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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Wright County has grown the fastest of any county in the west metro, with a population increase of nearly 19
percent between 2005 and 2015. (Source: Minnesota State Demographics Center, Population Data Projections; data for
Wisconsin counties provided by Wisconsin Department of Administration, Wisconsin Population & Household Projections)

Wright County is the tenth most populous county in Minnesota, and seventh most populace in the region. The
Minnesota State Demographic Center projects that Wright County’s population will grow by over 26 percent over
the next 20 years, the fastest 20-year growth rate in Minnesota. (Source: Minnesota State Demographics Center,
Population Data Projections; data for Wisconsin counties provided by Wisconsin Department of Administration, Wisconsin
Population & Household Projections)

Wright County’s projected 20-year population growth rate is nearly twice that of the entire Minneapolis-Saint Paul
metro. (Source: Minnesota State Demographics Center, Population Data Projections; data for Wisconsin counties provided by
Wisconsin Department of Administration, Wisconsin Population & Household Projections)

With a Gross Regional Product of approximately $3.9 billion in 2015, Wright County had a higher GDP per
employee than Slovakia, Portugal, Poland, Malaysia, Chile and Russia.
Manufacturing contributed to the largest share of Wright County’s Gross Regional Product and exports in 2015.
Wright County employers have added over 5,600 jobs since 2011, accounting for 3.6 percent of all job growth in
the Minneapolis-Saint Paul metro during this time period.
Retail trade and government are the two largest employers in Wright County, followed by government,
manufacturing, and health care.
Roughly 700 people are employed in the county’s professional/scientific/technical services industry.
Wright County’s manufacturing sector, which contributed to the largest share of the county’s Gross Regional
Product and export value in 2015, is 64 percent more concentrated in Wright County than the national average,
and has grown by 36 percent since 2011.
Wright County’s utilities sector, which employs over 1,000 people, is an astounding six times more concentrated in
Wright County than the national average.
The proportion of Wright County residents with at least a high school degree is roughly equal to that of the Greater
MSP region; more than a quarter of Wright County’s population has a Bachelor’s Degree or higher.
Wright County is fairly young, with nearly 55 percent of the population younger than 40 years old. For comparison,
roughly 54 percent of the Greater MSP metro is younger than 40 years old.
Cabinetmakers & Bench Carpenters, Painters, and Nursing/Home Health Aides,
Electrical/Electronics/Electromechanical Assemblers, and Printing occupations have grown the fastest since 2011;
Line Installer occupations have dropped the most.
Wright County’s Ambulatory Health Care Services sector has more than doubled since 2011, and the Hospitals
sector has added nearly 500 jobs during this timeframe.
From a manufacturing perspective, Wright County’s Chemical, Furniture, and Transportation Equipment
manufacturers have led the way in growth since 2011.
All but two of Wright County’s top-10 most concentrated industry sectors have grown since 2011; the county’s
Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing sector is now roughly five time larger now than it was in 2011, and is
4 ½ times more concentrated than the national average.
Although Wright County’s Utilities sector is one of the most concentrated sectors that decreased in employment
since 2011, it is still over six times more concentrated than the national average.
Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing, the largest of Wright County’s “Ten Most Concentrated” industry
sectors, grew by over 21 percent since 2011, and is more than three times more concentrated than the national
average.
Many of Wright County’s “high-skill” industry sectors – including Information, Finance & Insurance,
Professional/Scientific/Technical Services, and Management of Companies & Enterprises – reported significantly
lower rates of unemployed workers than reported across the U.S.
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POPULATION AND ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

Wright County has grown the fastest of any county in the west metro, with a population increase of nearly 19
percent between 2005 and 2015.
Wright County is the tenth most populous county in Minnesota, and seventh most populace in the region. The
Minnesota State Demographic Center projects that Wright County’s population will grow by over 26 percent over
the next 20 years, the fastest 20-year growth rate in Minnesota.
Wright County’s projected 20-year population growth rate is nearly twice that of the entire Minneapolis-Saint Paul
metro.

