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SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, Feb. 21
Networking Mixer
Wednesday, March 6
Networking Breakfast
Special Event
Wednesday, April 3
Power Networking

Committee update
We’ve got new committees
and under 40 networking in
2013.
Check it out on page 8.

Introducing News & Views
Your Chamber newsletter has a new
name and new look. News & Views delivers
information about the Greater Springfield
business community, Chamber events, industry
buzz, member’s news and opinion columns.
The twelve-page periodical will be published
quarterly. The Chamber’s Marketing Committee
invites pro-business article ideas and encourages
members to contribute company press releases.
The history of the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce’s print newsletter
began in 1976. Then-president, Emily Smith,
introduced a quarterly newsletter as a “benefit
to our Chamber of Commerce members, of
which we are very proud.” The humble, fourpage publication was copied on green 11”
x 17” paper and simply named Newsletter. It
contained the president’s column, a list of new
members, some Chamber history, a mini-profile
of a long-time Chamber member and an article
titled “What Does the Chamber Do.” The first
newsletter was mailed first class on Aug. 20,
1976 for 13 cents.

The first issue of Image featured a column
from then-Lee District supervisor, Joe
Alexander. As much as things change, much
stays the same. This is evidenced in Alexander’s
opening line, “Springfield has three major
problems: traffic, traffic, traffic.” In his article
he addressed two key projects – the opening of
the Franconia/Springfield Metro Station and
the building of the Springfield By-Pass (now
Route 289).
News & Views will continue to cover the
latest economic development stories, member
successes, community accomplishments,
business news, political visions and professional
articles. Your news releases should be sent to
info@springfieldchamber.org. News & Views
is mailed to Chamber members January, April,
July and October. Copies are available at the
Chamber office and Chamber events. An
electronic version and two years of archived
volumes of Image, are available online in the
About Us section of the Chamber website,
springfieldchamber.org.

A Look Back:

The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce Newsletter
The first newsletter, titled
Newsletter, for the Greater
Springfield Chamber of
Commerce published.
Printed on green
11 x 17 paper. Mailed
for 13 cents each.

1976

1980

Image changed
from a four-page
publication to a
bound eight-page
publication. It was
printed monthly.

1986

Newsletter became
Image. Volume 1, No.
1 was published and
planned for bi-monthly
publication. First political
column included.

The Chamber hired
first professional
editorial and design
team to work on Image.

1996

1999

Image became a folded
insert printed on
newsprint and distributed
to the community inside
the Times Newspaper.

2009

The Chamber began
archiving Image online
making it available to a
larger audience.

2011

Image changed to a
12-page, full-color
publication distributed
bi-monthly to
membership and around
the community.

2013

The newsletter undergoes
name change and gets a
new look. News & Views
becomes a quarterly
publication.

Fairfax Connector Launches Express Service
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The Fairfax County Department of
Transportation (FCDOT) has launched a
new Express Connector bus service, linking
commuters in the Burke community with quick,
reliable access to Tysons Corner. Running on
the 495 Express Lanes,
the no-transfer service
is a convenient way for
commuters to enjoy a
stress-free ride to work.
Bus routes will provide
limited-stop service
between the Burke
Center VRE station and
Tysons Corner, with
circulations serving many
major employers in the Tysons area. The
trip from Burke to the last stop in Tysons
Corner will take about an hour, with one-way
fares tentatively set at $3.65. Riders can use
the commute time to work in a comfortable,
relaxed environment.
Additional bus services to Tysons Corner will
be launching from Springfield and Lorton in
the coming months.
Previously in the Burke community, there
was no direct bus service to Tysons Corner, so
Burke commuters had no choice but to endure
clogged roads and hours behind the wheel.
The launch of this enhanced service shows

FCDOT’s commitment to providing efficient,
productive bus transit to all commuters in
Fairfax County, and its emphasis on reducing
traffic congestion.
“We encourage Burke residents and Tyson
Corner employees to
rethink commuting and
discover this new way to
get to and from work,” said
FCDOT spokeswoman
Ellen Kamilakis. “This
one-seat trip will offer
riders simple connections,
save time and money, and
provide a pleasant place to
work during the commute.”
Starting weekday mornings in January, buses
will depart from Burke for Tysons Corner from
6:30-9 a.m., serving select Fairfax Connector
stops before entering the Express Lanes. Buses
will depart from Tysons Corner for Burke
weekday afternoons from 4:15-7 p.m. The
service will offer midday buses departing from
Tysons Corner at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to
meet the commuting needs and schedules of
riders.
Visit fairfaxconnector.com for more
information about the new service, and hop on
the convenient Express Connector bus service
this winter.

