Entering the 10th Year of the Buckskin Bucks Program

The Chamber Invites All Businesses & Citizens of Wallowa County
To Join Us in Supporting the Buy Local Campaign
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Buckskin Bucks are spent in
WC Local businesses
Wow, look at this figure ►$35,080! It’s all about the many
supporting partnerships we have in the County. Thank you
to everyone for supporting the buy local movement.
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The Buckskin Bucks program first launched in the fall of
2009 and sold $11,365 the first year. This was possible due
to the Wallowa County Health Care District. The hospital
purchased over $8000 bucks for their employee incentive
programs. We were amazed. Since the beginning we have
sold $212,815. (corrected amount from the October newsletter).
This past year we sold buckskin bucks to 31 individuals,17
businesses, and 12 organizations. The significant boost in
sales the past three years is a result of the WC Health Festival and other healthcare incentives to educate and engage
teens/youth to get their “well visits”. We have many other
businesses, local governments, and organizations using
Buckskin Bucks for employee incentives. Anyone in retail
businesses appreciates this idea since they must be spent
in our local stores and not the Internet.

A big thank you to all
for supporting local business!
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The Wallowa County Health Care District has been the
golden supporter of the Buckskin Bucks program from the
inception. The Wallowa County Chamber recognizes the
Hospital for their support as a partner in supporting local
business. Look inside for a list of the top 20 buyers and
participating businesses of the buy local campaign.

$35,080

Total Outcomes:



142 Individual people, businesses, and organizations
have purchased Buckskin Bucks, totaling $212, 815
73 Wallowa County Businesses have participated in
the Buy Local Campaign.

Sponsors:

Market Place Fresh Foods
 Event Page
 Holidays at the Rimrock
 Citizen Awards Application

Grand Opening Celebration, Market Place Fresh Foods, Joseph, Saturday, November 3

Top 20 Participants of the Buckskin Bucks Buy Local Campaign!
The Wallowa County Chamber appreciates every business and participant of the Buckskin
Bucks Campaign. There are too many buyers of buckskin bucks to list below. We are not
sure everyone wants to be listed so I have chosen to list only the top 20 . I think this still
illustrates the great participation we have experienced in the program. The holiday season
is upon us and we ask everyone to join us in buy local campaign. Think LOCAL this season.
Top 20 Purchasers of Buckskin Bucks:

Top 20 Businesses Receiving Buckskin Bucks:

(Top 20 of 142 Buyers)

(Top 20 of 73 businesses receiving Buckskin Bucks)
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Wallowa County Health Care District
Wallowa Valley Dental Care
Winding Waters Clinic
Building Healthy Families
City of Enterprise
Wallowa Valley Center for Wellness
Wallowa Lake Vacation Rentals
Integrated Biomass Resources
Enterprise Animal Hospital
Wallowa Valley Eye Care
Moffit Brothers Transportation
Skip & Shannon Novakovich
Wallowa County Soil & Conservation District
Esprit Graphics
Edison Perry & Company PC
Verna Slane
Wallowa County Chieftain
Larry & Shirley Snook
Favorite Finds
Sue Womack

New! Why do Visitors

Chamber Visitor Report for October

Come to Wallowa County
Wallowa Lake
Wallowa Lake Tramway
Joseph, Arts & Galleries
Hells Canyon & Over Looks
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
Wallowa Mountains
Wallowa Valley & View Points
WC Events
Fishing, Hunting, Outdoor Rec.
Visit Family & Friends
Family reunions, wedding, etc.
Barn Tour
Other, Geocache
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27
36
39
4
4
16
29
1
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19
1

The Dollar Stretcher
Wallowa County Grain Growers
Tempting Teal
Mad Mary & Company
Cameron’s Ace Hardware
Embers Brew House
Arrowhead Chocolates
WC Market Place
Wallowa Food City
Joseph Hardware
Simply Sandy’s
Mt. Joseph Family Foods
Copper Creek Mercantile
toZion
Cattle Country Quilts
Bee Charmed Marketplace
Wallowa County Nursery
Longhorn Espresso
Alder Slope Nursery
Red Rooster Café

