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GOLD SPONSORS

Laurel Hill to Host 2013 Golf Outing

CALIBRE
GREENSPRING
HILTON SPRINGFIELD
NOVA MEDICAL EDUCATION
CAMPUS
SPRINGFIELD TOWN CENTER
SPRINGFIELD TOYOTA
UNION FIRST MARKET BANK
Ranked #13 in Golfweek’s 2011 listing of the Top 50 Municipal Courses, Laurel Hill provides a local destination for
golfers. Proceeds from the Golf Outing will benefit MVLE.

Save the Date
Legislative Meet & Greet
September 19
Springfield Country Club

Join us
at the market
Chamber members,
showcase your business at
the farmers market.
See pg. 12

summer jackpot
series
Bring a friend or colleague
to a networking mixer this
summer and be entered to
win $500. Details on pg. 8

The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce will host its 2013 Golf Outing at
Laurel Hill Golf Club, host of the 2013 USGA
amateur public links championship.
Proceeds from this year’s golf outing benefit
MVLE, a nonprofit in Springfield that creates
jobs for people with disabilities, returning
veterans and working warriors. For more
information about MVLE and their service to
our community visit mvle.org.
Laurel Hill joins the notables in the world of
golf with a prestigious ranking at number 13 on
Golfweek’s 2011 roster of the nation’s 50 best
municipal courses, announced annually in the
magazine’s May edition.
The Chamber’s outing includes lunch,
complimentary access to the driving range, 18
holes of golf, on-course refreshments, contest
holes, dinner and awards.
Dan La May, chair of this year’s planning
committee, invites you to mark your calendar
and join us Monday, Sept. 16 for a noon
shotgun start.
An early-bird registration discount is available
through July 31. Visit the Chamber website for
online registration, springfieldchamber.org.

Presenting Sponsor

Lunch Sponsor

Beverage Cart Sponsor

A limited number of sponsorship opportunities
remain. Contact the Chamber office for details,
703-866-3500.

Managing Editor
Meghan Snyder
Meghan Snyder Communications

Chamber Hosts Event Honoring First Responders
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Springfield, VA 22150
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Vice President
Bob LeMay
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Back Row, from left to right: Leon Harris, Deputy Chief Robert J. Zoldos, Captain Jim Baumstark, Lieutenant
Colonel Mark Sites, Captain Joe Hill, Michael Drobnis. Front Row, from left to right: The honorees - Captain II Fred
Brandell Jr., Detective Monica Meeks, Private First Class Omecihuatl Mann, Private First Class James L. Thur.
Four Fairfax County first responders were
honored at the Greater Springfield Chamber
of Commerce’s Above & Beyond First
Responders Benefit Luncheon, on June 3 at
the Springfield Golf & Country Club.

Event Sponsors

BOARD MEMBERS
Patrick Barney
4 More Travel
Karen Brown
Realtor

Supporting Sponsors
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Honoree Sponsor
Empire Nightclub

Table Sponsors

American Astronautical Society,
Cerium Technology, Dalal & Company,
Hilton Springfield

In-kind Sponsors

Allegra of Springfield, Media Masters,
Proline, Stewart Hill Photography
The benefit luncheon, emceed by awardwinning journalist and ABC7/WJLA-TV
anchor Leon Harris, honored first responders
who better our community by not only serving
in an official capacity, but quietly volunteering
their personal time, energy and funds to fill a
need.
Proceeds from the event benefited funds
for Fairfax County Police, Fairfax County
Fire & Rescue and Fairfax County Sheriff as

well as the Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce scholarship fund.
The Honorees
• Detective Monica Meeks is a domestic
violence investigator assigned to the Fairfax
County Police Department’s Franconia
District Station. Meeks volunteers at
womens’ shelters in her off hours, doing
everything from counseling to babysitting;
lectures to high-risk audiences throughout
the community on domestic violence
prevention; and spearheads toy drives for
children at abuse shelters.
• Captain II Fred Brandell Jr. is station
commander at the Franconia Fire Station,
Co. 5. Brandell is a national leader in
raising funds for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association and, with his crew, organizes
activities at MDA Summer Camp and the
Central Virginia Burn Camp.
• Private First Class Omecihuatl Mann works
in the Records/Transportation section of
the Fairfax County Sheriff ’s Office. Mann
not only serves on a Fairfax County library
board but volunteers countless hours as an
organizer, researcher and fundraiser for the
library system.
• Private First Class James L. Thur is assigned
to the Fairfax County Police Department’s
West Springfield District Station. When
he’s not fighting crime, he’s a volunteer
firefighter.
“In the course of their work protecting our
community, our honorees see unfilled needs,
and in their off time, fill those needs,” said
Michael Drobnis, Greater Springfield Chamber
of Commerce president. “They go above and
beyond, and we are honored to have them as
part of our community.”

