Business
Connection

Strengthening the local
economy and serving
members for more
than 60 years

9 25.846.5858

www. p l eas an t on . or g 

Otis Nostrand of the HopYard American Alehouse & Grill accepting the
Excellence in Business Award at the 51st annual Community Service Awards
last March from David Stark, Bay East Association of Realtors.

The Firehouse Arts Center provided a great, festive setting as the Chamber
honored good people doing great things in Pleasanton at the 2014 event.
Pictured here: Brad Hirst, Gary Alt and Marjorie Wong-Gillmore.

Know Someone Doing Great Things in Pleasanton?
Last call to nominate deserving individuals and businesses for community recognition

T

he Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce is accepting
nominations for its 52nd
Annual Community Service Awards.
Community members are encouraged to nominate deserving businesses, non-profit organizations
and individuals for five awards:
Business Philanthropy, Excellence
in Business, Excellence in Service,
Distinguished Individual and Green
Service.
Honorees will be recognized at the
Community Service Awards Event
in March of 2015. The Community
Service Awards began in 1963 to
recognize good people doing great
things in the community and since

then hundreds of recipients have
been honored.
Anyone may submit nominations
for these awards. The efforts of these
businesses, organizations and individuals make a real difference in
the quality of life for everyone in
Pleasanton. Nomination forms and

information regarding the criteria for
each award category are available
on the Pleasanton Chamber website,
www.pleasanton.org.
Nominations are due January 16,
2015 and may be submitted online
at www.pleasanton.org, via email
to susie@pleasanton.org, faxed

to 925.846.9697 or mailed to the
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce,
777 Peters Avenue, Pleasanton, CA,
94566. Sponsorship opportunities
are available.
The Pleasanton Chamber presented
six Community Service Awards in
2014: Business Philanthropy Award:
Turman Commercial Painters;
Excellence in Business Award: The
HopYard American Alehouse &
Grill; Excellence in Service Award:
Pleasanton Military Families;
Distinguished Individual Service
Award: Greg Thome; Distinguished
Individual Youth Service Award:
Sarah and Claire Williams; and
Green Business Award: Hacienda.

The Community Service Awards event in March is an evening celebrating people
who go the extra mile to make Pleasanton a fabulous place to live and do business.
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BOARD MEMBERS & STAFF
2015 Board of Directors

Hacienda’s Paxson takes helm for Chamber Board in 2015

W

Chairman of the Board
James Paxson, Hacienda
Chairman-Elect
Matt De Pretis, DePretis CPAs
Past Chairman of the Board
David Stark, Bay East Association of
Realtors

Directors
Curt Anderson, Compass Product Design;
Jon Burchett, Sheraton Pleasanton Hotel;
Danielle Fratellone, Fratellone Family
Chiropractic: Brian Gentry, Fremont
Bank; Scott Gregerson, ValleyCare Health
System; Pam Hardy, Ponderosa Homes;
Todd Moberg, Insignia Designs; Mike Peel,
Venture Sotheby’s International Realty;
Harold Roundtree, UNCLE Credit Union;
Janice Sangster Phalen, Diablo Meridian
Realty; Heather Stanek, ClubSport of
Pleasanton; Keith Turner, Safeway, Inc.;
Ed Westmoreland, Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

Committee Chairs
Ambassadors
Todd Moberg, Insignia Designs
Randall Cole Brown, PMZ Real Estate
Golf Tournament
Tom Powers, California Financial Advisors
Community Service Awards
Patty Powers, Beets Hospitality Group

Chamber Staff
President and CEO
Scott Raty
Manager, Business & Projects
Kate D’Or
Manager, Communications
& Special Events
Susie Weiss
Manager, Membership Relations
Dawn Wilson
Administrative Assistant
Yianna Theodorou

Pleasanton
Chamber Foundation
Chairman
Jim DeMersman, Museum on Main Street
Directors
Jeff Bowser; Jon Burchett, Sheraton
Pleasanton Hotel; Roy Cook, Robert Half;
Matt De Pretis, DePretis CPAs; Brian
Gentry, Fremont Bank; Brian Laurence, City
of Pleasanton Police Dept.; Laura Olson,
Pleasanton Downtown Association; Scott
Raty, Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce;
Brock Roby, BKF Engineers; Eija
Sommerfield, Heritage Bank of Commerce;
Dick Stafford, Stafford Consulting, LLC;
Sandra Wing, Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies
Business Connection is a bi-monthly
publication of the Pleasanton Chamber
of Commerce.
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elcome
to the
N e w
Year! What a
great time to be an
active part of the
Pleasanton business community.
I wanted to James Paxson
let you know 2015 Chairman
how
honored of the Board
I am to be your
Chamber board chair in 2015; particularly as we get ready to move
forward with Pleasanton 2020: A
Community Vision. As you know,
a key function of the Pleasanton
Chamber is to keep a strong focus
on the underlying health of our
local economy. As part of keeping
a healthy economy at the forefront
of discussion, a vision statement
was created over 10 years ago.
Why? The vision states this best:
“Our strong local economy and
extraordinary quality of life happen
by design, not by accident. Working
together, we cause great things to
happen. Pleasanton is widely recognized as a premier community
in which to live, work and raise a
family. The business climate is a
key driver of the community’s success. Pleasanton businesses contribute over 60% of the local tax base
and collectively act as the economic engine that produces the jobs,
incomes, investments and contributions that support our extraordinary
quality of life.”
The vision document, which outlines goals and accomplishments
needed to realize a strong local
economy, was recently updated and
the new version is in the process
of being distributed throughout the
community. My message to you is
this: your Pleasanton Chamber is
ready to work to make this vision a
reality because our local businesses

