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Business of the Month
Please Join Us in Congratulating Grand Rental Station, LLC as
April’s Logan County Chamber Entrepreneur & Business of the
Month.
Logan County native, the late Roger L. Watson had entrepreneurship
in his blood. Throughout his lifetime, he was responsible for the start
-up of numerous successful businesses. Believing that Logan County
was an up-and-coming area, he wanted his businesses in the heart of
Bellefontaine. His first start-up business was a tax consulting business, Watson & Associates. He had space in his office building and
he put it to good use by leasing office space to his long-time friend,
John Bush, who owned Bush Electric. Not long after, Roger saw a
need within Logan County and quickly jumped at the opportunity.
He opened Taylor Rental in 1971 and began renting tools and equipment to local contractors and do-it-yourselfers. In the mid 1980’s,
Roger felt that the Taylor Rental Franchise as a whole, was declining.
His research uncovered the Grand Rental Franchise and he made a
decision to jump ship. This decision proved to be the right one as
later the Grand Rental Franchise would purchase the Taylor Rental
Franchise. Watson once again, saw an unmet need within Logan
County and expanded his rental business to meet that need. They
continued to rent quality tools and equipment, but expanded the
business to include a wide array of party rentals for weddings, corporate events and private parties. In 1982, Grand Rental Station expanded again opening a new store on State Route 68 in Urbana.

Todd Watson

In the early 1990’s, Roger’s son Todd joined the business and the two worked side-by-side to service the
needs of both Logan and Champaign Counties. Together, they were responsible for the start-up of Mad River
Farm Market located outside of West Liberty. In 2007, with Roger’s passing, the baton was handed from father to son and Todd continued his father’s legacy. In 2015, Todd’s son Chase, joined the business and this
multigenerational business continues to offer superior service to the community.
Today, Grand Rental Station’s staff consists of Todd Watson, President; Chase Watson, Party Warehouse
Manager; Eric Krebehenne, Bellefontaine Equipment Store Manager; Joe Small, Head Mechanic; Rhonda Wilson, Assistant Manager; Dawn Harr, Party & Event Specialist; and Tyler Ford, Urbana Equipment Store Manager. They also hire up to 20 seasonal event crew members each year.
Local contractors and do-it-yourselfers can rent equipment for just about any job both inside and out. They
provide outdoor equipment rentals such as bulldozers, backhoes, lifts, skid steers, automatic nailers, and
equipment for sandblasting, plumbing, land-clearing and turf, just to name a few. They also sell bulk black
mulch and fill propane tanks. Have a project inside? Grand Rental has you covered there as well. They have
generators, floor sanders, wallpaper steamers, light towers, airless paint sprayers and scaffolding. They also
have coat racks, easels, and a variety of backdrop kits for businesses to rent.
As for their party rental business, it currently occupies a 40,000 square foot warehouse on Buckingham Avenue. They have a huge selection of tents ranging in size from 10’x10’ to 60’x310’ and everything you need to
fill that tent: tables, chairs, china, and a wide variety of linens, as well as concession and catering equipment.
Their planning specialists can create a CAD drawing of your event that is to-scale to help you determine the
best size tent to fit your need. This is a free service provided, to ensure customer satisfaction. They also
offer complimentary site visits to ensure the tent will fit in the area desired and will set the tents ahead of
time to give their customers not only peace of mind, but plenty of time to add their own finishing touches.
They pride themselves in the personal attention they give to all of their events, no matter the size.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
. BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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Business of the Month cont.
They have been servicing the rental needs of this community for over 47 years and during that time have
also invested in the youth of Logan and Champaign County by sponsoring livestock 4-H members. As for
their Chamber membership, “We view our membership as an investment in our community and business
because we believe in helping make Logan County a better place to live and work.” Todd said. They also
appreciate the benefits offered by the Chamber such as the initiative of the “Buy Local” campaign.
We thank Todd Watson and his staff at Grand Rental Station for their 47 years of service to Logan County
and for their 23 years of Chamber membership!

GRAND RENTAL STATION
936 S. Main St.
Bellefontaine, OH 43311
(937) 599-2045
www.grandrentalohio.com

. BENEFIT: Members gain CREDIBILITY by being a part of an organization that has served the community for over 70 years.
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Tourism

Logan County’s Official
Visitors Guide Ads for Sale
Would you like the opportunity to present
your business to thousands of area visitors,
residents, and potential visitors?
This publication is distributed throughout the state in
an effort to bring visitors and tourists to Logan
County, as well as locally distributed to those visiting
or relocating to the area.
Email tourism@logancountyohio.com for more
information or to reserve your spot!
BENEFIT: The Chamber champions BUY LOCAL, encouraging residents to support local businesses.
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Education & Industry
The Chamber partnered with Midwest Regional
Educational Service Center and brought 1,000
local students together with over 60 employers
to talk about career opportunities. We are
committed to bringing education and industry
together to promote growth in Logan County!

