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Merrill Gardens at Auburn, Welcome home
Merrill Gardens at Auburn is now open and we are
so excited to welcome our new residents home!
Join us for our official ribbon cutting ceremony on
May 10th at 5pm.
At Merrill Gardens at Auburn, we are passionate about
making a difference in the lives of the people who live in
our communities. It's what drives us. Our mission is to
provide an environment for our residents and team
members where every life is defined by the possibilities.

Merrill Gardens at Auburn offers residents a superior
lifestyle – the community has tons of amenities including
a theater, library, bistro, and large private apartments
with a washer/dryer and full kitchen. Our Enjoy More
Anytime Dining program means residents enjoy meals in
our restaurant style dining room on their own schedule.
Dine as often as you like whenever you like – all meals
are freshly prepared and cooked to order. Our Active
Living program is driven by the desires of the people who
live at the community and our days are jam packed with
lectures, parties, outings, political discussions, games,
social meetups, and religious interest events. Residents
tell us there are more choices than they have time for in
the day – and that’s how we like it!
We offer a wide range of services to meet the needs of
seniors with independent living, assisted living and
memory care. There is no large up front buy in and we
offer month to month rental. We also welcome small
pets because we would never expect anyone to leave a
furry friend behind.
Our commitment comes from the deep roots of our
family company. Our
founder,
Richard
Dwight
(R.D.)
Merrill was
an innovator
in the Pacific
Northwest.
Way back in
the 1890’s he was the first to practice sustainable
forestry in his timber holdings, replanting seedlings to
grow as much as he cut. R.D's tradition of attention and
thoughtfulness eventually grew to include the business
of caring for people.

Merrill Gardens started with one community in Seattle,
Washington and through innovative programs and a
determined commitment to residents and team members,
Merrill Gardens is now one of the most respected senior
living providers in the country. The company is still
privately owned and family run - Chairman Charlie Wright
is a fourth-generation Merrill family member. Merrill
Gardens was honored to be named the Family Business of
the Year for 2016, recognized for the company’s long term
commitment and vision. With the addition of Merrill
Gardens at Auburn, Merrill Gardens now has 35 operating
and development communities in seven states with the
operational capacity to serve over 4,000 residents. Our
sister company, Pillar Properties, oversees the
development of each of our communities to ensure high
standards of design and construction.
Our communities reflect the characteristics of the area
where they are located and the needs and interests of
residents. Merrill Gardens at Auburn is in the heart of the
downtown area, near the transit center and city hall.
Shopping,
dining, and
parks are
just a short
stroll
away.
Merrill
Gardens at
Auburn
offers 129
studio,
one, and
two
bedroom private apartments and residents enjoy
concierge services, scheduled transportation, 24 hour
staffing and weekly housekeeping.
The management and resources of the R. D. Merrill
Company ensure a long-term commitment to quality,
security, choice and privacy in all Merrill Gardens
communities. Merrill Gardens is, above all, a company
dedicated to quality and built on a strong foundation of
family, community, long-term commitment and the
entrepreneurial spirit.
Merrill Gardens at Auburn offers the best in independent
senior living, assisted living, and memory care from a
family owned company that knows connection is
everything. Come see us today!

Merrill Gardens at Auburn 18 1st Street SE Auburn, WA
98002 253-336-4858 www.merrillgardens.com
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Chamber ambassadors are out and about and
coming to your door! Watch for surprise visits!
Take a pic and tag us… let’s see if we can visit all
467 plus businesses this year.
See you soon!
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WASHINGTON
Business Matters Corner
CAPITAL GAINS, B&O TAX PROPOSALS

Small-business owners must
speak up about Olympia tax talk
By AWB President Kris Johnson
Worse, these tax proposals come at a time
when only pockets of the state are seeing
solid job growth, while the majority of the
state is still struggling with chronically-high
unemployment...
There are many complex policy discussions
ahead -- from taxes to regulations -- and
we're ready to have them. But, the best
way to get to solutions that work for the
entire state -- every small town -- is for
small business owners talk about the real
challenges they face, such as new and
higher taxes, and what can be done to
help them succeed and create economic
opportunity.