Message from the President
Who Are We, and Where Do We Go From here?
I would like to thank all of those
people who have served on our board
and made a lasting impact including our
immediate past-president, Dick Lucier,
and particularly our outgoing board
members Tracy Betts, Brian Foley and
Mike Whitfield. Their contributions and
leadership will be missed. I would like
to welcome our newest board members
Patrick Barney, Karen Fountain and Mike
Michael Drobnis
McGurk. I look forward to working with
them, our returning board members, executive committee and staff.
At the annual dinner, I asked a rhetorical question: what is a
chamber of commerce? There are many different answers. Some
say it’s a business group or a community. Others believe it’s about
bringing diverse people together or about creating a voice for
legislative and other issues.
To me, a chamber is all of those things plus much more. Today,
the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce is a relatively small
organization that does certain things very well, as we have for years.
But the community around us continues to grow in size, number of
businesses, and most importantly, in diversity. This diversity exists

not only in our ethnicity, but in the ways we think about and do
things.
As Dick mentioned, last year, the Springfield area was on the
cusp of experiencing huge change. That change is now here. Two
new hotels are close to opening, the mall is finally being renovated
and hundreds of new businesses will be opening over the next
two years right down the street. As your Chamber president, I’m
hoping you’ll join me in welcoming these businesses and showing
them the value of our community and our Chamber. Some of these
businesses will be different than what a lot of us are used to, some
might even speak a different language. A lot of these businesses
might not even join our Chamber. And that’s ok. Our Chamber
is about improving the business community and our overall
community for everyone, not just our members. I’m willing to bet
that by expanding our reach through community events, networking
events and outreach, not only will these new and existing businesses
feel welcome, they’ll eventually see the value in giving back to our
community and being a part of this Chamber.
It’s my goal to reach out to everyone. If you know of a business,
large or small, who has an issue, an idea or just wants to help
improve our community through involvement, please let me know,
so we can make 2013 the best year possible.

Annual Winter Outerwear Drive Assists Neighbors
Showcase Your Company in 2013
One of the main benefits of Chamber
membership is a captive audience for your
business. There are several inexpensive ways
to reach that audience. Whether you prefer
advertising, or hosting a Chamber networking
event, the opportunities abound.

Host an Event

Hosting a Chamber event is a great
way to introduce potential clients to your
organization and to make sure they know
how to find you. Members may host a
networking breakfast or networking mixer
at their place of business or in coordination
with another member. Networking breakfasts
are held the first Wednesday of the month,
7:30-9 a.m. Mixers are held the third
Thursday 5-7 p.m.

Advertise

The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce offers several advertising

opportunities.
Advertise online through the Chamber
website and increase your presence in the
Greater Springfield business community.
Tile ads may be purchased for an individual
section or run site-wide.
Place a full-color ad in News & Views.
News & Views is distributed to the Chamber
membership quarterly, at Chamber events
and around the community.
Members may include an 8.5” x 11” insert
in the newsletter and have it distributed
to the Chamber membership and in the
community.

Show Pride in Membership
Purchase a set of Chamber membership
mailing labels. This benefit of Chamber
membership is available only to members.
Call the Chamber office to learn more
about pricing and availability of these
marketing opportunities, 703-866-3500.

As a winter chill returned to Northern Virginia, members and
friends of the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce stepped
up to provide winter outerwear to area residents in need.
The Chamber’s 12th annual winter outerwear campaign aided
area residents served by ECHO – Ecumenical Community Helping
Others.
“Living here in Greater Springfield is a blessing we often take
for granted,” said Nevin Gibson, chair of the Community Affairs
Committee. “It’s difficult for us to imagine families that are less
fortunate to the point they cannot afford the basics. Our winter
outerwear campaign assists our neighbors annually who find
themselves in economic straits during the harshest months of the
year.”
ECHO, a non-profit, all-volunteer organization dedicated to
assisting people in need, provides temporary or emergency assistance,
including food, clothing, household items and financial support to
about 1,000 families a year.
Local businesses served as collection locations mid-November
through mid-December. As boxes filled, dedicated volunteers from
ECHO retrieved items and prepared them for distribution to people
in need in our community.
The collection locations accepted winter outerwear, including
winter hats, scarves and gloves for all ages, children’s coats and
blankets.
For more information about ECHO and services they provide visit
echo-inc.org.

