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Cycle Oregon reached out to the Wallowa County Chamber to take on
the Community Manager role for the County. Tara Cobin, the Cycle Oregon Event Coordinator, came to the County on February 28th for the first
and very basic planning meeting. Tara reviewed the Cycle Oregon Manual to a small steering committee.
The steering committee will review this manual and the 2015 WC Cycle
Oregon contracts. The strategy for how to move forward will quickly be
formed, not too quickly - but ASAP.
The focus of the steering committee is “success” for the Cycle Oregon
event. We want to see Cycle Oregon participants have a great time so
they return soon and pass the word about their experience!
The steering committee is just starting the process. For a short time
please direct questions by email:

Vicki Searles, vicki@wallowacounty.org

Mike Hayward, Director
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Wallowa County Chamber
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Legislative Conference Calls, 7:00 am, First Meeting February 6th
Stay Current on 2018 Legislative Updates

Penny Arentsen, Director
Susan Gilstrap, Director

Here is a great opportunity to stay informed and ask questions of our legislators.

CHAMBER STAFF

All conference calls will be held at the Wallowa County OSU Extension Office, 668 NW First Street in Enterprise. Meetings are scheduled each Tuesday of the month until the session is over. The first meeting
was February 6th. All meetings start at 7:00 am and will be 1 hour sessions.

Vicki Searles, Executive Director
Diane Knox, Admin. Assistant

The calls are by Polycom so everyone will be live on camera with our legislators. John Williams said, “It’s
as good as it gets without actually being in the same room. Please join us!”
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Yes, everyone is invited. We do ask for an RSVP to the chamber (541) 426-4622 to make sure everyone
has an opportunity to present their questions and concerns. Please RSVP (541) 426-4622.
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Salem, OR 97301
503 986-1458
Rep.GregBarreto@state.or.us
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Salem, OR 97301
503 986-1729
Sen.BillHansell@state.or.us

Take the
Oregon Wildfires
Survey
During 2017 Oregon experienced one of its most severe wildfire seasons in years. Residents and businesses were affected throughout the state and the impacts on Oregon’s tourism industry were widespread.
Travel Oregon wants to know more about the economic impacts of these wildfires on Oregon’s travel and tourism industry to make
sure our story is shared in the conversations surrounding the future of wildfire management in Oregon.
We are surveying travel-related businesses and organizations throughout the state, including hotels and other lodging properties, restaurants, retail venues, recreation businesses and organizations, event organizers, transportation and tour operators, and attractions.
The survey is available until March 9, 2018. If you have a travel-related business or organization in Oregon, be sure to take the survey, and
share the link with your partners.
The results of the study will be compiled by Dean Runyan Associates and Destination Analysts. Results will be shared with the industry at
the conclusion of the study, which is expected to be April 30, 2018. If you have questions, contact Ladan@TravelOregon.com.

There are so many great partners to say —

“Thank You”
In my haste to present the winners of the 2017 citizens awards, I missed some very important partners
of the Citizen Awards Banquet in our February Newsletter. Our apologizes for this oversight.

Banquet Table Sponsors
Enterprise Flower Shop
Wallowa County Health Care District

Rahn’s Sanitary Services for Dumpster Service
New! Why do Visitors

Chamber Visitor Report for February

Come to Wallowa County
Wallowa Lake
Wallowa Lake Tramway
Joseph, Arts & Galleries
Hells Canyon & Over Looks
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
Wallowa Mountains
Wallowa Valley & View Points
WC Events
Fishing, Hunting, Outdoor Rec.
Visit Family & Friends
Family reunions, wedding, etc.
Other, Oregon’s 7 Wonders
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Information Contacts

