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Homecoming Family Restaurant
Recognized as Entrepreneur
of the Month

Business of the Month
Please Join Us in Congratulating Homecoming Family Restaurant
As March’s Logan County Chamber Business & Entrepreneur of
the Month
The Homecoming Family Restaurant is located at 1330 N. Main Street,
Bellefontaine where entrepreneur Donald Barnett built The Red Lantern.
In the 1970’s, Donald Barnett moved his restaurant to another location
and the building was purchased by Don and Carol James who opened
the Homecoming Restaurant.
The building underwent major renovations in the 1980’s adding a new
kitchen and dining rooms. In 2001, the James’ were looking to lease
their restaurant and caught the eye of Jack Davis (who has since retired) and Ron Sidle who were both long-time employees of the Empire
Family Restaurants. They were currently operating Motor Inn Family
Restaurant, on Route 33 and Route 127 between Columbus and Fort
Wayne, and were looking to build a second restaurant and believed that
Bellefontaine would be a good spot. When they became aware that the
James’ were looking to lease the Homecoming Restaurant, they decided
to lease instead of build and changed the name to Homecoming Family
Restaurant, in order to stress their family atmosphere.
In 2002, they hired Christine Ricketts to serve as their General Manager
running the day-to-day operations. Teresa Rumer and Lisa James, two
of the original employees, are still an integral part of the kitchen operations.

Christine Ricketts

The Homecoming Family Restaurant’s Gift Shop is located in the original
Red Lantern building and features many items from local businesses. When
browsing, you will find items like Hall’s Country Kettle Corn, and a wide
variety of gourmet caramel apples and pretzels from The Sweet Life Kitchen.

General Manager

The Homecoming is a family style restaurant, open seven days a week. They serve an all you can eat
breakfast buffet that is available on the weekends along with a lunch time soup and salad bar during
the week. One interesting fact about the restaurant is that they have served meals to Earle Bruce, the
Ohio State Football Coach, and Hugh Downs, a television personality.
Their marketing strategy centers around what they have learned about their customers. “We have
learned that our customers come to restaurant for good comfort food. New menu items only work if
they are consistent with that vision, and our staff reminds us of that!”
The Homecoming Family Restaurant was recently recognized by the state for their partnership with the
RTC Employment Services. Homecoming manager, Christine Ricketts, has had a number of employees
through that partnership, and is excited to help people learn new job skills.
They believe that their Chamber membership benefits them by keeping them connected to the local
community.

We thank Homecoming Family Restaurant for their 16 years of loyal service to Logan County and for
their 16 years of Chamber membership.

Homecoming Family Restaurant
1330 N. Main St., Bellefontaine, OH
937-592-7961 • www.homecoming.embarqspace.com

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
. BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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Chamber News
Local Business Receives National Recognition
Brewfontaine has been voted as the #1 Beer Bar in Ohio by
CraftBeer.com Readers

CraftBeer.com readers were asked to nominate their favorite craft
beer bar in their state and fill out a short survey about what makes
it so great. Craft Beer fans cast over 7,000 votes between
November and December 2016. We are so fortunate to have the
Ohio winner in Logan County.
Congratulations to Brewfontaine for this great recognition and
thank you for what you are bringing and adding to our
community!

Click Below
for a list of the Winners.
Great American Beer Bars 2017

Tourism
Logan County
Travel Passport
The Logan County Visitors Bureau is excited to announce a brand
new program that encourages visitors and locals alike to discover
Logan County. Pick up your travel passport at the Visitors Bureau,
and other locations around the county. Inside, you will find several
locations to visit and explore. Once there, get your passport
stamped. Complete three stops, and you’ll receive a coupon card
full of deals. Complete six, and you’ll win a $5 Chamber Choice Gift
Check. Once you complete twelve, you’ll be entered into a drawing
for our grand prize gift basket, which includes an item from each
stop.
This program is free to our members. Want to reserve your
spot in the passport? Call the Visitors Bureau at 937-599-5121

There’s No Place Like Logan County For
Your Next...

Making Plans for This Summer?
Choose Logan County!


