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HIT THE ROAD
AND TAKE A
MINNE-ROADTRIP!
The Minne-Roadtrip offers visitors the
opportunity to get out of the hustle and
bustle of the city and everyday life. Visit our
picturesque downtowns, historic attractions
and small family-owned businesses. Located
in Southern Minnesota; Owatonna, Faribault
and Northfield’s attractions are accessible from
Interstate 35.
There is so much to do, you will have no
trouble filling your tank with lots of activities
and unique dining and shopping opportunities!

Less than 1 hour south of the metro

MinneRoadTrip.com

Fine Arts & Crafts | Swank Shops | Live Music | Delicious Dining | Walking & Biking Trails

VisitingNorthfield.com | 800-658-2548

State & Local Trails | Hometown Brewery | Faribault Woolen Mills | Exclusive Local Cuisine
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Experience the historic backdrop of Southern Minnesota

The four regions of Southern Minnesota
are home to historic sites and attractions
that preserve many bygone eras.
Legacies of the past continue to leave
their mark on the area, where Native
Americans once used the Mississippi
and Minnesota rivers as hunting
grounds, explorers recorded the lay of
the land, and industries blossomed in
milling, trading and logging. Witness
these and many other stories from the
past at museums, monuments, historic
markers and more throughout Southern
Minnesota.
Catch a glimpse into the lives of some
of the area’s earliest inhabitants at
Jeffers Petroglyphs in the Prairie Land
town of Comfrey. This natural attraction
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preserves ancient carvings made by
Native Americans more than 7,000 years
ago in the midst of prairie grasses. The
petroglyphs depict humans, deer,
buffalo, arrows and more. The site is also
a living sacred site where members of
various Native American tribes go to
pray.
Another Prairie Land site to discover
Native American history is Pipestone
National Monument in Pipestone, located
near the border of Minnesota and South
Dakota. For many generations, Native
Americans have used the red pipestone
found here to make sacred pipes used for
prayer and other ceremonies.
Throughout the region’s exploration
and settlement, relations between Native

Americans and Europeans were
complicated and often full of tension.
The height of that unrest is characterized
by the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. The
conflict erupted when the U.S.
government failed to pay what they had
agreed upon in order to purchase parts
of modern-day Minnesota. See the
Minnesota River Valley site where the
treaty was made near modern day St.
Peter at Traverse des Sioux, which had
long been a primary crossing of the
Minnesota River and meeting place for
fur traders.
When settlers arrived to the area, they
brought their own traditions and heritage
with them. German culture is alive and
well in New Ulm, also located in the

p h o t o e x p l o r e m i n n e s o ta

amish buggy, preston

other stories of the
past.
See authentic,
fully functional
World War II
aircrafts and
vehicles at the
Fagen Fighters
WWII Museum in
Granite Falls. The
Minnesota River
Valley attraction
commemorates the
men and women
who served during
the war, and
educates visitors
about this time in
history with
interactive exhibits,
mayowood Mansion, rochester
an extensive library
and works of art.
For a medical history lesson, visit
Minnesota River Valley. The idyllic town is
Mayowood Mansion in Rochester, a
inundated with historic attractions
bustling city in the Mississippi River
including the Hermann Monument, a
Valley & Historic Bluff Country. The
100-foot copper statue that celebrates the
estate was the family home of three
community’s German roots, and many

generations of the Mayo family, the folks
we have to thank for the groundbreaking
Mayo Clinic. Built in 1911 by Dr. Charles H.
Mayo, the mansion features antique
French, English, Spanish and German
furnishings, Mayo’s personal arts
collection, serene gardens and, most
importantly, interpretations of the
historic family.
Nearby Austin—part of the Southern
Lakes region—is home to the famous
Spam Museum. This product took the
world by storm, winning over people
from all different walks of life: World
War II soldiers, busy parents, chefs and
more. Today there are 15 varieties of
Spam, all based on the original sixingredient concoction. Learn about the
product from “Spambassadors” (museum
guides) and try some for yourself.
Native American cultural sites, historic
homes, museums and memorials, and
preserved Amish culture give a nod to
yesteryear. The historic backdrop in
Southern Minnesota runs the gamut of
hundreds of years, creating a patchwork
quilt of stories from the past.  

a b o v e c o u r t e s y o f t h e h i s t o r y c e n t e r o f o l m s t e d c o u n t y b e l ow j i m h o f f m a n

trapper’s cabin, sanborn
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Get off the beaten path in this sweeping valley region

The possibilities are endless
in this region, with coursing
waters to navigate, miles
of trails to wander and
historical attractions to
explore.

8
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RICH IN HISTORY

History comes to life in the Minnesota
River Valley, a region of Minnesota that
has long been at the center of economy
and development. Experience the storied
past at sites and attractions that
preserve years gone by.
As the longest tributary that feeds
into the Mississippi River, the
Minnesota River and surrounding
valley region was a major route for fur
traders and explorers as early as the
17th century. The area later witnessed
the long, complicated relationship
between settlers and Native Americans.
| 2017

In fact, Traverse des Sioux, located a
few minutes north of St. Peter, was a
crossroads and meeting place for
Dakota people and Europeans for
thousands of years. Eventually, it was
the site of the Treaty of Traverse des
Sioux, in which members of the Dakota
nation ceded parts of present-day
Minnesota to the U.S. government in
exchange for payment and a
reservation.
Learn more about this complex
history at the Lower Sioux Agency.
Located just outside of Redwood Falls,
it is the site of the first attack in the

p h o t o K a r l a C a s pa r i

Mahkato Wacipi Pow Wow, Mankato

must-dos
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minnesota river valley
Historic Chippewa City
Immerse yourself in history at
this replica late 1800s settlement
village in Montevideo.
Fagen Fighters WWII Museum
Located in Granite Falls, the museum
is home to a collection of WWII
memorabilia and a new
Holocaust exhibit.
Renville County Parks
Enjoy picturesque views of the
Minnesota River and easy access to the
Minnesota River Valley Scenic Byway.
Downtown New Ulm
Explore this German-influenced town
that is home to the German craft
brewer August Schell Brewing Co.
Minneopa State Park
Enjoy the natural beauty of
this park and keep your eyes
open for the live buffalo herd
that roams the land.

U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. You can also
immerse yourself in nature while
getting a history lesson at Upper Sioux
Agency State Park in Granite Falls.
Grasslands, wetlands, woods, prairie
knolls and rivers cover the grounds
where you’ll find campgrounds and tipi
campsites, horse trails, 18 miles of hiking
trails and vistas overlooking the
Minnesota River.
While in the area, experience the
vibrant history of the German-founded
town of New Ulm. Incorporated in 1854,
the town celebrates its German heritage
and history with attractions and events.
Perhaps the best symbol of New Ulm’s
heritage is the Hermann Monument, a
100-foot copper statue that overlooks
the city. The monument of the
Cheruscan chieftain was dedicated and
erected atop its pedestal in 1897 and has
watched over the town below ever since.
While there, stop in at the Brown
County History Museum, which
features award-winning exhibits that
explore the town’s past. New Ulm is also
home to iconic German craft brewer
August Schell Brewing Co. Visit the

alexander ramsey park, redwood falls

fagen fighters wwii museum, granite falls
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minnesota river valley national scenic byway, st. peter

brewery for tours and tastings in the
beer garden, and you’ll see why
Germans have more fun.
For a truly immersive history lesson,
head northwest to Historic Chippewa
City, located outside Montevideo. The
town replicates a late 1800s settlement,
featuring authentic log cabins, an
original church and blacksmith. Learn
about life on the 20-acre settlement with
hands-on experiences such as
hammering horseshoes and churning
butter. Another unique historic site
located nearby is Lac qui Parle Mission.
Visitors can learn about the roles that
missionaries played in the development
of the Dakota alphabet as well as life of
the Dakota people in this 1835 mission,
which houses the first Dakota dictionary
and gospel. Not surprisingly, the mission
was one of the earliest schools and
churches in the state.
Just about an hour’s drive northwest,
visitors can learn about the formation
of the Minnesota River Valley at the
Big Stone County Museum in
Ortonville. 
> continued on page 12 >
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august schell’s mansion, new ulm
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You’re invited to
discover the unexpected
in Renville County

17 calendar
o f events
DAR

CALEN

COME VISIT!
SChEll’S BrEwEry • FESTIValS
MOrgan CrEEk VInEyardS
hISTOrIC SITES • glOCkEnSpIEl
gErMan hErITagE & CulTurE

march 4
Schell’s Bock Fest
New Ulm, 507-354-5528,
schellsbrewery.com/events
May 17
Syttende Mai
Milan, milanmn.com

1st

June 17
ArtSplash Art Fair
Mankato, 507-327-8350

Best
Oktoberfest

June 22-25
Western Fest Stampede Rodeo
Granite Falls, granitefallsprcarodeo.org
June 23-25
Summer Splash
Redwood Falls, celebrateredwoodfalls.com
July 12-16
Redwood County Fair
Redwood Falls, redwoodcountyfair.com
July 14-16
Bavarian Blast
New Ulm, 507-359-2222, bavarianblast.com
July 22-24
Catfish Derby Days
Franklin, 507-557-2259, franklinmn.us
August 4-6
Minnesota Farmfest
Gilfillan Estate, Morgan,
ideaggroup.com/farmfest

