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Tickets Available for Above & Beyond Luncheon
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Did you know there
is a true community
bank in Springfield?
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SAVE THE DATE
Springfield Days
Sat, May 31 - Sun, June 1
Legislative Meet & Greet
Thu, Aug. 21
Golf Outing
Mon, Sept. 15

Presenters and awardees from 2013 Above & Beyond Luncheon. Back Row: Leon Harris, Deputy Chief Robert J.
Zoldos, Capt Jim Baumstark, Lt Col Mark Sites, Capt Joe Hill, Michael Drobnis. Front Row, honorees - Capt Fred
Brandell Jr., Detective Monica Meeks, PFC Omecihuatl Mann, PFC James L. Thur.
On Monday, June 16 the community will
honor Fairfax County first responders at the
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce’s
second annual Above & Beyond Luncheon to be
held this year at Embassy Suites Springfield.
The benefit lunch honors first responders
who better the community by quietly
volunteering their personal time, energy and
funds to fill a need in the greater Springfield
area. Proceeds from the event benefit Fairfax
County Police, Fire & Rescue and Sheriff
funds and the Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce Foundation.
Nominations are now being accepted for the
first responder awards.
Tickets to the event are $50 and can be
purchased online at springfieldchamber.org.

In addition, the Chamber is seeking sponsors
to offset costs and boost the proceeds to the
non-profit foundations. To be recognized as a
supporter of our community’s first responders,
call Michael Drobnis, Above & Beyond chair,
703-790-0400.

Luncheon Sponsors
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Get Ready for Springfield Days 2014
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The annual Springfield Days Festival is held the weekend after Memorial Day. This springtime
tradition brings together local businesses, organizations and residents to celebrate our community
and enjoy family-friendly activities.
On the schedule this year is the Springfield 5K back for its fifth year, the PetFest at South Run
RECenter, an enthusiast’s Car Show at the American Legion and the famous Cardboard Boat
Regatta at Lake Accotink Park.
Corporate sponsors and community volunteers are
needed every year to successfully run the various events.
The Springfield 5K kicks off the weekend Saturday
morning, May 31. This is the signature race event for
southern Fairfax County. The 2014 course uses the roads
around the re-developing Springfield Town Center. After
the race, stick around and enjoy live music, great food,
prize drawings, wellness specialists and a sponsor expo.
For more information about sponsorship opportunities,
online registration and volunteer needs visit the race
online at runspringfield.org
After the race stop by the farmers market located
across the parking lot at Springfield Town Center.
Pet lovers will once again find the PetFest and Paws
on Parade at South Run on Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Pet-related businesses interested in exhibiting should
Kicking off Springfield Days is the Springfield
contact Diana Greiner, diana@felixandoscar.com to
reserve space. Mark your calendar and come on out for a 5K. It’s a family-friendly race, whether you’re
competing or cheering the racers on.
day full of family, and pet, friendly activities.
American Legion Post 176 will host its annual Car
Show on Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Car enthusiasts will find the line-up of vehicles, spanning the
years, in the commuter lot on Old Keene Mill Road at Springfield Boulevard. Call the Legion to
register and show your car, 703-440-0335.
If you’ve never experienced the Cardboard Boat Regatta, you may think cardboard and water
simply don’t mix. But at this popular event, to be held Sunday, June 1, cardboard boat creations
will be judged on design and seaworthiness as their captains and crews attempt to keep their
waterlogged cardboard craft from submerging in the race to the finish. New this year, a business
category has been added for boat entries. Challenge your neighbor or fellow Chamber member.
For more information about the Springfield Days Festival and to learn how you and your
co-workers can get involved in the 2014 activities visit springfielddays.com. You may also get up-todate info at facebook.com/springfielddays.

