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A little background of the chamber. The Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce Board first approved its
bylaws in 1979 and filed for a tax exempt status in 1980. The chamber is not government. Instead the
chamber is a nonprofit 501(c)6 a status especially created for chambers and business leagues. The County
passed a Motel Room Tax Ordinance which launched in July of 1994. From this time on the Chamber received 50% of the tax to advance small business and tourism. This was 25 years ago.
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Before the motel tax the chamber operated on revenue from membership dues, contributions, and grants.
In the early years the Board of Directors worked on projects such as: Wallowa Lake Water and Sewage
services, some tourism, legislative advocacy, giving a voice to fight the Hells Canyon National Recreation
Area land taking, and the battle against the timber industry demise. There were many accomplishments by
the chamber and all were achieved by a collective group of volunteers energized to promote tourism, business and economic development in Wallowa County.
It is amazing to look back at the long list of community leaders that brought us to this day. I especially recall
the commitment given by the first chamber manager—Mr. Gerald Perren. In 2004 at the Citizen Awards
Banquet, Commissioner Ben Boswell gave a special award to Mr. Perren recognizing his many achievements and services and he also received the Unsung Hero in 1993.
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The Chamber has been the host of the Citizens Awards Banquet for 35 years plus. We have seen 181 local
residents be recognized for their outstanding service to the people of Wallowa County. Throughout the
years, the chamber has held legislative conferences, candidate forums, and legislative town hall meetings.
Approximately 10 years ago, the chamber launched a buy local campaign called Buckskin Bucks This program has averaged an annual spending of $35,000 in local businesses. The Chamber is thankful for the
many partners participating in the Buy Local Program.
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The Chamber reaches a milestone as it approaches 40 years. A milestone is a significant event or time in
life and is often followed by reflecting on where one has come from and where one is going.
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Times have changed over the years. We are now in an era of computers, cell phones, Internet, etc.
The Chamber still markets Wallowa County in a few hard print publications and we will continue to address
inquiries over the phone, but we are fully moving into social media and partnering with Travel Oregon and
Eastern Oregon Visitor Association. Radio will remain our main media for festivals and events. Hard print
advertising has become too expensive and there are less people getting their information from publications.
We love to attend expos, tradeshows, and the Oregon State Fair. If you want to know what Oregonians and
other visitors say about Wallowa County work the booth at the Oregon Fair. They are more than happy to
tell you about their adventures and how much they love the Wallowas.
In the next few months there will be a series of writings covering the various angles of the work performed
by the Chamber. The purpose will be to bring about an understanding of the Chamber’s mission & contributions to the local economy. We thank our past and present members for supporting the Chamber.

Wallowa County Chamber
Legislative Conference Calls, 7:00 am,
Stay Current on 2019 Legislative Updates
Here is a great opportunity to stay informed and ask questions of our legislators.
All conference calls will be held at the Wallowa County OSU Extension Office, 668 NW First Street in Enterprise
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month until the session is over for the year. All meetings start at 7:00 am and
will be 45 minute sessions.
The calls are by Polycom so everyone will be live on camera with our legislators. John Williams said, “It’s as good
as it gets without actually being in the same room. Please join us!”
Yes, everyone is invited. We do ask for an RSVP to the chamber (541) 426-4622 to make sure everyone has an
opportunity to present their questions and concerns.

Representative Greg Barreto
District 058
900 Court Street NE, H-384
Salem, OR 97301
503 986-1458
Rep.GregBarreto@state.or.us

2nd & 4th Tuesday mornings
Starts 7 am, 45 minute sessions,

Wallowa County OSU Extension
Office, 668 NW First Street
Enterprise, Oregon

Senator Bill Hansell
District 029
900 Court Street NE, S-423
Salem, OR 97301
503 986-1729
Sen.BillHansell@state.or.us

Chamber Website - More Information to be included on Membership Pages
The Chamber is notifying members about the new opportunity to include more business information on your membership pages, for
example: more text describing your business or organization, images of your business, and logos. We can now include 1600 characters in the business description and 10 images showcasing your business. Diane Knox at the chamber can assist you with this information. If you have not visited your page on our website in a while please do so. Make sure all of your information is correct. You may
want to update your description on the website and make sure you are happy with how it describes your business.