2nd

WCCO

Explore the outdoors in Renville County for abundant
wildlife, breathtaking river valley views, rustic and
historic parks, memorable sunsets, incredible granite
rock formations, excellent bird watching, scenic
Minnesota River, friendly people and much more.
The unexpected adventures await you.
RENVILLE COUNTY EDA
105 South 5th Street, Suite 318
Olivia, MN 56277
hra_eda@renvillecountymn.com
320.523.3656 | renville.com

Coolest
City

Highway
Highlights

3rd
Best Place in
US to Spend
a Weekend
Expedia
Viewfinder

Lear
langua n the
ge of f
u
Ein Bi
er, bit n:
te .
Danke
!

newulm.com • 888-463-9856

Visit The Redwood Area

September 16 & 17
Applefest
Appleton, 320-289-1527, appletonmn.com
September 29-October1
Meander Upper Minnesota River Art Crawl
Various locations, 320-289-1981,
artsmeander.com
October 6 & 7, 13 & 14
Oktoberfest
New Ulm, 507-359-5300,
newulmoktoberfest.com
October 8
Mankato River Ramble
Mankato, bikeriverramble.org
October 11-14
Mankato History Fest
Mankato, 507-625-2257,
historyfestmankato.com
November 17
Christmas by Candlelight
Holiday Parade of Lights
Redwood Falls, 507-637-2828,
redwoodfalls.org

Redwood Area Chamber & Tourism
200 S. Mill St. Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828 • chamber@redwoodfalls.org
www.redwoodfalls.org

November 24
Parade of Lights
New Ulm, 888-463-9856, newulm.com
For a full events calendar visit
exploresouthernminnesota.com

507-644-5700 • reservations@redwoodlodge.com
www.redwoodlodge.com

Redwood Area Community Center
901 Cook St. Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-644-2333 • recdept@ci.redwood-falls.mn.us
www.redwoodareacommunitycenter.com

The Vintage Inn
Bed & Breakfast

507-627-1875 • vintageinnrwf@gmail.com
www.thevintageinnrwf.com
2017 | e x p lo r e s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta . c o m
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Black

Displays and historical treasures tell
of glacialBlack
River Warren, which carved
out the 5-mile-wide valley around
10,000 years ago.

white

OUTDOOR EXPLORATION
Discover all the recreational fun that the
Minnesota River Valley has to offer. The
area has an abundance of serene parks,
wildlife refuges, multi-use trails and
unique attractions.
Start your outdoor adventure in the
stunning Big Stone National Wildlife
Refuge located near Odessa. An 11-mile
stretch of the Minnesota River flows
through this 12,000-acre refuge,
providing habitat for migratory birds,
fish and other wildlife. Enjoy the water
by kayak or canoe, or set out on one of
the countless foot trails for exceptional
hiking.
For even more outdoor adventure,
explore what locals call the “Little
Yellowstone of Minnesota.” Travel about
90 miles southwest to Alexander
Ramsey Park in Redwood Falls for

Get your
FREE
full-color
Official
Lac qui Parle
County Map!

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
HUNTING • FISHING • TRAILS
PARKS • ARTS

To order:

www.lqpeda.com
(320) 598-7976
eda@lqpco.com

CONTACT US FOR A FREE VISITORS GUIDE!
WWW.PRAIRIEWATERS.COM • 1-866-866-5432

GRANITE
FALLS

Follow Our Prohibition Story walking tour from the
Andrew Volstead House Museum, past our riverside shops
and walk across the Minnesota River on our famous footbridge.

Courtesy of
Lac qui Parle County EDA

MINNESOTA’S
MACHINERY MUSEUM
OPEN MAY 15
THRU SEPT. 30
10AM-4PM DAILY,
1-4:30PM SUNDAYS
Visit Our Large
Quilt Display

THE LARGEST
COLLECTION OF
FARM EQUIPMENT
AND EXHIBITS
IN MINNESOTA!

AUG. 5 & 6, 2017
ANNUAL GOOD
OLD DAYS AND
THRESHING SHOW

www.visitgranitefalls.com • e-mail: gfchamber@mvtvwireless.com
12
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HANLEY FALLS, MN • 507.768.3522
WWW.MNMACHINERYMUSEUM.COM
PHOTO: TOM WATSON

It’s all so close!

Come for the Fun,
Stay for the Memories
Historic Downtown & Antique Shops
Family Aquatic Center
Paved Bike Trails
Campsites & Cabins
Public Landing & Fishing Piers
New Hotel and Event Center
— Coming Soon! —

SAVE THE DATE!
July 4th Fireworks
Buttered Corn Days
Festival & Parade
August 18th & 19th
We’re just 70 miles from the Twin Cities
in a picturesque river valley. Enjoy the
challenges of our scenic trails and
waterways, take in one of our exciting
events or unwind in our vibrant City Center.
classic car roll in, henderson

p h o t o r i v e r va l l e y p h o t o g r a p h y

visitmankatomn.com

For More Info

507.794.4731
SLEEPYEYECHAMBER.COM

tranquil nature scenes including the
beloved Ramsey Falls, miles of paved
hiking trails, campground facilities and
even a zoo. At 219 acres, this is the largest
municipal park in the state.
For an adventure on two wheels,
head 65 miles southwest to hit the
trails in Mankato. Practice your
dexterity on the 2-mile singletrack Fort
LeHillier Mountain Bike Skill Park,
which winds through trees and over
small bridges and jumps. If a 2-mile
track isn’t enough, spend some time at
Mount Kato for more of a challenge
and bike over 7 miles of singletrack
trails from late April through October.
Looking for shoreline riding? Head to
Kiwanis Recreation Area, an extensive
system of mountain biking trails
situated on the shores of the
Minnesota River.
While in Mankato, be sure to stop at
Minneopa State Park. Explore trails
that meander along Minneopa Creek
and past waterfalls, and catch a glimpse
of the herd of wild bison that resides
there.
If you prefer water adventures, start
in the northern portion of the
Minnesota River Valley at Big Stone
Lake in Ortonville. Hop into a canoe or
kayak and paddle along the Minnesota
2017 | e x p lo r e s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta . c o m

13

PANTONE P 57-14 U 2

PANTONE P 142-13 U

PANTONE P 107-4 U

PANTONE Cool Gray 9 C

NS
red

Black

green

Blue

white

white

Black
River State Water Trail that begins at
Big Stone and meanders along diverse
wildlife and terrain to Fort Snelling in
St. Paul.
After a day of adventuring, rest your
weary bones at Moonstone Farm.
Located in rural Montevideo, the
240-acre family-owned farm features a
one-room cottage surrounded by the
simple pleasures of the prairie.

Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota, mankato

EAT, SHOP, PLAY

Try these local favorites for one-of-akind dining, shopping or entertainment
in the Minnesota River Valley.
Heaven’s Gate Winery is a family-run
operation located in Belview. The winery
uses apples grown on their own land.
Made-from-scratch dishes fill the
winery’s seasonal food menu, and
visitors continually boast of their
delicious wines.
The region is also home to Minnesota’s
first underground winery. Since 1993
Morgan Creek Vineyards & Winery has
been serving award-winning wines. The
New Ulm winery uses the temperature
below the earth’s surface for a cellar-like
storing atmosphere.
During your time in New Ulm, visit
The Grand Center for Arts and Culture.
Located in a historic downtown New Ulm
hotel, the Grand hosts live music weekly,
monthly art exhibitions and various
cultural events open to the community.
Grab the kids and visit nearby
Mankato for the Children’s Museum of
Southern Minnesota. The museum
provides fun, hands-on learning for
young minds through a variety of
exhibits and daily activities.
If you’re searching for a unique gift for
that hard-to-buy-for-friend, head to
Redwood Falls and stop in at The
Farmer’s Wife. Browse the collection of
accessories and decorations including
stacks of dyed wool, 18th- and 19thcentury pottery, and hand-poured
candles that line the shelves of the home
decor and gift shop.
In nearby St. Peter, some of the best
coffee around is found at River Rock
Coffee. Inspired by the tree-hugging ’60s,
the coffee shop is a favorite among
nearby Gustavus Adolphus College
students and faculty alike. While in the

14
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area, see works of art at the school’s
Hillstrom Museum of Art, which is free
of charge and features rotating
exhibitions with work by students,
faculty members, and national and
international artists.
If you’d prefer a craft ale or IPA over
coffee and wine, head to Hendricks and

| 2017

stop in at Bank Brewing Co. Originally
a bank on the main street of town, the
Bank Brewing taproom now fills pints
and sample glasses with unique IPAs,
pale wheats and Berliner weisses. The
taproom rotates its beers through four
taps and has games and an outdoor
beer garden.  

photo children’s museum of
s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta

orange

WORLD WAR II AIRCRAFT AND VEHICLES
SCULPTURES - FINE ART - EXHIBITS
OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM
WINTER HOURS THURSDAY-SATURDAY
CLOSED NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
320.564.6644

WWW.FAGENFIGHTERSWWIIMUSEUM.ORG
LENZEN - ROE MEMORIAL AIRPORT
GRANITE FALLS, MN

Plan Your
Escape
Where will your
next Minnesota
Journey take you?

