DON’T FORGET
to

ON AUGUST 14

TH

MEET THE
CANDIDATES
In addition to sponsoring candidate
forums for the primary election, the
Chamber asked each candidate to
prioritize key local issues and answer
questions about their support for small
business and strengthening the local
economy. Please read on to see those
responses for each candidate.

YOUR VOTE MATTERS – GET OUT
AND VOTE AUGUST 14TH
You have a few options for voting:

VOTING OPTIONS

EARLY

(No-Excuse)

VOTING
ELECTION
DAY VOTING

Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. To find your
polling place, go to pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us.

To vote early in person, you can go to the Olmsted
County Early Voting site at 1421 3rd Avenue, S.E.
(east side of the Fairgrounds).
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I'm a small business owner and have received Emeritus Status with the chamber and Ambassador of the year in helping promote business
in Rochester. Small business makes Rochester unique and are the lifeblood that keeps us moving in the right direction. There is some great
talent here and we need to use more of it then always going outside of Rochester for services!

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
IN ROCHESTER?
I have suspended my business to focus this campaign, putting Rochester needs first. Have larger business invest more in the city in helping
provide for better solutions for Rochester need to expand. Provide areas for more involvement for people and business. We most grow strong on
the bases of the talent we have here first and reduce the tax burden on both people and businesses!

JORDAN GLYNN
HOUSING

2

TRANSPORTATION/TRANSIT

3

DEVELOPMENT

4

GROWTH RATE OF THE CITY

8

PUBLIC SAFETY & SECURITY

1

PARKS & RECREATION

5
7

GROWTH OF THE PROPERTY TAX LEVY

GLYNN

MUNICIPAL CONTROL OF LABOR LAW & REGULATIONS
(Such As Setting A Local Minimum Wage)

6

WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Small business owners and employees should vote for me because I have worked both as an employee for and owner of small businesses.
From my first job in sales, to starting my first business at 16, to my work today, I realize the reality of ownership and the needs of employees.
Everyone must balance risk and reward, and they must balance work and family. The best employers know that their employees are the core
that makes a business successful and that investing in them leads to growth, productivity, and a happy work environment. From a City stand
point, with both owners and employees in mind, a discussion about a livable minimum wage needs to occur. We also need to recognize
there are many ways to attract high-quality, motivated workers without risking job cuts or small business closures or flat rate mandatory
wage increases. City efforts to reduce the cost of living and create more affordable housing for employees is crucial. Scholarships, continued
educational opportunities, vehicle/transportation benefits, life insurance benefits, and housing benefits are just a few considerations that can
be part of the equation for success. As mayor I will help make Rochester a city in which everyone can thrive.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
IN ROCHESTER?
Rochester neighborhoods show great economic potential, and that potential stems from the growth and creation of small businesses.
Responsible use of TIF and other traditional subsidies are options to help nurture that potential. However, we must also harness the
entrepreneurial spirit that gives our community its unique character. For example, proposing the revenue earned from parking meters to
directly maintain the same metered block has been shown to increase pedestrian traffic and increase revenue for the immediate businesses. In
this model, maintenance such as sidewalk cleaning, street lighting, green space, and other enhancements that improve the visitor experience
are more appropriately funded. Furthermore, this leads to business owners and employees increasing their efforts to provide the ultimate guest