Information Contacts

October 2018

September 2018 Year to date

October 2017

Walk-ins: Visitors/Business

196

292

2304

149

Information & Relocation
Packets Mailed Out

26

25

400

40

Phone Calls, Website
Requests & Emails

278

345

3209

224

Total Contacts

500

662

5996

413

Website Visits

5231

8,159

98,496

8,,092

Membership Referrals

993

1158

12,872

1144
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A New Era for Bed & Breakfasts in Wallowa County is on the Horizon!
For anyone who has not heard—both the Bronze Antler and 1910 Historic Enterprise House B&Bs have sold. Jack and Judy Burgoyne plan to reside in Wallowa County for now and do a little travel. Bill Finney and Heather Tyreman have already bought a
place in Reno Nevada. The Tyreman’s will likely travel and scuba dive — and they will all be busy in retirement. Bronze Antler
opened in 2001 and the Historic Enterprise House opened in 2004. Both B&Bs were outstanding businesses for our local tourism industry and they were all exceptional innkeepers. It’s hard to see them step down and move on. Thank you for everything!

Left: Bill Finney& Heather

Tyreman

Jack & Judy Burgoyne: Right

The Chamber has enjoyed working with both of these businesses
And wish them all the best in their new adventures!

Coming Soon!
Ground Breaking Ceremony
Held October 21st, Enterprise

Manuel History & Bronze
David and Lee Manuel held an event
Sunday, October 21st to celebrate a new
adventure for their family.
The Manuel’s purchased property just
east of Enterprise on Hwy. 82. They plan
to open 4 small history centers displaying items of (1) Native American, (2)
military, (3) pioneers, and (4) history and
bronze. There will also be a small building for bronze casting.
Opening date for their business is in
2019. Lee said It is too early to give an
exact date. She also shared that their
business should bring additional art lovers to the Wallowas and many others
might benefit. This is her aspiration.
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Some 100 people visited the
celebration throughout the
day to show support for
the Manuel's.

Kevin Jeffries, Consumer Liaison
Department of Consumer & Business Services
Division of Financial Regulation
350 Winter Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

Coming Soon!
Six Signs it’s a Scam —
Identity Theft Protection
Date November 15

November 15th, Thursday, 10 am to Noon

Tomas Conference Room | 309 South River Street | Enterprise | RSVP 541 426-4622 | info@wallowacounty.org
Kevin Jeffries shares, “We spend our whole lives trying to build wealth, be it money, land, friends or enriching experiences. We seek to
obtain that which is of greatest value to us. After a while, if we play our cards right, we’ll have enough set aside to retire in comfort. We
also strive to provide a service to our community. A shop, a restaurant, a gallery…we try to provide a high level of customer service that
adds value to the products we sell. All the while, there are bad actors trying to take away that which you’ve earn and saved. It could be
your savings, it could also be the trust of your customers. Too often when disaster strikes, we realize that the loss was avoidable.

“If only we saw the signs.”
Kevin Jeffries, the consumer liaison with the Department of Consumer and Business Services, Division of Financial Regulation will show
us how to spot a scam, how to keep your personal information safe, and how to protect your customers from fraud. Through real world
examples, you’ll come away from this event armed with the power and knowledge to avoid being a victim and help build a stronger more
financially resilient community.
The Chamber worked diligently to bring Mr. Kevin Jeffries of the Department of Consumer & Business Services to Wallowa County. His
message of fraud impacts on not only businesses, but also private residents, is vital for all to hear. He has reported that we are in a peak
of scams occurring in Oregon.
Please RSVP the Chamber 541 426-4622 to attend. We have room for 45 attendees. This is a free seminar hosted by the Chamber.

Accounting Principles 4-part Series
Accounting is the Language of Business
Improve your "language" skills by learning or refreshing your grasp of fundamental accounting concepts. Answer those questions that keep you up at night: What are the major types of accounts? How do I create and
read an Income Statement or Balance Sheet? What is the difference between cash flow and profitability? No
technology required. Paper and pencil.

November 7 starts in Pendleton
November 7 starts 6:30 pm in Enterprise
November 8 starts in Baker City
Pre-registration is required. Click on links for additional information and registration.
Questions? Call Andrea at 541-278-5833.
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Services to help with every stage of your business
Small business is the heartbeat of every community and we are committed to providing you with customized solutions. You’re busy running your business every day so let us be your business resource. Our team
is committed to your business’s success and will support you at every stage from business idea to succession planning and every milestone in between.