The perfect destination for experiencing
hand-crafted artisan wines.
Award Winning Wines
Woodfired Pizzas
Live Entertainment
Open Year Round

mnmo.com/journeys

Meaningful
conversations.
MeMorable
experiences.

www.chankaskawines.com| 507-931-0089
2017 | e x p lo r e s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta . c o m
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER
VALLEY & HISTORIC
BLUFF COUNTRY
Black

white

Witness historic beauty in this southeastern region

Situated on the Mississippi
River, this region is as
beautiful as it is historical.
Explore, learn, dine and shop
your way through this aweinspiring area of Southern
Minnesota.
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RICH IN HISTORY

History unfolds in the Mississippi River
Valley & Historic Bluff Country, where
rolling hills and coursing waters tell of
years gone by. Experience life in a late
1800s settlement, ride in a traditional
Amish horse-drawn buggy, or stand next
to a century-old working power dam.
Located a short drive southeast of the
Twin Cities, Red Wing is the home of Red
Wing Shoes. Learn about the history of
the iconic brand at its flagship store and
museum, and be sure to get a photo with
the world’s largest boot. Book a room at
the historic St. James Hotel and enjoy
luxurious suites, a full-service spa and
more at the hotel built in 1875.
| 2017

Travel further southeast along the
Mississippi River to Winona and pay a
visit to the Watkins Heritage Museum &
Store. Learn about J.R. Watkins and the
beloved company’s 146-year history
through vintage products, photographs
and other memorabilia.
Learn about 19th-century life at the
Houston County Historical Society
located near Caledonia. The site
features historic facilities like the First
Presbyterian Church of Sheldon, built
in 1862; the Flatten-Swenson Pioneer
Home, a Norwegian-style log home built
in 1880; and the Daley School, a oneroom country schoolhouse.
Head southwest to the neighboring

photo A .D. Drumm Images

sheldon theater, red wing

must-dos

mississippi river valley &
historic bluff country
Mystery Cave
Discovered in 1937, this natural
attraction comprises a network of
underground passages created by
water erosion. Explore the paths and
see geological formations on a
tour of the cave.
St. James Hotel
Built in 1875, this historic hotel
located in Red Wing has long been
a luxurious destination for travelers
of all kinds. Dine at one of the three
restaurants, pamper yourself at
the spa and explore the downtown
district of Red Wing.

i n s e t C o u r t e s y o f R e d W i n g V i s i t o r s & C o n v e n t i o n B u r e a u a b o v e Ma r y Fa r r e l l b e l ow J ac k i e Sc h e r e r

Root River and Harmony Preston
Valley State Trails
Hit the pavement on this 60-mile,
multi-use trail system that connects no
fewer than nine Minnesota towns.
International Owl Center
Located in Houston, this organization
aims to create a better world for the
wild owl population through education.
See the majestic birds up close and
learn about the lives of owls.

windom park with princess wenonah, winona

sinkhole. Just a few miles south in Canton
is the Mitson House Museum. The house,
built in 1882, was the lifelong home of
Florence Mitson, who kept the home and
all its belongings in pristine condition.
Take a step back in time with the
self-guided Historic Walking Tour of
Preston. You’ll learn about over 30 sites,
including a 1902 Historic Milwaukee
Grain Elevator and authentic Milwaukee
Road boxcar and caboose, the O’Hara
one-room schoolhouse on the county
fairgrounds and more.
About 20 minutes southwest is Historic
Forestville. Guides dressed in period
clothing invite visitors to join them in
daily tasks and conversation about
settlement life in the 1800s. Located
within the Forestville/Mystery Cave
State Park near Preston, the attraction
features original stores and buildings.

Nearby Lanesboro is a small town
with many historic influences and
attractions. The downtown district is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places—many of the brick and
stone buildings have changed very little
since they were built more than a
century ago. The town is home to the
Lanesboro History Museum, located
next to the Root River State Bike Trail.
The museum features various historical
pieces including Buffalo Bill
memorabilia.
Home to one of Minnesota’s largest
Old Order Amish groups, the Mississippi
River Valley & Historic Bluff Country is
the perfect place to experience Amish
culture firsthand. See horse-drawn
buggies in Lanesboro, Harmony and
Canton and take part in
the culture with

Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Seascapes, paintings of ships and
marine memorabilia find a home in
this Winona museum. With more
than 10 exhibits each year and
masterpieces by artists including
Monet and Picasso, this is a
gem not to be missed.

towns of Harmony and Canton,
which have two unique historical
sites worth adding to your itinerary.
The sinkhole at Karst Exhibit and
Interpretive Site in Harmony
displays the distinct geological
makeup of the region. Limestone
rides extremely close to the
earth’s surface, and heavy rain can
cause it to collapse and create a

national eagle
center, wabasha

PANTONE P 24-6 U 2

PANTONE P 57-14 U 2

PANTONE P 142-13 U

PANTONE P 107-4 U

PANTONE Cool Gray 9 C

oNe-CoLoR oPtIoNS
orange

red

Black

green

Blue

white

Black

white

an area guide such as Bluffscape Amish
Tours or R&M Amish Tours.
Head north to experience the Fillmore
County History Center and Genealogy
Library in Fountain. This county was
one of the earliest ones settled in
Minnesota, making it the perfect place to
explore our region’s history and personal
family histories.
Many are familiar with Laura Ingalls
Wilder’s accounts of settlement life in the
Midwest in her “Little House on the
Prairie” series. From Fountain, travel a
short distance west to Spring Valley and
get a further glimpse into Wilder’s life at
Spring Valley Methodist Church
Museum. Wilder and her husband,
Almanzo Wilder, attended the 1876-built
church.
Travel north to Rochester and tour
Mayowood Mansion, the historic home
of three generations of the Mayo family.
Located just a few minutes from
downtown Rochester, the five-story
mansion contains 100 rooms and
features Dr. Charles H. Mayo’s personal
art collection and antique furnishings.
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Heading north on Highway 52 will take
you to Zumbrota to see Minnesota’s only
remaining original covered bridge. The
bridge, which has been restored, is
located within Covered Bridge Park, an
80-acre expanse of natural and historic
beauty. If you find yourself in the area
during the third weekend in June, be
sure to check out the annual Zumbrota
Covered Bridge Music & Arts Festival.

OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

With six state parks, miles upon miles of
trails and plenty of picturesque small
towns to explore, the Mississippi River
Valley & Historic Bluff Country is the
ideal destination for you and your family.
Enjoy biking the near 20-mile paved
path that runs along the former Chicago
Great Western Railroad line. The
Cannon Valley Trail, located in Red
Wing, offers stunning views of the
Cannon River, the immense valley and
diverse natural scenery. The trail is open
year-round for walking, biking, crosscountry skiing and more.
A short drive south along the Great
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River Road is Lake City, home to the
widest natural lake on the Mississippi
River, Lake Pepin. Get out on the water
and experience firsthand the birthplace
of water skiing, or sit back and relax on a
Pearl of the Lake paddleboat cruise.
Don’t forget to look up as you travel
further south down the Great River
Road—Wabasha is the region’s greatest
place to spot eagles soaring high in the
sky. Pay a visit to the National Eagle
Center for organized eagle-viewing trips
year-round.
In the southernmost part of the region
is Niagara Cave in Harmony. Named for
its underground waterfall, Niagara Cave
was rated one of the best cave attractions
in the country. If you’re looking for more
underground adventures, visit Mystery
Cave, a 13-mile-long underground
expanse in Spring Valley.
Get close to nature during your visit at
one of the area environmental centers.
The Houston Nature Center at
Trailhead Park offers beautiful scenery
and wildlife and connects with the Root
River Trail
> continued on page 20 >

photo mary ferrell

covered bridge, zumbrota

Where
FUN knows
no season.
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FEBRUARY 25
Grumpy Old Men Festival
Wabasha, 800-565-4158, wabashamn.org
April 27-29
Mid West Music Fest
Winona, midwestmusicfest.org
May 19-21
Syttende Mai
Spring Grove, sgsyttendemai.com
thursdays june through august
Thursdays on 1st & 3rd
Rochester, 507-216-9882,
downtownrochestermn.com
June 3
Rhubarb Festival
Lanesboro, 507-467-2696, rhubarbfestival.org
June 15-18
Zumbrota Covered Bridge
Music & Arts Festival
Zumbrota, ci.zumbrota.mn.us
June 23-26
Water Ski Days
Lake City, 651-345-4123, lakecity.org
July 6-26
Minnesota Beethoven Festival
Winona, 507-457-1715,
mnbeethovenfestival.org
July 18-23
Fillmore County Fair
Preston, fillmorecountyfair.com
July 28-30
Houston Hoedown Days
Houston, houstonhoedown.com
August 4-6
Buffalo Bill Days
Lanesboro, lanesboro.com
August 4-6
River City Days
Red Wing, rivercitydays.org
August 11-13
Western Days
Chatfield, 507-867-3810, ci.chatfield.mn.us
September 9 & 10, 16 & 17, 23 & 24
Taste of the Trail
Root River Trail Towns, rootrivertrail.org
September 21-24
Boats and Bluegrass Festival
Winona, boatsandbluegrass.com
October 21-22
Caledonia Bluff and Valley Balloon Rally
Caledonia, mnballooning.com
November 24
Holiday Stroll
Red Wing, 651-385-7850,
downtownredwing.org
For a full events calendar visit
exploresouthernminnesota.com
2017 | e x p lo r e s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta . c o m
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EAT, SHOP, PLAY

