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Dear Friends,
Greetings from the Chamber Board Chair and
Chamber president! We publish an Annual Report
for our membership each July which covers the
scope of our work and our priorities over the past
twelve months, and allows you to assess how we
have done.

Hurricane Harvey shifted our 2017-2018 plans
considerably as it did for many families and
organizations. As indicated within this report,
we worked hard to provide the leadership and
resources needed by many of our members who
were severely impacted by Harvey. The Chamber
strongly supports passage of the flood control
We recognize that times are changing
bond in the upcoming special election,
and the Chamber Board has devoted
and we will work to ensure that flood
time and resources over the past
risks in our community are sufficiently
OUR
MISSION
year to perform a “deep-dive exploraaddressed with the funding the bond
Developing
tion” of what we do, how we do it and
will provide.
successful
businesses
what our community and membership
and a thriving
truly needs from us. The process
With another active legislative
is called Blue Ocean Strategy (see
session in 2019, and all of the
community.
www.blueoceanstrategy.com to
initiatives that the Chamber is involved
better understand the concept). This
in, we have a lot of work to do, and a lot
examination has been a fascinating look
to be proud of. However, we know that we
into an evolving market of networking groups,
must keep pace with an ever-changing community
online business support services and Young
– so expect some exciting changes! You can be a
Professionals groups - all of which are also offered
part of this change by downloading the “Discover
by your Chamber.
Northwest Houston” app, which will link all of us in
a way that traditional communication methods are
The Chamber has been well-recognized at the
unable to do.
state and national levels for its excellence, and we
are one of the few chambers in the region to earn
Thank you for your ongoing support of the Chamber
accreditation by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
and the community it serves. It’s a great time to be
Over the past year and a half our Grow Northwest
in Northwest Houston!
initiative has been instrumental in establishing an
economic development program for our area, as
Sincerely,
well as an active Safety and Security Task Force
that works hand-in-hand with both the Sheriff and
Constable Offices.

Tim Puthoff, CEO

Houston Northwest Medical Center
2018 Chamber Board Chair

Barbara Thomason

President
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Growing Wealth | Growing Lives
Grow Northwest

is an economic development based initiative created by the Houston Northwest
Chamber of Commerce. Cypress Creek runs through our heart and is what gives us our uniqueness and
identity. Therefore, we call ourselves the Cypress Creek Community. There are three strategic initiatives
created around the Grow Northwest campaign: safety & security, community image & marketing, and
economic development. Each of these initiatives are intended to elevate the standard of living and provid
e the best possible quality of life for its citizens.

Safety & Security

Grow Northwest purchased 13 AFIS devices for local law enforcement. They are a handheld
wireless fingerprint device which can be used in the field to identify wanted criminals who may
be masking their identities. It saves tens of thousands of police hours per year and over a million
taxpayer dollars. In fact, only weeks after these devices were deployed into the field, one of them
was used to catch a double homicide fugitive wanted in Mississippi.
The Harris County Sheriff-District 1 and Constable Mark Herman-Precinct 4 have been shaking up the
status quo and finding unique approaches to crime fighting. The Safety & Security Task Force has been
tracking crime in 4 categories: burglary of business, robbery of business, aggravated assault, and burglary of
motor vehicle since 2015. While the actual calls for service (CFS) fluctuate from quarter to quarter, crime
has been on the decline in 3 of 4 categories for that period of time. The fourth category, burglary of motor
vehicle has decreased 40% since Q2 2017.

Community Image & Marketing

We celebrated the first of what we hope to be many more installments of monument
signs as part of our branding signage masterplan. These gorgeous silver monuments
mark the boundaries of the Cypress Creek Cultural District along scenic Cypresswood
Dr. Additionally, we continue to have movement to brand the Metro bus stops along
Cypress Creek Parkway. Metro has been very cooperative and given its approvals to
decorate its covered shelters. Our goal is to complete this project in 2018.

Economic Development

The Cypress Creek Community is home to 19,000
businesses, 130 employers, each with over $10 million
annual payroll, and 9.5% job growth over the past 5 years.
Springwoods Village continues to attract large corporate
users to its development.
Grow Northwest worked
aggressively with CDC Houston tobring Amazon HQ2 to
Springwoods Village, has been seeking funding for flood
mitigation at University Park, and has worked closely with
the North Houston Center for Economic Development
to bring new business to the area through site selection
assistance and incentive proposals.