Revenues to the city are dependent on the strength of the underlying economy; improvements in which are an
important indicator of economic health.

know how to get things done. Time
after time, whether in our committee meetings, mixers or other
events, the spirit of making things
happen is always evident with our
Chamber members and my sense is
that everyone is more than ready to
begin work on this new vision.
In order to give you a better
sense of what the vision is and
how it will be implemented, watch
this space in your Chamber newsletter for updates throughout the
year. I am going to be highlighting certain aspects of the vision
in conjunction with key metrics
about our community; made available by Pleasanton’s Economic
Development Director, Pamela Ott.
Consider the following. In the Local
Economy section of the vision, the
vision states that, “Pleasanton must
continue to welcome and recognize
business as a driver of the fiscal
foundation required to sustain the
quality of life Pleasanton residents

have come to expect.” Because
metrics are a key part of measuring our success toward the accomplishment of the vision, the vision
further calls for annual monitoring
of indicators of the city’s economic
health, including assessed valuation of property and property tax
and income to the city in the form
of sales tax and transient occupancy tax. I am pleased to report
that these first indications show
strength in the fundamentals of our
local economy.
These increases in taxable
returns to the city are just one way
of showing that our local economy
is hard at work and that the return
on investment is an improved local
quality of life as it is this business
contribution that goes to pay for
many of the things that attract
people to Pleasanton; whether as
a business or a resident. This is
just a very small sample of what
the vision attempts to describe

and aspire to through a series of
goals and objectives. The vision
also touches on Infrastructure;
Education; Housing; Arts, Culture
and Recreation; Public Safety;
and Health and Human Services;
each an important part of a larger
whole.
I look forward to telling you more
in the coming months. In addition,
your Pleasanton Chamber would
like to hear from you as well. What
excites you about Pleasanton’s
future? What are some of your
economic indicators? Where can
your Chamber make a difference?
Watch for news about the vision
and more in the coming weeks and
accept this invitation to be a part of
an exciting year.
Watch for news about the vision
and more in the coming weeks and
accept this invitation to be a part of
an exciting year. Learn more about
James Paxson at www.linkedin.
com/in/jamespaxson.

Reserve early for Mayor Thorne’s State of the City Address

A

fter a resounding re-election ernance, a concern that Thorne is
victory in November, Mayor passionate about.
Jerry Thorne will take the
Thorne was first elected to the
stage to deliver what promises to City Council in a special election
be a very positive State of the City that took place June of 2005, and
address. Not only has Pleasanton then re-elected by wide margins
fully recovered from the
in November 2006 and
Great Recession, but
again in 2010.
just a few short months
A retired execuago, USA Today and
tive from Hewlett
Wall Street 24/7 ranked
Packard, he has lived
Pleasanton as the fourth
in Pleasanton for more
best city in America in
than 30 years with his
which to live, work and
wife Sandi.
raise a family.
During his HP career,
Mayor Thorne is
Thorne held top manexpected to talk about Mayor Jerry Thorne
agement positions, with
City Council priorities
responsibility for a $200
for the next two years that will million annual budget and a $40
no doubt include robust Capital million payroll. As manager of
Improvement Plan expenditures, global procurement and facilities
the East Pleasanton Specific Plan, design, he often worked directly
important steps to help insulate with the city of San Jose, including
Pleasanton from future droughts, its mayor, and helped streamline
the future of downtown including services to make the city more
potential considerations for library business-friendly.
and civic center improvements.
Before seeking a council seat,
Active in the League of California Thorne served 10 years on the
Cities, Mayor Thorne is also Pleasanton Parks and Recreation
expected to talk about the League’s Commission. He chaired the
efforts to minimize state govern- Bernal Community Parks task
ment’s interference with local gov- force and co-authored the Save

Register today for the annual State of the City Luncheon where a great
turnout of elected officials, key city department heads, influential business
and community leaders will be in attendance.

Our Community Park initiative that
resulted in the construction of three
baseball fields on the Bernal property, the first part of a major new
sports complex planned there.
The annual State of the City luncheon is open to the public and will

take place Wednesday, February
18 from 12 to 1:15 p.m. at the
DoubleTree by Hilton Pleasanton
at The Club. To make a luncheon
reservation visit www.pleasanton.
org or call the Chamber offices
(925) 846-5858.
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Business Spotlight

What’s Your
Operating System?

E

ach of us operates with our Coaching,
and
Brain-Based
own operating system and Neuroleadership along with Global
that system is based on our Group Coaching. Janice holds
beliefs. “What do you believe about a B.A. in Journalism from the
that?” and “Why do you hold that University of Arkansas.
belief?” These two questions are the
Janice Bastani Coaching opened
bedrock of Janice Bastani Coaching its doors in 2004. JBC mentors,
and the first two questions Janice coaches, trains, facilitates courses
asks her clients when she engages and Offsites, gives keynote addressthem. Our beliefs drive all of our es, and has mastermind programs,
decisions in our
online courses,
professional lives
and blogs. Janice
and in our peris also a published
sonal lives. When
author and a popour final outcome
ular radio interdoes not match
viewee. To those
Janice Bastani
what we expect
who are looking
from our decireach that next
Coaching
sions based on
level of profes866-534-6755
our beliefs; that
sional or personal
1976 Armondo Ct., Suite 2B
is when Janice
growth in their
Bastani Coaching
lives, leadership
Pleasanton, CA 94566
comes into the www.JaniceBastaniCoaching.com in their business
lives of the clients
or reaching their
she serves.
dream whatever that may be, or
Janice Bastani is a credentialed perhaps transitioning during one
coach with the International of life’s toughest moments, Janice
Coach Federation, and the John Bastani Coaching offers a variety
Maxwell Team as a Leadership of mentoring and coaching opporCoach. Janice holds multiple cre- tunities.
dentials in: Emotional Intelligence,
Janice has a three-step process to
Energy Leadership, Empowerment accomplish a client’s desired out-