Shop, sip and dine your way through the
Mississippi River Valley & Historic Bluff
Country, home to one-of-a-kind diners,
picturesque storefronts, farmers
markets and more.
Visit The Oaks Wine Bar in Winona
for a unique dining experience. This local
favorite takes a new and thoughtful
approach to wines of all varieties, along
with serving a carefully crafted food
menu, classic cocktails and craft beers.
Enjoy a made-from-scratch meal at
Estelle’s Eatery and Bar in Harmony.
Located right on the town’s main street,
the family-owned restaurant is the
perfect place to stop in to refuel during a
day of exploring.
Head north to Lanesboro for
delectable food and refreshing drinks.
High Court Pub in the historic
downtown district features outdoor
dining, live entertainment, unique
cocktails and tap beers, and a menu with
everything from pub fare to artisan
flatbreads. During your stay in
Lanesboro, be sure to check out Dry Run
Distillery. Owner Phil Bailey shares his

root river fly fishing, preston

> continued from page 18 >

System, making it easy to hop on a bike and
see more of the landscape. The Natural
Playground is a 1-acre playground where
kids can interact with nature—there are
buried fossils, a hand water pump and
sluice, stone tunnels, caves and more.
Also in Houston is the International
Owl Center. The center offers classes,
camps and seminars to teach you all
about these birds and give you the
opportunity to see their natural beauty
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up close. Eagle Bluff
Environmental Learning
Center offers more
opportunities to connect
with nature. Located in
Lanesboro, the center
provides nature programming
for children and adults
including outdoor skills classes,
live raptor
demonstrations
and more.
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great-grandfather’s moonshine,
whiskey, bourbon and rye recipes at
this Prohibition Era-themed
distillery.
Right across the street from the
Root River Trail in nearby Whalan is
a timeless favorite. Aroma Pie Shop
entices guests with delectable baked
goods and, you guessed it, great pie.
Bikers enjoy penciling in a stop at this
locally owned shop on their tour of
the region, and for good reason. Head
south for another destination to
enjoy homemade treats and shop for
unique home goods at the recently
renovated Blossom Hill Orchard and
Farm in Preston.
Head east to Burdey’s Cafe, located
in Peterson. Situated right off the
Root River Trail, you can enjoy
homemade soups, hearty breakfasts
and decadent desserts, all while
enjoying views of the trail.
The Mississippi River Valley &
Historic Bluff Country is also home
to craft breweries and vineyards.
Winona claims one of the most
scenic wineries in the state: Garvin
Heights Vineyard. The family-owned
winery hosts wine tastings, grape
picking and more. Head southwest to
Spring Valley to learn about the
winemaking at Four Daughters
Vineyard and Winery. Craving a
glass of local, craft beer? Travel north
along the Mississippi River and try
Reads Landing Brewing Co., then
continue north and visit Red Wing
Brewery for a pint and a slice of
handmade pizza. While in Red Wing
try the wine at Falconer Vineyards.
For a healthy dose of retail
therapy, visit downtown Winona’s
A-Z Collectibles. Antiques, books
and myriad home goods fill this
locally owned store that has been
open more than 20 years. Don’t miss
out on the region’s many farmers
markets, such as the Rochester
Downtown Farmers Market, the
Winona Farmers Market or the Red
Wing Farmers Market. Also in Red
Wing is the original Red Wing Shoes
store. The well-known work boot
maker has been selling its line of
footwear for more than a century.  

Visit

COVER PRICE

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT
MINNESOTAMONTHLY.COM

RedWing.org

Picture Yourself Biking Over
60 Miles Of Paved Trails On
The Root River State Trail!
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SOUTHERN LAKES

Dive into Southern Minnesota’s region on the water

SPAM MUSEUM, AUSTIN

A short drive south from
the Twin Cities transports
you from a big-city pace of
life to a slower, hometown
feel. The region reconnects
you to the past as well as
Mother Nature and gives
you a chance to explore
family-owned businesses
new and old.
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RICH IN HISTORY

Unique museums, historical sites and
tributes preserve the past and allow
visitors to experience it for themselves
throughout the Southern Lakes region
of Minnesota.
Farming has long been the backbone of
Minnesota, feeding the state and beyond.
Several agricultural interpretive centers
reside throughout the region, including
Heritage Acres in Fairmont, a 40-acre
agricultural interpretive center designed
to tell the past and future story of farming.
Farmamerica in Waseca spans 360 acres,
complete with a genuine 1850s settlement,
| 2017

a one-room schoolhouse, a 1930s farmstead
and much more.
In Austin you will find a breadth of
historical attractions, including the
Hormel Historic Home, once the home of
food industry maven George A. Hormel.
Self-guided tours are available yearround, and regular summer concerts are
a local favorite. While in Austin, be sure
to stop at the Spam Museum to learn
about the food’s significance during
World War II, play Spam trivia and more.
If you’re hungry for more food history,
head west to Blue Earth for a free tour of
the Giant Museum. Featuring Jolly Green
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southern lakes

Faribault Woolen Mill Co.
Tour the Faribault-based woolens
manufacturer famed for more than 150
years of high-quality products.
Pelican Breeze II Cruise
Spend a few hours gliding along
Albert Lea Lake, learning the history
of the Albert Lea area and
enjoying a good meal.
Jolly Green Giant Statue
It’s hard to miss this 55-foot statue in
Blue Earth that is just down the road
from the accompanying Giant
Museum.
National Farmers’ Bank
Stand in awe of this Louis
Sullivan-designed jewel box bank
in downtown Owatonna.
Spam Museum
Learn all about America’s favorite
canned meat in this recently
renovated Austin favorite.

national farmers’ bank, owatonna

jesse james days, northfield

Giant memorabilia, this museum is down
the road from the town’s 55-foot Jolly
Green Giant statue.
In 1859, Dr. William Worrall Mayo built
a home in Le Sueur. Mayo, who would
later go on to found the Mayo Clinic,
opened his first medical practice in an
upstairs room in the home, and years
later, a founder of Green Giant Co. took
up residence there. The W.W. Mayo
House stands as a historic site where
visitors can take tours to learn more

about the Mayo family, their clinic and
Green Giant Co.’s history.
Northfield also boasts an iconic
past—the infamous Jesse James and his
gang of outlaws narrowly escaped an
attempted robbery of the Northfield
First National Bank in 1876. You can bear
witness to a re-enactment of the fateful
day during the Defeat of Jesse James
Days every September. If your travels
don’t coincide with this annual event,
Northfield offers a self-guided Outlaw

big island rendezvous and festival, albert lea

OUTDOOR EXPLORATION
A straight shot south of the Twin Cities
metro takes you into lake and prairie
country where more than 50 lakes dot
the landscape. Miles of biking and
hiking trails unravel throughout the

region, and there are plenty of water
activities to enjoy.
The Sakatah Singing Hills State
Trail is a 39-mile blacktop trail that
connects the towns of Faribault and
Mankato. The route winds through
both urban and rural landscapes,
passing through towns such as
Waterville, Elysian, Madison Lake and
Cannon Lake. It also coincides with
Sakatah Lake State Park, which covers

more than 800 acres of fields, wetlands,
forests and lakes.
Straight south from there is Big Island,
a forest-covered island in the middle of
Albert Lea Lake in Myre-Big Island State
Park. A few miles west is Fountain Lake,
where you can enjoy the acrobatics of the
Bayside Water Ski Shows every Thursday
throughout the summer. If you are looking
to hit the trails, begin in Albert Lea on the