The Community Affairs Committee expresses
their gratitude to the 2012 host locations.
ACE Plum Center
Braddock District Supervisor
CALIBRE
Courtyard by Marriott
Eddie Greenan Jewelers
Flowers n Ferns
Hard Times Café Springfield
Hilton Springfield
Lee District Supervisor
N2 Hair Salon & Day Spa
NOVA Medical Education Campus
NOVA Pediatrics
RE/MAX Allegiance-Burke
and Franconia offices
Sandy Spring Bank
TITLE Boxing Club Springfield
Union First Market Bank-West Springfield
Walker’s Grille
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Governor McDonnell Proposes Amendments to 2012-2014 Budget
On Dec. 17, Governor Bob McDonnell, unveiled his proposed
amendments to the 2012-2014 biennial budget in a speech to the
Joint Money Committees of the General Assembly. The governor’s
budget amendments capitalize on $92.7 million in agency savings,
reductions in spending of $431.6 million and conservative
budget forecasting to focus resources on addressing Virginia’s
transportation challenges, education reforms, health care program
and reserves. The amendments target state spending on the core
functions of government, and on policies most directly tied to job
creation and economic development, while not raising taxes.
Virginia revenue estimates, adjusted for a standard minus
outlook, expect general fund revenues to grow at 3.6 percent
in FY 2013 and 3.8 percent in FY 2014. Overall, the governor’s
budget amendments result in a net increase in overall spending for
operations of $211.4 million, including 75 amendments from either
targeted or agency reduction plans for a savings of $92.7 million,
75 individual amendments which decrease spending by a total of
$431.6 million, and 204 amendments which increase spending by a
total of $735.7 million for the biennium.
The spending increases focus on six major themes for improving
Virginia’s financial health, including:
• Provide adequate funding for core services and reduce structural
imbalances and gimmicks
• Increase liquidity to guard against future economic uncertainty

•
•
•
•

and the potential impact of federal spending reductions
Increase support for instructional spending on public education
Continue investments in higher education
Improve funding for transportation
Improve support for localities

Speaking about the budget amendments, Governor McDonnell
said, “In these difficult times for Virginia and our country,
state governments are called upon to lead the nation in fiscally
responsible decisions that address the core concerns of our citizens
without rhetoric, unsustainable spending practices and gridlock as
displayed by our leaders in Washington. The Commonwealth has a
longstanding record of working across party lines to demonstrate
fiscal responsibility, accountability and restraint in our stewardship
of the people’s resources.
“Since the beginning of this administration, we have eliminated
$6 billion in budget shortfalls and turned those into three years
of surpluses totaling nearly $1.4 billion, even in the face of slow
growth in our tax revenues. We have not raised taxes. We have
invested historic new funding into transportation and job creation,
and we have made the tough choices about where limited taxpayer
dollars should be directed to best spur private-sector job creation,
resulting in the lowest unemployment rate in the Southeast, and the
second-lowest rate east of the Mississippi River.
The full budget document is available at dpb.virginia.gov.

495 Express Lanes – What you Need to Know
The 495 Express Lanes opened in November, offering motorists
traveling on the Capital Beltway in Northern Virginia a more
predictable commute. These new lanes, stretching from just north of
the Dulles Toll Road to the Springfield Interchange, offer commuters
new travel choices: car pools, van pools and buses can use the lanes
for free while single or double occupancy vehicles have a toll-paying
option.

A look down the 495 Express Lanes. Drivers can watch for the green signs with
E-ZPass® logos to find the entry and exit points for the lanes, which run down
the center of I-495.
For drivers in Springfield, there is a northbound entrance to the
express lanes from the general purpose lanes on I-495 just south
of Braddock Road. If you’re coming from Braddock Road to the
beltway, there is an entry ramp on the Braddock Road overpass to the
4
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northbound express lanes.
Although there is not another entrance to the northbound express
lanes from the general purpose lanes, there are entry ramps from the
Gallows Road and Little River Turnpike overpasses just north of
Springfield. Further north, there are ramps at Arlington Blvd, Lee
Highway, I-66, Leesburg Pike, Chain Bridge Road and Jones Branch
Drive.
Make sure you have an E-ZPass® or E-ZPass Flex™
With the exception of motorcycles, emergency vehicles and buses,
all motorists must have an EZPass® to use the 495 Express Lanes.
There are two E-ZPass® options – a standard E-ZPass® or an
E-ZPass Flex™. The E-ZPass® you need will depend on how you
plan to use the Express Lanes. Both types can be used to pay tolls
wherever E-ZPass® is accepted. To get a toll-free trip, you need
three or more people in your vehicle and an E-ZPass Flex™ set to
HOV mode. You can switch the E-ZPass Flex™ between the nonpaying HOV mode and the regular toll-paying mode. The E-ZPass
Flex™ helps ensure HOV-3 travelers get a toll-free trip while helping
to prevent others from using the lanes unlawfully. If you are not
planning to travel in the 495 Express Lanes with three or more
people, you can use a standard E-ZPass®, but will not have the
option to travel toll-free even with a high occupancy vehicle.
The E-ZPass® is available at:
• EZPassVA.com
• E-ZPass Customer Service Center
• AAA Mid-Atlantic stores in Virginia
• Select Giant and Wegmans in Northern Virginia