Boating, Fishing, Swimming, and Hiking at Indian Lake



Zip Lining and Challenge Courses at Markin Zipline Adventures



Cave Exploring at Ohio Caverns



Horseback Riding, Hayrides, Petting Zoo, and Climbing Wall at Marmon Valley Farm



Concerts and Performances at the Holland Theatre



Uncovering the Past at the Logan County History Center, Orr Mansion, and the
Transportation Museum



Discovering Logan County’s Pioneer Spirit at the Piatt Castles
For more information, click here

BENEFIT: The Chamber champions BUY LOCAL, encouraging residents to support local businesses.
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Education & Industry
JOB READINESS CREDENTIAL PROGRAM
JOB READY!!
Is your high school senior job ready? Are you aware
of the “Job Readiness Credential Program” offered to
all students in Logan County free of charge? After
completion of this program with all the requirements
met, your child will receive a “Workplace Credential
Certificate”. When your child earns this certificate, it
means they are competent and qualified for employment in Logan County. It is also their ticket for a
guaranteed interview with a participating business
(providing positions are available). Your school is
committed, several businesses are committed, and many students have already
committed to this 10 step progression to job readiness and their employment portfolio.
The Logan County Collaborative spoke with schools and business/industry
representatives to discover what were the difficulties they were facing and how
they could work together to build a better pathway for the future employees of Logan County, the students. They found students needed more soft skills training,
interview skills that meet business/industry standards, & the importance of being
drug free and workplace attendance. These are just a few top things that students
will learn through this program. In addition, The Logan County Collaborative has
also started industry tours, internships, a Career Fair, and Workforce Expo for Logan County students and continue searching for ideas to help the future of our students.
The purpose of all of these programs and activities are to help Logan County
H.S. students be job ready. Whether they are going to college, or straight into the
workforce, all students need these skills. By completing the credential program,
they will not only be certified, but the hope is that with these skills they will be
more confident in themselves.

For more information on the Student Credentialing Program Click Here. For a
Student Credentialing Application Click Here. School contact information is listed in
your packet or you can contact Erin Henry, Vice President of Operations at the
chamber 599-5121 or vp@logancountyohio.com.
Click Here to set up your user name and password for the Ohio Means Jobs Backpack. Once on Ohio Means Jobs website click on the backpack icon. Each student
should already have this completed.

Working to bring education & industry together!
BENEFIT: The Chamber promotes WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, to raise the skill level of our industries associates.
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Chamber Events

Legislative Meeting Tuesday March 14th 7:30am
Please join us Tuesday March 14th as the
Legislative Committee discusses

“ The First 60 Days“
Join us as we welcome guest speaker, State Senator Matt
Huffman, who is currently serving his first term in the Ohio
Senate, representing the 12th Senate District, which includes
Allen, Champaign, Mercer, and Shelby counties, as well as portions of Auglaize, Darke, and Logan counties. He previously
served four terms in the Ohio House of Representatives, the
last two in leadership positions, including being elected by his
fellow legislators to serve as the second highest-ranking member, Speaker Pro Tempore. For his full biography, click here.

Tuesday, March 14th at 7:30 a.m.

State Senator
Matt Huffman

Meetings are open to the public and held at the Chamber Office.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive EDUCATION through entrepreneurial seminars & legislative, safety, & human resource events.
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Attend the Safety Council Meeting Mar. 16th at 7:30am
Please join us on Thursday, March 16th at 7:30am for
the Logan County Safety Council meeting held at Logan
County Electric Cooperative, located at 1587 C.R.
32 N., in their community room.

Dr. Heather Smith, Maze Hearing & Balance
will present on:
“Hearing Safety & Protection”
Every year, approximately 30 million people in the U.S.
are occupationally exposed to hazardous noise. Noise
Dr. Heather Smith
related hearing loss has been listed as one of the most
prevalent occupational health concerns in the U.S. for more
than 25 years. Dr. Heather Maze Smith has worked in the field of Audiology since
1990 and opened her private practice in 2010. Exposure to excessive noise during
work or leisure activities can significantly increase a person’s risk of hearing loss and
potentially worsen a pre-existing condition. Join us in March to learn more about this
important topic.

Safety Council is a monthly program hosted by the
Logan County Chamber of Commerce and is always
held on the third Thursday of each month.