Both Dr. Chiu and Dr. Gee were coincidentally named “Young
Optometrist of the Year” by different associations in 2011.

Iron Horse Optometric Group

Janice Bastani has a three-step
process to accomplish a client’s
desired outcome: awareness, growth
and freedom.

come. Awareness is the first step.
Becoming real about who the client
is, what they believe and where they
are in the moment we begin working together. Growth is the second
step. Together we become partners
in setting out the plan; to get from
today - to tomorrow; which is realistic and achievable. Freedom is
the celebration of every success, no
matter how small.
“I believe in life-long learning,”
says Janice Bastani. “If I am not
learning, I am not growing. I have
over 15,000 hours of education,
training and experience and am an
expert in the areas of Leadership,
Coaching, Mentoring, and Personal
Growth.”

U

C Berkeley classmates
Sara Chiu & Christopher
Gee have just opened the
Tri-Valley’s newest, most modern,
and up-to-date optometry office
on Village Parkway in Dublin.
After 2 months of remodeling an
older practice, they’ve created a
clean, almost minimalist, eyewear
boutique to showcase the up-andcoming trends in European and
American eyewear and a full-service eye care clinic equipped with
cutting-edge technology. Both
doctors serve on the California
Optometric Association’s sixmember Education Committee,
facilitating doctors across the state
to stay current on the recent developments in eye healthcare.
In 2011, Dr. Chiu was named
“Young Optometrist of the Year”
by the Alameda & Contra Costa
Counties Optometric Society.

That same year by coincidence,
Dr. Gee received the same
“Young Optometrist of the Year”
distinction from the California
Optometric Association. Before
this new venture, Dr. Chiu spent
the last 8 years at a busy ophthalmology practice in Daly City,
and Dr. Gee spent that time as an
associate in private practice in
Livermore.
In addition to routine annual exams the new practice is
designed to accommodate urgent
care visits, pediatric exams, specialty contact lens fittings, and
orthokeratology. Most major
vision insurance plans and medical PPO plans are accepted.
Patients who are unsure about
what insurance they have or what
it covers should just call at 8289511. We are experts at helping
you figure it out.

FACT:

Research shows that
helping others is a key
to happiness.

Infants – Private Pre-K

PRIMROSE WAY:

Helping people sure
feels good!
CALL FOR A TOUR.
Primrose School of Pleasanton
7110 Koll Center Pkwy | Pleasanton, CA 94566
925.600.7746 | PrimrosePleasanton.com

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose
School Franchising Company. ©2014 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum
detail. License #013421388, #013421389
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NFS Leadership
Consulting
A decisive advantage
in work and life

T

he work of leadership is too
important to leave to others.
Everyone must be a leader.
Training High Performance
Leaders and Teams
Are you looking for improved
performance — from yourself?
Your leadership team? Your entire
organization?
All high performance teams share
two fundamental characteristics:
• High-trust culture
• Fully-engaged leaders and teammates at every level
These are the core values found
in the DNA of every high performance leader and organization.
They recruit for it, they train to
expand it, and they reward it.
It’s their decisive advantage.
How does this happen? How do
leaders create the atmosphere and
dynamics that repeatedly drive
these extraordinary results? And
how can you take those lessons and
apply them to your team back on
the job?
Elite flight demonstration teams
and professional organizations
face many of the same challenges.
Fast-paced technological advances,
increased pressure to deliver new
and better results, team members
with different work styles and
personalities, time pressures, and
limited resources are just a few
of the parallels between the two
worlds, resulting in high risk, high
stress and little margin for error.
Analyzing the parallels can instruct,
inspire, and better equip you to
build an exceptional team with
improved performance through
higher engagement, recruitment,
and retention.
Dom is a former naval officer and aviator
with a career
that included
key
leadership
positions in high
performance
organizations,
including four Captain George
aircraft carrier Dom, USN (Ret.)
fighter squadrons and commander of the air
wing of the USS John F. Kennedy.
He also was an instructor/pilot at
the Navy Fighter Weapons School
(Topgun) and commanding officer/
flight leader of the Blue Angels.
After leaving active duty, he
became a business aviation consultant to Fortune 500 corporations, private companies and high
net-worth Individuals. For more
information, visit www.nfsleadership.com.
The Chamber has had such great
response to Captain George Dom’s
high-trust, high-performance program in November that we’re
pleased to share a link to his newsletter which summarizes the “5 C’s
of Trustworthiness” with training
exercises to build your High-Trust
muscles. Visit www.nfsleadership.com/newsletter to receive six
weekly emails.