Message from the President
We’ve Come so Far, but There’s Still a Ways to Go
It’s hard to believe we are half way
through 2013, and more impressively,
what we have already accomplished this
year. In addition to our regular events,
we have increased the number of joint
networking mixers with other chambers.
We have continued work on developing
a bike trail in downtown Springfield. We
established a noticeable and great looking
presence at the farmers market, created
Michael Drobnis
a new program to recognize Veteran
owned businesses and even appeared on the local news with
coverage of the Above and Beyond event.
In my first two articles this year, I discussed not only the
necessity to determine what exactly a chamber is but also how
being involved in the community both helps the community
and improves the visibility of the Chamber. We made a strong
statement last month when we raised over $6,000 to be divided
between four community funds, including our own scholarship
fund. This will continue to grow with our revamped golf outing
and annual dinner later this year.

So now that we know who we are and how to improve going
forward, the next step is to answer the following questions:
Why should someone join the Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce? And, what can we do to make the Chamber more
inviting? One aspect is a change you will hear more about in the
next few months with our membership structure. But for now, what
else can we do?
I have some ideas, but I know there are a lot more out
there, and I want to hear them (email me at Michael.drobnis@
springfieldchamber.org). I think one very important idea is to
increase the business the Chamber brings to our members. The
obvious question is – how can we do that? I think one previous
chamber president said it best when he would enthusiastically
state at each meeting, “we should ‘Buy Local.’” Those of you
in business networking groups understand, and do this best, by
sending referrals and business to members of your groups. I would
encourage all of you to think the same about the members of the
Chamber so that when you or someone you know needs something,
all you need to do is look to the Chamber website. And by building
upon our relationships with each other, the value of the Chamber
will increase for everyone.

Meghan Snyder

communicati ns LLC.
ALBAN TIRE CORP.
Serving the METRO AREA for over 35 years!

Effective Communication Builds the Bottom Line
Fairfax, VA • 703.909.2975
www.meghansnydercommunications.com

Your business and your customers are unique.
Your communications plan should be too.

Experience the most fuel-efficient line of tires on the road
and enjoy exceptional long-lasting performance with Michelin.

Public Relations • Social Media • News Releases
Email Blasts • Newsletters • Website Content and
Experience • Media Outreach • Customer Service
Sales Tools • Brochures • Fact Sheets • Boiler Plates
Event Planning • Marketing Communication
Corporate Communications • Press Liaison
Editorial Services • The list goes on...

Category testing based on SAE J1269 rolling resistance industry practice

Mechanical Services offered: Shocks, Struts,
Alignment, Tune-ups, Lube, Oil, Filter, Front
End Services.

www.albantire.com
7244 Boudinot Dr.
Springfield, VA 22150

Specializing in Food & Wine,
Lifestyle, Business and Trade Services

703-455-9300

Facebook

LinkedIn

Twitter
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Chamber Honor Roll Salutes Veteran Owned Businesses

The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce Veterans
Committee introduced an Honor Roll program to honor veteranowned businesses. The honor roll salutes business owners in the

greater Springfield area recognizing their service to our country and
the leadership role they play in our community.
For these special businesses to be recognized, the veteran owner
can have served at any time. They should be able to verify their time
of service and the branch in which they served. They must have been
separated in good standing and be the owner or an active part owner
of a business. Chamber membership is not required, and there’s no
cost or obligation to be recognized.
Once veteran owners are identified, the Veterans Committee will
reach out to them. Committee volunteers will present the veteranowned business with a decal to display in its store window or office
space recognizing the business as being veteran-owned. Honored
businesses will be listed on an honor roll web page. The Chamber
will also provide the business owner with a URL to download an
approved copy of the decal art for use on letterhead, business cards,
etc. If the business is a member of the Chamber, the honor roll
web page will include a link to their listing in the Chamber’s online
member directory. Honor roll businesses will receive Chamber news
via email.
To identify veteran-owned businesses for the Chamber’s Honor
Roll program, contact Dick Lucier, chair of the Veterans Committee,
703-455-8081.