GLYNN (Continued)
experience in light of enhanced pride of ownership. This is but one simple way to work towards the strong economic community for which we
strive. Through creativity and ingenuity we can reach the goal of a community built for all.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I am a small business owner. I have 10 years experience in ownership/management and 17 years total in the trades and service industry. I
understand both the impact and importance of small, local businesses. Businesses and workers will always have a strong advocate in me.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
IN ROCHESTER?
We need to continue to highlight all that Rochester has to offer. From an economic perspective, there is virtually no market that is saturated
here. That means opportunity is everywhere. Specifically, I would push for flexible zoning and incentives that would encourage local
entrepreneurs, small businesses, and collaborative start-ups. Much like the twin cities, neighborhoods in Rochester have unique needs and
identities, and we can foster a business climate that capitalizes on that. The strong desire for neighborhood identity and support of all-thingslocal is an amazing opportunity for Rochester's economy and citizens.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Small businesses are the backbone of our city. I understand the large role small businesses play in providing needed services, jobs, and
boosting our local economy. Right now small businesses are fearful of being driven out of downtown with the expected growth and rising costs
of rent. As mayor I will work with small business owners to ensure they remain downtown and in our outlying neighborhoods. Our city must
provide incentives for small business owners, including minority business owners, especially downtown. With my years of experience working
with diverse communities, I am the person to build strong working relationships between business owners and their local government.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
IN ROCHESTER?
In Rochester, our economy depends heavily on our local service industry and labor force. But so many of these workers cannot afford to live
here. We need policy-driven solutions to ensure that every Rochester resident has a financially manageable place to call home. When families
pay less towards their housing, they have more money to put back into our local economy. As Mayor I will also work with the city council to
establish a living wage so that our workforce is paid for their hard work and talent. Employers save money when employee turnover is down.
A living wage also helps the local economy as workers have more money to invest in our local businesses. As Mayor I will also work to make
the multi-modal transportation model, laid out in the Comprehensive Plan, a reality. Studies show that when we invest in transportation, we
receive four times that amount in economic returns. A reliable transportation system also allows more income to go towards housing and
other needs.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Because I care about and value small businesses as integral to the success of our community and because I will always be willing to listen to
their concerns. I grew up as a child in a household of a small business owner and worked in that business through college. I learned about
many of unique issues affecting small business. Lastly, I earned an NFIB endorsement while serving as a Rochester Representative because
of my willingness to weigh their concerns in my decision-making. There can often be tension in balancing the greater good in policy - I will
continue to apply pragmatism and openness while making decisions about actions that affect small businesses.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
I will attend Chamber meetings and events so I can keep abreast of the issues and challenges facing businesses in Rochester (just as I did as
your school board chair and state representative). I will do all I can to seek to draw a diverse set of businesses to our town, working with the
DMC-EDA and RAEDI. I will help RDA with its efforts to activate and draw business to downtown and also encourage strong neighborhoods
with their own vibrant cultures and activities. I will work with city administration and the city council to make certain the business community
is kept abreast of changes and projects and that they have an opportunity for voice/input early in the development process. As a community
and government we can review policies for fairness to assure we are not limiting opportunities for any group. We must balance the need
for maintaining a safe, successful and livable community with effects and concerns of business especially when in come to decisions about
taxation and wages - a well thought out and inclusive process before decisions are made in these areas. We all play an important role in our
community's growth and the opportunity it offers our residents and I would expect everyone to step up and help find resolutions we can all live
with and benefit from. You can count on me as a partner in problem-solving.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I believe small businesses are the backbone of our economy. I will ensure the city does a better job in communicating projects that may
impact our business partners and will collaborate with all the projects may impact to develop solutions that we’ll thought out in advance. I will
make sure the voices of our business owners are heard.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
I will work tirelessly in promoting the advantages of Rochester to new businesses, entrepreneur’s and will support the efforts of our
current businesses. I will work with our citizens, city council and the Chamber of Commerce to ensure economic opportunity is available to all
our citizens.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Because I have owned and operated many small businesses in Rochester and I have experience facing the challenges of running a business

