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THE DIRECTOR’S DESk

Time for giving thanks …
Thanksgiving is still a couple of weeks away, but
as we gear-up for the Holiday Season in Whitefish,
we at the Chamber have a lot to be thankful for
… beginning with the folks who helped make our
10th Annual Oktoberfest another amazing success!
Despite moving the event to our “temporary” home
at Smith Fields and weathering some record-setting
wind and cold weather, more than 5,000 folks turnedout and were treated to a great show.
A tremendous group of sponsors teamed-up
to help present the event, including Alta Views at
Kevin Gartland
Whitefish, Glacier Bank, Hofbrau Beer, the Firebrand
Executive Director
Hotel, Budget Car Rentals, the Daily Interlake/Whitefish
Pilot, Heartstone Advisors, Flathead Electric Co-op, Piggyback BBQ and the
Great Northern Brewing Company.
Thanks also to the more than 200 volunteers who worked the bars, the
souvenir stand, front gate, cash control, set-up, tear-down and with the “Contest
Crew” … without their hard work and dedication, we simply couldn’t do it!
And finally, a special thank you to Project Whitefish Kids for allowing us to
stage the event at their beautiful athletic facility, and to the City of Whitefish
and Flathead Electric Co-op for going the “extra mile” to make sure we had the
power we needed to run the whole operation.

And that’s not all!

There’s not enough room on this page (or in this magazine) to thank all
of those who support the Chamber throughout the year, from our Board of
Directors to our tireless Chamber Ambassadors, to those special members
who always seem to “step to the plate” when we find ourselves in a bind …
guys like Dale Duff at Hertz/Rocky Mountain
Transportation, who gladly pinch hit at the
last second to provide shuttle bus service to
the beach on the Fourth July after our usual
provider dropped out.
And last but not least, I’m personally
thankful for the talented – and dedicated
– staff we have here at the Whitefish
Chamber. Melissa and Shannon are
always willing to go the “extra mile” for our
On the job – The crew from Pursuit members, the Chamber and the community,
Collection (formerly Glacier Park Inc.) and they make my job sooooo much easier.
On behalf of everyone here at the
has worked a shift behind the Oktoberfest
Whitefish
Chamber of Commerce, we hope
bar for years, raising thousands of
you
enjoy
the Thanksgiving holiday. Just
dollars in “tip money” for local non-profit
remember
– Eat Big … but Shop Small!
organizations.
On The Cover
Downtown Whitefish is gearing-up for a strong holiday shopping season, beginning
Nov. 15 with the annual Ladies Night Out extravaganza. And it’s not just the shoppers
who’re excited … Central Avenue business owners (from left) Bree James of Crystal
Winters, Whitney Brien of Fleur Bake Shop and Julie Hicketheier of Trovare – A
Culinary Adventure are busy planning sales, specials, contests, food & drink and more
for the big event.
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Join us for...

Gone Fishin’

Thursday, November 21st
5 - 7 pm
Refreshments and prizes.
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CHAMBER nEWS
New boardmembers nominated

Board approves 2020 ‘Slate’
Four Whitefish Chamber of Commerce
members have been nominated to serve
three-year terms on the organization’s
Board of Directors, effective January 1, 2020.
The Slate of Nominees approved by
the Board at its Oct. 30 meeting includes:
• Wendy Ostrom-Price – Flathead Electric
Co-op
• Clare Gobel – Glacier Restaurant Group
• Vance Watson – Budget Rental Cars
• Tony Veseth – Farm Bureau Financial
Services

Additional names may be placed
into nomination by petitions bearing
the signatures of at least ten (10)
active Chamber members.
Petitions must be received at the
offices of the Whitefish Chamber of
Commerce – 505 E. Second Street in
Whitefish – no later than the close of
business on Friday, Nov. 22. In the
event that no additional nominations
are received by that date, the Slate
shall be deemed elected.

Awards Gala coming in January

Better late than never – Ambassadors, Board
members and Chamber members galore turnedout for a belated Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony Oct. 24
at the Chamber’s “new” offices at 505 E. Second
Street, held during last month’s Gone Fishin’ event
co-hosted by our “roommates” at the Village Shop!

Nominations sought for 2020 Community Awards
As the end of the year approaches,
the Chamber is making plans for our
annual Community Awards Gala at the
O’Shaughnessy Center in January …
and we need your help!