January 2018

January 2018

Year to date

February 2017

Walk-ins: Visitors/Business

61

130

191

74

Information Packets
Mailed Out

34

51

85

55

Phone Calls, Web & Emails

317

313

630

231

Total Contacts

412

494

906

360

Website Visits

7152

7386

14,538

4437

Membership Referrals

811

619

1630

591
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WALLOWA COUNTY BARN TOUR
Vicki Searles and Cheryl Couglan of the WC Chamber have been working on a
new barn tour brochure project for the past year. This project was a 2017 goal.
The designer of the brochure is Holly Macfee, Principal at Lookout Inc., a marketing consultant recognized nationally among tourism organizations. The Chamber
has reviewed the brochure draft and submitted the edits or changes. There will
be one more round to check the brochure for final edits before going to print.
Upon completion, the tour will include 35 barns and old schools, along with a
barn route for cyclists. Sometime this year we will add an insert with a list of local food producers; farm stays and bed & breakfasts; and restaurants and pubs
known for local food. This list will include any Agritourism business willing to
pay for a spot in the insert and will also be on our website Agritourism page.
The brochure is focused on heritage and culture. The timing of the Wallowa
County Barn Tour, along with the release of the NE Oregon Arts Tour, comes together to showcase the culture and arts of Wallowa County. This project is
funded by EOVA and the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce.

What a great surprise to get both Troy Nave and Kim Metlen to work the Eastern Oregon Visitor Assn. and Wallowa County Chamber booth. I think they
had a great time talking about what they love best!
Troy shared this about the experience, “The expo was a great venue for informing a wide variety of people about all the outdoor activities in Northeast
Oregon. From families who had grown up visiting our area and for those looking for new things to do, and have never been to Northeast Oregon. Everyone
there had a lot of interest and enthusiasm for our area's natural wonders and
outdoor adventures.”
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2 New Advertisements for 2018

New Display Banners for Tradeshows & Events
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Marketing Basics, March 6, 2018, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm, Wallowa Resources, 401 NE 1st
St., Enterprise
Everyone is telling you to reach existing and new customers with social media—but how does that
work? Is it truly effective, or a waste of time? This workshop runs through basic social media platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and Instagram, as well as exploring which of them are most effective for which types of businesses.

REGISTER NOW FOR MARKETING BASICS <right click and select open hyperlink if this link appears broken>

Quickbooks On Line, March 13, 2018, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Wallowa Resources, 401 NE
1st St., Enterprise
Thinking about switching to QB online? This is the class for you! We will discuss the advantages/
disadvantages, ease of switching, costs and more! Here are just a few of the advantages with QB Online
(included with your monthly subscription): You can work from any mobile device at anytime
from anywhere; connect to cloud-based apps designed for QB online; automatically download bank
transactions, phone support, automatic data-encrypted back-ups plus access to latest product and feature updates and much more.

REGISTER NOW FOR QUICKBOOKS ON LINE <right click and select open hyperlink if this link appears broken>

What's NE Oregon's Economic Future?
Be a Part of the Decision-Making Process
We need your input regarding the region’s values! At a January meeting, Community Economic Development Strategy CEDS Committe e
members noted that the region’s guiding values should be defined as part of the regional plan. This survey presents values th at may be
commonly held within the region, and opens up the question of whether these or other values should be put forward as part of the plan.
Please vote on the brief survey of commonly held values at: https://goo.gl/forms/MJbgpuja3g61LuY93. This survey will close March 21.
The next opportunity to provide input in person will be at county level CEDS meetings. Please take note of the date for meetings that will
be held in your county:
Baker County
Wednesday, March 7
Community Connections
5:30-8:30 p.m.

Wallowa County
Wednesday, March 7
Community Connections
5:30-8:30 p.m.

Union County
Wednesday, March 14
Blue Mountain Conference Cener
5:30-8:30 p.m.

If you know of anyone who would be interested in participating in the county-level meetings, please invite them to come!
These are the draft goals that we developed based on the last input at the last committee meeting:





Diversify the economy and increase the percentage of family wage jobs
Increase and formalize regional collaboration focused on economic development
Assess, improve and utilize infrastructure needed for economic growth

We’ll be sharing these goals at the county meetings. We’ll be asking participants to develop strategies that are consistent w ith these goals.
If the strategies that they are interested in are not consistent with these goals, we will let them suggest additional goals.