Pleasanton 2020: A Community Vision
priorities and accomplishments of many
to highlight annual business luncheon

A

t the top of the Pleasanton
Chamber’s list of 2015
priorities is 2020, as in
Pleasanton 2020: A Community
Vision, the business organization’s
long-term public policy agenda to
help ensure Pleasanton remains
among the very best cities in
America in which to live, work and
raise a family.
According to James Paxson,
General Manager for Hacienda
and the Chamber’s new Board
Chairman, Pleasanton 2020 is
the thoughtful outcome of hard
work by chamber leadership with
input from experts throughout the
community in fields of education,
public safety, recreation, housing,
transportation, water, community
and economic development.
“Outgoing Chairman Dave
Stark’s leadership was instrumental, and he deserves a lot of credit
for producing 2020 on his watch,

David Stark, Past Chairman of the
Board and James Paxson, 2015
Chairman of the Board will be the
featured speakers at the annual
business luncheon on January 27.

our most comprehensive community vision document. It’ll be my
privilege to release it publicly and
talk about our updated priorities
for the first time at our annual
meeting when my watch as Board
Chairman begins,” said Paxson.

Stark, the Public Affairs Director
for the Bay East Association of
Realtors served as the Chamber’s
chairman throughout 2014 and will
share speaking duties with Paxson.
He’ll recognize retiring chamber
directors Joe Barone, Brock Roby,
Arne Olson and recap successes of
the past year. He’ll also announce
the recipient of the Chair’s Award
presented to a distinguished volunteer leader annually at the discretion of the chair. “Tough, tough call
for me to make, because so many
great people have done so much
throughout the year,” said Stark.
Stark will pass the gavel to longtime Chamber member Paxson
who is celebrating his 30th year
with Hacienda. “James is not only
one of the hardest working, most
conscientious people I know, he’s
probably the smartest, and I could
not be more pleased he’s our new
chairman,” said Stark, who will

Januar y 2015
remain on the board for one more
year before terming out.
The annual meeting will take
place at Ruby Hill Golf Club on
Tuesday, January 27, 2015. Doors
will open at 11:30 a.m. for networking with lunch and program
at 12 noon.
According to chamber CEO Scott
Raty, this will be an excellent
time for the general membership
to celebrate business. “This is the
one time during the year we turn
our attention inward to say thank
you to the countless individuals
and businesses who bring their
time, talent and resources to the
table year in and year out for the
greater good of our community,”
said Raty.

Chamber Foundation
Recognition

The Chamber’s Foundation Chair
Jim DeMersman from Museum
on Main will announce the Jenny
Doehle Leadership Award winner, an honor bestowed upon a
Leadership Pleasanton graduate
who exemplifies the program’s
goals for community engagement.
For reservations, visit www.
pleasanton.org or call the Chamber
offices (925) 846-5858.

2015 Travel Destinations
The Best of England and London

Discover Tuscany

November 9 - 17, 2015

November 6 - 15, 2015

Arrive in London and transfer to your hotel in the Royal Borough
of Windsor. Crowned by Windsor Castle and linked by the
River Thames, the Royal Borough of Windsor has a rich mix of
history, culture and heritage making it one of England’s loveliest
destinations for shopping, fine dining, sports and leisure activities.

Rolling landscapes, savory wines, delicious food and stunning
architecture...this can only be Tuscany! On this special journey
you will enjoy walking tours in Italy’s most charming towns, visit
magnificent historic monuments and sample mouth-watering
cuisine and wines.

HIGHLIGHTS:
• 6 Nights at One Hotel in Windsor
• London City Tour
• Changing of the Guard
• Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Anne Hathaway’s Cottage
• Shakespeare’s Birthplace
• Oxford
• Salisbury
• Salisbury Cathedral
• Stonehenge

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Rome
• Assisi
• Basilica of St. Francis
• Montecatini Terme
• Lucca
• Gothic Line
• San Gimignano
• Winery Tour
• Florence

8 Days
Starting at: $2,995 pp double

INCLUSIONS: Round trip airfare from SFO; International air
departure taxes/fuel surcharges; 8 Meals (6 breakfasts, 2 dinners);
Professional Tour Director; Motorcoach Transportation; Hotel
Transfers; Admissions per itinerary; Comprehensive Sightseeing;
Baggage Handling
Optional 2-night post tour extension to Paris, France
$895 pp/dbl
Highlights: Eurostar train under the English Channel from London
to Paris, Paris City Tour, featuring Notre Dame Cathedral, the
Opera, Bastille Square, Arc de Triomphe and the Champs Elysees.
An optional tour to Versailles is available.

Trip Presentation Meeting:
7:00pm – Thursday, January 29
Chamber office: 777 Peters Avenue

10 Days
Starting at: $3,449 pp double

Optional Tours:
• The Vatican Museums
• Guided Tour of the Pitti Palace
• Tuscan Villa Dinner & Entertainment
• Discover Siena
• Tuscan Cooking Class & Dinner
INCLUSIONS: Round trip airfare from SFO; Airline Fuel
Surcharges/Fees; Air Departure Taxes/Fees; 13 Meals: 8
Breakfasts, 5 Dinners; Professional Tour Director; Motor Coach
Transportation; Admissions per Itinerary; Sightseeing per Itinerary.

Trip Presentation Meeting:
7:00pm – Wednesday, January 28
Chamber office: 777 Peters Avenue

For complete itineraries and registration forms, visit www.pleasanton.org/chamber-travel.html
Address questions to Kate D’Or – kate@pleasanton.org or 925-846-5858 ext. 203
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Business Spotlight

Top Ten Reasons
to Join the Pleasanton
Chamber of Commerce

Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory is located on the lower level of Stoneridge Mall outside of Sears and near the kids
play area.

