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Officers involved in traffic stop identified
Incident ends
in death of
Rochester man
BY EMILY CUTTS
ecutts@postbulletin.com
The Minnesota Department
of Public Safety on Friday
named the six officers who
were present late last month at
a traffic stop that ended in the
death of a Rochester man.
They are:
Officer Wade Blazejak has
been with the Rochester Police
Department for six years.
Officer David Dezell has
been with the department for

two years.
Officer Matthew Loken has
been with the
department for
two years.
Sgt. John
Mitchell has
been with the
department for
11 years.
Officer Jason
Dashow
Weseley has
been with the
department for six years.
Officer Collin Winters has
been with the department for
three years.
It is unclear how many of
those officers are on administrative leave.
On Thursday, a public infor-

mation officer for the state’s
Department of Public Safety
wrote in an email that several
officers had not yet submitted
a statement, though they had
scheduled interviews.
Albert Thomas Dashow, 39,
of Rochester, died on March 27
following a traffic stop by the
Rochester Police Department.
An officer on patrol with
the Rochester Police Department conducted a traffic stop
around 8:54 p.m. in the parking
lot of Cub Foods, 1021 15th Ave.
SE. Dashow was stopped for
erratic driving, according to
the state’s Department of Public Safety.
After the initial stop, the
driver drove away before com-

pletion of the traffic stop but
was stopped again a short distance later, police said.
As the officer attempted to
arrest the driver, a “physical
struggle ensued,” Police Chief
Jim Franklin said the morning after the incident. Once
in custody, Dashow became
unresponsive, and life saving
efforts were unsuccessful.
Franklin said a preliminary
investigation has found that no
weapons were used by police.
The Department of Public
Safety reiterated Friday that
no firearms, Tasers or other
weapons were used during the
incident.
The department’s use of
force policy defines a weapon

as “any instrument used or
designed to be used, to apply
force to the person of another.”
Body cameras captured the
incident on video.
The Southern Minnesota
Regional Medical Examiner’s
Office has not determined the
cause and manner of death,
pending additional investigation.
On March 28, a statement
from Mayo Clinic made on
behalf of the medical examiner’s office said that final autopsy results are expected to take
several weeks.
No additional information
is available at this time as it is
an active investigation by the
Minnesota Bureau of Crimi-

nal Apprehension, according
to the Department of Public
Safety.
“When the investigation is
complete, the BCA will turn
its findings over without recommendation to the Olmsted
County Attorney’s Office for
review,” the department said
in a news release.
Dashow graduated from
Mayo High School in 1998.
According to his obituary,
Dashow “had a strong entrepreneurial spirit and was very
passionate about life, people
and technology.” “He enjoyed
traveling, gardening, music
and meeting new people.”
His funeral was Wednesday.

Couch follows comeback route
See how a reclamation project touches
points through our region’s economy
BY JEFF KIGER
jkiger@postbulletin.com
When Mitch Stevenson was
asked by a Rochester customer
of S&K Custom Furniture to
haul an old couch to the dump,
he took a good look at it first.
“I realized this had once
been a really nice piece of furniture. It looked kind of like
the couches in the Plummer
House. It was in really rough
shape, but I thought we might
be able to do something with
it,” he remembers.
In so doing, Stevenson
touched off a journey that
delivered economic activity
throughout southeastern Minnesota.
With the permission of
the owners Steve Downey
and Mary Mohlke, Stevenson
peeled off the packing materials that had cocooned the
couch since it arrived in Rochester from England in 2000.
He loaded it into his white
van and that started a journey
that would involve the hands
of several skilled people in
remote shops in rural Chatfield and Harmony working
to bring the 122-year-old sofa

Inside
A6-A7: From tattered
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back to life.
Stevenson’s original vision
was to sell the revived couch at
Kismet Consignment in Rochester, but a chance meeting in
the grocery store changed that
plan.
In the end, though, the couch
found a different buyer — and
essentially traveled full circle
back into the same hands that
early owned it.
What started as trip to the
dump ended with a grinning
Downey being presented the
refurbished couch as a surprise.
It looked very different from
“the tattered and broken sofa
that nobody wanted,” that he
bought at auction in 1983 in
Birmingham, England, as a
fixer-upper project.
“It’s beautiful,” said Downey
as Mohlke and the team who
saved it unveiled the once-forlorn and forgotten piece of
furniture.
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Rick Scott, left, and Mitch Stevenson, of S & K Custom Furniture, carry the restored antique sofa into the home of Mary Mohlke in
Rochester.

Homeless in skyways raise concerns
BY RANDY PETERSEN
rpetersen@postbulletin.com

Svaar Vinje wants to make sure
the increased number of homeless
people in Rochester’s skyways
doesn’t discourage visitors.
“We’re trying to identify ways to
curb the amount of people who are
causing distress and
safety concerns for
our Mayo Clinic visitors and our patients
and our customers,”
said the owner of
Knight’s Chamber in
the Shops At University Square.
Vinje
Friday morning,
he met with Rochester Mayor Kim Norton and others
to discuss concerns raised by downtown business owners, as well as a
specific group of visitors.
“I have a close personal relationship with the Jehovah Witnesses,
and they reached out to me,” Vinje
said.
He said he’s received emails from

idents in the skyway and Shops At
University Square.
Vinje said he’s encouraged that
changes are possible after talking
with the mayor and other city officials Friday.
“It was a very good discussion,”
he said. “We’re attempting to identify the legal boundaries of what constraints the city has
and does not have,
and also what issues
we are having with
the people downtown.”
Norton agreed that
Norton
the meeting went
well, noting it was
just one of a series of discussions
she’s had in recent months, from
two public sessions to small, inforKen Klotzbach / kklotzbach@postbulletin.com/
mal meetings, like the one with
Two people begin to gather their belongings after sleeping the night in the
Vinje.
skyway by the First Street parking ramp and Double Tree Hotel recently.
“It was an important conversation
Several people sleep in this area nightly.
to have,” Norton said of Friday’s
meeting.
weekend and cited safety concerns
Jehovah Witnesses who attended a
See HOMELESS, page A2
meeting at Mayo Civic Center last
as they encountered homeless res-