> continued on page 26 >

sisseton lake, fairmont
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Trail Tour that includes 13 stops along
the gang’s escape route.
Head south to downtown Owatonna,
which was recently named to the
National Register of Historic Places.
There you will find the National
Farmers’ Bank. Now operated by Wells
Fargo and built to resemble a jewel box,
this bank was built in 1908 and designed
by Louis Sullivan, an American
architect who mentored Frank Lloyd
Wright. Its exterior is hard to miss,
adorned with blue and green tiles and
intricate stained glass windows, while
the ornate interior is something to
behold as well.
Several more opportunities to take a
step back in time exist in Owatonna,
including the Minnesota State Public
School Orphanage Museum. The
campus holds memorabilia from the
years that more than 10,000 orphaned
or neglected children were sent to the
town to live.
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January 13-15
Southern Minnesota
Pond Hockey Championship
Fairmont, pondhockeychamp.com
February 4
The Big Freeze
Albert Lea, 507-373-2316, bigfreeze.org
February 11
Sleigh & Cutter Festival
Waseca, 507-835-3260,
sleighandcutterfestival.org
June 2 & 3
Smokin’ in Steele BBQ & Blues Festival
Owatonna, smokininsteele.com
July 1-4
4th of July Celebration
Elysian, 507-267-4708, elysianmn.com
July 7 & 8
Giant Days
Blue Earth, 507-526-2916,
blueearthchamber.com
July 28-30
Kolacky Days
Montgomery, 507-953-0094,
montgomerymn.org

Featuring a Large Variety of
Artisan Cheeses, Bistro with Beer,
Wine & Gourmet Food in
Downtown Faribault
318 Central Ave., Faribault
507-334-3988 · cheesecave.net

August 6 & 7
Cedar Creek Open,
A-Tier Disc Golf Tournament
Fairmont, 612-850-8795,
cedarcreekdiscgolf.com
August 12
Blue Collar BBQ & Arts Festival
Faribault, 507-332-7372,
paradisecenterforthearts.org
August 15-20
Steele County Free Fair
Owatonna, 800-423-6466, scff.org
August 26 & 27
Austin ArtWorks Festival
Austin, 507-434-0934, austinareaarts.org
September 6-10
Defeat of Jesse James Days
Northfield, djjd.org
October 7 & 8
Big Island Rendezvous and Festival
Albert Lea, 507-373-3938,
bigislandfestivalandbbq.org
November 17-18
Hormel Historic Home
Holiday Open House
Austin, 507-433-4243,
hormelhistorichome.org
December 14
Winter Walk
Northfield, 800-658-2548,
visitingnorthfield.com
For a full events calendar visit
exploresouthernminnesota.com
2017 | e x p lo r e s o u t h e r n m i n n e s o ta . c o m
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> continued from page 24 >

Blazing Star State Trail, a 6-mile paved
biking and hiking trail that leads east to
Myre-Big Island State Park. The trail has
undergone a sizeable expansion, extending
the picturesque route 14 miles further east
to Austin.
Austin is also the home of Jay C.
Hormel Nature Center, a 500-acre
preserve open year-round that features
remnant prairie, hardwood forest and
wetlands. There you will find the Sola
Fide solar system observatory and a new
Interpretive Center opened in 2017.
For more year-round adventures, visit
Nerstrand Big Woods State Park in the
northeast part of the region. With
blooming spring wildflowers, gorgeous fall
foliage, and over 10 miles of trails fit for
summer hiking and winter snowmobiling,
the park has something to offer during
every season. Located in Nerstrand, it is
one of the last large-scale expanses of what
French explorers deemed the “Big Woods”
region of Minnesota and Wisconsin.
Get out of the woods and into the water
in nearby Dundas, where you can make a
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pit stop at The Gear ReSource Outfitters
before you cast away on a day of paddling.
The outfitter is conveniently situated on
the banks of the Cannon River, a prime
spot for kayaking, stand-up paddle
boarding and canoeing. You can rent
equipment for these activities, as well as
snowshoes in the winter.
A short jaunt west in Le Center is
Traxler’s Hunting Preserve, which
operates August through April for
pheasant hunting season—a favorite
Minnesota pastime. Hunker down in one
of their furnished lodges, grab dinner at
the on-site restaurant and make a
weekend of it.

EAT, SHOP, PLAY

The perfect vacation is rounded out by
memorable dining, shopping and
entertainment, and this region makes it
happen. Explore small-town eateries,
downtown boutiques, and breweries and
wineries throughout.
For waterside dining in the Southern
Lakes region, tie up your boat alongside

| 2017

Channel Inn in Fairmont for their
signature Channel Burger—topped with
a fried egg—and a side of onion rings. The
restaurant overlooks the channel that
connects Budd Lake and Hall Lake, part
of a chain of five lakes that are teeming
with boaters during the summer.
North on Highway 169 is Amboy
Cottage Cafe, your ticket to homecooked
meals. From fresh bread and breakfast
pastries to regional meat and potato
dishes, you better come hungry.
If you’re in the mood for a drink, your
chance for a glass of Minnesota wine is at
the new tasting room of Three Oak
Vineyards and Winery in Albert Lea.
While you’re in town, take in a
performance at the Marion Ross
Performing Arts Center as it celebrates
more than 50 seasons of community
theatre.
A trip further east to Austin requires a
stop at The Tendermaid, a no-frills
sandwich shop famous for loose meat
hamburgers and classic shakes. For
upscale ambiance and a tender prime rib,

GIANT
ATTRACTIONS

Find a GIANT variety of Shopping, Foods, Museums,
Trails, Parks, Lodging, Camping, Fuel & Fun Events

VISIT the 60 Foot Tall
Green Giant Statue at
Giant Park for Free
All Day, Everyday!

p h o t o D i s c o v e r A u s t i n , M i n n e s o ta

artworks festival, austin

make a reservation at The Old Mill
overlooking Austin’s Ramsey Dam.
For a true farm-to-table dinner—or
farm-to-picnic-blanket, rather—pack up
and head to Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm
near Waseca. Bring your own utensils
and drinks and leave the cooking to them.
Not far is downtown Owatonna where
you can shop for consigned home goods
at The Rustique, followed by a taste of El
Salvador at La Pupuseria La Paz.
For more shopping and dining that is
uniquely Minnesotan, visit the
Riverwalk Market Fair in Northfield
every Saturday between June and
October. Dozens of vendors sell local
produce and hand-crafted gifts alongside
talented area musicians. While in
Northfield, also check out The Contented
Cow for British pub fare and the chance
to see live music on one of the
restaurant’s three stages.
Wash down your Southern Lakes
adventure with a cold brew at the new
F-Town Brewing Co. in Faribault. Sample
from 12 rotating tap beers, then be sure to
visit The Cheese Cave where you can
purchase 40 different artisan cheeses—
including AmaBlu, America’s only caveaged blue cheese made right in Faribault.
Built in 1901, the Fairmont Opera
House is an icon of the town’s history.
Since its preservation in the early ’80s,
the venue has continued hosting live
performances year-round. Another
classic space is the Paramount Theatre
in Austin, which has served many
purposes since opening in 1929, including
a movie theater, disco bar and a comedy
club. The 620-seat theater was renovated
in the early 2000s and now serves a
bustling performing arts community.  

JOIN Us During
“GIANT DAYS”
2nd Weekend in July!
Calendar
of Events
Online

507-526-2916
BlueEarthChamber.com

Plan Your
Escape
Where will your next
Minnesota Journey
take you?
mnmo.com/journeys

Meaningful
conversations.
MeMorable
experiences.
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PRAIRIE LAND
white

A colorful past in southwestern Minnesota

rock county veterans memorial, luverne

This region is characterized by
rolling acres of remnant prairie
grasses and flowers, peaceful
wildlife, and small towns with
big character.
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RICH IN HISTORY

Minnesota’s Prairie Land is home to
attractions that bring history textbooks
to life. Old-time replica villages,
museums, preserved homes, sacred
Native American art and more portray
the area’s abundant history.
An 1860s civilian-built fort stands
among wild prairie grasses in Jackson,
where settlers erected Fort Belmont. It
preserves settler history with replica
buildings, a stockade, museum and the
rebuilt 1902 Delafield Church. The fort
also includes a 40-foot tower overlooking
the Des Moines River Valley.
For a unique collection that preserves
the past, head west to Spomer Classics
in Worthington. You could spend hours

| 2017

perusing its enormous classic car and
memorabilia collection, from mint
condition Corvettes to vintage Coca-Cola
machines.
In the southwest town of Luverne is
the Hinkly House, which was built out of
Sioux quartzite in 1892 by one of the town’s
founding families. The Victorian-era
home, which was the first in town to have
a telephone, has been completely restored
and features a tunnel to the backyard
where the family stored dynamite used in
their quarrying operation.
Also in Luverne is the brand new Rock
County History Center, an 11,000-squarefoot space where you can find the
Midwest’s largest nutcracker collection
on permanent display. You will also find

photo Jim Brandenburg
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PRAIRIE LAND

Jeffers Petroglyphs
Interpret a story more than 7,000 years
old by viewing Native American
carvings of humans, buffalo, turtles
and more at this preserved historical
site near Comfrey.
9/11 Memorial Park
Pay homage to those lost in this
significant event by visiting Marshall’s
memorial, which includes a beam from
the rubble of the World Trade Center.
AGCO Intivity Center
In Jackson, dive deep into the history
of AGCO’s famous agriculture
machinery. This is the company’s first
North American visitor center.
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery
Tour over 20 acres of vineyards and sip
a variety of wines at this favorite
Minnesota winery.