BENEFIT: The Chamber promotes WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, to raise the skill level of our industries associates.
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Education & Industry

Ohio Hi-Point Career Center
21st Century Education for 21st Century Jobs

Click Here To See a Short Video.
Click Here to Learn More.

BENEFIT: The Chamber promotes WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, to raise the skill level of our industries associates.
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Board Member of the Month
Kris Swisher Logan County Chamber Board
Member of the Month!
Kris Swisher, originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota, came to Ohio
when her father, who worked for Sears Roebuck, was promoted and
transferred to Columbus. After high school, she furthered her education
at The Ohio State University where she received her Bachelor Degree in
Elementary Education and her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education.
She later received her certification in Gifted Education from
Wright State University. A teaching position at Bellefontaine City
Schools brought Kris to Logan County where she taught education and
gifted education until she retired in 2011.

In 1998, while teaching sixth grade, her class participated in an international competition called Community Problem Solving. The subject of
the student’s project was the closed Holland Theatre. Their goal was to
create awareness within the community that this historic building not be forgotten, but revitalized to continue to anchor our Logan County History and our downtown. This project took 1st place in the State
Competition and 2nd place at the International Competition. As a result of this student project, individuals
were spurred on to create the Logan County Landmark Preservation, Inc. and in 1999, Richard and Peg
Knowlton purchased the theatre and gave it to the non-profit group.
Kris was involved with the Holland project from the beginning and was later encouraged to serve as the
President of this non-profit organization. Along with her role at the Holland, Kris also serves on the International Friendship Center Board. Kris and her husband, Ray, reside in Bellefontaine.
Kris feels that The Holland Theatre’s Chamber and Visitors Bureau membership is important because as a
historic landmark, it is a pivotal part of the downtown character and helps draw visitors to our community.
Kris is serving a one year term on our Board Directors as a representative of our Visitors Bureau.
We thank Kris for partnering with us to promote Logan County and for the part that The Holland Theatre
plays in providing entertainment and artistic opportunities for the community. This historic building and
the fruit of those associated with it, play an integral part in bringing tourists to our area.

New Publications available at the Chamber!
THEY’RE HERE!
2018
Plat Books
&
Resource Guides
STOP IN TODAY
& PICK UP YOUR
COPY!
BENEFIT: Chamber members receive DISCOUNTS on BWC premiums.
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Chamber Events

Legislative Meeting Tuesday, April 10th 7:30am
Please join us Tuesday, April 10th as the
Legislative Committee discusses

“Community Updates”

Police Chief Brandon Standley will be joining us and providing
community updates.

Tuesday, April 10th at 7:30 a.m.
Meetings are open to the public and held at the Chamber Office.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive EDUCATION through entrepreneurial seminars & legislative, safety, & human resource events.
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Attend the Safety Council Meeting April 19th at 7:30am
Please join us on Thursday, April 19th at 7:30am for the Logan County Safety
Council meeting held at POWERBUILT MATERIAL HANDLING SOLUTIONS.
This will be a joint presentation by:
Jerry Cline, Plant Safety Staff Engineer with Honda Transmission Manufacturing &
Nate Hauck, Vice President of Sales, Powerbuilt Material Handling Solutions

“Lift Assist & Cranes Within the Workplace”

Jerry Cline

Nate Hauck

Safety Council is a monthly program hosted by
the Logan County Chamber of Commerce and is
always held on the third Thursday of each month.

BENEFIT: Chamber members receive DISCOUNTS on BWC premiums.
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Chamber Events
Medical Marijuana Presentation for Employers

When: April 12, 2018 from 7:00 - 8:30a.m.
Where: Mary Rutan Health Center Community Room
RSVP by April 9, 2018 to Logan County Chamber 937-599-5121

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook! We're constantly
updating our page with the latest in member and community news, plus fun photos of local events and milestones.
Find a link to our Facebook page here:
https://www.facebook.com/logancountychamber/
Follow us on Instagram @livelogancounty. This page
has the newest photos that we’ve captured from all
over Logan County. Find a link to our Instagram page
here: https://www.instagram.com/livelogancounty/

BENEFIT: Members receive NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES through Chamber sponsored events.
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Chamber Events cont.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: The Chamber provides INFORMATION AND SUPPORT for start-up businesses.
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NEW

Membership

NEST 1896
Kathleen Robinaugh
This farmhouse-inspired boutique features 3 floors of vintage handmade
and locally made items. At Nest you will find everything from primitive
antiques to vintage vinyl records, from handmade jewelry to women’s
clothing and locally made bath & body care products and food items.
Home to over 50 vendors, there’s something for everyone!

204 W. Columbus Ave. • Bellefontaine, OH 43311 • (937) 599-1896 • www.nest1896.com

IRON CITY SPORTS BAR
Matt Brown
Iron City Sports Bar is a full-service restaurant/sports bar featuring
popular twists on American Pub fare. With 12 televisions and projector
screens, it’s a great place to watch your favorite sports team!