Kathleen McDermott
Alliance Law Group
Mark Russell
Metro Run & Walk
Meghan Snyder
Meghan Snyder Communications
Beatrice Veney
NVCC Medical Education Campus
Jessica Walters
Hilton Springfield
Teams race to the finish line at the Cardboard Boat Regatta, a popular Springfield Days event held at Lake Accotink.
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Message from the President
The Chamber Helps Build Community
What does “community” mean to
you? When I think of the word, I am
instantly reminded of the many Norman
Rockwell paintings. Community to me
is where you have a sense of belonging
– where your local grocer is also your
neighbor – kind of like Bedford Falls in
It’s a Wonderful Life. Now, I know this
is a utopian view of community, but I
believe it still can be achieved in some
manner. I also believe that the Chamber
Bob LeMay
has an important role in developing and
building community within a region.
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce has been working
hard over the past 57 years to do just that. From working to bring
the community events, like Springfield Days, to advocating for the
redevelopment of central Springfield; from working with the local
schools and NOVA community college, to leading the charge in
bringing a local bus system to our neighborhood; and finally working
closely with the redevelopment of the Springfield Town Center. Your
Chamber has taken the title of “community champion” to heart. The
great thing is that the Chamber does not just do this for our
members. Our entire community benefits from the work we do.
 	 Because of our continued involvement with the Springfield Days

Festival, all businesses benefit from new consumers who come to
our Springfield community to take part in the festivities. Because of
the redevelopment we are seeing in our neighborhood, Springfield
is fast becoming a place to be, not just to locate a new business
but also to move and live. Our home values are now reaping the
benefit. TAGS, our own local bus system is bringing us all closer
together. It is also tying the transportation center to our overall
community, bringing consumers from out of town to our shops and
making it easier for our residents to live here while working out of
town. Thanks to our work with NOVA and our local school system,
the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce is ensuring that our
community has a vibrant well educated workforce that will secure our
communities continued growth.
Regardless of if you are a member or not, we all benefit from
the mission of the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce in
bringing local businesses together in greater Springfield to develop
and promote balanced economic growth and business opportunities
in harmony with the objectives of our community.

Have you displayed
your member decal?

Member - 2014
www.springfieldchamber.org

ALBAN TIRE CORP.

Serving the METRO AREA for over 40 years!
Experience the most fuel-efficient line of tires on the road
and enjoy exceptional long-lasting performance with Michelin.
Category testing based on SAE J1269 rolling resistance industry practice

Mechanical Services offered: Shocks, Struts,
Alignment, Tune-ups, Lube, Oil, Filter, Front
End Services.

MEETINGS THAT MAKE
YOU LOOK OH-SO-GOOD.
You book the meeting
and we'll give you all the credit for knocking their socks oﬀ.
We are the masters in the art of hospitality
and we look forward to spoiling you rotten.
For more information call (703) 971-8900 or email jessica.walters@hilton.com

www.albantire.com
7244 Boudinot Dr.
Springfield, VA 22150

703-455-9300

6550 Loisdale Rd | Springfield | VA | 22150 | springfieldva.hilton.com
©2014 Hilton Worldwide
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Highway Transportation Improvements Coming to Mark Center
up and reinforced to create a foundation for the new northbound
To keep traffic moving to and from the Defense Department’s
lane. Over the coming summer, motorists heading north on I-395
Mark Center facility off Seminary Road at I-395, the Virginia
can expect lane closures in this area during non-peak travel times.
Department of Transportation (VDOT) is embarking on a pair
Later this spring, work will begin on a ramp from the I-395 HOV
of highway improvements in, and around, the Seminary Road
lanes up to Seminary Road on
interchange to improve the
the top level of the Seminary
traffic flow.
Road/ I-395 interchange. This
In March, VDOT began
project will also completely
clearing an area on the
replace the existing Seminary
northbound side of I-395 for
Road bridge deck. The ramp
a new auxiliary lane stretching
will connect directly to the
from the Duke Street (Route
reconstructed Seminary Road
236) on-ramp to the Seminary
Bridge. There will be a traffic
Road (Route 420) off-ramp.
signal at Seminary Road, where
The completion of the new
motorists can go left to the Mark
lane is scheduled to coincide
Center or right towards the City
with the opening of the 95
Photo by Mike Salmon/Virginia Megaprojects
of Alexandria. When the project
Express Lanes at the end of
is completed in 2016, vehicles
2014 and will help facilitate
Looking north on I-395 near the Mark Center, VDOT is clearing the land for a with three or more riders will
access from the express lanes
new auxiliary lane that will ease traffic congestion to Seminary Road.
have a direct route to the Mark
to the Mark Center area as
Center in the morning and to
well as improve the flow of
points south in the afternoon.
traffic at the Seminary Road exit ramp. Along with the clearing,
Construction will also begin this spring on a completely new,
crews will shift the northbound lanes to the left towards the High
stand-alone pedestrian bridge across I-395 just north of the
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes to make room for construction
Seminary Road Bridge. This new bridge will provide easier and
of the new outside lane and shoulder.
safer access for pedestrians crossing I-395.
As part of the auxiliary lane project, the shoulder will be built

Calling all little kids,
big kids too …
Flight Trampoline Park is now
open in Springfield
on Fullerton Road.
The greater Springfield area
sure is a great place to live,
work and PLAY!

