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Wesley Schulz appointed new Music Director
for the Auburn Symphony Orchestra
After a nearly two-and-a half-year process, following the retirement of founder
and former music director Stewart Kershaw, the Auburn Symphony Board of Directors has chosen acclaimed conductor

Wesley Schulz as its new conductor and music director. The decision followed the recommendation of the orchestra’s search
committee and reflected feedback from musicians, audience and community members, in addition to the symphony board
members.
Previously, the 35-year-old Schulz served as Music Director of the Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra and the Seattle Festival
Orchestra. He was also Director of Orchestras at University of Puget Sound. While he was a finalist for this position, he was
also appointed Associate Conductor of the North Carolina Symphony in Raleigh where he now has a temporary residence. He
will be present approximately eight weeks per season with the Auburn Symphony.
Lee Valenta, the symphony’s General Manager, is really happy with the choice. “We have been increasing our educational
outreach programs with local schools and Wesley is looking forward to expanding that work even more. He is keenly
interested in sparking the interest of young people in orchestral music and perhaps even in taking up an instrument. I think the
local schools are going to love working with him.”
Schulz will take the podium beginning with the symphony’s opening concert of the 2018-19 season on October 14. Before
that, he will be featured guest at the symphony’s annual gala auction and wine event fundraiser April 21 at the Meridian
Valley Country Club.
Schulz graduated magna cum laude with Bachelor degrees in Percussion Performance and Music Education from Ball State
University. He also holds Doctorate and Master’s degrees from the University of Texas in Orchestral Conducting.
Read more about Wesley Schulz at wesleyschulz.com or in the Auburn Reporter article by Robert Whale.

Auburn Symphony Orchestra changes lives and our South Puget Sound community through the shared experience of live
orchestral music performances and by nurturing the relationship between our audience and our artists. Learn more at
auburnsymphony.org.

Hospitality Homecare

HOSPITALITY HOME CARE: HOME CARE WITH A HEART
Hospitality. The word actually means warmth,
friendliness and kindness. Home Care is exactly
that, in home care when needed for a loved one.
HOSPITALITY HOME CARE offers what the name
means: Kind, warm, friendly care in the comfort
of one’s own home.
Hospitality Home Care grew out of a perceived
and real need for a lower cost in home care for
seniors. Dr. Ejiogu and his wife, each having a
soft spot in their hearts for Seniors and seeing
the rising costs for care making affordability
difficult for aging adults, made the decision three
years ago to initiate a business catering to those
in most need of care.
The small, hands-on business works with adult
children and relatives of aging loved one’s to
provide shower assistance, meal preparation,
companionship, medication management, light
housekeeping and more as required. Hospitality
provides live-in care when requested, has at
times accompanied families on vacation, and is
there to supplement care when it becomes
overwhelming for the family.

When Hospitality steps in, the son, daughter, wife
or husband can return to their position as a loving
relative rather than a caregiver, and gives them
back the freedom to live their lives to the fullest
as well.
Hospitality Home Care is licensed, bonded and
insured and employs very experienced and
knowledgeable caregivers, all of whom are
background-checked in order to provide the best
care possible for our clients.
Our Care Manager, Marlene Diaz, has been with
the company since its inception and will
personally introduce each caregiver to their new
client and provide them with all the information
they need to be successful. In fact, Marlene will
insist a caregiver call her with any concerns or
questions so that she can guide them through any
potential care issues. A binder is provided to
each home that includes all the daily activities that
a caregiver provides so that the family can view
progress whenever they wish.

Marlene herself is a compassionate caregiver, and
the personal and hands-on service that we provide
at Hospitality Home Care is, in a word, excellent.
A case in point is one of our families in Tacoma
whose dad was in hospice. It was difficult for his
daughters to get him into the shower or to do much
of anything until our caregiver came to work for
them. “Pops” was suddenly much happier, much
more amenable to showers, and prone to
conversations over coffee. It was the first time the
daughters had been able to get any sleep or to
catch up on their personal business, as both had full
time jobs in addition to caring for their Dad.
It can really make a tremendous difference to a
family to be able to turn over the reins of care to a
professional and compassionate caregiver. Here’s
what some of our clients are saying:
”Hospitality Home Care was my first choice after
speaking with four other agencies! I feel like it was
the right and best choice. It was so relaxing
speaking to Marlene and Johanna! … The caregiver
I have has become like a granddaughter to us (me
and my Mom!) I thank Hospitality Home Care for
bringing a warm family feeling to my otherwise
confusing life.” ~~ Denise K

Hospitality Home Care belongs to the Auburn and
Kent Chambers of Commerce, the South End
Coalition, providing networking for senior health
and wellness, COPS, Co-Coordinators of Patient
Services, a network of health care providers, HCPC,
Health Care Providers Council, and works with many
hospital discharge staff and coordinators. Melanie
Mosshart, the Community Relations Manager,
makes every effort to attend each and every event,
and is an active Ambassador with each Chamber.
We hope to be more involved with community
events in the near future as we grow and expand
our presence in the south end.

What would Hospitality Home Care mean to you?
Depending on your unique situation, it could mean
more freedom, less stress, and more time to live
your life and still be present in your loved ones.
Hospitality offers affordable rates, affectionate
caregivers, reliable staff, and peace of mind for you
and your loved ones. It’s what we do: friendly,
warm, kind in home care: Hospitality Home Care.
Home Care with a heart.

