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Way Scarff Ford, Servicing Auburn for 95 years!
First opening its doors in 1922 at 222 East Main Street (now
the location of The Arcade building), Way Scarff Ford has

build farming equipment with the Model T parts, helping the
local farmers with his creations. In 1939, when the
depression hit, it brought tough times for all and Scarff Ford
was no exception. The economy turned into a bartering system and those farming machines helped get a lot of people
through those tough times.

been a staple of the Auburn community for decades. Now
residing at 501 Auburn Way North, Way Scarff Ford has been
a part of the Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce since we
opened our doors in 1925. Sitting down with Way gave me
some insight into the history of Scarff Ford and their
connection to the Chamber.

Just when things started to get better, WWII broke out. That
brought another wave of instability to the local dealer, who
was unable to sell cars due to a Federal mandate so, Wayland
thought outside of the box. Scarff Ford started leasing its
vehicles to the GSA (General Services Administration) to stay
afloat. Scarff Ford quite possibly could be the first dealership
to have created a leasing program. After the war, Bob Scarff
took over the dealership, as Wayland was ready to exit the
business.
Fast-forward to today, where Wayland’s grandson Way is
running the company. Way’s philosophy is that it’s not really
the car business, it’s the people business; providing a great
work environment.
60% of Scarff Ford’s employees have been working there for
over 10 years, with 82 employees, that’s nearly 50 people
that have been there since, at least, 2007. The “Way Scarff
Way” core values have much to do with that. Trustworthy,
Loyal/Compassionate, Building Lasting Relationships, Quality
Products, Proven Success, and Community Involvement are
those values, and the last one is certainly not the least.
Scarff Ford works with the local food bank, YMCA, Boys and
Girls Club, and the Rotary Scholarship program.
Way just finished his term as the President of the

Washington Auto Dealers Association and has been President
of the Board for the Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce, like
his father, and his father before that. If you’re ever thinking
of getting a new vehicle, think of Scarff Ford, and tell them
Wayland Scarff opened his Ford dealership in 1922, when the the Chamber sent you!
Model T business was booming. There was a need for a

dealership in South King County and Scarff Ford filled that
need. Wayland was an inventor of sorts and he would often

Spotlight
Spotlight
Newsletter
Newsletter
is aisPublication
a Publication
of the
of the
Auburn
Auburn
Area
Area
Chamber
Chamber
of Commerce
of Commerce

PAGE
PAGE
23

Spotlight Newsletter is a Publication of the Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce

PAGE 4

Our 2017 Mayors Cup Golf Tournament Winners;
Don Small & Sons

Scamp Brewing Ribbon Cutting

2017/2018 BOD

Vinifera Ribbon Cutting

New Execs.
Cathy Wegner, Past Chair
Scott Shoemaker, Chair
Janice Nelson, 1st Vice Chair
Doug Happe, 2nd Vice Chair
Stan Pennock, Vice Chair of Finance

New board members 2017-2020
Brian Berend, Farmers Insurance
Debbie Christian, Auburn Food Bank
Jeff Moore, NorFil
Barry Murray, Iron Horse Casino

2017 Leadership Graduation

Ronnie Roberts, Gosanko Chocolates
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Auburn is a town with many local-small businesses that have been in families for years. It’s a wonderful testament to the longevity of the
community, and the people who live here. You can also see the growth and development that has been happening the last few years,
showing that our city will continue to grow and prosper into the future. The Auburn Chamber of Commerce has done a wonderful job of
helping small business in Auburn grow, connect and network with each other.
Driving by the post office, you might have noticed the bustling business on the corner, which has provided energy to the region for over 50
years, Don Small & Sons Oil Company. Don Small started the company in the 60s and grew it with the help of his sons Steve, Dan, Doug,
and nephew Rick. They started with one truck, and grew it to a fleet of trucks and service stations. Expanding to include truck sales and a
service shop on Auburn Way North called The Truck Shop. The family kept the company going through the ups and downs of the economy
and were able to not lay off any employees. Don Small Oil is currently in their 3rd generation of family working in the business and providing secure and stable local jobs. We are excited to be able to grow, and continue to provide services our community needs including: fuel
& lubricants, trucks, pumps, and everything in between.
Through-out the years Don Small has been a huge supporter of the Auburn community. Contributing to schools, parks, veterans, food
bank and the arts. Donating time and resources to give back to our community which we are so thankful to be a part of.
So when you drive by the Post Office and see the trucks coming and going, or when you are headed on Auburn Way north to our new
truck sales and service department know it’s a family company, with family values. We love being a part of Auburn and will continue to
support the community as we grow and change into the future.
From All of us a Don Small & Sons we would like to thank you for the continued support of business and residents of the Auburn area.