Grow Northwest

Honor Roll Investments
Champions ($100,000+)

Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital
Houston Northwest Medical Center
Lanier Law Firm
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Grow Northwest Finances
From Peri od 1/1/14 - 6/30/18

$600,000

$400,000
$300,000
$200,000

$51,456

$100,000
$0

Developers ($10,000- $49,999)
AEI Engineering
CenterPoint Energy
Chaparral Management Company

$423,604

$500,000

Leaders ($50,000 - $99,999)
Southwestern Energy

$588,005

$536,509

Corporate &
Indvidual
Investments

Utility District
Contributions

Total
Investments
Received

Total Expenses

Frost Bank
Lone Star College - University Park
Molen & Associates
Office Systems of Texas
TOPS Surgical Hospitals
Westpark Communications
Willowbrook Mall
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PUBLIC POLICY ADVOCACY
PUBLIC POLICY ADVOCACY

The Public Policy Council is a Board-appointed body of community leaders each representing an
area of policy expertise and interest. The Council’s charge is to examine issues that have an impact on
the business environment and on our local community and make recommendations to the Chamber
Board for action.

2018 Public Policy Council

Chair: David Riddle, Harris County Pct 4, Commissioner R. Jack Cagle
Jill Boullion, Bayou Land Conservancy
Stephanie Brundage, CenterPoint Energy
Charles Herd, Lanier Law Firm
Taylor Landin, Greater Houston Partnership
Jon Polley, Radcliffe Bobbitt Adams Polley PLLC
State Representative Kevin Roberts
Barbara Thomason, Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce, staff liaison

LOCAL
Klein ISD Tax Ratification Election (TRE), June 16, 2018

The Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce strongly supported the TRE in the best interest of the fiscal
strength of the school district and the long-term health of the local economy. The Chamber recognizes
that as go the local schools, so goes the economy and the reputation of the community for families and
companies seeking to move into the area. We will continue to support Klein ISD in its pursuit of a balanced
budget and look to the state of Texas to carry a larger percentage of the funding load.

Road Construction Near Willowbrook Mall

The Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce has worked in collaboration with TxDOT, local businesses,
and utility districts to identify a viable means to improve the ingress and egress of increasing traffic along
the Cypress Creek Parkway corridor near Willowbrook Mall, while preserving as much frontage as possible.
This discussion continues and the construction project is due to be let in 2020.

Harris County Flood Control District Bond - $2.5 billion on August 25, 2018

The Tax Day flooding and Hurricane Harvey represented significant wake-up calls to our communities
that aggressive action is needed to protect life and property from future storms. The Houston Northwest Chamber stands in strong support of the $2.5 billion Bond being considered on the one-year
anniversary of Hurricane Harvey. The Chamber Board appointed an active task force to explore flood
mitigation strategies, to help educate the public on these options, and to advocate for funding and
action at the local, state and federal levels. The Chamber Flood Mitigation Task Force is chaired by Al
Haines and will focus attention on three critical watersheds: Cypress Creek, Little Cypress Creek and Spring
Creek.

STATE

High Speed Rail

The Houston Northwest Chamber continues to support the development
of the high speed rail project by Texas Central Partners. View updates at:
www.TexasCentral.com.
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MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD
STATE
Texas 2050 Priorities

This advocacy group of Chambers and community interest groups is taking a long-term view of Texas.
While our state has been the subject of accolades for our business climate, job growth, and economic
development success, we must be diligent in adopting policy that insures a solid future. Areas of focus
include:

•
•
•
•
•

Education & Workforce Development
Infrastructure
Investment Capital
Innovation
Tools to Compete

FEDERAL
Advocated for Federal Funds for Harvey Relief

The Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce directed a letter requesting funding relief to our state
and federal leaders asking that they move quickly on the construction of a third reservoir northwest of
our community. The request was heard by our leaders and $89 billion was allocated for all disaster areas.

Supported the Open Skies Agreement

The Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce communicated with Secretary of State Tillerson and our
Congressmen to see that middle Eastern countries complied with an agreement they had previously
agreed to that allowed for a level playing field among air carriers. The President took an interest in the
issue and pledged action.

