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Shake the Lake Fireworks
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PO Box 427
Enterprise, OR 97828
Phone: (541) 426-4622
Email: info@wallowacounty.org

35 Days to Raise $13,000

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Please send in your donations of $25 or greater and
be entered into a prize drawing for a flight over the Wallowas!
Flight is provided by the Northeast Oregon Aviation Foundation

Jessie Cunningham, President
Jenni Word, Vice President
Cynthia Warnock, Treasurer
Nancy Rudger, Past President
Kathy Casper, Director

It’s time once again to raise dollars for the 4th of July Fireworks — we ask that you please give
us a helping hand to support this incredible event! Remember, this spectacular fireworks show
is possible due to donations and teamwork. The 4th of July is for everybody!

Tammy Strampe, Director
Michael Vali, Director
Lawrence McBurney, Director

To maintain the same quality show as last year we must raise $13,000. The feedback we
received last year let us know this show was great!

Bridget Brown, Director
John Williams, Director
Mike Hayward, Director

Date of Fireworks: Wednesday July 4th at dusk.

Cheryl North-Coughlan, Director
Heather Tyreman, Director

The Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce is asking both citizens and businesses to help pay
for the Fireworks. We are thankful for the community support received each year. Please send

Penny Arentsen, Director

donations of $25, $50 or $100 to the Chamber to help pay for the fireworks :

Susan Gilstrap, Director
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WC Chamber Poll to Membership
Expect poll by email should arrive June 1 - 4. Scheduled for June 1st → (page 2)

Increasing Motel Tax Found Unfavorable by Motel & RV Business Members
April 3, 2018, the Chieftain reported on a special meeting held between the WC Fair Board lead by Todd Nash and several
Motel and RV business owners to discuss a possible increase in the motel tax to support the fairgrounds and the WC Sheriffs’ Department. The condition of the fairgrounds were discussed and the critical need to find funding overhaul, maintain
and possibly staff the facility. A report by Steve Rogers was also given describing the lack in County funding to be able to
replace old vehicles and/or possibly add a new deputy to the force. In both cases the funding was the challenge. The fair
board introduced the idea of increasing the motel tax to help support these programs. Input was requested from the lodging industry. Business owners were empathetic but not favorable to another tax placed on the lodging industry.
Background. The current countywide motel tax rate is 5%, plus 1.8% state tax, and an additional 3% city tax in Enterprise
and Joseph. The lodging businesses of Enterprise and Joseph now charge a 9.8% motel tax per night to their customers.
The lodging businesses in the unincorporated areas of Wallowa County (Wallowa Lake, Minam, Troy, Imnaha, etc.) charge
a 6.8% motel tax per evening to their customers. The unincorporated areas are not part of the tax revenue distribution.
Revenues are dispersed in the following manner: 20% to the Wallowa County Health Care District Emergency Services Department; 10% to the Wallowa County Search and Rescue Unit; 5% to the Wallowa County Solid Waste Program; 15% to
tourism, recreation, economic development, city or county park, or other worthy County projects as recommended by the
Board of Commissioners; 50% to the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce to promote business and tourism. The 2017
motel tax collected by lodging businesses was a record breaking $359,000.
Requested Action. At the May 1 Board meeting two members of the Wallowa Lake Tourism Association presented a question to be presented before membership to determine a position of the full membership. The poll will be sent electronically by email and will be released to membership on June 1st. An extension has been granted for an additional week of
the original date of May 25. The extension was provided for additional time to prepare for the poll.
Subject. The poll will ask members to provide their individual support or no support for increasing the Transient Lodging
Tax (motel tax), paid solely by the WC lodging industry, for the purpose of funding more county services. Information
about the subject will be forth coming. Expect the chamber poll in your email sometime between June 1 to 4.