Enterprise Marketing Series
Kickoff November 6
November 6 Branding
Creating a brand is your first and most important job as a business owner. If people don't recognize your
brand at first sight, how can they trust you? How will they find your products or services? The Branding
workshop introduces basic marketing concepts and sets the stage to develop a brand that will increase
your customer base and your sales.
November 13 Get the Word Out
Now that you've developed a brand, how do you share it with potential clients? Get the Word Out further
explores marketing concepts such as "Unique Value Proposition" and explores how you can hone your business message and target the right customers using multiple marketing channels. Bring your existing marketing materials for discussion.
November 27 Facebook for Business
Facebook has 2 billion users--how can you reach them with your business page? Explore the different
strategies of leveraging social media, including Twitter, Pinterest, and Instagram, focusing on Facebook. We
will look at quantifying results using "analytics" and social media marketing plans. Participants must have a
personal Facebook account.
Pre-registration is required. Click on links for additional information and registration.
Questions? Call Andrea at 541-278-5833.
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Creating a Strong Economy Together

Please Welcome New Members to the Chamber
Chamber Mission Statement: Promote Business Development in Wallowa County
Booster Member
Contact: Steve Krieger
PO Box 89
Joseph, OR 97846
Description: Steve Krieger has significantly supported the 4th of
July for years—both financially and with his time.

404 North Main Street/PO Box 520
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 577-9090
https://www.facebook.com/thefreshfoodplace/

Contact: Mary Burrows
602 W. First Street/PO Box 481
Wallowa, OR 97885
(541) 886-8000
Email: wallhistcenter@gmail.com

Description: Full service grocery store in Joseph with a bakery,
fresh fruits and vegetables and coming soon “specialty meats”.

Description: Wallowa History Center works to save the memories, stories, and photographs that help define the history and
culture of the places we call home in Wallowa County.

Glass Bottom Kayak Rental & Tours
Contact: Robert Nichols
PO Box 229
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 886-0086
https://jopaddle.com/
info@jopaddle.com

John Edward Jones—
Professional Realty Service International, Inc.
Contact: John Edward Jones
64609 Pine Tree Road/209 Main Street <site>
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 263-0005
https://will send

Description: A unique adventure. We specialize in providing a
one of a kind luxury recreational experience where our guests
have the opportunity to explore the breathtaking beautiful Wallowa Lake above AND below the surface.

Description: We are a people oriented company dedicated to
exceeding the needs and expectations of our clients, employees
and the communities where we live and work.

American Red Cross
Central & Eastern Oregon Chapter
Contact: Julie Furnas

Sally B Farms

815 SW Bond Street
Bend, OR 97702
(541) 749-4195
https://www.vanillastag.com

Contact: Wendy McCullough
62456 Bowerman Road
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 432-4832
https://sallybfarms.com/
Description: Each Sally B. Farms hand-fashioned soap bar contains at least 25% pure goats milk and the finest natural ingredients. All bars are individually handmade.

Contact: Catherine Matthias
65605 Dobbin Road/PO Box 728
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 398-0636
https://irleninstitute.irlen.com/
Email: catherinematthias.1@gmail.com

Market Place Fresh Foods
Contact: Marco Rennie

Wallowa History Center

Catherine Matthias Certified Irlen®
Syndrome Screener

Description: Catherine Matthias is a certified screener for Irlen
Syndrome, a processing problem where the brain cannot properly
translate what the eyes see – especially with regard to reading.
Studies show 46% of children with specific learning or reading
disabilities have Irlen Syndrome and can be successfully treated.

Description: The American Red Cross prevents and alleviates
human suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing the
power of volunteers and the generosity of donors.