the Rock County Veterans Memorial in
Luverne, a tribute to all service men and
women from the area. The memorial
includes a life-size bronze statue named
“Poppie,” an 18-foot obelisk and five
benches for reflection.
Head to Mountain Lake’s Heritage
Village, which recalls life for RussianMennonite and German-Lutheran
immigrants who found their new homes
in the town. The village is also home to
the Minnesota Hall of Fame Telephone
Museum, which offers a look at the
progress of the telegraph and phone
industry.
Step further into the ancient story
of southwestern Minnesota at Jeffers
Petroglyphs in Comfrey. Two natural
trails wind through the 160-acre historic
site where ancient, sacred Native
American carvings have been discovered.
The prairie trails take you past blooming
wildflowers and tall prairie grasses,
collectively winding for 1 mile.
Pioneer life in this region is
synonymous with Laura Ingalls
Wilder’s childhood in Walnut Grove and
her famous book series “Little House
on the Prairie.” The Sod House on the
Prairie in Sanborn re-creates life during
these pioneer days, showing visitors
what it was like for Wilder growing up on

Laura ingalls wilder museum, walnut grove

the prairie of southwestern Minnesota.
Not far from there is the End-O-Line
Railroad Park in Currie, where visitors
can explore regional railroad history and
tour Murray County’s first general store
and first school, as well as a replica of the
county’s first courthouse. Check out the
model train display and take a ride on the
manually operated turntable that once
turned train cars around, a local treasure
on the National Register of Historic Places.
One of the region’s most recent
historical additions is the 9/11 Memorial
Park in Marshall. Commemorated in
2011, the park features a World Trade
Center beam that the Marshall Fire
Department acquired following the
pivotal day in recent American history.
It serves as a healing memorial for local
citizens and visitors alike.

Windom State Theater
Take in a movie at Minnesota’s
oldest theater and learn about
its 113-year history.

spomer classics, worthington
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OUTDOOR EXPLORATION
Explore Touch white
the Sky Prairie near
Luverne, the 1,000 acres of southwestern
Minnesota that helped give the Prairie
Land its name. As part of the Northern
Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife
Refuge, this region preserves a stunning
ecosystem of wildlife, plants and insects.
Come fall, this land is ideal for a variety
of hunting experiences.
And whether the sun is shining in the
heat of summer or you’re pulling on a
pair of boots in the middle of winter, the
year-round, 13-mile hiking trail in nearby
Blue Mounds State Park has plenty
of enthralling sights. Climb 100-foot
quartzite cliffs, watch a herd of bison
graze on the tall grasses of the prairie,
and observe birds taking a respite in the
calm environment.
History and nature collide at Pipestone
National Monument. The 300-acre
monument in Pipestone was created to
provide access to red pipestone quarries
for Native Americans who use the
material to build sacred pipes. In addition

to learning about
the cultural and
natural history of
the monument,
you can explore
the tall grasses
of the prairie,
see rock layers
and formations,
and hike to
Winnewissa Falls.
Wind through
a variety of
landscapes in Lake
Shetek State Park,
located north
of Currie. The
opportunities to
get outside and
be active extend
for miles with the
park’s hiking trails and paved biking trails.
The Casey Jones/Currie Loop State Trail
is a 6-mile loop that connects Currie to
the park, and runs through historic sites,
views of lakes and restored prairie land.

end-o-line railroad park, Currie

On the east side of the region, a thick
forest of oak stands in the midst of
Minnesota’s prairie lands, sheltering
the trails and Des Moines River that
run through Kilen Woods State Park.
Located near
> continued on page 32 >

Vacation To-Do List:
8
8
8

Pack suitcase
Food & fuel
Map of Minnesota
Things to do?

Worthington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-279-2919 • 507-372-2919
www.worthingtonmnchamber.com
wcofc@worthingtonmnchamber.com

Hint: Worthington, MN is the
perfect stop at the intersection
of I-90 and Highways 59 & 60.
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January 20 & 21
Winterfest
Worthington, 800-279-2919,
worthingtonmnchamber.com
May 27
Spomer Classics Car Show-N-Shine
Worthington, 507-376-9557,
spomerclassics.com

SHOP. STAY. DINE. PLAY.

PIPESTONE
PipestoneMinnesota.com • 1.800.336.6125

American Indian Culture • Arts • Ghost Walks • Historic District

June 9-11
Windsurfing Regatta and Music Festival
Worthington, 507-372-2919,
worthingtonwindsurfing.com

Photo by Mark Thode

June 17-20
Mountain Lake Pow Wow
Mountain Lake, 507-427-2999,
mountainlakemn.com
June 22-24
Water Tower Festival
Pipestone, 507-825-3316,
pipestoneminnesota.com
June 23-26
Riverside Days
Springfield, 507-723-3508,
springfieldmnchamber.org/riverside-days
July Weekends
Wilder Pageant
Walnut Grove, 507-859-2174,
walnutgrove.org/pageant
July 8 & 9
Murray County Classic
Draft Horse Show
Slayton, 507-227-7845,
mcdrafthorseshow.com
August 18-19
Sounds of Summer
Marshall, marshallsoundsofsummer.com

welcomes you to Jackson

September 8 & 9
Autumn Boutique
Slayton, 507-836-8534,
slayton.govoffice.com

At the Junction of
US Highway 71
& Interstate 90

October 6-8
Meander Upper Minnesota
River Art Crawl
Various communities, 866-866-5432,
artsmeander.com

8+ MILES OF PAVED TRAILS

October 13 & 14
Pipestone Paranormal Weekend
Pipestone, 507-825-3316,
pipestoneminnesota.com
October 18
Smoke Fest
Marshall, smsumustangs.com
December 9 & 10
Nativity Pageant
Springfield, 507-723-3500, springfieldmn.org

11 COMMUNITY PARKS
HOME OF AGCO INTIVITY CENTER

Contact us today!

114 3rd Street, Suite B | Jackson, MN 56143
507-847-3867 | chamber@jacksonmn.com
www.jacksonmn.com | www.targetjackson.com

HISTORIC FORT BELMONT &
THE JACKSON MOTORPLEX

3 GOLF COURSES IN THE COUNTY

MULTIPLE COMMUNITY EVENTS

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

For a full events calendar visit
exploresouthernminnesota.com
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Windom, the park
boasts 5 miles of quiet
hiking trails that meander through hilly
terrain and past flocks of wildflowers.
If you would rather see the region on
two wheels, miles of paved biking trails
run throughout the town of Tracy, taking
you past city parks, shops and restaurants.
Marshall’s paved bike trails are even more
extensive, covering nearly 15 miles of
ground all the way to Camden State Park,
a 2,000-acre nature reserve in the heart of
the Redwood River Valley near Lynd.
While much of the region comprises
tallgrass prairies and hiking and biking
trails, it has plenty of opportunities to
get out on the water—we are the Land
of 10,000 Lakes after all. For instance,
Lake Benton boasts an impressive 18
miles of shoreline, allowing countless
opportunities to get on the water. Boat,
fish and swim from public access points,
or rent a private cabin for a weekend
stay. Visitors can also check out nearby
ATV and snowmobile trails, parks, golf
courses and more.
> continued from page 30 >

winneswissa falls, pipestone

Jump into
some fun!

Murray County

Minnesota

www.murray-countymn.com
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EAT, SHOP, PLAY

From boutiques and breweries to diners
and drive-ins, check out these dining,
shopping and entertainment hotspots in
Minnesota’s Prairie Land.
Stop in Marshall for one-of-a-kind
shopping at Coco Avenue, the town’s
vintage Bohemian boutique. The store
is a hit among fashionistas, amateur
designers and window shoppers alike.
While in Marshall, pay a visit to Brau
Brothers Brewing Co. where you can get
a pint or two of truly local beer—they
grow 11 different hops themselves. You
can also get a top-notch meal there seven
days a week.
Slayton is home to the famous Left
Bank Coffee and Cafe, where fresh,
hand-roasted coffee is their specialty.
They choose and roast a variety of beans
from around the world to conjure up
unique natural flavors to pair with new
creations of locally sourced soups and
sandwiches.
More delicious, local meals are
easy to find at Bergen Bar and Grill
outside of Windom, where they serve
up mouthwatering steaks and burgers
made with meat from the processing
plant across the street. Or try Lakeside
Hideaway in Currie, a restaurant
that sources ingredients from its own
expansive garden.
If you find yourself in St. James, head
to the downtown district for a peek at
the historic St. James Opera House.
While you won’t catch a performance
there, you can sit down for a sandwich
and homemade pastry at Encore Coffee
Cafe, located within the restored
building.
And for an evening of entertainment
on the west side of the region, the
Pipestone Performing Arts Center is an
intimate 280-seat theater in the heart of
Pipestone’s historic district.
A short drive north, you can also
visit Lake Benton Opera House, which
thanks to local citizens was saved from
demolition in the 1970s and will celebrate
its 122nd anniversary this year. The
community theater company puts on
a variety of shows year-round in this
historic performance space.
Otherwise, pull up to Verne Drivein Theatre in Luverne, one of the 338
remaining drive-in movie theaters still
standing in the United States.  