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
I will advocate for efficient regulation and reasonable criteria for development. I will encourage all types of growth in all areas of our City, and
I will do all I can to help bring dollars to our economy. I will also work to make Rochester a great place for all people to come and improve
their economic future - we have jobs and careers for all people and great opportunities await those that want a place to work hard and grow.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Through my professional work, I have had the opportunity to work with entrepreneurs and small business owners as they navigate the
challenges of being a startup or expanding their business. Following my announcement, I continue to visit with small businesses and listen to
their concerns and challenges. We have real opportunities to improve the environment to their benefit, which will ultimately benefit our city
and the employees who work for them.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
IN ROCHESTER?
We are very fortunate to have the premier healthcare provider in the country in Rochester; it is an economic engine that at many times,
protected us when other city's or regions have suffered downturns. However, to strengthen our economic growth, we need to keep an eye on
diversifying our economy, paying attention to other industry and supporting our entrepreneurial/start up ecosystem. This approach will also
allow us to not only attract the talent we need, but retain the talent we have; creating a city of choice.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
The best environment for a small business to thrive is one where there is growing demand for expertise and services. Small business voters in
Rochester should vote for me because as a member of the City Council I will support policy directions that improve access to labor and ease
regulations to growth and innovation. We need to avoid the rising cost, labor shortages and over-regulation that can hinder our small business
community. In order to best understand the current challenges, a good first step would be to create a task-force comprised of small business
owners that can meet on an ongoing basis and provide feedback to the City on new programs and policies. This is not to overburden decision
making, but to hear directly from those most affected by future growth.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
Over my career, I have learned that business works best when it can be focused on customers, competition, excellence, and respond quickly
to the normal forces of supply and demand. I commit to working with the business community to reduce burdensome regulation that is not
effectively supporting or protecting the citizens of our community. I believe that this, coupled with innovative ideas to attract new businesses,
will ensure the future of Rochester's economic growth.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I live in reality, I have 34 years of successful small business ownership and experience.
I employ people. I promote, advertise, forecast, set budgets and pay bills. I make my own payroll and know how to prepare and read an income
statement and balance sheet. I pay commercial real estate taxes, own rental property, and understand the effects of a street closure for repairs
that are subsequently assessed to your property while destroying your business and leaving you cash poor.
When I served before I accomplished a lot. I speak up. I reversed more council decisions that were going the wrong way than any other council
member then or since, and I do not want the balance of our council tipping to the “People Republic of Wojcik”.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
I will do my absolute best to control “cost of doing business” (government) in my effort to control taxes. The Reagan approach.
In the mwovie Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid the duo are getting ready to jump from the cliff into the River below while fleeing the
Pinkertons, Sundance stalled and said to Butch, “I can’t swim.” Butch laughed and said, “Is that all? The fall will probably kill you!” Think of it.
You hard for a good credit rating to buy that business, construct a good business plan with projections of cost and revenue just to find that the
taxes bury you.
One business owner I know recently put up his “dream shop” for 2 million bucks (within plan) just to see his taxes shoot up to $60,000 annually.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I want to be a voice for everyone at the table and I understand what it is like working for a small business. My family has always been a small
business owner since 1994, My brother used to run a Chinese restaurant called "Little China" on Barlow Plaza, we ran a local groceries store
called "Oriental Food Store" in 2003 and now my wife and I own the Rain Nail Studio. As a small business owner, I see challenges that small
business goes through to ensure employees are getting paid at minimum wages, other benefits and still allow business to be successful. It is
very difficult to find a hard dedicated worker to commit working for a small business. Small business should always value and give respect to
their employees. It is so important for me as a city council candidate to work and support small business so employees and business owner can
continue to be successful in Rochester.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
Rochester is a diverse and growing community. Through the years we have grown from a small town to a thriving and economically influential city.
As the home of IBM and the world famous Mayo Clinic, we are in a position to prosper and continue growing into one of the most cutting-edge
places to receive medical care. The global influences IBM and Mayo Clinic provides for employees and clients make Rochester a promising place
for business and investment growth, as well as a great place to live, work, or retire. If elected as city council, It is important that I continue to
work with DMC and other investors on their economic development project and making Rochester a world-class healthcare provider.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
Small businesses are an important part of any economy and will be vital to ensure success for Rochester. I previously spoke about the need
to diversify our economic base. We can accomplish this goal by providing tools to enable small business success. Having started a small
business, I understand the challenges these businesses face.
As a former state representative, I dedicated time to initiatives designed to help small businesses achieve success. I have experience
working with workforce initiatives connecting employees with opportunity. I supported the creation of a technology park to transfer university
technology to small businesses and allow them to capitalize on it. I sponsored the creation of venture capital funds so that small startups
could get access to financing to get established. I have the skills and knowledge to get these things done.
City government should not stand in the way of success. If we want local government to be responsive to the needs of small businesses and
their employees, then the question should be, ‘What can we do to help you be successful?’ If I have the opportunity to represent you in the 5th
Ward, this is some of the experience I will bring to city council with me.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
th