We’re looking for a few great men
and women -- folks who’ve made a real
difference in our community (and lives)
thoughout the years, and who deserve a
bit of recognition and thanks.

Each year the Chamber awards our
town’s Business of the Year, Citizen of
the Year and “Great Whitefish” awards
to our fellow Chamber and community
See AWARDS, Page 15
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Work begins on critical
downtown traffic plan
After simmering on the back burner
for close to a decade, the Montana
Department of Transportation has jumpstarted its efforts to “re-imagine” how
traffic on U.S. Highway 93 moves to –
and through – downtown Whitefish.
The 10-member Whitefish Urban
Study Steering Committee – assisted by
a team of consultants and more than a
dozen federal, state and local officials
– met for the first time on Oct. 29 at
Whitefish City Hall, to begin the process
of developing a “Preferred Alternative” for
the future development of the Hwy. 93
corridor through the city’s downtown core.
Traffic congestion on Highway
93 has increased dramatically in the
last decade, especially in the peak
summertime months when traffic on the
roadway far exceeds capacity.
While the study will focus on Hwy.
93 (Spokane Ave. and Second Street
W.) as it travels through downtown
Whitefish, it actually encompasses a far
broader area – from 13th Street on the

CITY HALL SCOOP

south to 2nd Street on the north, and
from a block east of Spokane to a block
west of Baker Avenue.
Plans for the realignment of Hwy. 93
through Whitefish have been around
for more than 25 years. In 1994 a
DOT Environmental Impact Statement
suggested developing a one-way
traffic “couplet” similar to that which
directs traffic around the Courthouse
in downtown Kalispell … only about 10
times larger.
The Preferred Alternative at the time
called for a one-way “loop” through
downtown Whitefish, with two lanes of
northbound-only traffic on Spokane,
and southbound-only traffic on Baker.
Also included was construction of a new
Whitefish River bridge at 7th Street, to
complete the traffic circle.
Ten years ago, the Whitefish Urban
Corridor Study identified two other
alternatives, including a “Contra Flow
Configuration” which suggested that
See TRAFFIC, Page 11

Study Area – The traffic study will focus on an
area roughly boundaried by Spokane Avenue, 2nd
Street, Baker Avenue and 13th Street.
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IT’S FALL …

SHOP
SMALL!
Whitefish gears-up for the Holiday shopping season with a trio of
Shop Small – and Local – events
it’s a night they look forward to all
year long, ‘cuz – just like Christmas – it
only comes along once every 365 days.
Don’t believe me? Check it out for
yourself … I think I see them lining-up
outside The Toggery already, and it’s still
a full week until the “Big Event!”
That’s right, Ladies Night Out returns
to downtown Whitefish this Friday night
– November 15 – from 5-8 p.m., and it’s
safe to say that local business owners in
the Central Avenue business district are
just as excited as the ladies!

8
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According to Chamber Events
Coordinator Shannon Fremont-Smith,
more than 50 downtown businesses
have signed-on to be a part of LNO
2019, offering an amazing array of “one
night only” sales, specials, contests,
prizes, libations and small bites … all of
it for ladies only!
The Flathead Beacon calls Ladies
Night Out the “largest shopping event of
the year” in Whitefish, and that’s saying
something! It’s a night to expect the
unexpected, from local shop owners

and their customers. Sure, they may
be sipping champagne and eating hors
d’oeuvres, but don’t get between those
ladies and the “prize purchase” they’ve
had their eye on for months … it could
get ugly!
Everyone does something something
different – and unique – for Ladies Night
Out. From macarons and a bit of the
bubbly at Fleur Bake Shop … to the
“grab bag” give-aways at Crystal Winters
… to a glass of wine and high-end
appetizers at Trovare, one of the newest

Central Avenue retailers … to the everpopular balloon-popping ritual at The
Toggery, one of downtown’s oldest.
Sponsored in part by Whitefish
Credit Union, Ladies Night Out has truly
become a Whitefish tradition, and serves
as the unofficial kick-off to the holiday
shopping season in Whitefish. But it’s
just the beginning!