Economic Census Forms Due Feb. 12
Over the last couple months, 16,000
businesses in Fairfax County received 2012
Economic Census forms from the U.S. Census
Bureau.
Federal Reserve Board Chairman, Ben
Bernanke, has called this census “indispensable
to understanding America’s economy.” Taken
every five years, the Economic Census “assures
the accuracy of the statistics we rely on for
sound economic policy and for successful
business planning,” said Bernanke.
Collected for years ending in “2” and
“7”, Economic Census results serve as the
foundation for the gross domestic product and
other indicators of economic performance. The
statistics are also used by trade associations,
economic development agencies and many
individual businesses.
Business owners have access to a wealth
of interesting facts from the last Economic
Census, available at business.census.gov.
Chances are yours was one of the businesses
that received a Census form. Forms, which are
due back to the Census Bureau Feb. 12, went to
all but the very smallest businesses.
To reduce the burden on the business
community, forms were not sent to businesses
without paid employees. Forms for each

establishment of multi-location companies were
sent to company headquarters.
The forms ask for basic information like
your location, employment, payroll and sales
by type of product or service. Businesses that
received a form are required by law (Title 13,
U.S. Code) to respond.
Businesses, communities and governments
use Economic Census statistics for planning
and market development. Information is
published for more than 1,000 industries as well
as for states, counties, cities and metropolitan
areas.
The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce urges all businesses that received
the 2012 Economic Census to complete and
return the forms. You may complete the paper
forms provided or report online using the user
names and passwords provided with the forms.
Meeting the Feb. 12 deadline saves the
government time and money. But businesses
running out of time can get help with their
form, or even request a 30-day extension, at the
Census Bureau’s business help site at econhelp.
census.gov or by calling 1-800-233-6136.
Timely and accurate response today means
better information tomorrow for our businesses
and community.

EDA presents Procurement Academy
The Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority (FCEDA) continues its Procurement
Academy, a series of workshops running
through June 2013 designed to help businesses
navigate the government contracting process.
The workshops are appropriate for
procurement novices and those who are
seasoned in the contracting arena and will
emphasize practical strategies needed to land
government contracts. Sessions are held at
Teqcorner located at 1616 Anderson Road,
Tysons Corner.
Each of the sessions explores a different
aspect of the procurement process and includes
a panel discussion featuring Fairfax County
business people whose companies have been
successful in government contracting sectors.
“The Procurement Academy workshops
should be must-attend events for any company

Academy Dates

that wants to build their business with
government customers, especially in this difficult
budget cycle,” said Gerald L. Gordon, Ph.D.,
president and CEO of the FCEDA. “These
sessions are another way the FCEDA is helping
businesses in Fairfax County grow and succeed.”
This series is one of several kinds of
workshops presented by the FCEDA and its
Business Diversity Division to promote Fairfax
County as a dynamic business community. With
next-door access to Washington, D.C., Fairfax
County hosts a vibrant business-to-government
sector, including nearly every major prime
contractor and a diverse array of entrepreneurial
firms. Area businesses also take advantage
of a base of business networks and service
providers with deep federal market experience,
plus a workforce rich in government sales and
engineering expertise.

Jan. 16: Capture Planning, Proposal Development and Win Strategies
Feb. 20: Legal Aspects of Government Contracting
Mar. 20: Woman-Owned Businesses – Maximizing Opportunities in Government Contracting
Apr. 17: Small Business Legislative Update
May 15: Teaming, Joint Ventures and Strategic Alliances
June 12: Marketing to the Government – Best Practices, Market Intelligence, Tips and Techniques

Silver Sponsors*
Dan’s Van Lines
LeMay & Company

Bronze Sponsors*
Allegra Marketing • Print • Mail
BB&T
Commonwealth Cooling & Heating
Kingstowne Residential Owners Corp.
Optfinity
Wash Fair Car Wash

*at time of printing

MEMBER OPPORTUNITY
All members of the Greater
Springfield Chamber of
Commerce may post
employment opportunities
in the Job Bank on the
Chamber’s website,
springfieldchamber.org, at
no charge. Log in to the
Member Center to post jobs.
Jobs may be listed for one
or more weeks and may
include a detailed or general
job description. Job postings
are visible on the Chamber
website in the About Us
section and broadcast on the
Chamber’s Facebook page.
Contact the Chamber office,
703-866-3500, for more
information and assistance
with log in.

Take Advantage
of your Chamber!
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Members in the News
embroider y,
LLC

Jamie a. mastandrea, esQ.
Attorney and Counselor at Law
Jamie A. Mastandrea, P.C.

