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Executive Director's Message: The Year in Review
~From the desk of Ellen Schaaf

It has been an honor to serve as your Executive Director in 2017. It is a
privilege interacting with the many people and organizations that I do. It
is through those interactions that the Chamber is afforded a unique
perspective on the business climate and the quality of life in the
Waunakee/Westport area.
As an organization of 300 plus members, our core purpose is simple; We want to help you
achieve a higher level of success in your business by providing ways to be informed and
involved.

2017

SIGNATURE
SPONSORS

Our programs and events enhance the Chamber's visibility and commitment to the
community...thus making your membership in the Chamber more valuable and credible.
As I reflect back on the year, we have had some great achievements, along with some
challenges. I strongly believe our collective strength is critical to our overall success in
handling both. We began the year with an aggressive plan of action. As the year
progressed, it was our ability to adapt and be flexible that made me the most proud.
We welcomed 26 new businesses to the Chamber this year, and we hosted thousands of
attendees at our programs, events, and mixers.
We added new events including the Century Ave Boo Bash and the Light the Night with
Santa on Main Street. Both, highly successful and well received.
We took on the management of the Waunakee Farmers' Market, another event that
promotes community and brings people together.

CHAMBER EVENT
DATES

Our Chamber participated in an unexpected opportunity to work with the Village on a
Community Video. The project was a leap of faith because of how out of the box it was. In
collaboration with a Hollywood musician who creates music out of everyday items, a drone,
airplane, and involvement from many people, the end result exceeded our expectations!
We have changed up our networking mixers, now called Biz & Bevs. The Ambassador
Group is highly engaged and energized mentoring new businesses.
We revised our monthly Wake Up Waunakee format to include more interaction and
business updates along with a keynote speaker.
We will soon be unveiling a new "Women Connect 4 Success" group. This group will offer
our female business members an avenue to focus on leadership, relationship building/
mentoring, and community support. All with an emphasis on women positively impacting
women.
Our partnership with the Village of Waunakee, Town of Westport and the School district
continues to be noteworthy and influential.
None of our success would be possible without the vision and leadership of the Chamber
Board of Directors and Committees that volunteer their time and talents on behalf of the
Chamber.
NONE OF THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!
Thank you for an amazing year and the opportunity to serve you! I wish you a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Keep the Cheer HERE this Christmas! Eat, Drink & Shop Local!

Remember to Support the Businesses that support Waunakee.
Check out the Chamber Directory for a list of places to purchase goods,
services & gift cards. #ShopTheKee, #LocalFirst, #HappyHolidays!

December 25
Merry Christmas
Chamber Office Closed
January 1, 2018
New Years Day
Chamber Office Closed
January 3
Wake Up Waunakee
January 4
Michael F. Simon
Builders
125th Anniversary
Open House &
Ribbon Cutting
January 16
Board Meeting
January 18
Ambassadors Meeting
January 18
Biz & Bevs
Lone Girl Brewing
Visit waunakeechamber.com
for complete calendar of
events

It's Time to Renew Your Membership
Watch your mailbox! You should have received or
will very soon receive your 2018 Chamber
Membership Invoice in the mail. Please open this
piece promptly as their are time sensitive materials
enclosed. We want to thank you for your past
membership and look forward to serving you in
2018!
As part of the renewal process, we encourage you to take a moment to review your
Chamber listing information on the website and in the current guide & directory.
Please review your website listing, make changes if appropriate and update your contact
information. This information will be used to create your free listing in the 2018 Chamber
Guide & Directory.

Dues must be paid in full to be included on the 2018 Chamber Member List, on the
Chamber Website, and in the printed 2018 Community Guide & Directory.
Payment must be received by January 15, 2018.
The Waunakee Area Chamber of Commerce is one of the largest, locally based business
organizations in Waunakee whose goal is to further the interests of business and the
community as a whole. We offer networking, promotion, communication, and education...all
to help improve your bottom line. We provide referrals, bring people together, and make
public information available at the Depot Visitor Center all year long. Our priority is to
continually reach out to you and be attentive to your needs. Feel free to call 849-5977
or email with any questions.

Tracks E-News
Sponsors

Wake Up Waunakee Starts the New Year Getting Organized!
Mindfulness: Email and Paper Piles
January 3, 7:30-9:00am
Waunakee Village Center
333 S Madison St., Waunakee
Register
The Chamber is happy to welcome Nancy Kruschke owner
of Successful Organizing Solutions (S.O.S.) to Wake Up
Waunakee on January 3rd. Nancy is a Certified
Professional Organizer (CPO®), productivity
consultant, speaker, and author. She partners with her
clients to identify areas to improve organization, modify
workflow, and increase productivity. Is one of your new year
resolutions to get organized? Nancy is here to help!

Community Newsletters
Chamber Member
Exclusive Advertising Offer
in the 2018 Chamber
Guide & Directory!

Weren't computers supposed to reduce our paper? Save
us time? Email overload and paper piles continue to
overwhelm us both personally and professionally.
Mindfulness can help. Some benefits of mindfulness
practice include: improved focus, minimized distractions,
and reduced stress. Mindfulness as practice is being
utilized by individuals and businesses around the world.
During this session of Wake Up Waunakee, Nancy will show
benefits of utilizing mindfulness when managing email and paper. She will share how to use
your calendar as your guide and discuss the benefits of making conscious decisions.
Join us to learn how Mindfulness can work for your email and paper piles. Time to organize!

Biz & Bevs Holiday Hangover After Hours Networking
January 18th, 4-6pm
Lone Girl Brewing Company
114 E. Main Street, Waunakee
Drop In Event
All are welcome at this drop in event. Bring
your name tag and business cards and stop
in to meet new people, learn about other
businesses, network and build relationships
with potential referral sources. Come as you
are, stay as long as you can.