Chocolate and Valentine’s Day
are a Match Made in Heaven
Visit Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory at Stoneridge Mall

N

othing says luxury and
love like a gourmet chocolate gift. You’ll
find an unbelievable variety of delectable chocolates
and confections, sure to
satisfy even the most passionate chocoholic’s cravings at Rocky Mountain Chocolate
Factory.
One visit to our Stoneridge
Mall store and you’ll discover
why Rocky Mountain Chocolate
Factory is the number one destination of chocolate lovers everywhere. Throughout our store, you
will discover a fantastic variety of
yummy chocolates and confections
to satisfy cravings of even the most
ardent chocoholic.
Watch as we dip crisp apples
in thick, bubbling caramel from
a traditional copper kettle. Smile

as we roll them in a rainbow of
tasty toppings to complete your
old-fashioned treat. Linger awhile
longer and learn how fudge is
made as we fashion a creamy loaf
on a traditional marble slab, the
old-fashioned way, right before
your eyes. But don’t leave without
sharing your experience with a gift
of fine chocolate, elegantly crafted
and beautifully packaged in boxes,
tins and baskets.
Make your party a hit with delicious old-fashioned handmade
caramel apples, each made right
from scratch. Our personalized

Master Your Business

gifts are perfect for your customers, teachers, clients, seasonal holidays, birthdays,
anniversary, graduation,
wedding, thank you, plus
as promotional items for
your business. We have special offers for large orders.
Caramel Apples are individually
and attractively packaged per your
preference.
Conveniently
located
at
Stoneridge Mall #B121 (right
next to the kids play area), we are
open seven days a week. Please
call 925-598-9757 or email rmcfstoneridgemall@gmail.com for
any questions on our products.
Visit us online @ http://rmcf.com/
CA/Pleasanton50854.
Special
offers await our facebook fans.
Like Us on www.facebook.com/
RMCFStoneridgeMall.

Presented by Certified
Business Coach Alay Yajnik

Contact FocalPoint Business Coaching
to arrange a “no fee, no pressure”
consultation at 925.967.2197

Act Now, Only 2 Spaces Left!
Who Should Attend:
• Business Owners who are READY
for ANOTHER LEVEL OF SUCCESS
• Business Owners who need to
work SMARTER, because they
can’t work any harder

5

• 90 minutes every other week for 90 days, begins January 6
• Three One on One confidential sessions
• Live online sessions - attended from anywhere
• Course Workbook included
• Sessions are recorded for future review

ayajnik@focalpointcoaching.com

1. Increase your visibility in the community
• New member profile announcement
in the Chamber’s newsletter
• Business profile listing on the Chamber’s web site
(alphabetical and business category)
• Opportunities to submit articles
for the Chamber’s newsletter
• Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities
2. Networking Opportunities
• The Chamber offers monthly networking opportunities
ranging from early morning breakfast meetings
to luncheon meetings to evening mixers
• Committee involvement
3. Member Advocacy
• Economic development through business attraction and
retention stimulates and maintains the economy, providing
for increased tax revenues that provide
local amenities
• Governmental advocacy in support of business issues
4. Access to Membership Database of Over 800 Businesses
• Downloadable to your own database for use
in direct marketing and contact lists
• Mailing labels
5. Access to Community Leaders and Elected Officials
• Monthly governmental affairs meeting
with community speakers
• Candidates forums preceding local elections
6. Directory and Specialty Guide Listings
• On-line membership directory
• Relocation and visitor packages
7. Cost Effective Advertising
• Business Connection newsletter - distribution
to 14,000 households/businesses
• E-Business Connection – electronic newsletter distributed
to membership
• Web site banner ads
8. Leadership Development, Workshops & Seminars
• Seminars featuring topics vital to business
• Leadership Pleasanton program
• Chamber Chatters - the Pleasanton Chamber’s
Toastmasters International chapter
9. Members-Only Services
• Ribbon cuttings for eligible businesses
• Member to Member discount program
• Free Certificates of Origin and Notary Public Services
• Credit union memberships
10. R
 eferrals from the Chamber and the Chamber’s Web Site
• The Chamber receives thousands of inquires per year
for products and services
• The Chamber web site averages 15,000 visitors per month
J Philip Chubb, an insurance agent in the Tri-Valley area since
1973, has recently been appointed as an exclusive agent for
Nationwide Insurance. He has opened up a new office in the
Mohr Business Park with his son-in-law and associate Nationwide
agent, Chris Parsley. The agency offers auto,
home, umbrella, recreational vehicle and
financial products, including life insurance
and annuities. Please call
925-968-4800 or drop by
and say hello.