Burke Professional Center
5200-B Rolling Road
Burke, Virginia 22015

Telephone: 703-323-5900
Facsimile: 703-323-5902
jamie@mastandrealaw.com

Member Profile
After responding to a bid request from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Pro-Line Embroidery, in November, was
awarded a significant clothing contract to
support the employees and volunteers who
were part of the Hurricane Sandy emergency
and clean-up effort in New Jersey and New

York. The contract called for 700 shirts and
jackets to be sourced and embroidered at
Pro-Line’s Springfield facility.
For more information:
goproline.com

The law office of Jamie A. Mastandrea, P.C. is pleased to announce that Christine S.
Ramapuram, Esq. has joined the firm as an associate attorney. Ramapuram has eight years of
civil litigation experience and is admitted to practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia
and the District of Columbia. She will concentrate her practice in general civil litigation,
family law, business law and traffic matters.
For more information:
mastandrealaw.com

www.mastandrealaw.com

Experience That Makes The Difference

On Jan. 17, Meghan Snyder, owner of Meghan Snyder Communications, LLC will present a
social media workshop for the Northern Virginia Association of Volunteer Administration.
Snyder will speak about how best to utilize social media to effectively communicate with target
audiences, particularly volunteers, potential volunteers and the media.
For more information:
meghansnydercommunications.com

Tracy Betts, CEO/owner, Balance
Interactive, attended the 2012 Tuck-WBENC
Executive Program. The executive program
was held Sept. 30-Oct. 5 at the IBM Learning
Center in Armonk, NY. The Tuck-WBENC
Executive Exchange Program is an intensive,

five-day executive development program
for WBENC-Certified Women’s Business
Enterprises (WBEs).

Transurban Offers Faster Travel Solutions
The newly opened 495 Express Lanes offer travelers a way to
bypass traffic on the Capital Beltway between Springfield and Tysons
Corner. Operated by Transurban, these lanes are one example of the
group’s mission to partner with governments and deliver roads that
meet community needs over the long term.
Transurban is a toll road owner and operator with interests in
Australia and the U.S. In Northern Virginia, their focus is on offering
new choices for faster travel in the region. The 495 Express Lanes do
this. The 95 Express Lanes, currently under construction, will add to
the solution by creating a high-occupancy or toll (HOT) route from
Dumfries to Tysons Corner for both HOV and toll-paying drivers.
“So far, response to the lanes has been positive. While this
new option will take some getting-used-to, those who have taken
advantage of the 495 Express Lanes realize the benefit,” said Mike
McGurk, Corporate Relations Associate, Transurban. “We are
tracking lane usage and will release those statistics in early 2013.”
Transurban, headquartered in Melbourne, Australia, grew its
presence in the U.S. in 2006 with a concession to operate a toll
road in Richmond, Virginia. An Australian Securities Exchange Top
50 Company, Transurban has an ownership stake in eight roads
internationally and was listed in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes
World list four times.
Their office on Edsall Road in Alexandria, houses the control
center for the 495 Express Lanes. This center is staffed 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. There, staff sees live video of the roadway,
receives data from E-ZPass® transponders required to travel the
lanes, monitors traffic and can dispatch emergency assistance quickly
if needed. The real-time toll is calculated and disseminated from
this office as a result of a computer-generated algorithm, and the
control center is equipped to serve as a communications base in an
emergency.

For more information:
balanceinteractive.com

Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc. announced it has repurchased all of the Company’s Series
A Cumulative Perpetual Preferred Stock that was issued to the U.S. Treasury under the TARP
Capital Purchase Program. Pursuant to the redemption, the Treasury received from Virginia
Commerce $71.3 million, consisting of $71.0 million in liquidation value of the preferred
stock and approximately $256 thousand in accrued and unpaid dividends for the current
quarter. The redemption will eliminate approximately $5.5 million annually in cash dividends
on the preferred stock and related expenses.

officials and chambers of commerce, we invest in the long-term
success of where we live, work and operate.”
In addition to the monetary investment required to develop and
operate the roadways, Transurban-Fluor has invested roughly $15,000
through grants to homeowners associations in the Greater Springfield
area, TAGS, the Santa Hayride at Lake Accotink Park and Springfield
Days.

Families enjoy Santa’s Hayride through the snow at Lake Accotink Park in
2010. Events like this were made possible through Transurban-Fluor’s project
grant program.
The partnership between the Virginia Department of
Transportation, Transurban and Flour that made the 495 Express
Lanes a reality came with a significant economic impact as well.
During construction the project supported more than 16,000 jobs
and generated nearly $3.5 billion in benefit to the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area, according to a study by George Mason University’s
Center for Regional Analysis. The project has awarded $450 million
in contracts to small and disadvantaged businesses, including 134
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise companies and 149 Small,
Women, and Minority Owned companies.
For more information, visit transurban.com.au/57.htm.