CBP Helps Transitional Service Members to Self-Employment
Since 2001, more than 2 million service men and women have
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. Conservatively, the rate of disability
among those returning from service has reached the unprecedented
rate of 30%. For many,
“traditional” employment
will represent a
lifelong challenge. The
unemployment rate for
veterans of Iraq and
Afghanistan spiked to
12.7% in 2012, and for
veterans ages 18 to 24
the outlook was even
worse, at nearly 30%.
Self-employment offers a real opportunity for these veterans.
To assist these veterans, Charles McCaffrey, Director of the Business
Incubation Center at Community Business Partnership (CBP), teaches
a two-day Introduction to Small Business Ownership course for
service men and women preparing to transition from the military.
Boots to Business is a three-phase program to provide exposure to
entrepreneurship to service members. These service members are
then offered an eight week online business planning course, as well as

one-on-one counseling from Small Business Administration Resource
Partners to assist them in starting and growing their small businesses.
Of the 24 million military veterans in the U.S., 4 million are small
business owners. Veteran-owned
small businesses employ 5.8
million Americans, pay wages
in excess of $210 billion
and generate $1.1 trillion in
revenue. Service-connected
disabled veterans account for
more than 235,000 of these
small businesses. Moreover,
statistics show that the success
rate of these veteran-owned
businesses is higher (almost twice that of other business startups) – a
reflection of the discipline, skills and leadership experience acquired in
military service.
Created in 1995, CBP is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) tax exempt
organization working in collaboration with a number of local, regional
and national organizations to promote small business growth in our
communities. CBP provides education, technical assistance, business
incubation services, access to capital and networking opportunities.

Annual BridgeWalk to be Held in August
Jeff McKay, Lee District Supervisor, invites you to attend the annual
Springfield BridgeWalk, Tuesday, Aug. 27.
This family-friendly event is open to the entire community –
businesses, residents and even your four-legged friends. Come out and
join the crowd at 7 p.m. at the corner of Amherst Avenue and Bland
Street in central Springfield.
At 7:30 p.m., as the lights along Amherst Avenue begin to shine,
4
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officers from the Franconia District Police Station will close the road
for a community stroll across Veterans Bridge to American Legion Post
176. At the Post there will be a brief ceremony followed by community
time and good food with friends and neighbors.
The BridgeWalk is an annual, end-of-summer celebration, helping
our community turn its attention to a new school year about to start
and fall weather soon to arrive.

2013 Annual Membership Investment
The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce has announced a nominal increase
in its annual membership investment to reflect
normal changes in standard operating costs.
Changes in the Chamber’s annual investment
take effect Aug. 1, 2013. Any business whose
membership in the Greater Springfield

New Investment Structure
Total #
of Employees

Rate

1-4

$245

5-24

$330

25-99

$450

100-199

$700

200+

$955

Chamber of Commerce is subject to renewal
between Aug. 1 and Dec. 31, 2013 may pre-pay
their dues prior to July 31, 2013 at the current
rate. If you’re interested in this option, please
call the Chamber office, 703-866-3500, before
July 31.
The annual investment a business makes in
Chamber membership is based on the total
number of people on the company payroll.
The business is the member and all employees
are invited and encouraged to participate in
Chamber events.
Membership in the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce is still one of the
most economical in Northern Virginia.
Membership provides access to people
and resources, exposure for your business,
listing in the Chamber’s online membership
directory, networking, community involvement,
professional seminars and much more. For
more information about membership or how
you can help recruit new members contact Bob
LeMay, the Chamber’s membership director.