Walnut Grove, Minnesota
Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant

July 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, 2017
Outdoor drama for the whole family, based on the
life of Laura Ingalls in Walnut Grove.

Call 888-859-3102 for tickets

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum
& Information Center
330 8th Street • Walnut Grove, MN • (888) 528-7298 • (507) 859-2358
lauramuseum@walnutgrove.org

• Dugout
• Veterans Display
• Chapel
• Heritage Lane
• Little Red Schoolhouse • Gift Store
• Several Hands-on Areas for Children • Grandma’s House
• 1890’s Depot
• Walnut Grove Jail Cells • Early Settler’s Home
Hours: June, July, August – Daily 10-6; May & september – Mon.-sat. 10 -5; sun. Noon-5
April & october – Mon.-sat. 10-4; sun. Noon-4
Museum Buildings Closed Nov. 1 – March 31; Limited Gift store Hours November thru March. Please call ahead.
Admission charged. The Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum is a non-profit organization working to preserve the history of Laura Ingalls Wilder and the community of Walnut Grove.

www.walnutgrove.org

Railroad Days
Freeze Your
Caboose Off
4 Mile Run & Walk
Feb. 12th, 2017

June 20th-25th, 2017
Rail Run & Walk June
22nd, 2017

Watonwan
County Fair
July 20th-23rd, 2017

Gandy Dancer Parade
June 24th, 2017

Check out our online Community Calendar!

StJamesChamberOfCommerce.com
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Historic
highlights

Minnesota River Valley
1 Big Stone County Museum – Ortonville
Begin your journey at this historic museum on
the border of Minnesota and South Dakota. See
treasures from years gone by and learn about the
creation of the Minnesota River Valley.

Through the Region

2 Fagen Fighters WWII Museum –
Granite Falls
Hop on the Minnesota River Valley National Scenic
Byway and travel southeast along the picturesque
route. Step inside this historic museum and see
authentic aircrafts and vehicles used during WWII.

prairie land

3 lower Sioux Agency – morton
Continue southeast along the byway to this site that
marks the start of the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862.
The history center and exhibit reveal stories of the
Dakota people before, during and after the conflict.

1 Jeffers Petroglyphs – Comfrey
Embark on your Prairie Land adventures by
viewing more than 5,000 ancient Native 10
American
carvings amongst a beautiful backdrop.

4	Hermann Monument – New Ulm
Continue south along the byway and stop at this
statue that stands atop a pedestal overlooking the
town, celebrating New Ulm’s rich German heritage.

2 laura ingalls wilder museum –
walnut grove
A short drive west, experience life as if you were
part of “Little House on the Prairie” and view
items including a quilt owned by the author herself and scale models of the TV series home.

5	Traverse des Sioux – St. Peter
Head east to the site where members of the Dakota Nation ceded parts of current-day Minnesota
to the U.S. government. The government’s failure
to hold up its end of the bargain led to rising tensions and, ultimately, the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862.

Big Stone
Lake S. P.

1

Ortonville

Monson Lake S. P.

Appleton
Odessa

Benson
Minnesota River Valley National
Scenic Byway

Milan

75

Dawson

4 Pipestone National Monument –
Pipestone
Less than an hour west along Highway 30 is
this stunning monument that preserves sacred
ground still used to quarry red pipestone for
Native American pipemaking.

12
40

Madison

212

3	End-O-Line Railroad Park – Currie
Travel 20 miles south to learn about local railroad
history, experience life in a one-room schoolhouse
and peruse Murray County’s first general store.

Montevideo

Lac qui
Parle S. P.

59
Canby

2
King of Trails
Historic Highway

71

Granite Falls
Olivia

Upper Sioux
Agency S. P.

Belview
Hendricks

Morton

Redwood Falls

Marshall
Camden S. P.

14

Edgerton
Split Rock
Creek S. P.

2
Walnut Grove Sanborn

Slayton
30

Currie 3

Minnesota Valley
State Rec. Area

Springfield
1
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Mad
Elysian

Minneopa S. P.

60

Worthington

Le

1

30

Windom
Blue Mounds S. P.

34

Henderson

14

59

75

Luverne

1

Franklin

71

Lake Benton

Pipestone

212

Fort Ridgely S. P.

Lake Shetek S. P.

4

3
Morgan

Lynd

Tracy
Pipestone
Nat. Mon.

5	pioneer village – worthington
12
Drive south along the King of Trails Highway,
then east on I-90 to this replica community that
pays homage to early settlers. Tour several dozen
turn-of-the-century buildings, including a schoolhouse, gas station, blacksmith shop and more.

Round Lake

Jackson

Fairmont

169

Blue Earth
16

protect the logo from
ents.
southern lakes
1 W.W. Mayo House – Le Sueur
Tour the former home of Mayo Clinic’s founders;
those of the Green Giant Co. also resided here
once upon a time. The house is open for tours
with costumed guides who have innumerable
stories to tell.
2	Northfield Historical Society –
Northfield
Head east for about an hour to a town whose
claim to fame is the site of a shoot-out with outlaw Jesse James. See artifacts from the raid and
the very bank that the James-Younger Gang attempted to rob. You can also tour the Outlaw Trail
that led the infamous gang to and from the town.

d whenever it can be legibly
below the SMTA logo, and not

MISSISSIPPI RIVER VALLEY
& HISTORIC BLUFF COUNTRY
1	red wing shoe co. museum – red wing
Discover the iconic shoe brand’s humble roots
through hands-on exhibits, a virtual factory tour
and the world’s largest boot at over 20 feet tall.

3 Minnesota State Public School
Orphanage Museum – Owatonna
Travel south along I-35 to this unique museum
that preserves the history of more than 10,000
orphaned and abandoned children between 1886
and 1945. Take a self-guided tour or schedule a
group tour of the institution.

2	watkins heritage museum – winona
Take a scenic drive south down the Great River
Road (US-61) to the home of longtime natural
bath and body brand J.R. Watkins. See displays
of original products and advertisements and take
home soaps, lotions, spices and more.

4	farmamerica – waseca
Less than 30 minutes west is this enormous
interpretive center dedicated to Minnesota’s rich
agricultural history, an educational experience for
both children and adults.

denoted by the ™ symbol. At
d, in which case an ® will replace

3	Amish Tours – harmony & Lanesboro
A visit to this region isn’t complete without experiencing Amish culture. You may notice horsedrawn buggies if you travel south along Highway
52. Learn more with Bluffscape Amish Tours or
R&M Amish Tours.

5 fairmont opera house – fairmont
Head south on Highway 169 and west on I-90 to
catch a concert or theater performance at
10
Minnesota’s oldest opera house. The venue is
worth a visit even if you can’t stay for a show.

For more historical
attractions & trip ideas, visit
ExploreSouthernMinnesota.com

0.5 in/36.24 px

4	Historic Forestville – Preston
Located 20 minutes west of Preston within Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park, this replica 1800s
settlement takes you to a different era where you
can experience frontier life firsthand.

0.75 in/ 27 px

ark symbol as long as the symbol
an 0.75Minneapolis
inches (27 pixels), use the

5 Mayowood Mansion – Rochester
Head north and tour this mansion just three
minutes from Rochester’s downtown district.
Three generations of the Mayo family resided at
the estate, so you can learn all about the founders
and original doctors of the Mayo Clinic.

St. Paul

61

Stop at an official Explore
Minnesota Welcome
Center for additional
travel information.
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Attractions & Museums
Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota • Play,
explore and learn! Enjoy nature, science, art and local
culture. Fun for all ages. 224 Lamm St., Mankato,
507-386-0279, cmsouthernmn.org
fagen fighters wwii museum • A collection of
operational warbirds, vehicles and exhibits featuring the
heroes of World War II. 2450 South St., Granite Falls,
320-564-6644, fagenfighterswwiimuseum.org

Chambers & CVBs
New Ulm CVB • See how Germans Have More Fun!
Home to Schell’s Brewery, “Hermann the German” and
much more! 1 N. Minnesota St., New Ulm, 888-463-9856,
newulm.com
Redwood Area Chamber & Tourism • Shopping, history, golf, entertainment, wineries and Minnesota’s largest municipal park—two waterfalls, trails and zoo. 200 S.
Mill St., Redwood Falls, 507-637-2828, redwoodfalls.org
Renville County EDA • Providing economic resources
to residents, communities and businesses. 105 South Fifth
St. Suite 318, 320-523-3656, renville.com
Sleepy Eye Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB •
Come for the fun and stay for the memories. Enjoy fishing, Buttered Corn Days, our water park, antiques and
more. 115 Second Ave. N.E., Sleepy Eye, 507-794-4731,
sleepyeyechamber.com
springfield area chamber of commerce • We have
a lot to share—parks, golf course, campground, disc golf,
pool, trails and shopping. P.O. Box 134, Springfield,
507-723-3508, springfieldmnchamber.org
visit mankato • A popular regional center for arts,
entertainment, shopping and nightlife, and a haven for
outdoor enthusiasts. 507-385-6660,
visitgreatermankato.com
Western Minnesota Prairie Waters • Explore the
prairies, canoe routes, ethnic and cultural heritage, festivals and recreational opportunities. 323 W. Schlieman
Ave., Appleton, 866-866-5432, prairiewaters.com