Visit Flight online at virginia.flighttrampolinepark.com
4
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Bike to Work Day 2014
SILVER SPONSORS
DAN’S VAN LINES
LEMAY & COMPANY

BRONZE SPONSORS
Cyclists stop by the Metro Park pit stop on their way to work on Bike to Work Day 2013. This pit stop will be open
again during the 2014 event.
On Friday, May 16, greater Springfield
area commuters have a great opportunity to
avoid the traffic and congestion they typically
experience in their cars and ride their bikes
to work. It’s Bike to Work Day (BTWD),
sponsored by Commuter Connections and
the Washington Area Bicyclists Association.
Participating provides an opportunity to get
some fresh air, enjoy the network of bike
trails in the area, meet fellow bicyclists and
make a difference, reducing road congestion
and air pollution – even if it is just for one
day.
Starting at 6:30 a.m., area bicyclists can
gather at one of two local BTWD pit stops.
The Burke pit stop will be hosted at the Burke
VRE station near the train platform. The
Springfield/Metro Park pit stop is located
at the gazebo on Walker Lane. At each pit
stop, bicyclists who are on their way to work
will find health-conscious refreshments
and giveaways, friendly smiles and lots of
encouragement.
Some Bike to Work Day participants will
combine their trip with rail or bus while
others will join a caravan of bicyclists all

Member Opportunity
Post Your Events
Members of the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce have the opportunity
to post their company events that are free and
open to the public, on the Chamber’s online
community calendar.
If you’re hosting an open house or grand
opening, tell your fellow members and
Chamber website visitors. Do you have a
professional development seminar in the
works? If you would like to reach a general
audience, you should list your event on the
Chamber’s community calendar.
Non-profit members of the Chamber are

the way to Washington, D.C. Long-distance
cyclists looking for company can find a
convoy or a ride buddy on the BTWD
website.
Register online at biketoworkmetrodc.org.
The first 14,000 registered participants get a
free Bike to Work Day t-shirt. BTWD is a rain
or shine event.

• BTWD began in 1956
• BTWD began locally in the
Metro DC area in 2001
• 14,500 bicyclists took 		
part in BTWD in 2013

invited to post their community awareness and
fundraising events. These could include walka-thons, arts & crafts shows, outdoor fairs and
more.
To take advantage of this free opportunity,
Chamber members should log into their
Member Information Center via business.
springfieldchamber.org/login to post events.
Once in the Member Information Center click
on Share, MyEvents, then scroll down below
the calendar to Create an Event. In addition
to descriptive content community events may
include photos, logos and an external link to
the events main website.
Contact the Chamber office for assistance
navigating the Member Information Center or
for login credentials, 703-866-3500.

Allegra Marketing • Print • Mail
BB&T
Kingstowne Residential Owners Corp.
OptfinITy
Wash Fair Car Wash

UPCOMING EVENTS
Networking Breakfasts
Wed, April 2
Wed, May 7
Wed, June 4
Members $10
Non-members $20
50% discount on paid
reservations made online 24
hours or more in advance

Networking Mixers
Thu, April 17
Thu, May 15
Thu, June 19
Members $20
Non-members $30
50% discount on paid
reservations made online 24
hours or more in advance

Seminars
Tue, April 8
Social Media for Business
Thu, April 24
Hire a Vet
Luncheon
Mon, June 16
Above & Beyond

Visit
springfieldchamber.org
for more information.
SPRING 2014 NEWS & VIEWS
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Members in the News
Jerry’s Paint and Wallpaper of Springfield raised over $2,000 through the Benjamin Moore
Main Street USA program and donated it to TrailsforYouth.Org. Funds will be used to
support TrailsforYouth.Org’s at-risk youth after-school nature programs, weekly bike rides,
camps and classes.
For more information:
bestpaintnorthernvirginia.com