For more information:
vcbonline.com

In December, OptfinITy participated with
a booth at the ASAE Tech12 Show. During
the show OptfinITy debuted a new mobile
application, PixMemory for the iPad, and
the feedback was fantastic. The application
will soon be available in the App Store. At
6
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the event, OptfinITy awarded an iPad Mini
to one winner selected from 10 finalists
after playing PixMemory.
For more information:
lkrajnak@optfinity.com

Staffed 24 hours a day, Transurban’s operations room is an impressive place
where workers monitor traffic on the I-495 Express Lanes via live video feed
directly from the lanes.
“Transurban partners with governments and communities to
address their transportation needs. Our engagement with the
residents of those neighborhoods is a critical piece of how we
approach our partnerships,” said McGurk. “Through our project
grant programs, relationships with community groups, elected

In an effort to communicate with and educate the community about the 495
Express Lanes, teams from Transurban greeted TAGS riders at the bus stop
with coffee, doughnuts and the ability to answer questions and explain the new
transportation option.
WINTER 2013 NEWS & VIEWS
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An Update from our Committees

Our Political Leaders in Action

YPN Continues to Generate Excitement
Get INVOLVED

Join a Chamber
Committee.
Ambassador
Community Affairs
Economic Development
Legislative
Marketing
Membership
Veterans
Young Professionals
Network
Visit
springfieldchamber.org
for more information.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

On Dec. 10, Empire Nightclub hosted the
second Happy Hour networking event for the
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce’s
new Young Professionals Network (YPN).
Like the first event in October, the Dec.
10 event was met with much excitement
from attendees. “I’ve heard a lot of positive
comments. The young professionals are
enthusiastic to get involved, and they are
happy to have networking events more tailored
to them,” said Mike McGurk, chair of YPN.
“The younger employees are in a position to
learn and to build their career, while the young
entrepreneur is focused on growing their
business to the next level.”
YPN currently offers an opportunity for
employees of Chamber member companies
who are under 40 to network with their peers
in a casual, fun environment. Going forward,
there will be a committee focused on YPN
events with plans to offer not only general

networking, but outings, seminars, professional
development opportunity and even some
collaborative events with other networking
groups as well as the Chamber’s general
membership.
Opportunities are available to all Chamber
member companies to exhibit at a YPN event.
An exhibiting company pays a small fee
and/or provides a door prize. In return, that
company may set up a booth to promote their
business. They also have the opportunity to
network with the attendees of the group, and
are given a few minutes to speak at the event.
There are plans to host the first YPN
committee meeting in January. Anyone
interested in joining the committee should
contact Nancy-jo Manney at the Chamber
office or Mike McGurk at mmcgurk@
transurban.com. YPN committee meetings
and networking events will be listed on the
Chamber website as they are scheduled.

New Committees and Committee Leadership
The Greater Springfield Chamber
accomplishes much of its work through
the efforts of committee volunteers.
The Chamber currently has seven active
committees, one in the formation stage and
one in the redevelopment stage.
Employees of Chamber member
companies are encouraged to find a
committee that interests them, and get
involved. Participating at the committee level
is an ideal means to increase your community
exposure or spread your company message.
The commitment to participate only requires
a few hours each month. Some committees
meet monthly, some bi-monthly and some
virtually.
The Chamber has recently begun the
process of forming a committee for
government contractors. A group of
members is developing a set of objectives

and goals and hopes to have the committee
in a fully active state by spring. For more
information about this committee contact
Francesca O’Connor at CCI, 703-569-8763
or foconnor@ccione.com.
After a year as Chamber president
Dick Lucier has been appointed chair
of the Chamber’s Veterans Committee.
He invites veteran-owned businesses to
join the committee and help revitalize its
mission. Contact Dick at 703-455-8081 or
lucieratfic@aol.com.
Members can find a complete list of
Chamber committees under the Get Involved
tab at springfieldchamber.org.
Active committee participation will grow
your network of contacts and you’ll gain
first-hand knowledge about issues that
impact our business community.

SCAN ME!
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Nov. 17 was a great day for anyone
using the Capital Beltway on a regular
basis. Transurban, Fluor and VDOT
opened the much anticipated 495 Express
Lanes. I have been a strong advocate of
the 495 Express Lanes, and HOT lanes
even before there was a project because
they provide transportation choices,
demonstrate the ingenuity of the private
sector and provide additional capacity.
Transportation Choices. The 495
Supervisor Pat Herrity
Express Lanes provide commuters with
Springfield District
choices including, for the first time in this
corridor, HOV and mass transit:
• You can now choose to take a bus and get a quicker trip to work in
lanes guaranteed to run at 55 mph.
• You can choose to join a carpool or slug (HOV-3), use the Express
Lanes and get a quicker trip to work without a toll.
• If you are late for a job interview or to relieve a babysitter or are
a plumber that bills by the hour, you can now choose to make a
financial decision to pay the toll to drive at 55 mph. Prices will
vary.
• If you prefer you can also choose to continue to ride in the free
lanes. These lanes should be less congested because of the capacity
• of the new Express Lanes.
Private Sector Ingenuity. When the initial plans for 495 were