Small Business Saturday turns 10
The Chamber’s “Shop Small … and
Local” campaign continues on Saturday
Nov. 30 with the 10th annual Small
Business Saturday (SBS) celebration,
a nationwide event that we in Whitefish
put our own unique spin on.
Set for the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, Small Business Saturday
is our answer to “Black Friday” and
“Cyber Monday” … a day dedicated
to supporting the local businesses

All lit up – Make sure you’re in Depot Park for the lighting of the town Christmas Trees, part of this year’s
Christmas Stroll celebration on Dec. 6.

that create jobs, boost the economy
and preserve the “small town feel” that
makes Whitefish so unique.
Each year the Whitefish Chamber
teams-up with other Chambers of
Commerce across the
Flathead to
promote SBS with
a special section in
the Flathead Beacon
newspaper in late
November, and we’ll
give-away hundreds
of dollars in Park
Side Credit Union gift
cards to the winners
of our “Shop Small
Passport” contest on
the day of the event.
All Chamber
members are
encouraged to
participate; all you
have to do is get us a
high-quality logo and
a brief (72 character)
description of what
you’ll be doing for
Small Business
Saturday by Nov. 11,
and you’re in! For
more info contact
Shannon at 8623501, or email her
Deck the halls ... and the streets! – Central Avenue will be decked-out directly – events@
in its holiday finest for the Christmas Stroll, Dec. 6 in downtown Whitefish. whitefishchamber.org.

‘Strolling’ into Christmas

The third leg on this Shop Small
barstool is the annual Whitefish
Christmas Stroll, set this year for Friday
Dec. 6 from 5-9 p.m. in downtown
Whitefish. Central Avenue will be
the place to be for an evening of
old-fashioned holiday fun and some
high-fashion shopping, hosted by the
Whitefish Chamber and BNSF Railways.
Back for 2019 are the street vendors,
crafters, food trucks, Bar W wagon rides
and Santa Claus, as well as the Winter
Carnival Float and Royalty and scores
of beautiful downtown storefronts all
dressed-up in their holiday finest.
Don’t miss the fire dancers and treelighting ceremonies at 6 p.m. in front of
the O’Shaughnessy Center, and make
sure to take part in the Christmas Stroll
Shopping Spree … a chance to win
hundreds of dollars in gift certificates,
products and services simply by
“shopping local” on Dec. 6. For every
$10 you spend at a Whitefish business
that day you’ll get an entry in the Grand
Prize drawings … just bring your receipts
to the Chamber Tent that night at the
Stroll, and you could go home a winner!

For more info …

For more details on Ladies Night
Out, Small Business Saturday and
the Christmas Stroll, call the Whitefish
Chamber at 862-3501, or check the
online calendar on the Chamber’s
website: www.whitefishchamber.org.
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Ad deadline is December 13

2020 Whitefish Community Guide
goes to the printer next month
As 2019 winds down we’re putting the
finishing touches on the 2020 Whitefish
Community Guide, and a limited number
of ad spots are still available to Whitefish
Chamber members … but you have to act
now!
The 56-page, four-color magazine is
the “ultimate guide to all things Whitefish,”
according to Kevin Gartland, executive
director of the Whitefish Chamber.
The Guide is the official membership
directory for the Whitefish Chamber,
offering complete Classified Listings of the
Chamber’s 450+ members as well as an
easy-to-use alphabetical directory.
In addition to serving as the “yellow
pages” for Chamber businesses, The
Guide is also an important tool for those
considering a visit – or a move – to Whitefish.
The publication provides information
that’s critical to those moving their families
and/or businesses to the Whitefish area,
including sections on:

•
•
•
•
•

Real Estate
Education
Healthcare
Community events
Establishing legal residency, vehicle
and voter registration, etc.
• Economic development
• Chamber programs & projects
• Doing business in Montana, the City
of Whitefish and Flathead County
Beautiful full-color photography and
sections on Recreation, Attractions,
Arts & Entertainment, Lodging, Dining,
Special Events and more give
prospective visitors a taste of the good
life ... before they even get here!
if your business is interested in
advertising in the 2020 Whitefish
Community Guide, call Clint Webb
at 260-6981, or via email at clint@
whitefishchamber.org. The deadline
for reserving your spot is Friday,
Dec. 13, so call now!

