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Midwest Rail Fest
For years, Atlanta has
had a single claim to
fame: the annual New
Earth Festival, one of the
state’s most popular. On
the fourth full week-end
in September, Atlanta’s
population grows from a
few thousand to tens of
thousands, as more than
600 juried fine artists,
crafters, antique vendors and food vendors gather on the early
fall week-end. But something else is happening in Atlanta.
The Nickel Plate Railroad has run through town since its
earliest days, and this year the Northern Hamilton Chamber of
Commerce organized Midwest Rail Fest, a week-end celebration of Hamilton County’s Railroad heritage. Inspired by the
recent relocation of Mr. Muffin’s Trains to downtown Atlanta
and the tracks that run through town, the mid-June week-end
festival is sure to grow as Mr. Muffin’s attracts railroad enthusiasts from all over the nation. The festival and model railroad
business are giving Atlanta new momentum.

Hamilton County’s
Art Town
A small town art community makes its home in Arcadia.
The Arcadia Arts and Heritage Center is housed in the
old 1869 railroad depot and displays the town’s history
in artifacts and authentic “Arcadia Glass.” The Arcadia
Arts Initiative provides classes and learning opportunities in a variety of art forms including spinning, weaving,
painting, wood crafting and even musical performance.
Musicians perform regularly at the Hedgehog Music
Showcase on Main St.
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Small Town-Big Heart

Hamilton County’s
Lake Community
Cicero is a lake community located on the north
end of Morse Reservoir. Over 600 homes in Cicero
are on the water and have water views or access.
Paddlers also head to Strawtown Koteewi Park,
just east of Cicero. This 750-acre park offers a
canoe launch into the White River, fishing, nature
trails, horse trails and a brand new archery range.
Strawtown was the original Native American
settlement in Hamilton County and the park is a
historical adventure. Archaeologists have discovered artifacts on the site such as arrowheads and
pottery. Researchers believe that early people
lived on the site from 1200-1400 AD. And the
Lafayette Trace, one of the first trails through the
American wilderness, went right through here.
The small town of Cicero features mighty experiences for outdoor adventures of all kinds.

Sheridan’s small town
environment celebrates
a historical site and the
best of the fall season.
The Boxley Cabin was
home to one of Indiana’s
first abolitionists in 1828.
Today, the Sheridan
Historical Society offers
tours to share this part of
Indiana history. The cabin
is located on Pioneer Hill in Veteran’s Park.
From this history flows the heritage of a community of
3,000. Over time, more history gathers, transforming the
wilderness refuge area into a town charmed by Main Street
and setting the stage for business and industry to flourish.
Sheridan has long been a farming community and recently
an enterprising couple opened a “farm winery.” John
and Deb Miller turned their passion into a business at
Blackhawk Winery, open daily during the summer.
Sheridan is also home to Stuckey Farm Orchard and Cider
Mill. Visitors can pick 27 different varieties of apples from
4,000 trees, visit the pumpkin patch and enjoy a wagon
ride. Autumn in Sheridan is a favorite time with seasonal
activities for everyone.
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