Silver Sponsors
Dan’s Van Lines
LeMay & Company

Bronze Sponsors
Allegra Marketing • Print • Mail
BB&T
Commonwealth Cooling & Heating
Interstate Moving & Storage
Kingstowne Residential Owners Corp.
Optfinity
Wash Fair Car Wash

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nominations for Business & Citizenship Awards
At its annual dinner in December, the
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce
will recognize award recipients nominated by
members of the greater Springfield community
and selected by the Chamber’s awards
committee.
Nominations are now being accepted for the
following business awards:
• Arthur E. Morrissette “Top Hat” Service
– given to a company exhibiting superior
service to its customers and for its
contributions to the greater Springfield
community.
• Corporate Citizen – given to a company
demonstrating strong involvement to better
the quality of life in the greater Springfield
area.
• Robert J. McDonough Businessperson of the
Year – given to a business man or woman

who excels in the promotion of his or her
product or service.
And the following citizenship awards:
• Herb Hunter Citizen of the Year – given
to an individual who has significantly
contributed to improving the quality of
life over a sustained number of years for
the betterment of the greater Springfield
community.
• Public Service – given to a staff member of
the Fairfax County police, fire department or
sheriff ’s office, or a Fairfax County Public
School teacher or government employee
who has performed beyond the call of duty
for the benefit of the greater Springfield
community.
Visit the Chamber at springfieldchamber.org
or call 703-866-3500 to receive a nomination
form.

Board Nominations Now Open
Have you considered serving the Greater
Springfield Chamber of Commerce as a board
member? Do you have questions about what
is involved? Now is the time to consider the
opportunity.
Employees of Chamber member companies
are eligible for board service. Board terms are
three years with a new class of board members
each January.
Nominations are being accepted from the

Chamber’s general membership until midOctober. If you would like to nominate an
employee of a current member of the Greater
Springfield Chamber of Commerce for a board
position please contact Nancy-jo Manney at 703866-3500.
Voting by the Chamber’s general membership
is held each fall.
Incoming board members will be installed at
the Chamber’s annual dinner in December.

Networking Breakfasts
Wed, August 7
Wed, September 4
Networking Mixers
Thu, July 18
Thu, August 15
Thu, September 19
YPN Happy Hour
Tue, April 13
Golf Outing
Mon, September 16
Seminars
Contracting Opportunities
Tue, September 24
Navigating
the Affordable Care Act
Tue, October 1
Visit
springfieldchamber.org
for more information.
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Members in the News
4 More Travel of Springfield recently formed
a partnership with David’s Bridal to be
the bridal shop’s preferred travel agency
in the area. 4 More Travel will help clients
of David’s Bridal to plan and design their
destination wedding and/or honeymoon
packages anywhere in the U.S. or the world.

Susan “Sam” Shockley, co-owner of 4
More Travel will spearhead the wedding/
honeymoon programs.
For more information:
sshockley@4moretravel.com

In April, Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc. (Nasdaq: VCBI), parent company of Virginia
Commerce Bank was named to Forbes’ list of “America’s 100 Most Trustworthy Companies”
for the second year in a row. The annual list recognizes publicly-traded U.S. companies that
demonstrate superior transparency and integrity.
For more information:
mmerrill@vcbonline.com

Greenspring’s Channel 6 production team
is the proud recipient of two Bronze Telly
Awards. In its 13-year history, Channel 6
has won 24 Telly Awards for the station’s
outstanding production work. The Telly
Awards are presented annually to honor local,
regional, and cable programs, as well as other

video, web and film productions throughout
the world. This year, there were over 13,000
entries submitted for consideration.
For more information:
703-472-0964

In May, the Washington Business Journal named Alexandria-based accounting firm Halt, Buzas
& Powell, Ltd. as one of the region’s Best Places to Work. The firm was honored as a best
place to work among small companies (10-50 employees). Best Places to Work in Greater
Washington is designed to honor the area’s leading employers. They look for companies
that go beyond the norm to foster an enjoyable and meaningful work environment for their
employees.
For more information:
703-836-1350

First Virginia Community Bank
(“FVCbank”), a commercial bank
headquartered in Fairfax, Virginia, announced
its second and final closing on the sale of
its common stock. The total number of
shares sold in the offering is 1,622,936, at an
offering price of $13.50 per share, for gross
proceeds of approximately $21.9 million.
The offering was effected through the efforts
of the directors and executive officers of

FVCbank, with the assistance, on a best
efforts basis, of BB&T Capital Markets, a
division of BB&T Securities, LLC, as lead
sales agent, and Sandler O’Neill + Partners,
L.P., as sales agent.
For more information:
703-436-3802

On June 11, CALIBRE Systems, Inc. was formally recognized at the 2013 Veteran
Entrepreneur Training Symposium in Reno, Nevada, for going above and beyond to make
their acquisitions process-friendly for veterans and taking significant actions to increase
contracting or subcontracting opportunities for veterans.
For more information:
geraldine.sheppard@calibresys.com
6

SUMMER 2013 NEWS & VIEWS

Member Profile
While You Work, Send Your Dog on a Play Date

Sometimes we all need a little quality time relaxing with the ones we love.

