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Business of the Month
Please Join Us in Congratulating the Ohio Caverns as April’s
Logan County Chamber Business & Entrepreneur of the Month.
In August of 1897, while investigating the disappearance
of water into a sinkhole in a nearby field, a farm boy discovered a grouping of underground passageways. After
digging down a few feet, he uncovered an opening to a
cave that had started forming as early as several thousand years earlier during the Ice Age. The cave, which
was formed out of soluble limestone bedrock, is estimated
to be approximately 400 million years old. Ground water
dripping through the cave’s ceiling formed stalactites,
stalagmites, and a mineral coating all over the cavern’s
walls, floor, and ceiling.
Not long after its discovery, the Caverns opened for business. The original 100 acres purchased for the caverns is
situated in between both Champaign and Logan Counties,
Tim Grissom & Eric Evans
making it a centrally located destination for many in our
area. In 1925, a more geologically interesting section of the cave was uncovered, and the original
opening was closed. In that same year, the Caverns were incorporated.
Since then, Ohio Caverns has become one of Ohio’s top tourist destinations, attracting visitors from
all over the state, country, and the world. The Caverns is home to Ohio’s largest known cave system, with over 2 miles of passageways. The depth in the passageways ranges from 30 feet to 103
feet at its deepest. Inside, amongst a wide array of formations and features which come in all different colors, ranging from blue, to orange, to reddish black, is the most famous formation of allthe Crystal King. At almost five feet long, 400 pounds, and over 200,000 years old, it is one of the
largest and most perfectly formed stalactites in history.
Guests who visit the Caverns have several different options for tours during their Summer Session,
which occurs May 1st through September 30th. Those include: The Natural Wonder Tour, The Historic Tour, The Combo (a mix of the Historic and Natural Wonder), and the Limestone Tour, which
is designed for guests with limited mobility. During their Winter Session, visitors can enjoy a tour
with highlights from the Natural Wonder Tour and the Historic Tour, plus a section of the cave not
toured during the summer. The caverns remain at a steady 54 degrees year-round, allowing for a
cool retreat during the summer months, and a warm escape during those cold Ohio winters.
The staff at Ohio Caverns works together year-round to ensure every guest has a wonderful experience. Former Owner Max Evans was a pioneering force in Logan County Tourism, and was instrumental in the creation of the Logan County Visitors Bureau. The Visitor Bureau’s annual award is
named in his honor. Currently, Max’s nephew, Eric Evans, President of the Caverns, and Manager
Tim Grissom lead the team in daily operations, which include: cave tours, sales in their gift shop,
and maintenance of their 35-acre park, which is complete with a playground, pavilion, and shelter
houses perfect for family gatherings. Visitors to the gift shop will discover the largest rock, mineral,
and fossil collection in the state. The items are imported from countries all over the world to be
sold in the gift shop, making Ohio Caverns a destination in Logan County for unique gifts.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
. BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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Business of the Month cont.
The Ohio Caverns is recognized as an Ohio Natural Landmark, and is a member of both the National Caves Association and the International Show Caves Association. They also have received recognition from the Environmental Protection Agency for their efforts in protecting the groundwater in
the area. They pride themselves in being stewards of the natural attraction they manage. As it is a
non-renewable natural resource, they focus specifically on conservation, protection, and education,
so that generations can continue to enjoy the natural beauty of the caverns.
To attract visitors from a wide array of places, the Caverns utilizes a multi-faceted marketing strategy. Their marketing plan includes: brochure distribution, billboards, traditional media outlets such
as newspapers, and a strong web presence. Part of their presence online can be seen through their
active pages on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr, and Instagram. In addition, their website offers a feature that allows users to review prices, and make ticket purchases online before stepping
foot on the grounds.
The Caverns became Chamber members for the connections that the organization provides to its’
members. As members, the Ohio Caverns feel more “plugged in” to the community. They feel the
networking events that the Chamber provides are very valuable, and allow them to meet new people and introduce them to opportunities which help to grow their business.
We thank the team at the Ohio Caverns for their 38 years of Chamber Membership and for their
service and commitment to Logan County.

Ohio Caverns
2210 E. S.R. 245
West Liberty, OH 43357
937-465-4017
info@OhioCaverns.com
www.OhioCaverns.com

. BENEFIT: Members gain CREDIBILITY by being a part of an organization that has served the community for over 70 years.
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Tourism
Logan County Chamber of Commerce Marketing Grant
The Marketing Grant is available for new and existing community friendly events that will
take place in Logan County. It is designed to assist organizations in developing events
that create media exposure, increase area economic impact, and generate awareness
that Logan County is a year-round destination.
Applications will be reviewed with the following items in mind:


Quality of marketing plan





newness of event

sustainability of event

stability of presenting organization


quality and uniqueness of event

For more information, call the Chamber at 937-599-5121. For an application, click here

GOBA IS COMING TO LOGAN COUNTY!
29th Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure
June 17th—24th
Bikers will begin arriving on June 21st & will depart on June 23rd.