Help for How to Take a Chamber Poll
The poll referred to above will be emailed starting Friday June 1 and the poll will close June 17, 2018. You will receive
1 reminder each week for 3 weeks. Please dismiss the email if you have taken the poll.
When you get the email it will look like a weekly update. The link for the poll is embedded within the email. It is perfectly safe to open. Click on the link and it will go directly to the poll within the Survey Monkey website.
The time estimated to participate in the poll is 1 to 3 minutes. Go ahead and take the poll — it’s easy. After you have
completed the survey click “done”. It really is this easy and we will be able to hear your voice as a member of the
Wallowa County Chamber.
The position of the Chamber will be determined by the results of the poll. If taking the survey electronically is uncomfortable for you - this is ok. You may stop at the office for a copy of the poll or we can mail it to you.
Thank you for taking your time to complete this poll.
*30 day notification period opened May 17, 2018.
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Evening of June 19th,
RSVP by June 15th
Tuesday, 4:00 to 7:30 pm
Ticket Price: $15 per person
Price includes a Tram ticket & dinner
Proceeds will go to marketing
our beautiful County —

RSVP
Wallowa County Chamber,
info@wallowacounty.org
or (541) 426-4622

It’s a Party —
All Chamber members
are invited, TICKETS ARE LIMITED!
Mike Lockhart and Bill Whittemore, owners of
the Wallowa Lake Tramway, are hosting the 6th
annual WC Chamber’s After Business Hour
Social “The Tram Party”.
The Wallowa Lake Tramway will start running
people to the top of Mt. Howard at 4:00 pm and
continue until 5:00 pm. Once you get to the top
of the mountain it's time to enjoy why we chose
to live in Wallowa County!

Past Memories of the Tram Party!
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“Timber Culture”
exhibit comes home
for the Summer
Maxville Heritage Interpretive Center

Our traveling exhibit, “Timber Culture”, has been making its way across western Oregon with stops at the Oregon State Capitol in February, Oregon Historical Society Trillium Public Charter school in Portland and after a
successful showing in at the Crossroads Carnegie Art Center in Baker City in May.
The Timber Culture exhibit, curated by Maxville Heritage Interpretive Center, offers unique views onto the histories of logging, migration, and both segregation and integration in Oregon history. Through portraits that
range from intimate to formal, the images of people demonstrate that this history was a lived by individual
people who came together to build relationships and community together. Images of buildings and work
equipment ground viewers in time and place, and the captions both provide context and add information
about people and places not in the pictures. The exhibit is effective for both fostering quiet contemplation and
generating conversation, making it a great fit for all public places.
Through artifacts and photographs, the exhibit shows how one small logging town made such a profound impact on Oregon’s rural racial history.
"We want to tell Maxville’s story to as many people as possible." If you know an organization that would be
interested in hosting “Timber Culture,” contact info@maxvilleheritage.org, 2019 is already 70 percent booked!

Visit: www.maxvileheritage.org
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Saturdays,
May 26 through
October 13

Dams, Fish, Controversy—the Main Gallery Exhibit June 2—July 3, 2018
Brown Bags and Other June Events
at the Josephy Center
Saturday, June 2, 4 P.M. Exhibit Opening and Reception
Tuesday, June 5, Noon Brown Bag: The Farmers Market,
Katy Nesbitt
Wednesday, June 6, Special Noon Brown Bag with Cece
Whitewolf on Indian dress and regalia
Tuesday, June 12, Noon Brown Bag: Wallowa Lake Dam,
Associated Ditch Company Representatives
Tuesday, June 12, 7 P.M.: Northwest Film Festival
Thursday, June 14, 7 P.M. Nez Perce Artist Doug Hyde,
commissioned by the Josephy Center through an Oregon
Community Foundation “Creative Heights” grant to complete
a sculpture for Joseph’s Main Street, talks about the work.
Tuesday, June 19, Noon Brown Bag: “The Oregon Emigrant
Trail, Imnaha Smolt Version: Navigating the Imnaha and
Beyond,” Nez Perce Fisheries biologists Lora Tennant
and Brian Simmons.
Tuesday, June 19, 7 P.M. Silas Whitman, Nez Perce Elder
and fisheries veteran, on salmon and Snake River dams.
Sunday, June 24, 12 P.M. Tea Tasting/Tea Ceremony
Tuesday, June 26, Noon Brown Bag: “All Coyote’s Children,”
author & and former Joseph teacher, Bette Husted.
Check the website at josephy.org for information on
classes, workshops, and upcoming exhibits.
Contact Rich @ rich.wandschneider@gmail.com for
information on June programs, and for group visits to
the Josephy Library to discuss Nez Perce and local
history.
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9am to 2pm
Main Street
Joseph, OR