CONTACT INFORMATION: Kristy Athens, 541-426-3598 or kristyathens@neoedd.org
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Attend an Oregon Tourism Listening Session in Your Region
Travel Oregon, in partnership with Oregon’s seven regional destination management organizations (RDMOs), invites you to join one of 10
Oregon Tourism Listening Sessions across the state this spring. We want to hear from anyone who touches the tourism industry, including
business owners, land managers, volunteers, nonprofits, policymakers and more, as we value all perspectives and opinions.
Your input is very important. Listening session findings will help shape the future of tourism in Oregon through Travel Oregon’s statewide
strategic plan, as well as each of the seven RDMOs’ regional plans.
Session attendees will have the chance to meet their RDMO representative and Travel Oregon employees, learn about and provide input on
your region's 2017-19 plans as well as the statewide 2019-21 strategic plan.
All sessions are interactive. Attendees will be invited to partake in small group table exercises, provide input and share opinions. Sessions are
three hours; food and beverages provided.
Pre-registration is requested here. Please share the link with partners through your communication channels.
To view your region's current plan and plan progress dashboard, visit the RCTP page, here.
Questions? Email: Kate Sappell at ksappell@TravelOregon.com.
Eastern Oregon Dates/Locations:



May 14, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. | EASTERN REGION



May 15, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. | EASTERN REGION

Geiser Grand Hotel, 1996 Main St., Baker City, Ore. 97814
John Day - TBD

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY!
5 YEAR AGED
WALLOWA WHEAT WHISKEY

Please join us for our release party to
welcome our newest whiskey to our family
of spirits!
Saturday, March 17th ~ 5pm-8pm
Stein Distillery
Joseph, Oregon
Only 30 tickets available!
$50 per person
Includes a delicious catered corned beef dinner, samples
of the new whiskey, cocktails, and raffle prizes!!

Call to reserve your ticket 541-432-2009

“WOMEN’S SHOW” EXHIBIT
March will be an eventful month at the Josephy Center for Arts and Culture beginning with the opening
of the Women’s Art exhibit Saturday, March 3 at 7pm. All are welcome to partake in this evening celebrating women artists and Women’s History Month. Appetizers will be provided by cookbook author,
food journalist and real food educator, Lynne Curry. The exhibit is set to run until April 3rd so there
will be ample time to stop by before it’s over. Soroptomist, the Oregon Cultural Trust and the Collins
Foundation helped support this show.
This is our fourth Women’s exhibit, attracting at least 45 artists on average each year. Mellica
McIntire, our lead instructor, is our curator this year. “This was my first time curating for the Josephy
Center- I loved going through all of the entries and seeing all of the diverse artwork. We’ve got some
amazing women among us.” The exhibit features Leslie LeViner, Kathy Bowman, Ellen Bishop and
many other talented artists.
Continuing with our Women’s month theme we’ll be having several interesting brown bag discussions,
always Tuesdays at noon, including a talk with Kim Witherrite, on March 6th, about the current situation with the libraries in the county, a musical brown bag on the second Tuesday of the month and
hopefully a third with Shelley Curtis about women artists in the county over the last 30-40 years.
Check our website, www.josephy.org, for details.
Join in classes with a couple of our local artists, Jennifer Klimsza, who will be leading an Abstract
Painting workshop on the 10th, or Terri Malec who will be teaching a Horse Sculpting workshop every
Tuesday for four weeks. As always, no experience is required. Check our website for pricing and more
details.
We’ll be hosting two big events for the month. On March 18th at 4pm author Mary Emerick will be
reading from her memoir, “Fire in the Heart” and author Pamela Royes will be reading from her new,
as of yet unpublished, work. Gail Swart will be playing something “very story like” on the piano. On
March 31st at 7pm join us and the Wallowa Valley Music alliance for the “Women, Words & Music”
concert. This will be a showcase of women musicians and writers.
Contact: Megan Wolfe (541)432-0505; coordinator@josephy.org
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309 South River Street, Ste B
PO Box 427
Enterprise, OR 97828

$325 Early Bird Rate Registration
ENDS MARCH 23