Need a Last Minute Gift? No Problem, Give WaunaBUCKS!
Don't have a present for that hard to shop for person on your list? Chamber WaunaBUCKS
Gift Certificates are a great gift for family, friends, neighbors, teachers, coaches, volunteers,
Mail Carriers, etc! Let them chose just what they want while supporting Waunakee!

Questions: call Dan
McGuigan at Hometown
News, 608-467-1945 or
email

USE THE CHAMBER
WEBSITE AS A
RESOURCE!
List Your
HOT DEALS
here!

Come Celebrate!

WaunaBUCKS can be redeemed at all Chamber Member businesses and are processed
just like a personal check, so Eat, Drink & Shop Local this holiday season!
Chamber WaunaBUCK Gift Certificates are available at the Waunakee Area Chamber of
Commerce, 100 E. Main Street, Waunakee. Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm.

Drumlin Ridge Winery Celebrates their Grand Opening!

125th Anniversary
Open House & Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony

January 4, 2018
4:00pm
817 S. Division Street
Waunakee
To Schedule Your Event
contact the Chamber
(608) 849-5977

Meet the Staff
December 14th the Waunakee Area Chamber and Drumlin Ridge Winery celebrated their
Grand Opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony in partnership with the Middleton Chamber.
Congratulations and Welcome to Waunakee Drumlin Ridge Winery!

A Message from Village President Chris Zellner
The Village is aware of public feedback regarding the TWall development concept for Main
Street between West and Fish Streets. Concerns have been raised by the public through an
online petition, social media, and other sources. This feedback is appreciated and timely, as
this proposal is only in the very early stages of consideration. To date no formal action has
occurred nor is further action scheduled. The Plan Commission has only received a concept
presentation from TWall on December 11th.
It is important for the public to be aware that, should consideration of this proposal proceed,
a public hearing would be required in order to rezone the properties. We remind all that
meeting agendas and minutes are posted on the Village website. Agendas are also
published in the Waunakee Tribune and posted in public locations.

Ellen K. Schaaf
Executive Director
Beth Puccetti
Communication &
Event
Coordinator
Diane Anderson
Member Resource &
Event
Coordinator
Board of Directors

Members On The Move

Endres Manufacturing Company Foundation announced an additional $76,625 in grants
this year (2017). In May, Endres Manufacturing Company Foundation announced grants of
$79,685. Now they are pleased and proud to announce that during this fall grant period they
gave a total of $76,625 to 12 nonprofit organizations. The family business of Endres
Manufacturing Company celebrated its 90th birthday in 2016. Since 1996, the foundation
has given away $2 million to various charities. Read more...
Arboretum School 4th Grade Class Looking for Sharks!
Arboretum Elementary's 4th Grade Invention/Innovation Season 3 Shark Tank is seeking
panel members! What is an Invention/Innovation Shark Tank? The students have been
working hard to come up with authentic inventions and innovations that serve a purpose
and/or fill a need. Students will present their inventions/innovations to a panel of Shark Tank
members who will judge their projects and decide whether or not to 'invest'. Sharks needed
February 16 and 19-22 at 10:15-11:30am. More info. & Sign up
The Village of Waunakee will host a Neighborhood Listening Session January 4th, 5:307pm at the Waunakee Village Center, 333 S. Madison St., Waunakee. This is the first
listening session of 2018.They are held several times throughout the year at different
locations throughout the Village. The purpose of the listening session is to give Village
residents the opportunity to meet informally with Todd Schmidt, Village Administrator, and
Chris Zellner, Village Board President to discuss issues and ask questions. If you are unable
to attend but have something you would like to discuss, please contact Village Administrator
Todd Schmidt at 850-5227 or email.

Mark Your Calendar
Tonight! December 21 @ 5-7pm
Rex's Innkeeper Customer Appreciation Night- 301 N Century Ave, Waunakee
December 25
Merry Christmas, Chamber office closed
January 1, 2018
New Years Day, Chamber office closed
January 3 @ 7:30-9am
Wake Up Waunakee- Waunakee Village Center, 333 S. Madison Street
January 4 @ 4pm
Michael F. Simon Builders 125th Anniversary Open House & Ribbon Cutting Ceremony- 817
S. Division Street, Waunakee
January 4 @ 5:30-7pm
Neighborhood Listening Session with Village President and Adminisrator- Waunakee Village
Center, 333 S. Madison St., Waunakee.
January 10 @ 7-8pm
Workshop on Wellness: "Breaking the Habit of Being Yourself-How to Get What You Want in
2018"- Waunakee Village Center, 333 S. Madison st., Waunakee
January 18 @ 4-6pm
Biz & Bevs, Lone Girl Brewing Company, 114 E. Main Street, Waunakee
We make every effort to list current Chamber related events.
Look for more events on the Chamber website: waunakeechamber.com

Ring In the New Year at Rex's Innkeeper!

Lone Girl New Year's Eve Bash!

Will you choose the beverage bus tour to The Lone Girl Brewing Company, J. Henry & Sons
Wisconsin Straight Bourbon, and Drumlin Ridge Winery? Or do you prefer to party in house
until midnight? Or Both? The choice is yours - order your tickets today!

Women's Self Defense Class
Saturday, January 13, 2018, 2-4pm
Karate America
503 West Main St.
Waunakee WI

*Learn how to defend against an attacker
*Build confidence & power
*Expand your awareness
*Learn how NOT to be a victim

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS: 608-212-4935 I SPACE IS
LIMITED I Ages 14 & up
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