This spring the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce will join forces with the
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber to co-host a power networking event at the Belle Haven
Country Club. Mark your calendar now and join us Wednesday, April 3 at 8 a.m. for
a breakfast buffet followed by a structured power networking program. Advance
registration is requested. Tickets are $25 per person and may be purchased online through
the events calendar at springfieldchamber.org.

announced, the planned project was for two barrier separated HOV
lanes. The project cost was $3.6 billion and took 1,800 homes and
part of the Capital One parking garage. There was not, and still
would not be, a way to find the funding.
Private sector ingenuity reduced the cost of the project by more
than half to $1.6 billion, including the reconstruction of all of the
overpasses. They created a funding mechanism (the tolls) to pay for
the project and then completed the project in record time and ahead
of schedule.
Additional Capacity. Not only have we added two lanes in each
direction that should be high capacity lanes with mass transit and
HOV, the project also added several different entrances into Tysons
Corner putting 495 Express Lane riders right into Tysons at Jones
Branch Drive and Westpark Drive relieving some of the congestion
at Route 7 and Route 123.
In tight fiscal times public-private partnerships, like the 495
Express Lanes project, are an important way we can add capacity.
Without this partnership there would be no end in sight for I-495
congestion. I have been working with local elected officials, VDOT
and the Secretary of Transportation to make them a reality in the
I-66 corridor where we need significant congestion relief. I also
believe there is the opportunity to connect these into Maryland
and up the HOV corridor on I-270, expanding a network of semidedicated lanes where carpools and mass transit provide a time
advantage commute to attract riders and reduce congestion.

1,000 Trees in 1,000 Days

ALBAN TIRE CORP.
Serving the METRO AREA for over 35 years!
Experience the most fuel-efficient line of tires on the road
and enjoy exceptional long-lasting performance with Michelin.
Category testing based on SAE J1269 rolling resistance industry practice

Special Event: Power Networking
Stay connected

495 Express Lanes Offer Choice, Clear Traffic Congestion

Mechanical Services offered: Shocks, Struts,
Alignment, Tune-ups, Lube, Oil, Filter, Front
End Services.

www.albantire.com
7244 Boudinot Dr.
Springfield, VA 22150

703-455-9300

Transurban and Fluor are bringing congestion
relief and new travel choices to the I-95
corridor between Edsall Road and Quantico.
While they will do everything possible to
minimize impacts, construction of the
project will require the removal of trees
and brush.
As part of their long-term commitment
to the communities in which they operate,
Transurban and Fluor are partnering with businesses
and residents in the I-95/395 corridor to return
some of the greenery which makes the area so
beautiful. To do this, they ask for your help.
Write them at info@95expresslanes.com
and recommend places in your community where you would
like to see a new tree. Parks, schools or common areas in your
neighborhood are good locations.
If your nomination is selected, residents and visitors will
enjoy the new trees for years to come.
Nominations will be accepted and trees will be awarded
throughout the 29-month construction schedule and until
Transurban and Fluor meet their commitment of providing
1,000 trees in 1,000 days. Help them get one step closer to this
pledge and submit your nomination today.
For more information or to submit an online application visit
95expresslanes.com/1000trees.
WINTER 2013 NEWS & VIEWS
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2012 Annual Dinner

Incoming board members were elected by membership to serve a three year term.
From left to right: Patrick Barney, 4 More Travel; Karen Brown, Realtor; Karen
Fountain, Flowers n Ferns; Dick Lucier, Diversified Benefits Agency; Mike
McGurk, Transurban

Detective Jonathon Bryant (left) received the 2012 Public Service
award from Eric Williams (right), owner of Wash Fair Car Wash.

Presenting Sponsor

Accepted by Scott and MaryBeth Brown, Todd Lattimer (right) of
Union First Market Bank presented the Corporate Citizen of the
Year award to Cardinal Plaza Shell.

Table Sponsors
Accelerated Physical Therapy
BB&T

The Herbert C. Hunter Citizen of the Year award was presented to Eddie Garretson
for the creation of Challenger Baseball and Eddie’s Club, offering recreational
opportunities for children who face unique physical challenges.

Colonial Animal Hospital
Eddie Greenan Jewelers
Interstate Moving & Storage
M. Quinn Designs

Souny West (left), winner of the Business Owner of the Year award, with her team from The
W Salon, located in Burke.

The team from Franconia Gulf smiles for the camera
before the program begins.
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Empire is a live entertainment venue and nightclub
located in West Springfield. They went through
extensive renovations and opened their doors in
January 2012 and have been bringing local and
national acts to the Northern Virginia community
since. For more information about Empire visit
empire-nova.com.