Contact Diane Knox, 541 426-4622 or email info@wallowacounty.org

New! Why do Visitors
Come to Wallowa County
Wallowa Lake
Wallowa Lake Tramway
Joseph, Arts & Galleries
Hells Canyon & Over Looks
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
Wallowa Mountains
Wallowa Valley & View Points
WC Events
Fishing, Hunting, Outdoor Rec.
Visit Family & Friends
Family reunions, wedding, etc.
Barn Tour
Other, Geocache
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Chamber Visitor Report for March
Information Contacts

March 2019

February 2019 Year to date

March 2018

Walk-ins: Visitors/Business

92

69

292

136

Information & Relocation
Packets Mailed Out

22

45

89

40

Phone Calls, Website
Requests & Emails

292

271

869

312

Total Contacts

406

385

1250

488

Website Visits

5300

4780

15,201

7659

Membership Referrals

631

689

1780

1,019
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ThatOneAdv entur eCoup l e
Adventure+TravelLifestyle+Bloggers&Phototgraphers
ABOUT Alex+KatieGensitskiy
WWW.THATONEADVENTURECOUPLE.COM

Visit scheduled for June 13-17th this summer
The Chamber is hosting That One Adventure Couple, Alex & Katie Gensitskiy, to visit Wallowa County in June. They will be
photographing our region as they share their experience on various social media platforms. This will help the chamber as we
launch our own social media programs this spring/summer. Our focus is Instagram, but there will also be other medias.
At this time the chamber would like to introduce Alex and Katie Gensitskiy. They are outdoor adventure and travel enthusiasts currently based in Portland, Oregon. They call themselves That One Adventure Couple because it serves as a reminder
that life must be lived as an adventure.
Together they run an adventure and travel lifestyle blog & photography brand. Katie tells us that they share activities, travel
destinations, budgeting and travel tips, healthy lifestyle living, and their journey of creating a lifestyle where they can travel,
be outdoors more, and create value. She said, “We show up and serve others by encouraging and inspiring others to get outside and adventure more, save money, and pursue their own dream lifestyles!”
Katie and Alex describe their community of young couples, singles and families as interested in travel, outdoor adventure,
healthy living, experiences, photography, culture, gear and service.
We show up and serve others by encouraging and inspiring others to get outside and adventure more, save money, and pursue their own dream lifestyles!

Business Opportunities for Local Artisans
Months in the making, the e-commerce site Genuine Wallowa County has launched. The website, genuinewallowacounty.com, showcases handmade items, exclusively from Wallowa County artisans, via curated gift and subscription boxes. The contents of the subscription box change monthly, and price points
vary on the gift boxes.
“I know so many amazing local craftspeople and artists,” says founder and owner Kristy Athens. “And I
saw a need for an additional sales channel to augment their efforts.”
Athens had been coming to Wallowa County for almost fifteen years, drawn by both the landscape and the creative people who inhabit it,
before moving here in 2013. Since then, she’s been trying to figure out a new way to showcase the county’s talent and ingenuity.
While working for the regional economic development district, Athens learned of a branding idea that originated in 2007 from a
Rural Development Action Team report considering ways to stimulate the economy. The name “Genuine Wallowa County” and its logo
(designed by Joan Gilbert) were created by a group of local stakeholders, who had enthusiasm but not enough bandwidth to support the
brand on a broad and long-term basis. Athens consulted available stakeholders in 2018 to request taking over management of the brand
for this website.
“This is an opportunity to bring in additional revenues from outside the county, on a year-round basis,” Athens says, noting she already has
40 vendors participating from all over the county, and well over 100 different items.
Genuine Wallowa County will ease into existence with a “pre-sales” period—shoppers can purchase boxes now and they will ship May 1.
Athens has curated 30 different gift boxes but is launching with just 10 in order to ensure she has a handle on the operations.
“We’re starting conservatively,” Athens says. “but I expect this business to continue to grow for many years.”
The remaining gift boxes will launch in the summer, and new vendors are welcome to apply at https://tinyurl.com/y27s2maa.
###

