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Cycle Oregon is Coming!
Arriving September 10th and
Departing September 11th
Cycle Oregon riders will depart from Baker City and overnight in Halfway on September 9. After
leaving Halfway, and a few rest stops, the riders are expected to start lingering towards the Salt
Creek Sno-Park rest stop in Wallowa County by mid to late morning of September 10. The bulk
of riders should arrive in Joseph by mid afternoon.
The Wallowa Mountain Loop Road and Joseph-Wallowa Lake will be consumed with bicyclists
from September 9-10. Riders will start departing from the lake 6:30 am Tuesday morning, the
10th to Enterprise and out Hwy 82 heading towards Elgin. Rest stops include Enterprise, Wallowa, and lunch in Minam. Please be watchful and patient if you are using these roads during
this period.
The Chamber has been in conversation with ODOT about the new bike path from Joseph to the
lake. They hope to have the path in operation by this time. Painting the road path lines is the
last part to complete. If the path is not ready there will be traffic control.
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Wallowa County Candidate Forum October 10th at the Cloverleaf Hall
(page 4 for more information)

Chamber Announcements
2019 Chamber Board Elections Open October 1st
Nominations for the 2019 Board of Directors will open October 1 and will close 5:00 pm October 31. The positions that are open will be
announced in the October newsletter. If you have an interest in serving on the Wallowa County Chamber Board please call our office.
Chamber Bylaws were changed in 2016 and this will effect our elections.
Nominees must be a member of the Chamber in good standing. A form will be available in the October newsletter and may be obtained from the WC Chamber office on October 1. Please include the full name, phone number, and the board position. Nominators
must also be a member of the Wallowa County Chamber in good standing.
The Chamber is often asked “What makes a good candidate for the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce Board?” Besides willingness to participate and learn, there are three areas to consider (1) you love Wallowa County and want to promote the county in the
framework of a team , (2) you are willing to participate in chamber programs, and (3) you are committed to the well-being of the county
and support business development.
After October 1st you may submit nominations by mail, email, or directly to the chamber office. For questions about Board positions
contact the Wallowa County Chamber office and speak with Vicki Searles, 541 426-4622.

2018 Citizen Awards
The banquet date will be set October 1. Planning for the Citizen Awards Banquet for 2018 will start this month.
If you would like to join the Chamber in planning for the banquet contact us at 541- 426-4622. All comments and
suggestions are welcomed.
Nominations for citizen awards are open throughout the year. Please contact the chamber If you are ready to
work on a nomination for 2018 and you have questions.
A Citizen Awards Application will be in the October Newsletter.
AWARD CATEGORIES:








Business Leader
Employee of the Year
Leader in the Arts
Leader of Education

New! Why do Visitors

Chamber Visitor Report for August

Come to Wallowa County
Wallowa Lake
Wallowa Lake Tramway
Joseph, Arts & Galleries
Hells Canyon & Over Looks
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
Wallowa Mountains
Wallowa Valley & View Points
WC Events
Fishing, Hunting, Outdoor Rec.
Visit Family & Friends
Family reunions, wedding, etc.
Barn Tour
Other, Geocache

59
88
81
56
57
20
59
28
47
7
0
24
11




Natural Resources, Timber and
Agricultural Leader
Leader in Nonprofits/Events
Unsung Hero

Information Contacts

August 2018

July 2018

Year to date

August 2017

Walk-ins: Visitors/Business

352

347

1816

378

Information & Relocation
Packets Mailed Out

39

71

349

42

Phone Calls, Website
Requests & Emails

403

302

2586

399

Total Contacts

794

720

4834

819

Website Visits

11,911

14,574

85,106

14,992

2290

1818

10,721

2490

Membership Referrals
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Wallowa County Chamber
Attended the 2018 Oregon State Fair
For eleven days!

Booth theme: outdoor recreation, camping, & barn tour

Thankful for our volunteers: Hal and Pamela Spence

Close to 300,000 attendees come to the Oregon State Fair a year or 27,000 each day (Statesman Journal, 2016)
15 Boxes of Visitor
Guides & other information was handed out!