Insurance [in-shoo r-uh ns, -shur-]
Noun: The act, system, or business of insuring property, life, one’s person, etc., against loss or harm….
A little history lesson first - insurance was evidenced in Genoa in 1347, Benjamin Franklin created the Philadelphia Contribution ship
for the Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire in 1752 and auto insurance in the United States came on the scene in 1889.
Insurance has been around for a long time but that doesn’t make it any easier to understand. For fun, test your knowledge below!
(answers upside down)

1. Someone breaks into your car and steals your laptop – what type of basic insurance will cover you?
a. Auto
b. Homeowner’s / Renter’s
c. Umbrella
2. You should have Umbrella Coverage because?

1. b 2. c 3. c

a. It rains a lot in Seattle
b. It is the latest fashion accessory
c. It provides extra liability coverage to help protect your assets
3. You hit a deer in the road, what type of coverage would be used?

a. Liability to help the deer recover
b. Collision
c. Comprehensive
If you scored less than perfect, the obvious solution would be to call Garrett, Dave or Kim at Alpine Ridge Insurance, your insurance
educators!!
Alpine Ridge Insurance 253.833.9501
Investopedia: The History of Insurance in America
Infoplease >The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed. Copyright © 2012, Columbia University Press.

What to Do if Your Business Is Audited
The IRS audits only a small percentage of tax returns, but if your business is one of the unlucky few, understanding the appropriate steps to take will help determine whether your outcome is favorable.
But how is your tax return selected for an audit? By many reasons, among them:



DIF scoring — Returns filed at the IRS are assigned a computerized score, a discriminant index function, or
DIF, score. The higher the score, the more likely the return will be selected for examination. Are your deductions
greater than your reported income? This can increase your DIF score.



Examination referrals — Audits of a related party can trigger an audit. An agent may discover payments that
were reported by one company, but not by yours. Not seeing that income on your return will trigger the agent to
request an audit of your company.
Document matching — The IRS matches income reported on 1099 or W-2 forms to the payee's individual tax return to ensure income is reported.
So then, what are some strategies for a small business to beat an IRS audit?