Following dinner, guests at the Annual Dinner heard from various presenters, as awards were
announced and members were recognized for their support of the Chamber over the past year.

Media Masters
NOVA Medical Education Campus
TJP Writing Services
Town & Country Pools
Union First Market Bank
Wash Fair Car Wash
The 2012 Annual Dinner was held at the Hilton Springfield. Tables were covered with
gold tablecloths and decorated with festive centerpieces designed by Flowers n Ferns.

From left to right: Mike Salkind, In-A-Bind; Mike
McGurk, Transurban; and Mark Russell, Metro
Run & Walk get to know each other during open
networking.

Patrick Barney and Susan “Sam” Shockley,
owners of 4 More Travel

Outgoing board member, Brian Foley (left)
presented the gavel to incoming President,
Michael Drobnis (right), owner of OptfinITy.
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Message from the Executive Director
Chamber Welcomes
New Members
America’s Swimming Pool Co.
8800 Mayload Court
Springfield, VA 22153
703-594-1775
BTW Images, LLC
7543 Axton Street
Springfield, VA 22151
btwimages.com
703-340-6383
Douglas Crab Cakes
7011C Manchester Boulevard
Alexandria, VA 22310
douglascrabcakes.com
703-347-6172
Intelligent Evolution, Inc.
3337 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
intellivolve.com
703-370-7433
JRJ Pro Clean
5808 Harvey Place
Alexandria, VA 22303
703-928-3364
M. Quinn Designs
4124 Downing Street
Annandale, VA 22003
mquinndesigns.com
703-354-6359
The W Salon
6003-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015
wsalonva.com
703-250-0800

The Membership Advantage
As we kick off
2013 here are a few
reminders to help you
take advantage of your
membership in the
Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce.
Your business, not
simply a single employee,
is the Chamber member.
The entire company
Nancy-jo Manney
benefits when a single
sales rep prospers. When the widget salesperson
networks at a Chamber event, the rep’s job is
to turn a relationship into a closed sale. A sale
grows their commission, but that’s just the
beginning. The widget company grows their
bottom line. And don’t forget to consider the
referrals that will come directly through the front
desk in the future. The widget company can
now pay their admin staff more per hour. The
employee is happy and decides to stick around
for another year. Your employee turnover
costs greatly diminish. Your business gets all
this for the nominal investment of Chamber
membership. It doesn’t matter if you sell hotel
rooms, financial security, food or a service, the
same holds true for you.
So you know that Chamber membership
is important, but you’re still not sure how to
take advantage of the vast array of benefits.
Consider taking advantage of just a few of
these opportunities and your company will get
exposure.
If you are reading this article, you’ve realized

one of the most basic benefits – the newsletter.
But are you also receiving emails with timely
updates? If not, let me know, 703-866-3500 or
manney@springfieldchamber.org.
Sponsor a Chamber function such as a lunch,
our Golf Outing or Annual Dinner. Event
sponsorships can be secured for as little as $250
and provide your company great exposure not
only at the event but on our website and in News
& Views.
In News & Views we feature short reviews of
member projects and successes. We also have a
Member News section on our website. Please
email us your press releases on a regular basis.
Offer a member to member discount. These
deals are found on the Chamber’s website
springfieldchamber.org under Membership.
Appoint multiple employees to join Chamber
committees. This is a great opportunity for
employees who shy away from networking but
have lots to share and thrive on service. There’s
a committee for every personality. When your
co-workers participate on committees, your
company name gets exposure again and again.
Write an occasional business friendly article
for News & Views. Use your professional knowhow by sharing best practices with your fellow
members. We’ll include a plug for your company.
Use the Chamber’s searchable online member
directory. If you’re a member, you’re there. Not
only can local residents find you when they have
a need, you can also find a fellow member with
whom to do business. Oh, and when you do use
a fellow member, by all means tell them so.
Help your Chamber help your business grow.

Springfield Mall: The Ground has Finally Broken

TITLE Boxing Club Springfield
6228 Rolling Road
Springfield, VA 22152
titleboxingclub.com
703-644-CLUB
V&F Office Products
7600 M Fullerton Road
Springfield, VA 22153
vfop.com
703-569-9500
The Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce is an
organization of businesses
with ties to Burke, Fairfax
Station, Franconia, Kingstowne,
Lorton Station, Newington and
Springfield.
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Standing in front of the once Garfinkles store on a crystal clear day in late November 2012 Supervisor Jeff
McKay held a press event with local businesses and residents to launch the visible demolition work now underway
at Springfield Mall. The two-year project is on schedule to be completed in mid-2014. Pictured with Supervisor
McKay is Mitchell Schear, president of Vornado/Charles E. Smith. Schear directs the performance and growth of
Vornado’s extensive 25 million square foot portfolio in the Washington DC region.