With a Gross Regional Product of approximately $3.9 billion in 2015, Wright County had a higher GDP per capita
than Slovakia, Portugal, Poland, Malaysia, Chile and Russia.
Manufacturing contributed to the largest share of Wright County’s Gross Regional Product and exports in 2015.
Wright County employers have added over 5,600 jobs since 2011, 3.6 percent of all job growth in the MinneapolisSaint Paul metro during this time period.
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INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN

Retail trade and government are the two largest employers in Wright County, followed by government,
manufacturing, and health care.
Roughly 700 people are employed in the county’s professional/scientific/technical services industry.
Wright County’s manufacturing sector, which contributed to the largest share of the county’s Gross Regional
Product and export value in 2015, is 64 percent more concentrated in Wright County than the national average,
and has grown by 36 percent since 2011.
Wright County’s utilities sector, which employs over 1,000 people, is an astounding six times more concentrated in
Wright County than the national average.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

The proportion of Wright County residents with at least a high school degree is roughly equal to that of the Greater
MSP region; more than a quarter of Wright County’s population has a Bachelor’s Degree or higher.
Wright County is fairly young, with nearly 55 percent of the population younger than 40 years old. For comparison,
roughly 54 percent of the Greater MSP metro is younger than 40 years old.
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OCCUPATIONAL GROWTH/DECLINE AND RELATIVE CONCENTRATION
Cabinetmakers & Bench
Carpenters, Painters, and Nursing/Home
Health Aides,
Electrical/Electronics/Electromechanical
Assemblers, and Printing occupations
have grown the fastest since 2011; Line
Installer occupations have dropped the
most.
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FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRIES, SECTOR CONCENTRATION, AND UNEMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

Wright County’s Ambulatory Health Care Services sector has more than doubled since 2011, and the Hospitals
sector has added nearly 500 jobs during this timeframe.
From a manufacturing perspective, Wright County’s Chemical, Furniture, and Transportation Equipment
manufacturers have led the way in growth since 2011.

EMSI Q4 2016 Data Set | www.economicmodeling.com

8

All but two of Wright County’s top-10 most concentrated industry sectors have grown since 2011; the county’s
Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing sector is now roughly five time larger now than it was in 2011, and is
4 ½ times more concentrated than the national average.
Although Wright County’s Utilities sector is one of the most concentrated sectors that decreased in employment
since 2011, it is still over six times more concentrated than the national average.
Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing, the largest of Wright County’s “Ten Most Concentrated” industry
sectors, grew by over 21 percent since 2011, and is more than three times more concentrated than the national
average.
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Many of Wright County’s “high-skill” industry sectors – including Information, Finance & Insurance,
Professional/Scientific/Technical Services, and Management of Companies & Enterprises – reported significantly
lower rates of unemployed workers than reported across the U.S.
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APPENDIX A - DATA SOURCES AND CALCULATIONS

Educational Attainment Data
EMSI's educational attainment numbers are based on EMSI's demographic data and the American Community Survey. By
combining these sources, EMSI interpolates for missing years and projects data at the county level. Educational
attainment data cover only the population aged 25 years or more and indicate the highest level achieved.

Demographic Data
The demographic data in this report is compiled from several sources using a specialized process. Sources include annual
population estimates and population projections from the US Census Bureau, birth and mortality rates from the US Health
Department, and projected regional job growth.

Occupation Data
EMSI occupation employment data are based on final EMSI industry data and final EMSI staffing patterns. Wage estimates
are based on Occupational Employment Statistics (QCEW and Non-QCEW Employees classes of worker) and the American
Community Survey (Self-Employed and Extended Proprietors). Occupational wage estimates also affected by county-level
EMSI earnings by industry.

Industry Data
EMSI industry data have various sources depending on the class of worker. (1) For QCEW Employees, EMSI primarily uses
the QCEW (Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages), with supplemental estimates from County Business Patterns
and Current Employment Statistics. (2) Non-QCEW employees data are based on a number of sources including QCEW,
Current Employment Statistics, County Business Patterns, BEA State and Local Personal Income reports, the National
Industry-Occupation Employment Matrix (NIOEM), the American Community Survey, and Railroad Retirement Board
statistics. (3) Self-Employed and Extended Proprietor classes of worker data are primarily based on the American
Community Survey, Nonemployer Statistics, and BEA State and Local Personal Income Reports. Projections for QCEW and
Non-QCEW Employees are informed by NIOEM and long-term industry projections published by individual states.

State Data Sources
This report uses state data from the following agencies: Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development
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