5 Ward Council Member (Continued)
CLARK (Continued)
WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
As a council member, I would support the Chamber, RAEDI, and the Journey to Growth initiatives when they are brought to city council. I also
support the continued development of our entrepreneurial community in Rochester.
Creating a strong and diverse group of employment opportunities, coupled with quality talent and a supportive government will be Rochester’s
recipe for success. I will continue to draw on my experiences to find new ways to support these efforts and our community.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I recognize that small businesses are important to the economic health and vitality of the Rochester economy. If the employees of Rochester
area small businesses were counted as a whole, these area small businesses would be recognized as the second largest employer in the city.
Small businesses diversify the economy in Rochester, and through the training and employment of workers, small businesses create stability to
the Rochester workforce.
While Rochester businesses hold 27% of the privately owned property, these same businesses pay 41% of the property taxes in Rochester
(Smith-Schafer & Associates, LTD., City of Rochester, MN Financial Statement Overview 2017). I am committed to responsibly managing
the city’s budget and government growth in order to control the cost of government. Rochester City Council members are accountable to the
taxpayers.
Overall, the Rochester City Government needs strive to deliver better services and create friendlier environments for small businesses to
prosper. It is important that the Rochester City Government maintains strong communication with local business owners and considers their
needs and concerns in the decision making process. The confusion and misinformation surrounding the North Broadway street redevelopment
project is an example that cannot be repeated. Individual City Council members must ensure that small businesses are represented.
I would work to expand contracting opportunities for area small businesses with the Rochester city government. Expectations for the hiring of
local small businesses or employees in the consultant contracting process need to be included. Rochester area businesses need to have the
opportunity to compete in this contract procurement process.
Small businesses provide valuable serves to residents in the community that improve the quality of life for all. Ranging from home building and
home improvements to dining and entertainment, small businesses provide the quality of life services that add function and enjoyment to our
everyday lives.
I have had many informative conversations with Rochester area business owners. These meetings have been valuable to gaining perspective on
business owners’ concerns. I look forward to committing the time to continue meeting with business owners to inform my decision making as
the Rochester City Council Ward 5 representative.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
I recognize the contribution of businesses throughout the community to providing economic opportunity, reducing unemployment, creating a
healthy community, cultivating arts and entertainment, and encouraging economic growth. Job creation is critical to strong economic growth
and opportunity for local residents. City leaders need to consider the needs of businesses in all quadrants of the community when allocating
resources to drive growth, avoiding a myopic focus on the downtown core.
I promote a buy local philosophy and will encourage this concept as a Rochester City Council member. Rochester residents purchasing from
local businesses are the very best agents to support our local community. When more dollars stay in Rochester, and circulate throughout the
community, the better it is for all residents. Spending our dollars locally employs our neighbors and builds a strong local economy.
It is important that the community supports higher educational opportunities for residents through the Rochester Community and Technical
College (RCTC), the Career and Technical Education Center at Heintz (CTECH) program, and the University of Minnesota - Rochester. Facility
buildings and programs on our community college, vocational, and college campuses have been partially funded through the city sales tax.

HICKEY (Continued)
These education centers are developing the regional workforce to fill the growing available jobs. Everyone benefits by have the opportunity for
educational advancement and an available educated, trained workforce for hiring.
I recognize the importance of art, culture, and entertainment in driving a diverse economy. Artists are small business owners and independent
contractors. Developing a strong arts community is good for our economy and good for our residents as they experience the arts in the
community.
I support the five-year strategic initiative called the Rochester Area Economic Growth Plan, which focuses on Olmsted, Dodge, Wabasha
Counties, that is being developed by the Rochester Area Economic Development, Inc. (RAEDI) and the Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce.
I have participated in the name selection process as a community member. I look forward to seeing this plan for regional economic growth and
prosperity develop.
If elected, I look forward to the opportunity to serve the citizens of Ward 5 as their representative on the Rochester City Council. I intend to
continue to devote my time and energy to the Rochester community by focusing on improving the qualities and characteristics of Rochester
that make it a great city in which to live, work, and raise a family.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
While we are in the midst of a major community redevelopment effort to become a destination medical center, we must not forget the value
of small and mid-sized businesses to our residents and local economy. As we redevelop we must assure their customers have access to their
businesses. Working through issues, as was just done for the North Broadway businesses, needs to happen earlier in the City’s planning
process. I will work to ensure the City Council considers:
1.