Walker’s Grille, Virginia’s first LEED
gold certified restaurant, has named Duane
Keller as its Executive Chef. Keller, who has
a long history offering exceptional cuisine
in the finest dining establishments in the
United States and Canada, brings his unique

experience and creativity to the Alexandria
restaurant known for its contemporary
American menu.
For more information:
walkersgrille.com

Cheryl Wilhoyte, Ph.D. of Falls Church is now heading up the Metropolitan School of the
Arts of Lorton. As the head of school, she’ll be tasked to develop, guide and plan academic
and school programming for the D.C. area’s first private, secondary performing arts/academic
school, that serves seventh through 12th graders.
For more information:
metropolitanarts.org
A recent corporate relocation study revealed
that there is a 65% decline in acceptance of
relocation assignments, because employees
are concerned about housing and mortgages.
Interstate Relocation Services, Inc., which
specializes in comprehensive relocation
management solutions for corporate and
government clients, is looking to change that
statistic by adding new talent to its ranks.
The organization recently announced the

appointment of Susan Gilman as Director
of Relocation Services. Susan has more
than 25 years of experience in corporate
human resources, policy development and
management, real estate, global relocation
expense management, and compliance.
For more information:
invan.com

In conjunction with YMCA Alexandria and Patriot Shredding, Halt, Buzas & Powell is
hosting a Community Shredding Event on May 17th from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 420 E. Monroe
Street in Alexandria. Mark your calendars to join us for a fun-filled day where we will provide
free and secure document shredding, outdoor group exercise classes, food and entertainment!
Documents aren’t the only thing you’ll shred!
For more information:
kernest@cpas4you.com.
On Wednesday, Feb. 19, Greenspring
retirement community and Inova Heart &
Vascular Institute partnered to recognize
American Heart Month. The community
hosted a Heart Healthy Chefs Challenge in
which Greenspring’s own chefs prepared
heart healthy dishes in front of a live
audience. Chef Willie Wanzer and Chef
6
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Nik Chanthavisouk, Chef de Cuisine’s at
Greenspring, were awarded “Best Heart
Healthy Meal” by a panel of distinguished
judges.
For more information:
eriksonliving.com

Member Profile
First Virginia Community Bank offers Small Business Owners Expertise

“Small business owners are top experts in what they do,” said
Todd Lattimer, Senior Vice President, First Virginia Community
Bank. “But, they need other specialized experts on their team as well
– accountants, lawyers and bankers for example – that’s where we
come in. We become a part of their expert team, providing not just
banking services, but banking expertise and customized information
to fit their business.”
Fairfax based, First Virginia Community Bank (FVC bank), opened
its Springfield branch on Dec. 2, 2013 at the corner of Backlick Road
and Springfield Boulevard in downtown Springfield. Opening the
location was a team of local personalities hand-selected by Lattimer.
“Together, we have over 100 years of banking experience within the
Springfield community,” Lattimer said of his team. Pati Gambino,
Branch Manager; Sharon Frey, Commercial Loan Specialist and
Brian Tower, Commercial Lending, along with Lattimer, embrace
community banking and welcomed the opportunity to open a new
community bank in Springfield.
First Virginia Community Bank is true to its name. The company
is committed to giving back to the communities where they do
business and encourage employees to be good corporate citizens.
This mentality is what attracted Lattimer and his team. “I like to get
to know my customers,” said Lattimer. “If I understand their goals,
their business and their unique situations, I can help them make
intelligent decisions and offer solutions to their problems – whether
financing something for their business or reviewing their financial
statements for strengths and weaknesses.”

With total assets $500 million and five locations in Northern
Virginia, First Virginia Community Bank is a perfect fit for the local
small business client. Lattimer and his team have never looked at
their customers as just a number. They know them by name. Many
of their customers have followed them from bank to bank over the
years, and the relationships that have developed are obvious.
Lattimer, who actually began his banking career when he was just
17-years-old, has come full circle. In 1990, he opened his Prosperity
Bank office in the exact same location that now houses First Virginia
Community Bank. As stated in their mission, community ties run
deep at FVC bank, which was one of the main factors that attracted
Lattimer and the team. A past president (1994) of the Greater
Springfield Chamber of Commerce and one of the creators of
the Chamber’s Executive Advisory Council, Lattimer’s ties to the
community are strong. During his time as president, he grew the
Chamber’s board from a five member group to having 15 board seats.
FVC bank is now a Gold Sponsor of the Chamber.
First Virginia Community Bank will host a Grand Opening event
on Friday, May 9. All Chamber member businesses are invited to
attend. The main event will be a ribbon cutting ceremony with
Supervisor Jeff McKay at noon, with lunch provided for everyone.
The event will continue with music and prizes until 4 p.m.
For more information about banking with First Virginia
Community Bank, visit fvcbank.com or call 703-672-2590.