1. Dispute the hobby loss theory. Is the IRS saying that your business activity should be considered a hobby for

tax purposes? According to Internal Revenue Code Section 183, deductions are limited when an activity is not
engaged in for profit. This is known as the hobby loss rule. If business losses have been disallowed because of
the hobby loss rule, it is essential to prove your business profitability strategy. For example, did the business implement advertising and marketing campaigns? Also, can you show prior success by providing evidence that the
business had profitable years in the past?
2. Claim missed deductions. An audit is a great time to submit documentation for expenses not previously claimed
on the tax return. If you discover you've overlooked some deductions, you may be able to claim them. Many taxpayers overlook common deductions — home office expenses and business mileage, for instance. On a personal
tax return, taxpayers often don't deduct charitable contributions or mileage related to charity and medical expenses. This may mean paying more than required. Review your return under audit. Have an accountant look at it with
you. Your business can deduct ordinary and necessary expenses spent to carry out your trade or activity. Use this
time to submit documentation for overlooked deductions to reduce your liability or to possibly generate an overpayment of taxes that can offset any deficiencies found by the IRS. Common missed business expenses also include
business gifts. The details surrounding all these deductions can be complex, so be sure to discuss them with your
accountant.
Be creative in substantiating deductions. All is not lost if you don't have all documents to justify your expenses. The
IRS allows for third-party documentation, oral testimony and other forms of corroborating expenses. For example,
to support business mileage reported on your tax return, consider using Google maps, clients' records and past
invoices to estimate mileage traveled during the taxable year in question. Take time to retrieve prior bank records
or credit card statements. Make contact with vendors requesting proof of payment.
Most important, get professional help if you feel overwhelmed by the mere mention of the IRS.
Call Jeremy Fogelquist, CPA at 253-566-7070 and I can walk you through the next steps. In this way, you completely remove yourself, your emotions and your fears from the equation.
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City of Algona 2017 Projects
For the safety and improvement of Algona, we are doing several improvements within our community. Thanks to some grants from different agencies we are able to improve the following:
-1st Ave sidewalk addition from Washington Blvd to Seattle Blvd South. This will complete the continuous walkway. Grant came from
T.I.B.
-Replacing failing sidewalks on Milwaukee Blvd. South from 1st Ave to 5th Ave SW. This will improve safety in the community. Grant is from
WSDOT and will start in late summer/ early fall.
-With a grant from CDBG, West Valley Highway from 1st Ave to Ellingson road will be paved. This will improve safety and speed limits.
-Repaving Pacific Ave from the Safeway gate to Ellingson Road. The grant is from T.I.B. This will start late summer/early fall and help with
failing roads.
-For improving safety and sore spots, a grant from T.I.B. will help to cut out and repave 15 bad spots on various roads in the community.
The City of Algona is proud to announce that on March 23, 2017, Diana Quinn, the City Administrator for Algona, received the Clerk of the
Year award from the Washington Municipal Clerk’s Association! Surrounded by her daughters, co-workers, and Algona Mayor Dave Hill,
Diana accepted the award following a standing ovation by her peers.

Diana’s commitment to education has facilitated top notch services and support for the citizens of our community. In addition to her own
continuing education, she endlessly affords her staff the opportunity to attend classes and training sessions to better the office, as well as
their own portfolios. With her support, many have been able to get certified in their job areas of expertise. Diana Quinn is receptive to
new ideas and makes sure our office changes as advances in technology occur, and that office procedures are updated when appropriate.
In this capacity, Diana Quinn has been a model Administrator.

Diana Quinn has served her community well, and is greatly respected by those she serves. She is currently managing the building of our
new Community Center/City Hall. She is dedicated to helping our citizens bond with our staff and each other. She is excited and the perfect person to bring this project to completion!
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Upcoming Blood Drives
7/15/2017 9am-1pm Car Show for Kids
1425 Supermall Way Auburn 98001
(Coastal Farm & Ranch)

7/20/17 10am-1pm Wesley Homes Lea Hill
32049 109th Pl SE Auburn 98092

3No Networking
FREE MEET-UPS
Networking every Thursday night
5:30p-7:30p
FOOD, FUN & CONNECTING!
7/6

Auburn Wine and Caviar

7/13

Skamp Brewing

7/20

Puget Sound M.A.R.S.

7/27

CRFT Beers
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The Habitat Challenge Friday, September 22, 2017 8AM - 5PM
Date/Time information: Activities begin at around 8:30AM but better to arrive slightly early for any necessary preparations
Contact information: Beth Brooks, bbrooks@tpc-habitat.org,
253-627-5626 x 130
The Habitat Challenge is your chance to rappel down (or send someone you
know rappelling down) one of the tallest buildings in Tacoma - Hotel Murano.
The first 76 participants to raise a minimum of $1,000 will reserve their spot
to go Over the Edge, raising awareness about the need for affordable housing in Pierce County.
If you are not looking to scale the side of a building but you are interested in
getting involved with the event in other ways, there are volunteer opportunities as well! Link to event: http://www.tpc-habitat.org/

thehabitatchallenge/
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