Contact: Kristy Athens, owner, 541-406-0831 or genuinewallowacounty@gmail.com
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Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce
Tourism Supports Small Business Development in Wallowa County
The Chamber has been honored to represent tourism and small business in Wallowa County for the past 40 years. Below is the
first of 4 writings that will appear in our newsletter setting the stage for the value of small business and tourism in the County.
Background. Initiatives to promote tourism in Wallowa County have been around for a long time. Wallowa Lake is one of Oregon’s oldest tourism attractions - remarkably over one hundred years. In 1985 Wallowa County joined 8 eastern Oregon counties
to promote tourism with an old west theme. With minimal research anyone could uncover a long history of promoting tourism in
our county.
One of the earlier statements found about tourism boosting the economy in Wallowa County came from the “Wallowa
Sun 1912” a Wallowa newspaper printed in the beginning days of the City of Wallowa, “During the summer months a
large number of foreign machines (cars) pass through the valley to Wallowa Lake Resort. If these people are given a
favorable impression of the valley, it does much toward boosting this section of the county” (Looking Back At Wallowa
Lake (2006). The Wallowa Sun operated from 1906 to 1942.
According to Mark Highberger’s Photographic Portrait - Looking Back at Wallowa Lake (May 2002) the resort area at
the lake built up in the early 1900s. Claudia Hillough was quoted, “In 1906 and 1907 a resort area was started on the
west side of the river consisting of a store and lunchroom, a two-lane bowling alley, a dance hall, corrals for horses, a
lodge of a sort in a large cabin and several small cabins.” Images below are from the Photographic Portrait.

It is easy to consider that many of the people enjoying Wallowa Lake in the early 1900’s were local people that did not have to
travel far. We might say that the first tourists of Wallowa Lake were the residents of Wallowa County.
Why is tourism important to small businesses? When we think about small business and what would happen if tourism dried
up tomorrow I am afraid it would reveal many impacts within our business community and the livability of our county.
It is clear that agriculture is our largest supporting industry in the County. This does not diminish the importance of tourism for
small business development. If not for tourism dollars spent in Wallowa County many of our small businesses would be forced to
close their doors. It is the Infusion of visitor dollars into our economy that keep many of our businesses viable.
Some may say “Do we really need all of these businesses?” Don’t be too quick to cross off the importance of these businesses.
They may be a sole proprietor or an employer. Let’s remember who these individuals are, they may be our friends, neighbors or
even our own family members—our youth. Many family incomes are supplemented by jobs outside of the main income of a
home. These homes may be our local ranches, farms or professional services. Our youth take on their first jobs and learn skills
and develop job experience through employment in some of these businesses.
Next Page ►
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Let’s consider the importance of how visitor dollars loop through the economy. Tourism dollars create starter jobs
and supplemental incomes for families. In addition to creating jobs, the more important contribution to the economy is how
tourism dollars potentially power the number of sole proprietors—new business. The potential to grow family incomes that
will compare to family wage jobs can be achieved by growing the number of new business owners.
According to the US Census Bureau this County has 1081 business (date 2012), which includes 379 (date 2016) that provide employment. Included in this number are all nonfarm businesses filing Internal Revenue Service tax forms as individual proprietorships, partnerships, or any type of corporation, and with receipts of $1,000 or more.
Most of our small business owners buy products and services from other local businesses. As dollars loop through the
economy they will eventually support our service industry: a hospital, schools, banks, medical offices, etc. In addition to
how these dollars are spent in the economy, many of our local families have members that work in the service industry as
nurses, bankers or other professionals. All of us that live here use these services. Finally, small business owners associated with tourism pay their share of property taxes that help to provide county services. They pay on their business property as well as their personal homes, or other properties. We all work together within local economy to keeping our community alive and vibrant.

Suppliers
Direct payments
refers to purchases of
goods and services that
are directly incorporated
into a product or service.
Often purchased in large
quantities, acquired from
a pool of suppliers at the
best possible cost, quality
and reliability. Can be
local purchases.

Household Spending
Refers to increased
spending power of households. This supports the
business community and
professionals services of
Wallowa County, such as
medical and dental clinics.
All families residing in the
County help to maintain
school enrollments and
utilize our hospital.

Indirect payments
refers to purchases of
goods and services not
directly incorporated into
a product or a business
service. Such as computers, office supplies,
janitorial services, equipment, furniture, etc.

Flow Chart: ►
Illustrating how tourism
expenditures flow through
a local economy.
“Measuring the Impacts of
Tourism Upon Economies”
(2006)
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei

*tourism dollars may overlap
in these 2 categories.

Indirect payments. List is not meant to be exhaustive: Grocery stores, sportsman retail, clothing retail, gift retail,
book stores, pet & veterinarian services, auto parts & services, printing & publishing, signs & graphics, financial
services, sanitation services, furnishings, computers & tech. equipment supplies, security services, rental cars, car
sales, builders & construction, large equipment rental, engineering, landscaping, nurseries, airports, real estate &
related services, healthcare services, and communications
Direct payments. List is not meant to be exhaustive: food & beverage suppliers, retailers, business services, wholesalers, personal services, manufacturing, transportation, utilities, etc.
Increase in spending power per households. Wages, profits, interest, rents, and other incomes and revenues.

