2015 Oakland Technology Trends
The Oakland Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce commissioned Beacon Economics to track the growth,
trends, and characteristics of our city’s tech sector. This includes an analysis of the number of businesses
and workers engaged in the tech industry as well as highlighting vital characteristics about our tech sector
including its wages and the diversity of the tech workforce.
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By the numbers – Oakland’s tech
sector is booming
• The city’s 400+ tech establishments employed over
5,600 workers in the City of Oakland during 2014.
• That’s up nearly 23% from 2010, growing by between
4%-10% per year over the past 5 years.
• Tech represents 3.1% of all jobs located within the City
of Oakland.
• Tech companies pay some of the highest wages in the
city, paying an average wage of nearly $100,000 per year.
• Internet /web-search portals, and computer/
soware design are the two largest components of the
local tech base, accounting for roughly half of all tech jobs
located in Oakland.

Tech in context
Oakland is becoming a powerful tech economy in its
own right. Although tech’s 3% share is still a relatively
small component of the overall economy, the city is
home to roughly 7.2% of all tech jobs located within the
East Bay, including Fremont and Berkeley which have
notable tech and bio-tech sectors.
In addition to the jobs ﬁgures presented here, there
are additional technology ﬁrms that have recently come
online, but which have yet to be included in the city’s
employment data tracking, which is still 9 months
behind present day. On top of that, there are several
ﬁrms engaged in tech-related operations, but which
have been classiﬁed into broader industry aggregates
and have been excluded from this analysis. That said,
these establishments represent another part of the local
tech space. As such, the estimates presented here should
be considered a conservative, lower-bound of the size
of Oakland's tech industry.
Oakland has seen the number of tech companies
located within the city rise to more than 400 individual
establishments located around the city.
Today, Oakland has more tech ﬁrms than at any time
in its past and those tech ﬁrms are larger, on average,
than they’ve ever been before.
Several smaller sectors of tech have done
exceptionally well of late, posting double-digit gains
over the past year and as much as triple-digit growth
over the last 5 years. These include:
1) Soware publishing
2) Internet publishing and web search portals, and
3) Graphic design
As Oakland continues to attract more tech ﬁrms to the
area, especially in areas like its #1 individual tech sector:
Computer systems design, this will mean more highquality employment opportunities within the city as this
industry oﬀers an average wage of more than $180,000
per year.
Not only does tech oﬀer six-ﬁgure salaries, but the
average wage for a tech worker in Oakland has been
growing continuously since 2009, and is up from less
than $75,000 over the course of the past 5 years.
That equates to more than 30% growth in wages
cumulatively (between 2% and 8% per year): an
impressive showing.
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Demographics
While data availability limits our ability
to look at Oakland residents who also
work in the City’s tech sector, it is clear
that Oakland supplies a more diverse set
of workers to the Bay Area’s tech ﬁrms
than surrounding tech hubs.
This owes, in part, to the fact that
Oakland has a more diverse racial /
ethnic composition than San Jose and
San Francisco.
The local tech sector is comprised of
larger contingents of black, white, and
multiracial workers compared with its
neighbors.
Oakland’s tech industry is also more
diverse from a gender perspective: over
one-third of all tech workers who live
in Oakland are female, compared with
30% or less in San Francisco and
San Jose.
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On the Map – Much of the tech
base within the City of Oakland
is concentrated around the
downtown area and the City
Center is particularly popular
among computer design and
web search / internet publishing
ﬁrms. This can be attributed in
part to plentiful BART access and
other transportation advantages,
the area’s rich cultural and
culinary amenities and the fact
that recent reports indicate that
a growing percentage of the Bay
Area’s tech workforce is choosing
to reside in the East Bay.
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