Tourism Spending In Oregon Experiences Eighth Consecutive Year of Robust Growth
Travel Oregon announced that 2017 was the travel industry’s eighth consecutive year of strong growth and economic
impact, generating record revenues for the state. Independent findings by Dean Runyan Associates indicate that
travel-related spending throughout the state increased by $500 million last year, reaching a record $11.8 billion,
while the number of Oregonians directly employed in the industry rose to 112,200, a 2.2 percent increase over the
prior year.
“From destination marketing to regional investments in tourism and matching grant programs, everything we do at
Travel Oregon is aimed at improving the lives of all Oregonians,” said Todd Davidson, Travel Oregon CEO. “This report
affirms the impact of our mission - to drive economic development, enhance communities and create jobs through
tourism in every corner of the state.” The report, which provides detailed estimates of statewide, regional and
county travel impact, includes the following findings:







Visitors to Oregon generated $11.8 billion in revenue for the state in 2017. This represents a 4.7 percent increase
in spending in real dollars compared to the previous year and marked the eighth straight year of growth.
Last year, Oregon destinations hosted 28.8 million overnight visitors, with hotel room revenue throughout the
state increasing by 8 percent.
Domestic visitor air arrivals to Oregon increased by 5.5 percent over the previous year.
The travel industry added more than 2,700 new jobs in 2017, a 2.2 percent increase over the prior year, bringing
total statewide travel industry jobs to 112,200.
Secondary impacts from the re-spending of travel-generated revenues by businesses and employees were
equivalent to 58,300 jobs in 2017, with earnings of $2.8 billion.
The travel industry’s gross domestic product was $5 billion in 2017.

The travel industry is one of the top three export-oriented industries in rural Oregon counties.
The findings reported by Dean Runyan Associates confirm the economic significance of the travel industry in Oregon.
To read the full report, including specific regional and county breakouts, visit: Industry.TravelOregon.com/
EconomicImpact.

New! Why do Visitors
Come to Wallowa County
Wallowa Lake
Wallowa Lake Tramway
Joseph, Arts & Galleries
Hells Canyon & Over Looks
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
Wallowa Mountains
Wallowa Valley & View Points
WC Events
Fishing, Hunting, Outdoor Rec.
Visit Family & Friends
Family reunions, wedding, etc.
Barn Tour
Other, Oregon’s 7 Wonders
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Chamber Visitor Report for May
Information Contacts

*corrections made in Year to date numbers.

May 2018

April 2018

Year to date

May 2017

Walk-ins: Visitors/Business

273

107

707

258

Information & Relocation
Packets Mailed Out

84

30

239

49

Phone Calls, Website
Requests & Emails

346

245

1533

349

Total Contacts

703

382

2479

656

Website Visits

9901

8694

40,792

9,558

Membership Referrals

1720

708

4877

1,714
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309 South River Street, Ste B
PO Box 427
Enterprise, OR 97828

COME JOIN US ON FLORA SCHOOL DAY
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
June 2, 2018

11:30am - Blacksmith Competition start their forges; flag raising ceremony
Noon - all other demonstrations start, horse shoe competition, Pie Social

“Each year in June, the Flora School Education
Center celebrates and demonstrates historic folk
arts and agriculture at Flora School Days. School
Days has as many old-time skills as can be gleaned
from our volunteers. Annual favorites include blacksmithing, soap-making, silversmithing. Musicians
will play old-time music throughout the day.”

opens
1pm Dutch Oven Lunch
2pm Camp Chili Cook-off begins
5pm - Everything stops-- chili, horseshoes, blacksmith, demonstrations,
pie social, book sale
5:15pm - Quilts of Valor presentation and quilt drawing
5:30pm - Chili, horseshoe and blacksmith competition winners
announced; auction off the chili, blacksmith makings, pies and lunches left.
June 3, 2018

8am - Clean-up
10am - Breakfast for all workers after clean-up.
For more information visit: http://floraschool.org/events.html