USA Today: 'Small business optimism is soaring'
Small-business owners across the
nation are confident, optimistic
and ready to hire. This is according to a national Allstate/USA TODAY survey in February.
The report showed that 64 percent
of firms with 100 or fewer employees reported their business as
“doing well,” up 3 percent from
numbers provided in a similar November 2015 survey.

Can Your Business Utilize the R&D Tax Credit

Seventy-two percent of the respondents said that within a year,
they anticipate their businesses
will be in better standing than they
currently are, up from 64 percent
in 2015. Overall, business owners
are happier and ready to put their
money behind their optimistic outlook, according to the report.

The Details

“Small businesses are definitely
more upbeat than they have been
in about a decade,” Wells Fargo
economist Mark Vitner, told USA
TODAY.
Vitner claims that improved sales
and the “fading economic headwinds” of the Great Recession
have helped business owners be
more comfortable within their
business plans. Fifty-five percent
of the survey respondents reported
revenue increases within in the
past year.

The survey points towards more
owners being comfortable with
spending money and investing in
resources for their businesses, inTogether we can tell the story of what
cluding hiring more employees. “I
really makes Washington thrive. And together, we can bring shared prosperity and see companies starting to loosen
the purse strings,” said Ryan
job growth to all 39 counties.
Shortill, CEO of San Diego-based
Positive Adventures.
Thirty-four percent of those surveyed said that they have hired
someone in the past three months,
a 12 percent increase from 2015,
where only 22 percent claimed the
same.

The R&D Tax Credit is a dollar-for-dollar credit against taxes owed
or taxes paid. It is a nonrefundable business credit that can be
carried back 1 year and forward 20 years. A business can take the
credit for all open tax years, which is the last three years and the
current year. The amount of the credit is heavily based on wages,
supplies and gross receipts.

Examples of Industries That Qualify
· Manufacturers · Architects & Engineers · Contractors
· Machine Shops · Software Development · Biotech & Pharmaceutical · Aerospace · Agriculture · Brewery and Distillery
· Wineries · Others
What Can Qualify as R&D?
· Developing, engineering or designing a new product,
process, formula, software, technique, etc. whether or not
successful
· Designing or evaluating product alternatives
· Designing, constructing & testing preproduction types &
models
· Engineering activity to advance the product’s design to the
point of manufacture
· Improvements in function, reliability & quality to existing
products & improving existing processes, formulas, software, techniques, etc.
· Green initiatives, waste reduction
· Switching vendors and working with mechanics of materials
· Coding machinery or internal use software
· Testing for quality certification
· Designing dies, molds, tools & jigs
· Purchasing new equipment
· Paying outside consultants/contractors to do any of the
above activities
New Additional Tax Savings Opportunities in 2016
Alternative Minimum Tax
Eligible small businesses with an average of $50 million or less in
gross receipts over the past three years may claim the federal
R&D tax credit against their alternative minimum tax liability
beginning in 2016.
Payroll Tax
Companies that generated gross receipts in 2012 or later and have
gross receipts of $5 million or less in the current year may be able
to apply the federal R&D tax credit against payroll tax beginning in
2017. Applies only to companies that have 5 years or less gross
receipts, which are considered startup companies. These companies usually generate losses and would be limited to the business
income limitation for the R&D credit, but can now reduce payroll
tax up to $250,000/year.
Is your business involved in any of the above activities?
Getting Started
We offer a free feasibility analysis to see if the R&D credit would
be beneficial to your company. We help you identify qualifying
activities, assist you in properly documenting costs associated with
those activities and provide a method in arriving at those
costs. Call Jeremy Fogelquist for a free analysis. 253-566-7070.
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3No Networking
FREE MEET-UPS
Networking every Thursday night
5:30p-7:30p
FOOD, FUN & CONNECTING!
5/4

Auburn Wine and Caviar

5/11

PARTY ON THE DECK! Tacoma Rainiers

5/18

BSB Raw @Muckleshoot Casino

5/24

MEGA MIXER! Farm to Fork @ Mosby Farms

6/1

Auburn Wine and Caviar
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