TRAFFIC
From Page 7

Spokane Ave and Baker avenues
both be expanded to three lanes, with
two northbound and one southbound
lane on Spokane from 13th Street to
2nd Street, and two southbound/one
northbound lane on Baker.
“This plan has been in the works
for more than 25 years,” said Scott
Randall of Robert Peccia and
Associates, the consulting firm that’s
spearheading the planning efforts, “
and it’s time to get something done.
The first thing we need to work on is
coming up with the solution, then we’ll
piece together the funding sources.”
Randall estimates that the planning
process – including a number of
public meetings and workshops – will
be completed by the end of 2020,
with actual construction not likely for
another 5+ years beyond that.
For more information on the project
and its progress, contact Public
Involvement Manager Courtenay
Sprunger at 261-7665.
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Sign up for next year

‘Fishin’ for hosts for
2020 Gone Fishin’s!
As 2019 winds to a close,
the Chamber is looking ahead
to the New Year ... and putting
together the 2020 schedule for our
popular Gone Fishin’ after-hours
networking events!
if you’ve ever thought about
hosting one of our monthly
gatherings, here’s your chance!
It’s a great way to promote your
business to fellow Chamber
members and the public ...
anywhere from 75 to 150 folks
typically turn-out for Gone Fishin’
to enjoy appetizers, drinks, a
short “program” featuring the host
business, raffle prizes and -- of
course -- a heaping helping of
business-to-business networking!
The $500 sponsorship fee
includes a feature article,

RIBBoN CuTTINGS

Sunti World Art
Gallery Café
Internationally acclaimed sculptor Sunti
Pichetchaiyakul, his family and staff recently
celebrated the opening of their new café
downstairs at Sunti World Art Gallery (345
Spokane Ave.), serving pastries, light lunch
and Arabica coffee from the hills of Thailand.

Fleur Bake Shop
Fleur Bake Shop completed its move downtown
this summer, opening shop at 103 Central
Avenue in the heart of downtown Whitefish.
Owner Whitney Brien and her crew continue
to turn-out world-class French-style pastries,
specialty cakes, breads and more!

See FISHIN’, Page 15

We are excited to introduce the newest member of our team,
Montana
native,of
Fawn
DPT, Vestibular
Specialist.
We are excited to introduce the newest
member
ourLintner,
team, Montana
native,
Fawn Lintner, DPT, Vestibular Specialist.
Fawn is the only Vestibular Specialist in the North Valley,

Fawn is the only Vestibular Specialist in the
North Valley, eliminating the need for patients to drive extra miles when suffering
eliminating the need for patients to drive extra miles
from
a vestibular
impairment
or a concussion.
when
suffering
from a vestibular
impairment
or a concussion.

We are excited to introduce the newest member of our team,
Montana native, Fawn Lintner, DPT, Vestibular Specialist.
Fawn is the only Vestibular Specialist in the North Valley,
Contact
us to
anappointment
appointment
ororconsult
with
Fawn.
Contact
us to
setsetupup
an
consult
with
Fawn. extra miles
eliminating the
need
for
patients
to
drive
when suffering fromWHITEFISHTHERAPY.COM
a WHITEFISHTHERAPY.COM
vestibular impairment or a concussion.
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Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm -5:00 pm

Ladies Night Out
Downtown Whitefish

145 Central Avenue
(406) 862-5929

Bring this coupon in for half off any one
piece of paint your own pottery. Offer
cannot be combined with other offers.
Offer expires January 5, 2020

Friday, November 15
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Buy one get one half
off all pottery and gift
certificates! Stop by
for raffles, beverages,
appetizers and more!
First Friday of every month
$35
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Grab your friends and join us for a
fun evening of painting! BYOB
December 6
Winter Birch Trees

Bring this coupon in to receive
one free glass fused ornament
for every 3 fused ornaments
purchased. Offer not combinable
with other offers.

Expires January 5, 2020
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Check out our website for a complete list of adult
and youth classes including Cedar Weaving, Glass
Fusing, Pottery, Santa’s Workshop and more!
Whitefish Montana’s original non-profit community art center

WELCOME OuR nEWEST MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming the businesses and organizations that joined the Whitefish
Chamber this summer. For membership information, contact Melissa at 862-3501.
Action Rentals
8955 HWY 93 North
Olney, MT 59927
(406) 881-3510
www.actionrentalsmt.com
Alpenglow Clinic
285 2nd Ave WN Ste 101
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 890-2570
alpenglowclinic@outlook.com
High Line Electric Inc.
1508 Woodland Ave
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 249-8489
H & R Block
3475 US Hwy 93 S Ste 4
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 862-5451
North Valley Toastmaster’s Club
Meet at National Parks Realty
2nd and 4nd Wednesdays of the Month
www.2817.toastmastersclub.org
Sunshiney Dae Cleaners
We come to you!
(406) 270-8201
www.facebook.com/sunshineydae.cleaners