Interested in Being a Part of this EVENT?
Attend the meetings at the Chamber Office.
For more information on GOBA Click Here.
If you have questions, contact the Logan County Chamber
937-599-5121 or email info@logancountyohio.com—24th

BENEFIT: The Chamber champions BUY LOCAL, encouraging residents to support local businesses.
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Education & Industry

WORKFORCE EXPO
HUGE SUCCESS!
The Logan County Chamber of Commerce was proud to partner
again with the Midwest Regional Educational Service Center to
organize the 2nd Annual Workforce Expo! This important event
helps to bring education and industry together with the purpose of
better educating juniors and seniors as to the various post graduation career pathways. Over 50 local employers were on-site to talk
with these students. Students were able to complete employment
applications, and in many cases, students were granted on-site
interviews for employment.

Thank You to all of the local businesses
who partnered with us to make this event possible!
BENEFIT: The Chamber promotes WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, to raise the skill level of our industries associates.
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Chamber Events

Legislative Meeting Tuesday April 11th 7:30am
Please join us Tuesday April 11th as the
Legislative Committee discusses

“State of the County Law Enforcement.”
The Legislative Committee welcomes Logan County Sheriff, Randall
Dodds. A native of Logan County, Dodds received his Ohio Police Officer
certification in 1983 and became a member of the Bellefontaine Auxiliary
Police Department that same year. In the late 1980’s, he transferred to
the Logan County Sheriff’s Office as auxiliary staff and in 1991, became a
full-time deputy. He has been with the Sheriff’s Department for over 25
years. Join us as we learn about his first days in office and other important Logan County Sheriff
Logan County issues.
Randall Dodds

Tuesday, April 11th at 7:30 a.m.
Meetings are open to the public and held at the Chamber Office.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive EDUCATION through entrepreneurial seminars & legislative, safety, & human resource events.
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Attend the Safety Council Meeting April 20th at 7:30am
Please join us on Thursday, April 20th at 7:30am for the Logan County Safety
Council meeting held at Ohio Hi Point in Room 102-A.
Josh Grappy, UAS Program Coordinator, Ohio BWC
will present on:

“Integrating Drones as a Safety Tool”
Josh oversees the Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) program for the
Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation. The UAS program plans to use
drones to document catastrophic workplace accidents investigated by
the Safety Violations Investigation Unit. Additionally, the program provides information to Ohio employers on how to implement UAS within
their own businesses in a safe and responsible way. Josh is a certified
remote Pilot in Command (FAA Part 107 remote pilot with a small UAS
certification). Josh also works as a Digital Forensic Analyst within the
Special Investigations Department and is a 16 year BWC employee.

Josh Grappy
UAS Program Coordinator
Ohio BWC

Safety Council is a monthly program hosted by
the Logan County Chamber of Commerce and is
always held on the third Thursday of each month.

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook! We're constantly updating our page with the latest in member
and community news, plus fun photos of local events
and milestones. Find a link to our Facebook page
here:

https://www.facebook.com/logancountychamber/
Follow us on Instagram @livelogancounty. This
page has the newest photos that we’ve captured from all over Logan County. Find a link
to our Instagram page here:
https://www.instagram.com/livelogancounty/

BENEFIT: Chamber members receive DISCOUNTS on BWC premiums.
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Chamber Events cont.
Young Professionals March Event
Block Tour of Columbus Avenue &
Business After Hours Event
Thank You to Native Coffee Co., Wilkins Schroeder Accounting
Group, Hickory Medical Primary Care, & Tanger’s Furniture for your
participation in our March event!

Coming in April
“How to Communicate
Across Generations”
When: April 11th
5:30—7:00 p.m.
Where: National Salt Distributors
Join us as we learn effective methods of communicating with
all age groups in the workplace.
Sponsored By:
The Logan County Young Professionals meet the second Tuesday of every month starting at
5:30. Locations and topics of discussion are to be announced. For updated information, check
out the Logan County Young Professionals Facebook page here.