SPRING 2014 NEWS & VIEWS
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An Update from our Committees
Community Affairs Committee
GET INVOLVED

Join a Chamber
Committee
Ambassador
Community Affairs
Economic Development
Government Contracting
Legislative
Marketing
Membership
Veterans
Young Professionals
Network
Visit
springfieldchamber.org
for more information

GET INVOLVED

Thanks Book Drive Hosts
The Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce Community Affairs Committee
hosted its 2014 Children’s Book Drive Feb. 10
to April 11. Children’s books were collected
at Chamber events and at area businesses for
distribution to local elementary age students
in time for summer reading. Volunteers from
the Community Affairs Committee will work
with Fairfax County Public Schools to deliver
books to area schools.
This year, the book drive included 27
drop-off locations. The Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce and the Community
Affairs Committee would like to thank those
businesses and organizations that participated
in this year’s collection. A big thank you also
goes to all who donated books to this year’s
drive.
Accelerated Physical Therapy
American Legion Post 176
BB&T
Best Western Springfield

CALIBRE
Courtyard by Marriott
Deli Mall Cafe
Embassy Suites Springfield
Empire Nightclub
FCPS ACE Plum Center
Flowers n Ferns
Hard Times Cafe
Hilton Springfield
Holiday Inn Express Springfield
Homewood Suites Springfield
Inova HealthPlex
Metropolitan School of the Arts
MVLE
Newington Forest Community Association
Northern Virginia Real Estate Services
Office of Braddock District Supervisor
Office of Springfield District Supervisor
OptfinITy
Sandy Spring Bank
Springfield/South County Youth Club
The Residences at Springfield Station
Waterford Receptions

Marketing Committee
Hosts Social Media for Business Seminar
Social media has changed the way businesses
market to and communicate with their
customers and potential customers. This handson seminar explains how and why to get started
with social media for your business.
At this April 8 seminar, presenters Tom

Pfeifer, Consistent Voice Communications,
LLC. and Meghan Snyder, Meghan Snyder
Communications, LLC. directed discussion
focused on the implementation and use of
Facebook and LinkedIn for business.

Invites You to Join Speakers Bureau
Do you want to share your knowledge and
expertise with others? New this year, the
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce
will host a speakers bureau to support our
community. If you’re an employee of a
Chamber member company and would like to

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

be added to the Chamber’s speakers bureau,
contact Peter van Aartrijk, peter@aartrijk.
com, co-chair of the Chamber’s Marketing
Committee. Speakers are not compensated
and should supply one to three 30-60 minute
topics they can speak on.

Veterans Committee
Hosts Hire a Vet Seminar

STAY CONNECTED
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At its April 24 seminar, the Greater
Springfield Chamber of Commerce Veterans
Affairs Committee will host industry experts,
Hope For The Warriors and Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve, as guest speakers,
Employers will learn how to interpret data
on a resume and how to ask the right questions

of a veteran during an interview. The seminar
covers an employer’s responsibilities related to
hiring Reservists and how to interact with the
needs of a Reservist.
For more information about committee
events and participation contact the Chamber
office, 703-866-3500.

Our Political Leaders in Action
Assembly should Move Forward with Pro-Business Marketplace
With this year’s General Assembly
session extended, Richmond had the
opportunity to address one of the most
significant challenges facing businesses
in Virginia. As a small business owner,
I know rising healthcare costs are a
concern for everyone trying to make
payroll. One single issue should not hold
hostage the task of passing a budget, but
I believe business owners should support
Marketplace Virginia, a bipartisan, proSupervisor John Cook
business process for Medicaid expansion
Braddock District
backed by the Virginia Chamber of
Commerce, the Fairfax Chamber and a number of businesses
across the state.
Medicaid is a joint federal/state program that pays for medical
care for the poor, and expansion is aimed at closing the coverage
gap that could affect more than 400,000 Virginians. Though 70
percent of these individuals are employed, they are not covered by
their employer, don’t qualify for Medicaid under Virginia’s current
regulations, or don’t qualify for a subsidy on the new healthcare
exchange.
Marketplace Virginia, the bipartisan proposal passed by the State
Senate, would utilize new federal Medicaid funds to provide those
in the coverage gap with a private health insurance plan. Through