1125 S. Main St. • Bellefontaine, OH 43311 • (937) 404-5288 • www.ironcitysportsbar.com

Heartland Payment Systems
Pete Cullen

Heartland Payments Systems offers credit/debit/prepaid card processing, payroll and payment solutions
to businesses and educational institutions. Heartland’s mission is helping businesses prosper through innovative solutions, advocacy and unmatched service.
6706 Cheri Lynn Dr. • Dayton, OH 45415 • (937) 239-4836 • www.heartlandpayment systems.com
BENEFIT: Gain AWARENESS for your business through special advertising in the Chamber Chat, available only for members. PAGE 12

New

Membership Cont.

UCO INDUSTRIES INC.
Dave Amerine

UCO Industries specializes in light assembly, re-packing, and warehousing. Employing more than 130 associates,
UCO’s vision is to be recognized in the business community as a customer-focused organization committed to
quality outcomes at a competitive price. Their mission is to provide paid employment opportunities in integrated
settings for people with developmental disabilities.

16900 Square Dr., Suite 110 • Marysville, OH 43040 • (937) 645-6756 • www.ucoindustries.com

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members are REFERRED as the Chamber receives inquiries each month about our community.
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Community News
Bicentennial Kick-off Event
Logan County kicked off it’s Bicentennial Celebration on Saturday,
March 17th, at The Holland Theatre. Attended by 150-200 people,
the evening was filled with humor, history and great patriotic music.
Local officials were recognized and the stage came alive with drama
performances shedding light into windows of our past. Bellefontaine
Mayor, Ben Stahler & Margaret Piatt portrayed Robert Patterson
Kennedy and Elizabeth Piatt of 1818-1885. Next, Kin Hubbard and
Ida Mae Hicks of 1886-1952 were portrayed by Cassie Hassel & Kin
Hubbard. Local Historian, Ron Irick shared Logan County’s pioneer
history. Lastly, Tom O’Connor & Beth Harman talked about 1953 to
the Present. The musical selections were performed by the Logan
County Bicentennial Choir, directed by Mike Kildow with David Martin
on the piano. Stayed tuned for more Bicentennial events to come!

County Commissioners

Pictures courtesy of Bellefontaine Examiner.

Joe Antram
John Bayliss
Dustin Wickersham

Ben Stahler & Margaret Piatt

Bob Lucas & Cassie Hassel

Tom O’Connor &
Beth Harman
LOGAN COUNTY

BICENTENNIAL

BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members are REFERRED as the Chamber receives inquiries each month about our community.
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BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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Community News cont.
2018 Doors of Encouragement!
All proceeds for this event benefit Logan County residents going
through cancer treatment or to provide preventative screenings and
education.
The auction will take place on
Thursday, April 26th
at the Logan County Fairgrounds.
For more information on Doors of Encouragement CLICK HERE.

3-on-3 Outdoor
Basketball Tournament
Benefitting Union Station
For more information contact
Union Station or CLICK HERE.

BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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Community News cont.

You never need to feel alone.
Individuals or families impacted by drug or alcohol addiction and mental illness can
feel isolated and without options. Consolidated Care can help!
Call 1-800-465-8065 or call the crisis hotline any time at 1-800-224-0422.
You may also submit an online request for help.

Lutheran
Community
Services
•

Free meal program to all who
come through the door.

•

Meals Serviced from 4:30pm6:00pm Monday– Friday

•

Call 937-592-6325

Transportation for Logan County
provides general public transportation
service to all citizens and visitors of
Logan County.
For more information
call 937-593-0039

Recovery Zone
440 South St. Paris St.
937-593-9391

Offer a safe and supportive environment,
which provides education and peer support
for those with mental illness and addiction
during their journey of recovery.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Bringing People Together—Connecting People and Improving Communities.
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Your Chamber Management Team
Paul Benedetti
President/CEO
937-599-5121
ceo@logancountyohio.com

Chairperson

Chairperson Elect

Rick Hatcher

Terri Schneider

Thompson, Dunlap &
Heydinger, Ltd.

Retired

Retired

John Bodin

Erin Henry
Vice President of Operations
937-599-5121
vp@logancountyohio.com

Kelsey Longshore
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
tourism@logancountyohio.com

John T. Belser

Secretary/Treasurer

Susan Karg
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
info@logancountyohio.com

Belser Accounting and
Tax Service, Inc., CPA

Vice Chair

Darrin Haubert
Past Chairperson

Wells Fargo Advisors
FiNet, LLC

Rick Gildow
Economic Development
937-599-5121
ecodev@logancountyohio.com

Download Our App
Please visit the Community Calendar for
upcoming events throughout Logan County
by clicking this link:
You

http://
www.logancountyohio.com/
index.html#section-calendar.

The Logan County Chamber is part of a national network that connects chambers throughout the country. Downloading the free My Chamber App is useful
for not only where you live, but also where ever you
travel.
Update your business information, add upcoming
events and share Hot Deals by logging into your
Chamber Master account. Call us with questions!

BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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