“Oh yeah! It’s my birthday!” There’s always something to celebrate at Dogtopia.

Caring for a dog can be difficult for a busy professional. Maybe
you’re feeling guilty because your furry friend is alone all day. Or
maybe you’re having trouble beating the rush home in time to let the
dog out. Either way, there’s a simple solution right here in Springfield.
While you work, send your dog on a play date.
Last year, Dogtopia opened on Fullerton Rd. Owner, Amber
Sutton, is a dog-lover through-and-through. In fact, she left her job at
NASA to change career paths to work with animals. She opened her
first Dogtopia franchise in Woodbridge, Va. in 2008, and she is now
Dogtopia’s first multi-unit owner.
Dogtopia offers doggie daycare for every breed. The dogs are
separated by size and temperament into different play rooms where
they are allowed to play together all day. They also enjoy meals and
naptime during their stay. “It’s fun for them. It’s like a theme park for
dogs,” said Sutton. “Dogs don’t always get to go to fun places. They
typically visit the vet or the groomer. When they come here, they
know they’re going to have
fun, and they’re excited about
it.”
Doggie parents can
purchase passes based on the
number of days they will likely
use. Once purchased, the pass
can be used at their discretion
and it doesn’t expire. In
addition to doggie daycare,
Dogtopia also offers a selfservice grooming room –
available for rent, event rental
space – possibly for a doggie
birthday party or meetup
group, grooming (coming
soon) and boarding.
The staff is trained in
dog behavior. They are also
Dogtopia owner, Amber Sutton, and her educated in overall pet care.
dog Zeke. Zeke benefits from ownership too “We’re unique because we love
your dog,” said Sutton. “We
and joins Amber at work daily.

have fun with them while they’re here.” The staff even celebrates
pet birthdays, and Dogtopia hosts promotional days like Limbo day,
Bubble day and Cinco de Mayo.
During the day, doggie parents can check in on their little one
via webcams that run continuously while the dogs are out playing.
Customers might see dogs playing fetch, groups playing chase and
even dogs napping on the slide – all in the same room. At the end of
the day, each pet guest goes home with a report card about the events
of the day. So, why leave man’s best friend at home, when he can play
the day away at Dogtopia?

Teamwork. “We came. We saw. We climbed to the top. Is it snack time yet?”

SUMMER 2013 NEWS & VIEWS
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An Update from our Committees
Young Professionals Network
Get INVOLVED

Join a Chamber
Committee.
Ambassador
Community Affairs
Economic Development
Government Contracting
Legislative
Marketing

The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce Young Professionals Network
(YPN) will host happy hour Tuesday, Aug.
13, 5-7 p.m. at Fireside Grill in Lorton
Station. YPN invites young professionals
age 22 through 39 to join them for happy
hour and peer to peer networking. Meet

other young professionals and creative
entrepreneurs.
Advance registration requested. $20
general admission; no charge for Chamber
members. Complimentary appetizers provided
by Fireside. There will be a cash bar with
great happy hour beverages.

Membership & Community Affairs
Due to the Fourth of July holiday neither
the Membership nor the Community Affairs
committee will meet in July. Both will
resume meeting in August. The Membership
Committee meets the first Tuesday of the
month, 4 p.m. The Community Affairs
Committee meets the first Thursday of the

month, 4 p.m. Both committees are currently
seeking new volunteers.
For more information about the Membership
Committee, contact Bob LeMay, 703-912-7862.
To learn how you can support the
Community Affairs Committee, call Nevin
Gibson, 703-625-8147.

Membership
Veterans
Young Professionals
Network
Visit
springfieldchamber.org
for more information.

GET INVOLVED

Marketing Committe Announces
2013 Summer Jackpot Series
WIN $500!

Don’t just tell your friends and colleagues
about the benefits of membership
in the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce.
SHOW THEM!
This summer, bring
a nonmember with you
to an evening networking
mixer, and be entered to
win $500. And invite more
than one if you like! Your

name will be entered in the
grand prize drawing one time
for each guest you bring
to a networking mixer in
June, July or August (1
guest = 1 entry, 4 guests
= 4 entries). One grand
prize winner will be
drawn at the September
networking breakfast.
You do not need to be
present to win.