For information on how to be involved in the group,
contact the Chamber at 937-599-5121.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: The Chamber provides INFORMATION AND SUPPORT for start-up businesses.
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Membership News

Business After Hours — Fion Wine Room

Welcome Our New Chamber Members
Donnellon McCarthy Enterprises

4894 Bailey Ln.

Swartz Contracting &
Emergency Services

James Donnellon

Bailey Williams

Ben Swartz

209 N. Main St.—Suite 1A

4271 Twp. Rd. 188

2622 Baty Rd.

Lima, OH 45801

West Liberty, OH 43357

Lima, OH 45807

419-231-4106

937-844-0305

419-331-1024

jgogley@dmlima.com

baileylaynephotography@yahoo.com

ben@swartzcontracting.com

www.donnellonmccarthy.com

www.4894baileyln.com

www.swartzcontracting.com

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Gain AWARENESS for your business through special advertising in the Chamber Chat, available only for members. PAGE 9

Membership News cont.
BWC Proposes Another $1 Billion
Workers’ Compensation Rebate
For the third time in four years, BWC is poised to return more than $1 billion dollars
to Ohio’s private and public employers. An improving safety climate, good fiscal
management, and better than expected investment returns have resulted in the
State Insurance Fund having a net position of more than $9 billion. This proposal
will be presented to the BWC Board of Directors for a first read on March 15, and
then must have a second read and be approved by its board on April 28. If this proposal is approved, most rebates would equal 66% of the employer’s premium for the
policy year ending June 30,2016 and BWC would expect to mail checks in early July.

To learn more about this Proposal Click Here.
ARE YOU
CONNECTED?

The Chamber is

Connecting People & Improving Communities


Membership brings credibility to your business




Attending networking events and programs
Engage in local government and current events



Increase your visibility in the community


Customer referrals to your business


Making new business contacts

 Are you in the know?
Receive monthly newsletters and community updates


Have a digital presence on our website:
www.LoganCountyOhio.com



Buy Local and Chamber Choice programs
Not a Member?
Contact the Chamber and “Get Connected” today!

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES through Chamber sponsored events.
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Community News
Doors of Encouragement
As you may have noticed, March 25th marked the first
day that the downtown streets were lined with Doors
of Encouragement. These doors will be on display
until Sunday, April 23rd. The doors will then be auctioned and ALL proceeds will directly benefit our
friends and neighbors undergoing cancer treatments.
Support our local warriors by attending this auction.

Thursday, April 27th
6:00 p.m.
At the Logan County Fairgrounds
For more information CLICK HERE

SAVE THE DATE
Friday, May 5, 2017
To learn more about this
important event
Click Here

BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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Community News cont.
BENJAMIN LOGAN HIGH SCHOOL’S
JAPANESE CULTURE & LANGUAGE CLASSES
LEARN THE ART OF CALLIGRAPHY
Students enrolled in Japanese 2 and Japanese Culture once again
through the Japanese National Honor Society Program, had the
opportunity to attend a calligraphy demonstration by calligraphy
performers: Sennunn-sensei and Saiunn-sensei, who both reside in
Columbus. This marks the third year that these performers have
graciously agreed to visit the Benjamin Logan campus to share
various aspects of the Japanese culture. The event was organized
by the JNHS Supervisor, Dai Yamamoto.

Let’s Play Together:
A Night of Charity & Laughter
A fundraiser for inclusive/accessible playground equipment for
Logan County by the Dare to Be Aware Club in conjunction
with Ohio Families Affected by Autism.
WHERE: THE HOLLAND THEATRE
WHEN: Saturday, April 29th
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
AUCTION: 6:00 p.m.
COMEDY SHOW FEATURING JOE JACKSON: 7:30 p.m.
(Show may contain some adult humor)
TICKETS: $15—$25
Available at the door or Click Here to purchase them online.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Bringing People Together—Connecting People and Improving Communities.
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Your Chamber Management Team
Paul Benedetti
President/CEO
937-599-5121
ceo@logancountyohio.com
John Bodin

Chairperson Elect

Rick Hatcher

Chairperson

Wells Fargo Advisors
FiNet, LLC

Thompson, Dunlap &
Heydinger, Ltd.

Retired

Darrin Haubert

Erin Henry
Vice President of Operations
937-599-5121
vp@logancountyohio.com

Ali Parthemore
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
tourism@logancountyohio.com

Susan Karg
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
info@logancountyohio.com

John T. Belser

Vice Chair

Laura Miller

Secretary/Treasurer

Past Chairperson

Belser Accounting and
Tax Service, Inc.

Mary Rutan Hospital

Rick Gildow
Economic Development
937-599-5121
ecodev@logancountyohio.com

Download Our App
Please visit the Community Calendar for
upcoming events throughout Logan County
by clicking this link:
You

http://
www.logancountyohio.com/
index.html#section-calendar.

The Logan County Chamber is part of a national network that connects chambers throughout the country. Downloading the free My Chamber App is useful
for not only where you live, but also where ever you
travel.
Update your business information, add upcoming
events and share Hot Deals by logging into your
Chamber Master account. Call us with questions!

BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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