Tourism contributes to the livability of Wallowa County
Next article in Many Newsletter
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Historic OK Theatre Celebrates its Centennial Year This Summer, July 12-13
Article, Katy Nesbitt

The Historic OK Theatre celebrates its centennial this summer with Grammy-winning artists in the heart of the
Wallowa Valley.
Headlining the event is rhythm and blues musician Jon Cleary. Born in England, Cleary lives in New Orleans. In 2016 he
and his band, “The Absolute Monster Gentlemen,” won a Grammy for Best Regional Roots Music Album.
Grammy winner Dom Flemons, a Wallowa County favorite, returns with music from his latest album, “Black Cowboy” a
tribute to the African-Americans of the frontier West. Portland artists Ural Thomas, a rhythm and blues aficionado,
and the Caleb Klauder Band, with their alt country sound, are in the lineup as well as Enterprise’s own Bart Budwig
Band whose sound ranges from folk to rock to country with a backbone of funk and rhythm.
Owner Darrell Brann said he wants to celebrate the theater’s 100th birthday with a bang and hopes to get a couple
thousand people to show up for the two-day event.
“The theater has long been the heart of Enterprise’s downtown and we want to celebrate its birthday with fantastic
music and a really fun weekend,” Brann said.

Renovation in the works! Owner Darrell Brann

Artisan Wood Worker, Steve Arment

At the end of 2013 Brann and his wife Christy bought the theater to feature premier acts like the Infamous Stringdusters, Del McCoury and Mark O’Connor as well as regional acts gaining national recognition like the Shook Twins, Fruition
and Joseph.
A $100,000 grant from the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office has helped rebuild the stage and a new proscenium designed by local artists Anna Vogel and Steve Arment, as well as install ADA bathrooms and new furnaces.
Diane Daggett, long-time supporter of the arts, wrote a grant to fund the renovation. “Hats off to the Brann family and
the Enterprise Merchants. Their foresight in reviving the theater as well as all the investment of passion, time and energy will benefit our local economy, community and culture.”
Vicki Searles, executive director of the Wallowa County Chamber, said the theater is a draw for music lovers around NE
Oregon. When the theater opened in January 1919 a Wallowa County pioneer by the name of J.A. Burleigh said,
“Nothing more superior exists in all of Eastern Oregon and the only possible rival is a theater in Baker,” Searles said. It
looks like Darrell Brann of the OK Theater has the same aspiration.
The Centennial celebration begins Friday, July 12 with dinner at a community table stretching down Main Street followed by a melodrama performed by Lisa Closners’s Merry Heart Theatre with a cast of local performers. Saturday, July
13, donuts from Vali’s Alpine Restaurant will be served in the theater while film curator Dennis Nyback shows classic
cartoons and vintage movies.
At noon the music starts on an outdoor stage on the corner of Main and Second streets and continues until 10 p.m.
Food vendors organized by Wallowa Slow Foods will line the street – wine and Terminal Gravity beer will be served in
Enterprise’s Warde Park.
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The 2020 census is recruiting applicants for supervisory and non
supervisory positions. These positions may be of interest to your
community. Jobs are temporary, involve fieldwork near applicants
home and will normally last for several weeks. Work schedules are
flexible; many census workers have other full or part time jobs.
Pay rate is typically higher than minimum wage, depending on location. Work related mileage is reimbursed for field staff who use a
person vehicle to do work.
Our communities will benefit from the 202 Decennial Census:
-Apportions the seats in the House ofRepresentatives
-Draws state legislative districts
-Distributes more than $675 billion annually in Federal funds
-Evaluates the success of Community programs
- Identifies populations open and responsive to new services
-Determines sites for new business.
Please encourage those interested to apply on
line: www.2020census.gov/jobs
Attached please find fliers for your use on Social Media and websites.
I am available to meet with you to provide additional information or
you can contact me through email.
I look forward to hearing from you again.
Wendy Rosa-Monda
2020Census Recruiting Assistant
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309 South River Street, Ste B
PO Box 427
Enterprise, OR 97828

Divide Camp
Saturday, April 27th,
Doors open at 5 pm
and the movie starts
at 6:45 pm

Click here for the April Newsletter