taxes already imposed we are paying for these funds now, but
without a new Medicaid program those dollars, nearly $2 billion,
will be spent in other states. The federal government has committed
to providing 100 percent of the program funding for the first three
years, and gradually reducing to 90 percent funding every year going
forward. If the federal government ever changes the terms of the
funding, the Commonwealth would be free to opt-out.
The Affordable Care Act ended federal payments that helped
hospitals defray the costs of treating uninsured patients. Because
of this, Inova Health Care alone stands to lose well over $50
million per year. Rural hospitals are staring at closure. Without a
Medicaid program such as Marketplace Virginia, hospitals will face
a huge loss of revenue, one they will make up by charging more
for services. Insurance companies will, in turn, charge more for
premiums, and businesses providing health insurance for employees
will face skyrocketing costs.
Marketplace Virginia would reduce these costs by providing
the uninsured a path to coverage, while also continuing to reform
Medicaid. Closing the coverage gap is projected to save the
Commonwealth more than $1 billion over eight years.
The benefits of the Senate’s Marketplace Virginia compromise
are clear. Virginians will receive appropriate, cost effective health
care, and the savings will be passed along to business owners and
taxpayers alike. Embracing this pragmatic, business-based approach
to healthcare is the Virginia thing to do.

Embassy Suites Springfield...
Your New Home

for meetings & Social events

CALIBRE

Nightly Specials in Crossroads Bar & Grill

Enduring Solutions

“Hunter
Hospitality”

at the embassy Suites

Our Success Follows Yours
www.calibresys.com
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Chamber Hosts Annual Golf Outing at Laurel Hill
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce will host its
2014 Golf Outing at Laurel Hill Golf Club. Chamber member
Hope For The Warriors is this year’s beneficiary, and Fairfax
Memorial Park and Funeral Home returns as Presenting Sponsor.
The outing includes lunch, complimentary access to the driving
range and putting green, 18 holes of golf, on-course refreshments,
contest holes, networking dinner and awards.
A limited number of sponsorship opportunities remain. Contact
the Chamber office for details, 703-866-3500.

Presenting Sponsors

Dan LaMay, chair of this year’s planning committee, invites you
to mark your calendar now and join us Monday, Sept. 15 for a
noon shotgun start.
An early-bird registration discount is available through
July 31. Visit the Chamber website for online registration,
springfieldchamber.org.

"Laurel Hill golf club shatters all municipal
stereotypes with a high-end masterpiece that
rivals any course in Northern Virginia...The
conditioning, layout and pure beauty of the
course makes you think 'five star resort' instead
of 'county municipal'."
--Golfinamigos.com
"The decidedly different 'municipal' course
occupies 280 acres and takes full advantage of
the site's outstanding features and views of the
historic prision compound. Bar none, it rivals
any course you'll play in Northern Virginia."
--Bud Key of Teetime Golf Pass
"Laurel Hill Golf Club promises to be a oneof-a kind arrival on the Virginia golf scene."
--Virginia Golfer
"Visually stunning...
a classic golf experience for those who really
love golf."
--Pros N' Hackers

Sarah LeMay on the tee at the Chamber’s 2013 Outing

Become a Mentor at Lynbrook Elementary
Gary Bangs, Lynbrook Elementary School PTA Treasurer

Each week, 14 dedicated adults volunteer as mentors and
spend a half hour or more meeting with a student at Lynbrook.
Generally these meetings occur over the lunch period, and the
mentor takes the student to a quiet place to eat lunch and do
activities that they have developed in common. The key to the
mentor/mentee program is developing relationships.
National studies have shown that students who have been
placed in mentoring programs are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
10

46% less likely than their peers to start using illegal drugs
27% less likely to start drinking
52% less likely to skip a day of school
more trusting of parents or guardians
less likely to lie to parents or guardians
felt more supported and less criticized by peers and friends
SPRING 2014 NEWS & VIEWS

In recognition of the mentors’ work
with Springfield’s youth, Lynbrook
PTA provided $5 Starbuck’s gift cards.
Lynbrook school counselors
continually have a waiting list of 4th
grade students asking to be paired with
a mentor. In order to be a mentor you
must be able to pass a background
check and commit to being a mentor
for the entire academic year.
For more information on the Lynbrook mentoring program or
to help provide support for the program contact Halina Banas
Jones, hbanasjones@fcps.edu.
For more information on mentoring programs within Fairfax
County Public Schools visit fcps.edu/dss/ips/ssaw/mentorworks.