Tax Law Solutions
Ryan Sawicki
(385) 455-3944
www.taxlawsolutions.net

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dan Graves
Chairman of the Board
Whitefish Mountain Resort

Trovare
317 Central Ave Ste B
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 730-8515
www.trovaremt.com

Marcus Duffey
Vice Chairman
Glacier Sotheby’s Realty

Village Barbershop
803 Spokane Ave
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 730-2224

Wendy Ostrom - Price
Treasurer
Flathead Electric Co-op

Whitefish Wellness
913 Wisconsin Ave Ste 104
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 212-9014
www.whitefishwellness.com

Tony Veseth
immediate Past Chairman
Farm Bureau Financial Svs.
Randy Cogdill
Glacier Bank

Zucca Marketplace Bistro
12 Spokane Ave
Inside Stumptown Marketplace
(406) 250-6641
www.zuccamarketplacebistro.com

Ben Davis
Seven Hills Construction
Tom Gilfillan
Whitefish Pottery/Stillwater Gallery
Jeff Raper
National Parks Realty
Kristen Stokes
Best Western Rocky Mtn. Lodge

AWARDS
From Page 5

members, in recognition of the
outstanding contributions they’ve
made to Whitefish and the Chamber.
The Business of the Year and
Tourism Business of the Year awards
are presented annually to companies
that contribute to the well-being of our
community through job creation, public
service, philanthropy and volunteerism.

The Citizen of the Year is someone
who’s made outstanding contributions
to the betterment of Whitefish without
expectation of financial gain; the “Great
Whitefish” award honors one person’s
lifetime contributions to our community.
To make a nomination, call Shannon
at the Chamber today – 862-3501 – and
she’ll get you an official Nomination Form.

Reeves Stanwood
Piggyback BBQ
Thomas Tornow
Tornow Law Group

TRUSTEE MEMBERS
Fun Beverage Co.
Glacier Bank of Whitefish

FISHIn’

Great Northern Brewing Co.
Grouse Mountain Lodge

From Page 13
photograph and half-page ad in the
Chamber’s quarterly FishBiz magazine,
a listing on our on-line Events calendar,
announcements in our weekly Chamber
Chat eNewsletter, and special email

Alan Satterlee
North Valley Hospital

and Facebook blasts promoting your
business and Gone Fishin’.
For more information, call Events
Coordinator Shannon Fremont-Smith at
the Chamber offices ... 862-3501.

MT West Economic Development
North Valley Hospital
Whitefish Credit Union
Whitefish Mountain Resort
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Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1120
Whitefish, MT 59937

Thank You to Our Hosts!
Whitefish Pottery & Stillwater Gallery
240 Central Avenue
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 862-1417
www.whitefishpottery.com
Whitefish Pottery produces a full line of functional
stoneware pottery as well as representing potters from the
Flathead Valley and across Montana. The Stillwater Gallery
hosts local, national, and international ceramic artists in
monthly shows May thru October in conjunction with First
Thursday Gallery Nights.
Original photography, prints, and paintings, as well as
various gift items are also available. One-of-a-kind sculptures
to our ever-popular mini pots – all under one roof!
Join us for the Whitefish Chamber’s ‘Gone Fishin’ afterhours mixer on Thursday, November 21 from 5-7 p.m. at our
downtown store and Gallery, located at 240 Central Ave. in
Whitefish. Just maybe -- if you are all good -- Santa will come
early with refreshments, goodies and prizes!

Whitefish Credit union
300 Baker Avenue
Whitefish, MT 59937
(406) 862-3525
www.whitefishcu.com
Whitefish Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial institution
and the largest credit union in Montana with over 55,000
members and more than $1.5 billion in assets. As a membercentric financial cooperative founded in 1934, Whitefish Credit
Union has been a trusted financial partner to its consumer and
commercial customers for generations.
The credit union offers a comprehensive suite of financial
products and services including online checking and savings
accounts, home equity and mortgage-lending services,
business and equipment loans, auto and vehicle financing,
and a low fixed-rate credit card. With an unwavering
community focus, Whitefish Credit Union supports countless
organizations throughout Northwest Montana every year.

Credit union membership is open to residents in Northwest
Montana, so join us for the Chamber’s Dec. 19 ‘Gone Fishin’
event at our Whitefish branch, or visit us at any of our other
branches -- in Columbia Falls, Kalispell, Eureka, Polson, and
Thompson Falls.