Member Opportunity
SCAN TO LEARN MORE

Stay connected

Let the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce help spread your news.
Members are invited to email their company press releases to the Chamber
for use on the Chamber website, in News & Views, or on the Chamber’s
Facebook page.
When you send your news worthy success stories to the media, let your
Chamber know as well, info@springfieldchamber.org.
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Our Political Leaders in Action
Finding Lasting Solutions on Fiscally Prudent Path

Supervisor John Cook
Braddock District

Our schools are in serious need of
renovations, and an increasing student
population means either more trailers
or more schools. County buildings,
park facilities, and trails have significant
unmet maintenance needs, and we
have significant funds committed to
transportation projects that will further
develop our local economy, like rail to
Dulles and creating a more urban Tysons
Corner. These things cost money, and yet
we are close to reaching the county’s selfimposed debt capacity. So, how do we

make it all work?
That’s the question before the newly-formed joint Board of
Supervisors-School Board Infrastructure Committee, which I now
co-chair. Over the next year we will wrestle with these, and other,
issues. Our goal is to set a course for the next decade or more in
the maintenance and creation of county infrastructure.
We are just starting our work, but we have created five goals to
guide our committee as we go:
1)

Achieve a common understanding between the Board
of Supervisors and School Board about the common
opportunities and challenges we face

2)
3)
4)
5)

Develop long-term maintenance plans for both Fairfax County
Public Schools and county government
Evaluate how we can make current and future projects less
expensive
Discover how we can better share public school and county
buildings, leading to fewer future capital demands
Explore all options for financing future projects

The task is daunting, but I believe if we work together, with all
options on the table, we can reach a broad consensus on a fiscally
prudent path forward for meeting our capital needs. We are not
going to be able to please everyone, and we have to accept the fact
that we cannot build everything. But by finding lasting solutions,
we can keep our cherished AAA bond rating (which very few local
governments share) and the very low financing rates it brings us.
We can improve our school facilities, parks, trails and county
offices, but we should not expect every building to meet the gold
standard, nor can we expect to build without paying a cost. With
the county’s population expected to grow by 25 percent in the next
20-30 years, inaction would be irresponsible. I look forward to the
challenge, and welcome your input.
Sign up to receive information from Supervisor Cook’s office
at http://bit.ly/WQtfU9. You can also follow him on Twitter
at twitter.com/johncookva or on Facebook at facebook.com/
supervisorcook.

Transportation and Revitalization
Fairfax County has the largest
and strongest local economy in the
Washington Metropolitan area. Key
to this success is strong investment in
infrastructure and encouraging the kind
of redevelopment that allows us to
accommodate growth with the jobs and
services both new and old residents need.
This kind of redevelopment is
happening now in southern Fairfax
County. Several major redevelopment and
Chairman Sharon Bulova
revitalization projects are changing the
Fairfax County
landscape of this part of the County.
Board of Supervisors
In addition to the commercial
redevelopment being carried out by the private sector, Fairfax
County is investing in transportation improvements to ensure that
our transportation network meets the demands of a 21st century
economy.
With the General Assembly’s passage of HB 2313 in April,
new transportation dollars will be available for statewide use.
Additionally, separate funding will be directed to local and regional
projects.
In my role as Fairfax County’s representative on the Northern
Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) Board, I have been
working with my colleagues to get the NVTA reorganized so
that we can start to see the results of this new infusion of
transportation dollars. By the end of July, NVTA will select the

first round of projects to be funded through HB 2313. Several
open houses and public meetings will be held to share information
with the public and receive feedback on transportation projects. A
final public hearing will be held in July. Check the NVTA website
at thenovaauthority.org for the date, time, location and full list of
projects.
Fairfax County estimates that we will receive about $38 million
annually under the local (30%) component of the bill. NVTA
will likely be receiving approximately $300 million annually under
the regional (70%) component of the total. The NVTA portion
can only be used according to the criteria laid out in HB 2313
- essentially to relieve congestion, to fund projects that have a
regional benefit, and/or to increase capacity on roads and transit.
The new funding will allow Fairfax County to add to current
projects like: the new Fairfax Connector express bus service
between Tysons and Lorton, Springfield and Burke; the Richmond
highway widening—from four lanes to six lanes between Telegraph
road and the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway; and the four-lane
connector at the intersection of Telegraph road and Memorial
Highway. These improvements will greatly ease congestion for
commuters in the region.
Transportation and revitalization are two of northern Virginia’s
greatest challenges and opportunities. It is important that we
use these opportunities wisely. A well-informed and engaged
community is a well-served community. I welcome your comments
and participation in the public outreach sessions during the weeks
ahead.
SUMMER 2013 NEWS & VIEWS
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Friends of TAGS Appreciates Riders