New Location!
We’ve Moved!
4133 Mohr Ave.
Suite E
Pleasanton, CA 94566

J Philip Chubb
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Membership Anniversaries
During the past two months, nearly 100 businesses renewed their
investment in the Chamber, thereby demonstrating their continued
commitment to community excellence while realizing the benefits,
services and representation associated with membership in Pleasanton’s
leading business organization.
We recommend that you look first to Chamber members for your
business and consumer needs.
30 - 35 Years

Precision Auto Repair, Inc.
ClubSport of Pleasanton
Beckman Investment Securities
Jones, Henle & Schunck

25 - 29 Years

Four Points by Sheraton
Costello Accountancy Corporation
Marriott Pleasanton
Bay Valley Medical Group, Inc.
Pleasanton Partnerships in
Education Foundation
Huff, Charles A.I.A. Architect
Yorkshire Roofing of Northern
California Inc.
Fox, Tom - Venture Sothebys
International Realty
Strizzi’s Restaurants
Valley Tire Service

20 - 24 Years

Keystone Adult Learning Center
Heritage Valley Mortgage, Inc.
Pat Huffman Real Estate
Gatan, Inc.
Craig Property Management
Al’s Hair Design
Giles Studio Inc.
Van Sloten & Laranang CPAs, PC

15 - 19 Years

Select Imaging
JGPC Business & Corporate Law
Oracle
Ruby Hill Golf Club

Lee & Associates
Fremont Bank
California Financial Advisors
Autotron Service Center
Sensiba San Filippo LLP
Tri-Valley Electrical Service Inc
Hap’s Original
Pleasanton Weekly

10 - 14 Years

Stoneridge Apartments
Premier Comp Medical Group
BKF Engineers
ClearPath Business Advisors
Agape Villages Foster Family
Agency
De Pretis Certified Public
Accountants
Amici’s East Coast Pizzeria
Thorne, Jerry
Heritage Bank of Commerce
NCAL Computers
Clorox Services Company
Oilpress!
B2B Gathering
San Francisco Business Times
Spring Street Studios

5 - 9 Years

Ng, John & Daisy, Coldwell
Banker Real Estate
Eden Villa
The Arc of Alameda County
Diablo Meridian Realty
Wealth Management Associates
Baci Bistro & Bar

Cafe Main
Comerica Bank
Stafford Consulting, LLC
KCommons, Executive Homes
Nothing Bundt Cakes
University of San Francisco
Pleasanton Campus
Northwestern Mutual Pleasanton
DECA

1 - 4 Years

Martin, Wardin & Eissner
Financial Group
GoodTimes Promotions, Inc.
Barry Swenson Builder
Kiewit Infrastructure Co.
Pease Tax & Accounting Services,
Inc.
WealthSmart America
Mark Shawver
Nearon Enterprises
A.J. Amstrup, State Farm
Insurance
Mortensen & Son
PMZ Real Estate
European Wax Center
Thomas Watch Repair Services
Office Spots, LLC
New Leaf Community Markets
Village Profile.Com, Inc
Proshred SFBA
Axia Home Loans
Legacy Painting Contractors
Black Bear Diner
Great Clips
Julie Lauer-Legacy Real Estate

Venture Sotheby’s International Realty CEO Andrew Greenwell and team visit
their future location on Main St. in the heart of downtown Pleasanton.

True international exposure
combined with local expertise

E

xcited we’ll soon be located in the heart of Main
Street, Venture Sotheby’s
International Realty offers true international exposure, combined with
local expertise. We take great pride
in using our knowledge, resources,
and global connections
to unite extraordinary
places with the extraordinary buyers who will
cherish them as we do.
As a Company, we
believe that innovation
makes a difference.
At Venture Sotheby’s
International Realty,
we strive to create innovative solutions for tomorrow’s challenges,
while maintaining the highest standard for business. By embracing
technologies that unite qualified
buyers with motivated sellers, we
effectively and successfully market
your property.
Venture Sotheby’s International
Realty offers exclusive Sotheby’s
International Realty marketing,
advertising and referral services

designed to attract well-qualified
buyers to the firm’s property listings. In addition, the firm and its
clients benefit from an association
with the Sotheby’s auction house,
which promotes real estate referral opportunities to auction house
clientele.
We take pride in
our reputation and are
fortunate to represent
one of the world’s finest brands in a highly
sought after market.
With its beautiful
weather, wine country
lifestyle and scenic
landscapes, Pleasanton is one of the
finest markets in California and a
premier destination in the Bay Area
given its close proximity to San
Francisco and Silicon Valley. We
look forward to representing some
of the most extraordinary real estate
the Bay Area has to offer, and with
the support of this brand, introducing our market to a broad audience
of consumers worldwide.
Visit us at venturesir.com.

Business Spotlight

Wellness and Balance vs. Illness and Pain, What is your choice?

“I

have
always
believed in the
self-healing
capability of our bodies.
They often need merely
the gentlest of help, not
interference,” said Dr.
Igor Bobritskiy of Healing through
Homeopathy.
Homeopathy is Dr. Bobritskiy’s
passion, and he is always learning,
whether it be from books or from
his daily encounters with patients.
“The fascinating works of the
great homeopaths, from Samuel
Hahnemann and James Tyler Kent,
to Catherine Coulter and George
Vithoulkas, I read almost like novels, and they inspire me to further perfect my practice,” said Dr.
Bobritskiy. “I take pride in using
my knowledge of homeopathy
to help people restore their wellbeing.”
Healing through Homeopathy
provides not only natural remedies and supplements, but also an
explanation as to the reasons for
your health challenges. Lifestyle
and eating habits are discussed in
detail, with specific recommenda-

tions tailored for every
person. Non-invasive
food and allergy testing
helps patients to find out
their sensitivities and
their linkage to health
challenges.
Dr. Bobritskiy points out the following:
-Every year more Americans are
without health insurance and cannot afford basic medical care.
-America spends more money on
health care than any other country,
but is one of the sickest nations in
the world.
-Every year hundreds of thousands of Americans file bankruptcy because they cannot pay their
medical bills.
-Heart disease, diabetes, cancer,
obesity, asthma, and other chronic
degenerative diseases kill thousands of Americans every year.
-Children are plagued with
autism, attention deficit and hyperactivity disorders, and behavioral
problems. Juvenile diabetes is on
the rise.
Dr. Bobritskiy can help you find
your own individualized road back