The booth was shared
with Harney County
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2018 Buckskin Bucks Program
Chamber sold $35,000
The Chamber is about to enter it’s 10th year for the Buckskin
Bucks Program. This is our first announcement for the upcoming
holiday season. The Chamber will provide a list of entities that
purchased Buckskin Bucks in 2018 for employees, customers
and clients in the October newsletter. A big “Thank You” to all
from the business community of Wallowa County.

Remember —
When you spend local it stays local. Jobs and new businesses will be created in your town, the community will prosper,
and people will be more connected than ever to their own town.
Your money helps businesses local to you, as well as your
neighbors and
community!

Wallowa County

Candidate Forum
Cloverleaf Hall, Enterprise

An Invite to Meet with Candidates, 6 PM, October 10th
The Wallowa County Chamber and Wallowa County Chieftain are announcing a county-wide
candidate forum October 10 at the Cloverleaf Hall, Enterprise. The forum will start at 6pm and
end at 8:30pm. The fall forum will be packed:











Six candidates for Governor of Oregon
Two candidates for U.S. Representative, District 002 (Rep. Greg Walden position)
Two candidates for State Representative, District 058 (Rep. Greg Barreto position)
Four candidates for Wallowa County Commissioner, position 3
Three candidates for Wallowa County Treasurer
Two candidates for Judge of the Circuit Court, 23rd District
Two separate city council races with two candidates (Enterprise and Lostine)
Two candidates for Lostine
One Wallowa County Ballot Measure
Six Oregon Ballot Measures

We may not see any of the Governor candidates or we might not see candidates for the U.S. Representative. The Chamber’s practice is to
invite all candidates with a RSVP request. There will be a very strong focus on Wallowa County candidates. The purpose of this notice is to
get the forum on your calendar. We will be emailing more information on the forum as we become further along in planning out the details.

Hosted by:
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Kevin Jeffries, Consumer Liaison
Department of Consumer & Business Services
Division of Financial Regulation
350 Winter Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

Coming Soon!
Six Signs it’s a Scam —
Identity Theft Protection
Date TBA September 1

Special seminar:
We spend our whole lives trying to build wealth, be it money, land, friends or enriching experiences. We all seek
to obtain that which is of greatest value to us. After a while, if we play our cards right, we’ll have enough set
aside to retire in comfort. We also strive to provide a service to our community. A shop, a restaurant, a gallery…
We try to provide a high level of customer service that adds value to the products we sell.
All the while, there are bad actors trying to take away that which you’ve earn and saved. It could be your savings,
it could also be the trust of your customers. Too often when disaster strikes, we realize that the loss was avoidable. If only we saw the signs.
Kevin Jeffries, the consumer liaison with the Department of Consumer and Business Services, Division of Financial
Regulation will show us how to spot a scam, how to keep your personal information safe, and how to protect
your customers from fraud. Through real world examples, you’ll come away from this event armed with the
power and knowledge to avoid being a victim and help build a stronger more financially resilient community.

Tune-Up Your Website and
Get Found by Google
October 2, 2:00 - 5:00 pm
The Website Tune-Up workshop will cover the important mechanics of how search engines work, how they
understand and what they look for in Web content, and the core optimization tasks required for better visibility. The workshop is chock-full of latest information, with actionable strategies, real-world examples, and
techniques to help break down the SEO into small pieces that are easy to understand and implement. Even
for a busy small business owner having a great working website is not impossible, and as long as you apply
some of the advice and guidance learned in this workshop, there is no reason why your site won’t improve
dramatically. (Statistics below, Mary Browning—LBCC SBDC)







23% of small business websites haven’t been updated in the last 12 months
Over 52% of small businesses don’t have a website
Google can’t find about 25% of small business websites
60% small business home pages don’t include a phone number
60% of people search Google using a mobile phone
97% of people search online for local businesses
 95% of Smartphone users have searched for local information
 70% of mobile searches lead to online action within an hour

“I attended this class last year and ever since I have been trying to get it to Wallowa County. This class offers an opportunity for you to ask questions about search engine optimization, Google analytics , and how it all works within our
websites. This class is more than a 101 type of class, but yet it is very user friendly.” Vicki Searles
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Click here for the September Newsletter