Servicing complexes such as Metro Park, TAGS offers a fantastic local service to
commuters in the greater Springfield area.
Residents, business-owners and employees who work or travel in
Springfield are no strangers to traffic woes. The community is home
to the Springfield Interchange, the junction where Interstates 95,
395 and 495 meet and mix in a maze of flyovers, bridges and ramps.
Until an eight-year construction project rebuilt the interchange, the
400,000 drivers who traveled it daily endured risky merge areas and
terrible traffic delays. Today, drivers enjoy the improved interchange,
which was completed in 2007. But in neighborhood streets,
transportation challenges persist.
Citizens and employees in Springfield can turn to a local nonprofit for help. The Transportation Association of Greater

Springfield (TAGS) was created in 1999 to educate the community
about and advocate for creative commuting options in the
Springfield region. The organization, a public-private transportation
management association, is dedicated to improving the local
transportation system.
To support its efforts, TAGS works closely with Fairfax County
and Metro to market transit services and alternative commute
options to local residents and businesses. Together, they help to
fund a flexible, inexpensive shuttle bus service, owned and operated
by Metro that runs to major commercial districts, transportation
hubs and retail areas throughout the area. They also regularly host
programs to educate the community on transportation-related issues.
The Friends of TAGS program began in 2011 to strengthen
relationships with local businesses and those who ride the group’s
shuttle. The program bolsters grassroots support and encourages
residents to stay informed of key transportation issues.
The TAGS organization is funded by public and private funds,
both of which have become tougher to obtain during the economic
recovery. Given the success of the first Friends of TAGS event in
2011, the group connected with their constituents again in 2012 and
2013. A community grant from Transurban-Fluor helped TAGS
fund the Friends of TAGS events.
At the event, volunteers staffed tables adjacent to shuttle stops,
giving TAGS representatives an opportunity to thank riders for their
patronage and to receive feedback. As riders exited the shuttles, the
volunteers passed out information, gave away drinks, snacks, t-shirts
and other freebies and answered questions.
“We really appreciate the ongoing community support from
Transurban-Fluor,” said TAGS administrator Joan Clark, “It is
critical for our continuing efforts to bring information and service
to the greater Springfield community.”

Richard Byrd Library Celebrates 55 Years
Fifty-five years ago, Springfield was a new community of 2,000
homes and growing but there was little in the way of community
institutions – no swimming pool, recreation center or library. Both
civic and business leaders got together in 1957 to focus on gaining
a library. When the county refused, Springfield leaders took a bold
action. They promised to raise the money for a library – the rent,
shelving, electricity – if the county would supply the books and
librarian.
With county agreement, the entire Springfield community set
about earning $6,600. One initiative, led by the Springfield Chamber
of Commerce, had Women’s Club volunteers working in local
businesses for a day and their pay was contributed to the library
fund.
Civic and business leaders were successful and the Richard Byrd
library opened in 1958 – ahead of schedule. To recognize and
honor the community’s contribution, the library and its Friends
group are celebrating its 55th Anniversary Aug. 8 – 10. There will
be an adult lecture on Thursday, Aug. 8 about Antarctic Explorer,
Richard Byrd. If you like adventure or history, you’ll enjoy this.
Saturday, Aug. 10 will be Family Day at the Library and the theme
is August in Antarctica. There will be fun for all ages including
extreme cold weather gear for kids to try on and a film on
Penguins. Contact Carol Quinn at Carol.quinn@fairfaxcounty.gov
for more information.
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This shot of the Richard Byrd Library in the 1950s provides a nostalgic glimpse
into the Springfield of past. The community and the Chamber came together, raising
funds to open the library.