The fees, assessments and taxes we expect small business to pay. We need to keep an eye on this, so we aren’t driving business out.

2.

Provide incentives for locating along transit corridors

3.

Avoid reducing or replacing current viable business locations

4.

Streamline the processing of applications and permits

In addition, I think many businesses are struggling to find qualified entry-level employees, meaning there is a skills gap that needs to be
addressed. I would support the City Council, small businesses and the Rochester Workforce Development Center working together to identify
these gaps and actively seek and implement solutions, together.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
We have a tremendous prospect in Rochester to strengthen economic growth and opportunity for all. As a council member I will work to ensure
the following enhancements are made:
1.

Evaluate Ourselves. Take a strategic look at internal processes and policies to identify ways where municipal operation is not equitable or
creates unnecessary barriers. Identify what is necessary to improve forgotten or inefficient initiatives and use residents and businesses to
understand, from their perspectives, where our processes are challenging for them.

2.

Collaborate. Government tends to shoulder the load of diversity and inclusion alone, but there are many partners in our community willing
to work alongside. I suggest that when creating a new policy, or seeking feedback about a current policy that we work collaboratively with
the surrounding community. The community is looking to the City and the Council for guidance. Where we go, others will follow, and it is
our job to start the conversations with public and private stakeholders. I believe working together will reinforce our cause to strengthen
economic growth and opportunity for all.

3.

Solicit Feedback. We need to continue to gather feedback from the community and businesses. Those who use City services are equipped
to quickly diagnose problem areas and suggest solutions. This will help us be proactive in solving problems.

I promise to work with other Council members and City staff as we look for ways to make infrastructure improvements and invest in new
development. The Destination Medical Center will be a good driver of economic growth for Rochester, but this plan needs to add quality of life
and vibrancy for the entire community, not just our downtown.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
I have worked with small business for over 40 years and have a great respect for the risk and service they provide. I am also a Chamber
member and believe in the mission.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
Making sure everyone understands what a great City we live in. I would work very hard to make the regulation that is enforced by the City,
much more user friendly. We have to remember who grows the City.
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WHY SHOULD SOMEONE WORKING AT A SMALL BUSINESS VOTE FOR YOU?
We are a small-business family. We know what it is like to work for a small business because we live it every day. Jaclyn works at a local retail
shop. She is like many in Rochester. Directly accountable to the owner, she deals with all the challenges of scheduling and responsibilities that
are common to small business workers.
My law practice is a small business with four employees. I have lived the experiences that are familiar to small-business owners: going without
a paycheck; co-signing business debts; and working evenings after the kids go to bed.
I believe in a diverse economy. Our largest employers are some wonderful institutions. But for our local economy to be healthy, we need variety.
I oppose barriers to entry into the market and hope to see the growth of small businesses as the city develops.

WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL IN ROCHESTER?
First, the most urgent thing we can do for economic growth is address the childcare shortage, which has sidelined many working parents. In
recent years, we’ve had a net loss of childcare providers, even as the population has grown. We can incorporate child-care and nursery schools
into our incentive-development ordinance in much the same way that we incorporate low-income housing. And we can convene and listen to the
childcare experts who are giving their lives to this issue.
Second, we must address housing. The lack of housing hits those at the median income particularly hard. We should implement the
comprehensive plan and strengthen our process of incentives for affordable housing.
Specific to Ward 5, we need to remember the businesses on North Broadway who will soon face construction challenges. It should be the stated
goal of our city that this construction does not force any small business to shutter.
Thank you for the opportunity to write you. If elected, I pledge to listen closely to the voices of this community. I am grateful to you for being
my neighbors, and I look forward to working together in good faith to improve this city we love.