Entertainment
Jackpot Junction Casino & Hotel • Minnesota’s
first and friendliest casino, with 440,000 square feet
of gaming action, AAA three diamond-rated hotel, full
service bars, 6 food outlets and live entertainment. 39375
County Highway 24, Morton, 1-800-WINCASH(946-2274),
jackpotjunction.com
Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort • Prairie’s Edge Casino
Resort is southwest Minnesota’s home for gaming,
dining, lodging, conventions and entertainment. 5616
Prairies Edge Lane, Granite Falls, 1-866-293-2121,
prairiesedgecasino.com

wineries & vineyards
Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery • You have
found the perfect one; now all you need is the perfect
destination! Surrounded by forest, streams and beautiful vineyards, Chankaska Winery is perfect for your
special day! 1179 E. Pearl St., Kasota, 507-931-0089,
ChankaskaWines.com

Mississippi River Valley
& Historic Bluff Country
accommodations
st. james hotel • You’ll find it all under one roof. Fabulous
restaurants, intimate lounge, luxurious rooms and shops.
406 Main St., Red Wing, 651-388-2846, st-james-hotel.com
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Bluffscape Amish Tours • Enjoy a fun, educational
three-hour tour of Amish culture visiting their farms and
shops. 102 Beacon St. E., Lanesboro, 507-467-3070,
bluffscape.com
national eagle center • Home to rescued bald and
golden eagles, offering daily programs, interactive exhibits and wild eagle viewing. 50 Pembroke Ave., Wabasha,
651-565-4989, nationaleaglecenter.org
root river trail towns • Enjoy beautiful bluff
country and the hospitality of the nine Root River Trail
Towns. 100 Milwaukee Road, Lanesboro, 1-877-886-2469,
rootrivertrail.org
Spring Grove Family Swim Center • Zero depth entry,
splash and play, flumes and drop slide! Private parties,
aerobics and lessons available. 600 Maple Drive, Spring
Grove, 507-498-SWIM, springgrovemn.com

Chambers & CVBs
lake city area tourism bureau • Promoting beautiful
Lake City, Minnesota, nestled along the banks of Lake
Pepin and the Mississippi River as a premier tourist
destination. 877-525-3248, LakeCityMN.org
Red Wing Visitor & Convention Bureau • Red Wing is
a charming river town, and a great destination for natural
beauty, recreation, art and history. 420 Levee St., Red
Wing, 651-385-5934, redwing.org
Visit Winona • Be dazzled by a world-renowned art
museum, indulge in foodie bliss, and be wowed by an arts
and music scene that has put Winona on the national
theater and music festival stage. 160 Johnson St., Winona,
507-452-0735, visitwinona.com
Zumbrota, MN • Visit Zumbrota for its Historic Main
Street and Covered Bridge, arts, entertainment, culture,
dining, shopping and recreation. 175 West Ave., Zumbrota,
507-732-7318, zumbrotacoveredbridge.com

entertainment
treasure island resort & casino • Located on the
Mississippi River, visit Southern Minnesota’s premier
gaming and resort destination. It’s Island time! 800-2227077, ticasino.com

Southern Lakes
Attractions & Museums
The Cheese Cave • The Cheese Cave, a Gourmet Destination. A large variety of Artisan Cheeses, Bistro with Beer,
Wine and Gourmet Food. 318 Central Ave., Faribault,
507-334-3988, cheesecave.com

Chambers & CVBs
Albert Lea Convention & Visitors Bureau • Albert
Lea offers breathtaking beauty nestled between two
scenic lakes with unique attractions and shopping. 102
W. Clark St., Albert Lea, 507-373-2316 / 800-345-8414,
Albertleatourism.org
Austin CVB • Discover Austin, Minn. History, arts, nature,
lodging, biking, eating, water activities, SPAM Museum,
sports and more-Austin has it ALL! 301 N. Main St. Suite
101, Austin, 507-437-4563, austinmn.com
blooming prairie Area Chamber of Commerce •
150th Birthday of Blooming Prairie July 2, 2017. Old Fashioned 4th of July Celebration July 3-4, 2017.
138 Highway 218, Blooming Prairie, bloomingprairie.com
blue earth chamber of commerce • Come see our
55-foot Jolly Green Giant Statue. 113 S. Nicollet St., Blue
Earth, 507-526-2916, blueearthchamber.com
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Discover Waseca Tourism • Come to Waseca and enjoy
our events and attractions. 508 S. State St., Waseca,
507-833-9281, discoverwaseca.com
Fairmont Convention and Visitors Bureau • Enjoy
the history, arts and entertainment, outdoor recreation,
fishing, hunting and scenic views that Fairmont, the City
of Lakes, has to offer! 323 E. Blue Earth Ave., Fairmont,
507-235-8585, visitfairmontmn.com
Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce
and Tourism• Unique museums, architectural marvels,
artisan stores, beautiful parks and trails, one hour south
of metro. 320 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna, 800-423-6466,
visitowatonna.org
Visit Faribault • Faribault (fair.uh.boh). French noun
1852. Translates as great people, incredible fun. 530 Wilson
Ave., Faribault, 507-334-4381, visitfaribault.com
visit northfield • Northfield, Minn. is located along
the shores of the Cannon River, just south of Minneapolis
and St. Paul, and northwest of Rochester. 205 Third St. W.
Suite B, Northfield, 507-645-5604, visitnorthfield.org

Prairie Land
Attractions & Museums
end-o-line railroad park and museum • Historic
structures, hand-operated turntable on National Register
of Historic Places, two steam engines and cabooses.
Located in Currie. 507-763-3708, endoline.com
Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum • Seven buildings
share history of early pioneers to Walnut Grove. Handson exhibits throughout museum. 330 Eighth St., Walnut
Grove, 800-528-7280, walnutgrove.org

Chambers & CVBs
Jackson Area Chamber of Commerce/CVB • Located
on I-90 and home to the Jackson Motorplex, AGCO
Intivity Center and Fort Belmont. 114 Third St. Suite B,
Jackson, 507-847-3867, jacksonmn.com
Luverne Area Chamber & CVB • Country living meets
modern amenities in a charming city where culture is
easy to find. 213 E. Luverne St., Luverne, 888 283-4061,
LuverneChamber.com
Madelia Area CVB • Experience the four seasons in
Madelia. Shopping, dining, events, recreation. 127 W. Main
St., Madelia, 888-941-7283, visitmadelia.com
murray county • Check out the FUN opportunities in
Murray County located in SW Minnesota. 507-836-1147,
murray-countymn.com
Pipestone Area Chamber of Commerce
& Visitors Bureau • Home of Pipestone National Monument and Quarries, historic downtown, summer ghost
walks, museum and performing arts. 117 Eighth Ave. S.E.,
Pipestone, 507-825-3316, pipestoneminnesota.com
st. james area chamber of commerce • St. James
Area Chamber & CVB markets our community’s Tourism,
Festivals and Celebrations year round. 507-375-3333,
stjameschamberofcommerce.com
visit marshall • Marshall is proud home of Southwest
Minnesota State University, The Red Baron Arena & Expo,
and many miles of trails and bike paths. 118 W. College
Drive, Marshall, 507-537-1865, visitmarshallmn.com
Worthington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau •
Worthington, Minnesota is the perfect stop at the intersection of I-90 and highways 59 and 60. 1121 Third Ave.,
Worthington, worthingtonmnchamber.com

ISLAND
Every night’s a good night when you live it up at The Island. From the heart-pounding excitement and thrilling
entertainment to the relaxing accommodations, you’re sure to find exactly what you crave. Escape to Treasure Island today.
© 2017 Treasure Island Resort & Casino
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Fuel up and set the cruise for a road trip
like no other to Luverne, Minnesota.
In this charming community you can discover
acres of natural beauty, take a step back into
the past and enjoy sophisticated eateries,
world-class art, and the always-charming
shops on Main.
Visitors come from miles around to see our
popular attractions.
• Blue Mounds State Park
• Touch the Sky Prairie
• Brandenburg Gallery
• Historic Palace Theatre
• History Center
• Herreid Military Museum
• Hinkly House
In Luverne, you’ll get a hearty welcome from
the locals, enjoy a taste of Midwest hospitality,
and experience an unforgettable sunset over
the Northern Tallgrass Prairie.

Get your keys and hit the road.
Your adventure is waiting.

LuverneChamber.com • 507.283.4061 • 888.283.4061