Dr. Igor Bobritskiy has a diversified medical background and 34 years of experience in the medical field, 22 of them in
holistic care.

to balance and well-being. He has a diversified
medical background and 34 years of experience in the
medical field, 22 of them in holistic care. His goal is
to offer every client the best possible health plan for
the resolution of their health problems.
“True healing comes from within when mind, body,

and spirit achieve a state of complete harmony and
balance,” said Dr. Bobritskiy.
Healing through Homeopathy is located at 90
Mission Drive, Suite 1 in Pleasanton and you can
call them at (925) 447-8294 or learn more at www.
healingthroughhomeopathy.net.
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2015 Chamber Ambassadors

T

he Pleasanton Chamber Ambassador
Committee is the public relations
arm of the Chamber. Ambassadors
are involved in membership development
through recruitment and retention programs, including ribbon cuttings and atten-

dance at mixers and luncheons. Meetings
are held at the Chamber office on the first
Thursday of each month at 8:30 a.m. To
join this committee, contact Dawn Wilson,
Manager of Member Relations at dawn@
pleasanton.org.

AJ Amstrup, AJ Amstrup State Farm Agency; Mary Arnerich, ClubSport of
Pleasanton; Bernie Billen, Valley Community Bank; Joseph Bradley, J Rockcliff
Realtors/The Bradley Team; Randall Brown, PMZ Real Estate; Courtney Coats,
GoSmallBiz.com/Legal Shield; Laura Collins, LC Professional Support Services;
John DeKoven, Your Digital Handyman, Tom Dote, Tom Dote Farmers Insurance;
Kimberly Ertem, US Bank; Kay Fogarty, SAFTE; Danielle Fratellone, DC Fratellone
Family Chiropractic; Leon Gundersen, Select Imaging; Keith Hale, Bay Area
Transportation, LLC; Mary Hanson, Horizon Wealth Solutions; Kristen Hayes Kuse,
Integrated General Counsel; Frances Hewitt, PrinterBees; Cody Hoppes New York
Life; Veronica Horton, A Touch of Health Day Spa; Robert Johnson, PrideStaff;
Alice Jones, LocalGruv; Gail Lefcourt, Volunteer;
Jeff Leuchi, Proforma J.C.L. Print Associates;
Sandy Levine, Senior Helpers; Michael Levy, LPL
Financial; James Li, Union Bank; Elizabeth Lyall,
Office Spots; Alpa Mahida, Comerica Bank; Patty
Manzi, Realty World Action 1 Properties; Carol
Marshall, The Write Business; Alesha Matton,
Uncle Credit Union; Todd/Carol Moberg, Insignia
Designs; Shirley Moore, Rick’s Performance; Ken
Norvell, CMIT Solutions; Deanna Ortuno, Hairlights
Salon; Jenn Oxe, Agape Villages Foster Family
Agency; Stephen Phalen, Stephen Phalen Farmers
Insurance; Christina Rice, Keller Williams Realty;
Gena Stanley, Uncle Credit Union; Brenda SylvaMeuser, Chromagraphics; Daryl Thomas, Cherry
Creek Mortgage Company; Tim Totah, Legacy Real
Estate & Associates; Kathi Vermont, Randick O’Dea Ken Norvell of CMIT Solutions
& Tooliatos, LLP; Dave Walden, Wealth Concepts;
of Pleasanton was named the
2014 Ambassador of the Year.
Ron White, WealthSmart America;

Business Spotlight

PrideStaff Makes It All About You

S

taffing excellence is built upon two Diamond Award.” PrideStaff is only one of
fundamental principles: client ser- six staffing firms in the country that received
vice and exceptional job candidates. the 5 Diamond Award and is the only general
Everyone says they provide these things, yet staffing firm in North America to get that
few can prove it. PrideStaff does.
recognition.
The PrideStaff team comes to the table with
Because PrideStaff’s business model is
a variety of skills and experiences. Each one being locally owned and nationally supis dedicated to a single set of values, which ported, the PrideStaff team in San Ramon
are built around its mission
can consistently deliver
as a company:“Consistently
on our Mission Statement,
provide client experiences
deliver Best in Class service
focused on what they value
and become the Employer of
most.” For small and large
Choice for many people.
clients, major and minor marI have always had a dream
kets and candidates of every
of owning my own busilevel, PrideStaff’s commitness,” said Robert Johnson,
ment remains the same.
owner and Strategic-Partner
PrideStaff assists its clients
of PrideStaff. “In 2007, I
with strategic staffing soluembarked on a journey to evaltions. This includes the incoruate a new business that could
poration of short and long term
leverage my 30 plus years of
needs, including temporary,
executive management experitemporary to hire and direct
ence in sales, marketing, manhire placements. PrideStaff’s Robert Johnson says,
ufacturing, finance and conbusiness is centered on argu- “PrideStaff is helping great
sulting in Corporate America.
ably two of the most critical talent find great jobs and
After reviewing multiple new
business strategies for eco- helping great companies
business options, I decided
nomic growth; putting people find great talent.”
to start my new business in
to work and helping compathe Staffing Industry where I
ny’s grow by finding them great talent.
could have a significant impact on peoples’
PrideStaff has been named to the 2014 Best lives. I ultimately selected PrideStaff who
of Staffing® Client and Talent list. Fewer had a strong management team that shared
than 2% of all staffing agencies in North my values and a proven track record of
America earned the 2014 Best of Staffing®. delivering on their promises to clients and
This is the fifth consecutive year PrideStaff employees.”
has been recognized Best of Staffing® for
For more information on PrideStaff, conboth Clients and Talent which has earned tact Robert Johnson at 925-275-0499 or
PrideStaff the prestigious “Best of Staffing® email rjohnson@pridestaff.com.

