritage Trail
The Rock of Gibraltar, Town of West Point
Devil’s Lake State Park
Natural Bridge State Park
White Mound County Park, Sauk County
The Great Wisconsin Birding & Nature Trail
International Crane Foundation
The Grand Tour: Effigy Mounds and Heritage Sites
Man Mound County Park, Man Mound Road, Baraboo
The Lower Wisconsin River Canoe Trail
Lake Wisconsin
The Merrimac Ferry: village of Merrimac, STH 113
Riverlands: The Merrimac Preserve
Natural Areas of the Baraboo Range
The Wollersheim Winery, other county winery tours
Cheese Factory and Farm Tours
Treinan’s Corn Maze, in season, town of West Point
Amish Shopping tours
Tripp Memorial Museum, Water Street, Prairie du Sac
The Historic Park museums, Water Street, Sauk City
Sauk County Historical Society Museum, Baraboo
The Painted Forest
H.H. Bennett Studio Museum, Wisconsin Dells
Circus World Museum, Baraboo
The Rail Road Museum, Baraboo
Mid-Continent Rail Museum, North Freedom
Dr. Evermor’s Art Park—metaphors in metal
Gallery and studio tours
Cemetery Walks, throughout the county
Maps available at the Sauk Prairie Area Chamber office.