Commercial Improvements Offer Springfield a New Look

Crews are working on
re-facing the exterior facade of
Brookfield Plaza, a long-time
Chamber member. The Plaza
is located on Backlick Road
in central Springfield south
of Old Keene Mill Road, and
includes the main
Springfield post office.

In spite of a cold, snowy
winter, renovation work at the
Springfield Town Center is on
schedule for completion this
fall, in time for the holiday
shopping season. The steel
work on the left side of the
photo is the new movie
theater. The elevated walkway
on the bottom right connects
to the Macy’s garage.

Visit the Town Center online at springfieldtowncenter.com
SPRING 2014 NEWS & VIEWS 11

Message from the Executive Director
CHAMBER WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS
Acupuncture By Cathy
8136 Old Keene Mill Road
Suite A-312
Springfield, VA 22152
acupuncturebycathy.com
703-786-8779
American Cancer Society
124 Park Street, SE
Vienna, VA 22180
cancer.org
703-938-5550
Exceptional Childrens Center
7001 A Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA 22150
exceptionalchildrenscenter.com
703-971-0602
Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315
jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
703-971-7400
Jim Sandidge & Associates
4315 Walney Road
Suite B
Chantilly, VA 20151
mlsnova.com
571-437-5883
Out of the Bubble Bakery, LLC
8555 Groveland Drive
Springfield, VA 22153
obubblebakery.com
571-336-2270
PTI Limo Service
8503 Barrington Court
Unit P
Springfield, VA 22152
ptilimo.com
571-354-5015
The Koinonia Foundation
6037 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA 22310
koinoniacares.org
703-971-1991

The Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce is an
organization of businesses
with ties to Burke, Fairfax
Station, Franconia, Kingstowne,
Lorton Station, Newington and
Springfield.
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The Chamber – Your Source for Information
When a community stakeholder has a question, I would like them to
know that their Chamber is the place to begin. The Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce is a wealth of information.
If you’re preparing your annual marketing plan we can provide you with
an economic development update. This can mean the difference between
planning for the present and planning for the future.
Connect with us to find out what’s happening with Springfield Days and
other community activities. We can direct you to event organizers and let
you know how your business or family can get involved.
You may know that you can use our online member directory to shop
Nancy-jo Manney
local but did you know you can also find county agencies that support our
business community? This online resource is accessed from the Member Directory tab on any
page of our website.
We want to engage with our community – businesses and residents – through Facebook,
facebook.com/gscoc and Twitter, @GrtrSpringfield. Post your questions; let us know how
your Chamber can assist. Use the hashtag #ConnectGrowSucceed to further promote our
organization.
If you prefer face to face networking, we offer two opportunities each month: a networking
breakfast the first Wednesday and an after-hours networking mixer the third Thursday. We send
email reminders so you may register and attend when the date and location is good for you.
Out of town visitors call us for a community map, campground listings, hotels and restaurant
recommendations. I hope you will, too.
New residents often contact the Chamber for utility information. We can also provide insight
on which parks, libraries and governmental centers will service them in their new home.
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce serves the communities of Burke, Fairfax
Station, Franconia, Kingstowne, Laurel Hill, Lorton Station, Newington and Springfield. We hope
you will engage with us. Together we will CONNECT | GROW | SUCCEED.

Did you know...

the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce was
instrumental in these projects, each of which has made
our community better?
Keeping local roads open during the Springfield Interchange
Improvement Project and the Fairfax County Parkway completion
Bringing a farmers market to central Springfield
The annual Springfield Days Festival
– thanks to the commitment of the
Chamber and our business community
Pedestrian and bike safety improvements on Commerce Street
The formation of TAGS, our community’s
transportation advocacy organization