“We needed immediate in home care for my
mother when a caregiver left unexpectedly.
Hospitality Home Care had someone at our house
with 24 hours. The caregivers we had were friendly
and willing to do the extra little chores, including
meals that come with a disabled elderly person.
Would definitely call them again!” ~~ Joletta H.

Melanie Mosshart
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Charitable Giving Under the New Tax Law
The new tax law nearly doubles the standard deduction for individuals and families, simplifying the filing process
for millions of Americans, but complicating giving strategies for many who have made a habit of deducting
their charitable contributions.
Indeed, an estimate from the Washington, D.C., Tax Policy Center is that the number of itemizers will drop

from 46 million to 13 million. That means most taxpayers will have little tax incentive to donate cash or stock to
charity, reducing giving by $13 billion to $20 billion a year.
But there are tactics that can help the donors with their tax returns while still providing charities with badly
needed funds. Experts are suggesting that those on the cusp of itemization should consider giving twice as
much to charities in one year — bunching up or pooling gifts — even if this means giving nothing the following
year. The idea is to accumulate enough deductions to itemize and write off more than the standard deduction.
You'll beat the expanded standard amount and maximize tax savings through itemization.
Of course, this makes planning difficult for charities, as they usually think about annual budgets. Fortunately,
there's another plan of action — donor-advised funds. They act like personal charitable savings accounts or
private foundations, but without all the legal and accounting costs. They'll allow contributors to make a donation
and take a tax deduction in the same year. Then, the contributors can direct their money to be paid to selected
charities over time. You can set up DAF accounts at a community foundation or investment firm. You
add assets whenever you want, deciding later what to donate and to which organizations.
You tell the fund's administrator how to spend the money by selecting eligible charities and the amount to be
donated. DAFs can also accept securities, and this is an excellent way to unload appreciated stocks without

paying capital gains tax. When you put appreciated securities into a DAF, you get to deduct the full current
value from your taxable income that year. With the stock market at record highs, many investors have portfolios
full of appreciated stock they can't sell without paying capitals gains taxes. So it can be a great opportunity
to transfer appreciated stocks, mutual funds and ETFs into a donor-advised fund and get the deduction right
away.
Of course, tax write-offs are not the only reason people make donations. There's a genuine wish to do good!
But it can't be denied that there's usually an enormous amount of giving in the last two days of a year, meaning
that tax benefits definitely drive a lot of folks. By taking advantage of bunching and DAFs, you'll allow your

charitable urges to coincide with smart tax planning.
For more details on tax strategies or if you would like to discuss these items further contact Jeremy Fogelquist,
CPA at 253-566-7070.

Spotlight Newsletter is a Publication of the Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce

PAGE 7

THE GOLDEN RULE PAYS OFF…TO YOU
Recently in an article in the MAYO Clinic newsletter, I learned
something that I inherently knew, however hadn’t been
confirmed for me in scientific terms: it feels GOOD to be
KIND to others! What a concept! Changing the world with
one positive thought, one kind act, and one loving gesture could have global ramifications if people actually acted
on those actions as opposed to negative, raging, angry ones.
I have a friend from New Zealand who said that there was a local radio station start-up in his area and they were
going to share only GOOD news on air, stories that made you laugh and warmed your heart. Of course, the
nay-sayers were plentiful. However, once the station got started, it soared to the number one radio station
around. Not surprising. I once did a speech which I called No Blues News, and incorporated the funniest and most
amusing stories I could find on the internet! The speech was a hit and I won the speech contest. Apparently
people DO like to feel good.
In the Mayo Clinic article, they refer to “Loving Kindness Meditation or LKM” as having a positive impact on those
who practice the process. Accordingly, 10 minutes of quiet, tender, loving thoughts perhaps toward a loved one
can diminish migraines, reduce symptoms of depression and possibly, yes possibly, slow the aging process!
“Studies have found that women who practice LKM have longer telomeres, which are like little end-caps on your
DNA.” Even the small doses of 10 minutes a day increases social interaction and positive feelings toward others.
In addition, according to the article, a random act of kindness for someone else can affect You in a rewarding and
positive way. How? Do you ever wonder why you get goose bumps or a warm fuzzy feeling when you are
appreciated for a kindness you shared? It’s because by being genuinely kind to someone “releases a hormone
called oxytocin that helps modulate social interactions and emotion — the higher your oxytocin levels, the more
generous you may be.” And being generous is contagious! You’ve no doubt heard of the line at Starbucks’s who
bought coffee for the car behind him, paying it forward. The next car acted in the same manner and the “pay it
forward” phenomenon began.
Another factor impacting your life in a positive way is to express and feel Gratitude, gratitude of even the most
mundane and taken-for-granted process of breathing. Yes, be grateful that you are breathing. Did you ever think
about that? Of course not, not consciously anyway. However, if you weren’t breathing, you wouldn’t be reading
this right now. Many people have learned that a gratitude journal can change their attitude toward life in a

satisfying way. I keep a gratitude journal and post in it daily on everything from my fingers (which allow me to
type this article) to my friends and many things in-between. I post at the very least 10 things I’m grateful for,
however, have found the more things I’m grateful for, the happier I am. Give it a try. It works.
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