2018 Chamber Board

2018 Board Chair: Tim Puthoff, Houston Northwest Medical Center
Immediate Past Chair: Ray Laughter, Caldwell Companies
Board Chair-Elect: Dr. Rodney Watson, Spring ISD
Treasurer: Crystal Molen, Molen & Associates
Secretary: Ron Smith, Southwestern Energy
Capt. Jay Coons, Harris County Sheriff’s Office
Kathie Edwards, Westpark Communications
Charles Herd, Lanier Law Firm
Amos McDonald, Lone Star College
Tom Petrick, Cypress Forest PUD
David Riddle, Harris County Pct 4, Commissioner R. Jack Cagle
Sucre Woodley, Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital
Barbara Thomason, Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Staff
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Barbara Thomason, President
Bobby Lieb, Vice President of Community & Economic Development
Kaley Frye, Director of Operations
Leslie Sloan, Membership Development Manager
Hannah Beard, Events & Marketing Manager
Grace Brauchle, Administrative Assistant
Abigail Marrs, Intern
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Hurricane Harvey Efforts
The Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce was pleased to be able to play a
service role in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey for the Northwest Harris County
community. The following summarizes the activities:

Town Hall, September 7, 2017

The Chamber coordinated a Town Hall and invited community leaders to speak and provide valuable
information to citizens and business owners regarding clean-up efforts and where resources could be
received. SBA and FEMA representatives performed on-site registration at the event.

YouCaring Online Giving Fund and Business Mini-Grants

The Chamber set up an online giving fund and $8,000.00 was donated by generous individuals and
businesses. Mini-grants were awarded to 11 businesses in the region. The largest donation came from Ford
Aquatics School in Frisco, TX. Phone calls offering support and assistance were received at the Houston
Northwest Chamber from 38 states and 3 countries including Canada, Italy and Mexico.

Frisco Friends Adopts Cypress Creek Community

The Frisco Chamber of Commerce in Frisco, TX adopted the Cypress Creek Community offering to pair up
like-businesses and solicit assistance on our behalf.

LiftFund Workshops

LiftFund, a local non-profit micro-lender, hosted workshops to educate business owners about how to
access funds. LiftFund partnered with the Rebuild Texas Fund, a project of the Michael and Susan Dell
Foundation, The Governor’s One Star Foundation, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses and area
Chambers, including the Houston Northwest Chamber to conduct outreach to businesses to urge
applications for 0% interest loans secured through these foundations.

SBA and FEMA Workshops

The Chamber hosted workshops and speakers to assist businesses in the application process for funds.
Additionally, the Chamber kept application deadlines in front of members via weekly communications.

Harris County Flood Control District

The Chamber hosted Matt Zeve, the Director of Operations for the Flood Control District, at the October
Luncheon. Mr. Zeve provided an accurate picture of the challenges Harvey brought to us and gave us a
look at what we might be faced with post-recovery.

Advocating for Business Debris Pick-Up

The Chamber heard from local businesses concerned that the County was not funded to pick-up their
storm debris. The Chamber was able to lend a hand and see that this policy was altered on their behalf.

Notes of Support For Rockport-Fulton, TX Businesses

The Chamber collaborated with several other Chambers across the state to collect notes of support from
members, staff and the Board and mail them to the Rockport Chamber of Commerce. These notes were
distributed by the Rockport Chamber of Commerce to Harvey-impacted businesses and the Rockport
Chamber president said, “it was so quiet, you could hear a pin drop!”

Harvey Recovery Partners
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Hurricane Harvey Efforts2
Flagstaff, AZ Canvas

A pleasant surprise arrived at the Houston Northwest
Chamber from the community of Flagstaff, Arizona! A
local artist, Creative Spiritz, had placed a canvas out on
a street corner for citizens to place messages and art that
was then sent to our community after Hurricane Harvey.
Stop by the Chamber if you wish to see this touching work
of art up close!

Pearl Fincher Museum Clean-Up

Hasta La Pasta Before

		

Hasta La Pasta Today!

Chamber By The Numbers
11
Luncheons
1166 Attendees

SUCCESS WORTH SHARING
•

11 Networking Events
831 Attendees

•

34

Ribbon Cuttings

•

4

Lunch & Learns

•

(more on the way!)

682

•

Provided 2 Internships (one turned
into a FT job with LiftFund)
1st Place at TCCE for Media and
Communications Excellence
Awarded 5 $1500 scholarships to
local high school students
Nominated 57 businesses for the
2017 Small Business Of The Year
SBDC Awards
Hosted a 2,000 person community
event: Paddle N Pedal Fest

MEMBERS (123 = New In The Last 12 Months)

2995
followers
1543
followers
1488
followers
Coming July 25th!
(see back cover)
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Postage
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Here
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COMING JULY 25th! LIST YOUR BUSINESS & GET DISCOVERED.