Change Your Way of Thinking About Working Out

With One-on-One Personal Training.

“I am really looking forward to the 2015 year working alongside my fellow
Ambassadors. We have an excellent team of knowledgeable, engaging and
motivated people. As volunteers, we like to have fun while we execute and
achieve our goals. Whether it is reaching out to current members reminding
them of the upcoming mixers or trade-shows where they can network and promote their business or talking with new potential members about the benefits
and exposure of a Ribbon Cutting and Business Connection article. The 2015
Ambassador team can count on another year of fun programs and activities that
promote the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce.”

Call Today to Book Your

FREE

Todd Moberg, Insignia Designs
2015 Ambassador Chair

“Being passionate about the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, I have had the
distinct pleasure of serving as the Ambassador Chair for 2013-14. I have worked
together with a family of Ambassadors whose hearts are in it to make a difference
in our community. Our many programs are in place to assist Chamber member
business owners as they embrace their place in Pleasanton. Our Ambassador
program is next to none and I am blessed to serve with such wonderful professionals and friends. I look forward to continuing as an Ambassador in 2015 and
serving the Chamber and our community in various ways.”
Carol A. Marshall, The Write Business
2013-4 Ambassador Chair
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Initial Consultation Sample Workout
PLUS 1 FREE Session

Call 925.523.3551

Oﬀer expires 1/31/15. Cannot be combined with other oﬀers. First time clients only.

Call 925.523.3551
infosszpleasanton@superslowzone.com
6654 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA. 94566
www.sszpleasanton.com

Call 408.578.9663
info@sszsilvercreek.com
5988 Silver Creek Valley Road, Suite 55
San Jose, CA 95138
www.sszsilvercreek.com
© 2014 SuperSlow Zone. 1404_AD
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Ribbon Cuttings
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Creating new jobs, stronger economy

Photo Courtesy of Stephanie Gan

Cody Hoppes – New York Life - My goal is to empower families and business owners by
creating a plan of action based on a personalized strategy. Consultations are free with no
obligation. Perhaps we should talk? For more information, please visit www.codyhoppes.com or
call (415) 852-8828.

Intero Chiropractic - If you’ve been spending time and resources on traditional methods of
symptom relief, and you’re not getting the results you’re looking for, come check out Intero
Chiropractic. Intero Chiropractic is a structural chiropractic health center that provides a
comprehensive solution to structural abnormalities of the spine and nervous system. We combine
the latest state of the art technology, along with specific, scientific chiropractic care to help
populations of all ages. Visit our website to learn more about our unique approach at www.
interochiropractic.com, call us at 925-255-5805, or come by for a tour of the office to see for
yourself. We are located off Hopyard and Stoneridge next to Chili’s and Kinder’s BBQ at 4847
Hopyard Road, Suite 1 in Pleasanton.

Tri-Valley Capital, LLC - Tri-Valley Capital is an investment firm that helps fund and assist startup
companies to grow in any way they can. The founding of Tri-Valley Capital made it a natural fit to
launch Innovate Pleasanton, which hosts a handful of startup companies. The newly renovated
30,000-sqaure-foot facility is located in Hacienda. This brand-new Innovate Pleasanton workspace
will serve as an incubator for startup companies that need space and whose employees are
eager to work with like-minded entrepreneurs. Tri-Valley Capital provides capital, strategic advice,
business advice, relationships. Learn more about Tri-Valley Capital and Innovate Pleasanton at
trivalleycapital.com and innovatepleasanton.

Sugarie Bake Shop - Step into Sugarie Bake Shop, and you’ll find a little piece of Paris in
Pleasanton, home to classic French pastries such as croissants, kouign amanns, eclairs and
little Cheesecakes and delicate French Macarons. French staples such as brioche loaves and
baguettes are available every afternoon. Complement your baked treats with perfectly brewed
coffees, hand-pressed teas or a creamy cup of latte and specialty mochas. Visit Sugarie Bake
Shop at the Vintage Hills Shopping Center, 3500 Bernal Ave, Suite 155, around the corner from
New Leaf Market or www.sugariebakeshop.com. Open Wednesdays through Sundays, except for
some holidays.

Mixing, Mingling and Promoting Your Business at Monthly Mixers

Thank you to each and every business that opened its doors in 2014 for Chamber members as a host for a monthly networking mixer. The Pleasanton Chamber holds its
mixers on the second Wednesday of every month and these events are a benefit of Chamber membership. Whether you’re talking over breakfast at a Morning Mixer or
promoting your business with a table-top display at Tradeshow Mixer or even enjoying a barbecue dinner in Barone’s Backyard at the Salute to City Partnerships Joint
Mixer with the Pleasanton Downtown Association, these mixers are a great way to meet new people and make business connections.