Community Fun at the 2013 Springfield Days Festival
Springfield Days 2013 presented by:

The Fairfax County Public School Student Age Child Care (SACC)
program is an annual force at the Springfield Days Cardboard Boat
Regatta held at Lake Accotink Park. This year’s theme was nautical.
SACC boats caused the usual traffic jam at the buoy in their race for
the finish line.

American Legion Post 176 and Springfield Toyota brought back the car show to this year’s
Springfield Days activities. The event organizers promise to return in 2014 with more makes
and models.

The OutdoorFest followed the PetFest Saturday afternoon at South Run RECenter.
Both events, and the outdoor movie - Madagascar 3 - which began at dark were part of
Springfield Days’ Party in the Park.

The Springfield 15K/5K had a new start line this year along Loisdale
Road at the Springfield Town Center. The race included the entire stretch of
Commerce Street with 5K runners turning back at Richard Byrd Library.
15K runners continued through Lake Accotink Park before returning
to Commerce Street. All participants enjoyed a track finish at Lee High
School.
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Message from the Executive Director
Chamber Welcomes
New Members
Dahn Yoga & Health Centers
6218 Rolling Road
Springfield, VA 22152
dahnyoga.com/burke
703-866-9642
ECCA Payroll Services
205 S. Whiting Street, Ste 311
Alexandria, VA 22304
benefitproviders.com
703-370-2226
Embassy Suites Springfield
8100 Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA 22150
springfield.embassysuites.com
571-339-2000
First Virginia Community Bank
6975 Springfield Boulevard
Springfield, VA 22150
fvcbank.com
703-672-2598

Showcase Your Business at the Farmers Market
Our local farmers
markets are wellestablished by now and
enjoying another season
of produce, dairy, meat
and poultry, and much,
much more. The greater
Springfield area is host
to six markets this year.
I encourage you to
Nancy-jo Manney
visit the markets and
shop local as often as possible. Our variety of
markets is sure to fit into your schedule.
Wednesdays 2-6 p.m.
Wakefield RECenter
Thursdays 3-6 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center

Fridays 4-7 p.m.
Kingstowne Towne Center
Saturdays 8 a.m.-noon
Burke VRE Station
Saturdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Springfield Town Center
Sundays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Lorton VRE Station
Chamber members have a special opportunity
this summer to showcase their service or
product at the Springfield market. Exhibit
space is available for the Chamber and we’re
extending this offer to our members. If you’re
interested in staffing a table at the Springfield
market one Saturday this summer please let me
know, 703-866-3500.

Max Muscle Sports
7000C Brookfield Plaza
Springfield, VA 22150
maxmusclespringfield.com
703-942-5443
Reynolds Insurance LLC
344 Maple Ave West, Ste 314
Vienna, VA 22182
reynoldsinsurancellc.com
703-598-9928
State Farm
6434 Brandon Avenue, Ste 202
Springfield, VA 22150
mikehairston.com
703-455-8601
Stephen Knoyer, DC
5105-A Backlick Road
Annandale, VA 22003
703-642-8685

The Springfield farmers market is held on Saturday mornings at the Springfield Town Center.

TML, A Xerox Company
8315 Lee Highway, Suite 320
Fairfax, VA 22031
tml-xerox.com
703-962-9630

The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce will host its annual Legislative
Meet & Greet on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2013, 5
– 7 p.m. The event is sponsored by Springfield
Golf & Country Club and the Rotary Club
of West Springfield. At this event, to be held
at the Country Club, the Chamber will host
the local business community for after-hours
networking with Virginia House of Delegate
candidates in the 39th to 43rd districts.
Attendees will have time to network with
candidates and ask them about key issues and
why they desire to serve our community as a
member of the Virginia General Assembly.
Space is limited and advance registration

UNO Chicago Grill
5935 Kingstowne Towne Center
Alexandria, VA 22315
unos.com
703-822-0957
Walgreens
8414 Old Keene Mill Road, Unit A
Springfield, VA 22150
walgreens.com
703-913-6712
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2013 Legislative Meet & Greet
is required. Tickets are $20 general
admission; no charge for Chamber members.
Visit the Chamber website to register,
springfieldchamber.org.
The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce is a non-profit organization whose
mission is to bring companies together to
benefit the entire community by promoting
and developing business opportunities in
the Greater Springfield area. Founded in
1957, the Chamber formulates and advocates
positions critical to business, keeps members
apprised of current community issues and
provides numerous networking and education
opportunities.