Vanilla Stag Bakery
Contact: Paula Austin
208 Main Street/PO Box 997 (Inside Market Place Fresh Foods)
Joseph, OR 97846
(541) 577-9090
https://www.vanillastag.com
Description: Our bakery focuses on flavor and seasonality, using
fresh ingredients and local whenever possible. We offer highquality and delicious sweet and savory pastries, cakes, desserts
cookies, fresh artisan breads in-house, and some gluten-free and
dairy-free options. We also cater public and private events locally
and do custom orders.
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2018 Citizen Awards Banquet January 27, 2019
The Awards Banquet date is January 27, 2019. Nominations for citizen awards are open throughout most of the
year. The chamber closes the process December 3 (5pm) to select the individuals for the 2018 Awards at the
banquet. We all know individuals that deserve an award. We encourage you to consider a nomination.
AWARD CATEGORIES:






Business Leader
Employee of the Year
Leader in the Arts
Leader of Education





Natural Resources, Timber and
Agricultural Leader
Leader in Nonprofits/Events
Unsung Hero

All Citizen Award nominations must be submitted to the Chamber office by December 3, 5:00 pm.
A Citizen Award’s Nomination Form is included in this newsletter.
Please call Vicki Searles 541 426-4622 if you have questions.

2019 Board of Directors Elections — Please Vote!
Nominations are now closed for the 2019 Board of Directors. A ballot is included inside this newsletter.
Background. The first step in board elections each year is to identify the positions that will open on the Board. This is done in
September when a nomination committee is appointed by the president. The nomination committee works with the executive
director to produce a slate of directors for 2018. The slate is then presented to the Board at the October Board meeting.
Nominations stay open from October 1 through 31. If the Chamber receives a nomination this individual is added to the slate of
directors and a vote will take place in the ballot. If the Chamber does not receive any nominations the slate of directors will be
presented to membership for approval. This is a membership only vote.
A Ballot to approve the slate of directors is included with this newsletter. In addition to the inserted ballot, an electronic ballot
will be sent to members through Survey Monkey and a ballot will be included in at least two weekly updates. Members are
asked to approve the 2019 Board of Directors. A simple check is all that is required.
Instructions for how to vote through the electronic Survey Monkey ballot will come in the email. Please give us a call 541 4264622 if you should need assistance or have questions about the electronic ballot.
Upon request, a ballot will be sent by email or mail. Ballots may also be obtained at the Chamber office. Results will be
announced in the December newsletter.

Voting Ballots must be received at the Chamber office November 16th by 5:00 pm

Thank you for your time and participation in the elections!
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BALLOT
2019 Board of Directors
Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce
2019 Board:
Jenni Word, Enterprise Director
Brooke Pace, Joseph Director
Kathy Casper, Wallowa/Lostine Director
JR Collier, Wallowa Lake Director
Lem McBurney, Public Relations Director
Susan Gilstrap, Small Business Director
Bridget Brown, Healthcare Director
Shannon McNerney, Education Director
Mike Hayward, Rural Area Director
Jessie Cunningham, Farm & Ranch Director
Cynthia Warnock, Timber & Forestry Director
Nancy Rudger, Heritage & Culture Director
Cheryl North-Coughlan, Arts Director
Jennifer Cooney, Tourism Director
Penny Arentsen, Outdoor Recreation Director-AL

Please check a box to vote and sign the ballot.

□

I approve the Wallowa County Chamber 2019 Board of Directors as presented.

□

I do not approve the Wallowa County Chamber 2019 Board of Directors as presented.

Signature ____________________________________________ Date__________________

Return ballot to the Wallowa County Chamber office by 5:00 pm, Friday, November 16 th
Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce
309 South River Street, Suite B * P.O. Box 427
Enterprise, Oregon 97828
Phone: 541.426.4622
info@wallowacounty.org

Thank you for your time and participation in the elections!

Saturday, November 3

This may look like an ad in a newspaper? Possibly. This is
really the Grand Opening Announcement for the Market
Place Fresh Foods in Joseph. Owners of the store delayed
a Grand Opening Celebration until later in the fall to make
sure most services were ready. Let’s support the store by
coming to this great event Saturday for music, prizes, and
refreshments! WC Chamber —

Click Here for the Full Flyer

Thank you for your interest in the Citizen Awards nomination program. All nominations are due
5:00 pm, Friday, December 3, 2018.
The purpose of this program is to recognize extraordinary individuals in our county that have given of
themselves selflessly to improve life in Wallowa County. Awards are presented the evening of the Annual
Citizen Awards Banquet, a Wallowa County Chamber annual social event.
The success of any community is built upon the efforts of individuals and organizations that are
committed to working for the common good of all. There are a lot of quiet achievers out there who
serve as magnificent role-models for others and who deserve recognition for their selfless dedication.

What makes a competitive nomination?
1. Your nomination should include details of the nominee's contribution to the people and quality
of life in Wallowa County. Please do not assume that "everyone" knows your nominee and your
nominee's merits. A good nomination letter should give explicit details about what this individual
has done and over what period of time these activities have occurred.
2. Letters from other people supporting your nomination are helpful, especially if they provide addi-tional
useful insights into the nominee's contributions. Since only one person is selected each year, you should
support no more than one person per year for the award.
3. Write the nomination in a manner that is easy for the nomination committee to review. A two to four
page summarized document is of sufficient length. Supplemental letters can be attached. The committee
should be able to easily evaluate the achievements as highlighted in the nomination.
4. Nominators may not nominate a family member.
Nominators assume the champion role of the nomination. It is the nominator, and their team of supporters, that
possess the valuable knowledge of the nominee. This role is a vital part of the process. The smooth coordination of
the nomination is dependent on the willing participation of friends, family members, neighbors, and co-workers.

The Citizen Awards Banquet is the evening of January 27, 2019.

The Chamber appreciates your participation in the awards program.
Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 427,
309 South River Street, Ste B, Enterprise, OR 97828
(541)426-4622, info@wallowacounty.org

Click Here for the full application

What’s DEI?’ Community Conversations in La Grande and Joseph
Do you wonder what people mean by "DEI"–diversity, equity and inclusion? Do you want to feel more comfortable
talking about race, gender, class, sexual orientation, and/or migration? Are you wondering why or how your organization should take part in discussions of privilege?
NEOEDD continues its roundtable discussions for volunteers, boards, and staff members to learn, share, and discuss DEI
methods and strategies. The next roundtable will focus on privilege and implicit bias, and take place Wednesday, Nov.
7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the NE Oregon Transit Center, 2204 E Penn Ave. in La Grande. The cost to attend is $25 per
person and includes lunch; register at https://tinyurl.com/ycgjznb8. Scholarships are available; please inquire at
NEOEDD, 541-426-3598. Registration deadline is Friday, Nov. 2.
The moderator for this roundtable is Manuel Padilla, who will lead a discussion of white privilege and implicit bias.
Manuel is executive director of Portland Meet Portland, and a teacher and consultant in the areas of dialogue, conflict
transformation, social change, and international aid and development. He has a BA in philosophy from Portland State
University; an MA in peace, conflict, and development studies from the UNESCO Chair for the Philosophy of Peace; and
has done peace-building and human rights work both domestically and internationally. His professional interest is
rooted in his deep spiritual desire to use group processes to foster cultures of encounter and vulnerability, transform
conflict, and build civil society.
Manuel will also lead programs entitled "The Space Between Us: Immigrants, Refugees, and Oregon," via the Oregon
Humanities Conversation Project at 7 p.m. on Nov. 6 at the Josephy Center, 403 Main St. in Joseph, and Nov. 7 at hq,
112 Depot St., in La Grande. Learn more about this conversation topic at the Oregon Humanities website (https://
oregonhumanities.org/programs/conversation-project/catalog/the-space-between-us-immigrants-refugees-andoregon/). These events are free of charge; no registration required. The public is welcome. The final roundtable in this
series will take place Feb. 6, 2019, in La Grande.
Contact: Kristy Athens, Outreach Specialist, 541-426-3598, kristyathens@neoedd.org

Every vote matters because elections on every level are often won by surprisingly small margins, making each
person’s vote weighty and important. Additionally, we lead our public officials by “speaking up” with our vote,
communicating to our national, state, and local leaders what we do and do not support, and how we would like
them to govern and lead.
The Chamber encourages all members to turn out for the vote. Vote because the choices you make matter to
you. Vote because elections aren’t simply about your representatives in Washington D.C. or who is president.
Who you choose this November will go on to be our next local leaders — whether as a mayor, city council member, county commissioner or your state senator — this will have an impact on the life of your community.

A Special Thank You to all that attended the
Chamber’s 2018 Candidate Forum
(over 200 attendees).