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook! We're constantly updating our page with the latest in member
and community news, plus fun photos of local events
and milestones. Find a link to our Facebook page
here:
https://www.facebook.com/logancountychamber/
Follow us on Instagram @livelogancounty. This
page has the newest photos that we’ve captured from all over Logan County. Find a link
to our Instagram page here:
https://www.instagram.com/livelogancounty/

BENEFIT: Chamber members receive DISCOUNTS on BWC premiums.

PAGE 7

Chamber News

IMPORTANT!!
2017 SAFETY CONGRESS

Registration for this event is open!
Click Here for more information or to register for this event.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
MIDWEST REGIONAL ESC
The Midwest Regional ESC has implemented a similar program that Governor
John Kasich is hoping to establish at the beginning of the 2018 school year.
This legislation would require an “externship” or “onsite work experience” to be
completed by all teachers as a condition of their 5 year licensure renewal. They
would be completed through local businesses and mediated through their local
chamber of commerce.
Under this legislation, this “externship” would count toward required continuing
education credits for Ohio teachers. This legislation is an attempt to bridge the
gap between education and industry helping to better educate our students on
the necessary workforce skills to secure employment upon graduation.
Midwest Regional ESC has already implemented this program and have
had teachers successfully complete the program!

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES through Chamber sponsored events.
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Chamber Events cont.
Young Professionals February Event
Holland Theatre Tour & Speed Networking
Thank You to The Holland Theatre for hosting and to Jeff Austin
and Steve Austin’s Auto Group for sponsoring this fun event!

For information on how to be involved in the group
contact the Chamber at 937-599-5121.

COMING IN MARCH
Block Tour of Columbus Avenue &
Business After Hours Event
When: March 14th
5:30—7:00 p.m.
Stops Include:
Native Coffee Co. & Wilkins Schroeder Accounting Group
Hickory Medical Primary Care, LLC
Tanger’s Furniture
The Logan County Young Professionals meet the second Tuesday of every month starting at
5:30. Locations and topics of discussion are to be announced. For updated information, check
out the Logan County Young Professionals Facebook page here.

For information on how to be involved in the group,
contact the Chamber at 937-599-5121.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: The Chamber provides INFORMATION AND SUPPORT for start-up businesses.

PAGE 9

Membership News
ARE YOU
CONNECTED?

The Chamber is

Connecting People & Improving Communities
Membership brings credibility to your business
 Attending networking events and programs
 Engage in local government and current events
 Increase your visibility in the community
 Customer referrals to your business
 Making new business contacts
 Are you in the know? Receive monthly newsletters and community updates
 Have a digital presence on our website: www.LoganCountyOhio.com
 Buy Local and Chamber Choice programs


Not a Member? Contact the Chamber and “Get Connected” today!

Welcome Our New Chamber Members
Fion Wine Room

Computer Assist

Marketplace Café

Mike McVan

Chris Dillon

Rob Nicholson

7486 S.R. 117

133 W. Columbus Ave.

130 S. Main St. Suite 111

Huntsville, OH 43324

Bellefontaine, OH 43311

Bellefontaine, OH 43311

937-686-0035

937-592-0299

937-404-5522

contact@fionwineroom.com

www.computer-assist.com

marketplacecafe937@yahoo.com

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Gain AWARENESS for your business through special advertising in the Chamber Chat, available only for members. PAGE 10

Community News
MARKETING YOUR BUSINESS SURVEY

Be on the Look-out for this Upcoming Survey
We Need Your Help in Addressing Substance Abuse in the Workforce
In an effort to address the safety and economic threat of drug abuse in the workplace, The Logan County
Chamber of Commerce recently partnered with business and community stakeholders and Working
Partners® to launch the Working Partners® Drug-Free Workforce Community Initiative (DFWCI) in Logan
County.
A critical element of this Initiative is the collection of data to assess business perceptions, attitudes,
knowledge and practices as they relate to preventing and addressing substance abuse in the workplace/
workforce. Initiative leadership will begin collecting this data through the Business and Community Leader
Surveys.
Data collection will take place through February and March. Survey data will be supplemented with secondary data and used to compile a community report that will guide the effort to develop a strong, drug-free
workforce in Logan County.
“We realize that these surveys will provide critical data for our community report and we are working hard
to get input from as many meaningful respondents as we can,” said Paul Benedetti, President/CEO. “This data will help bring to light the issues we face in our community and help us tackle this issue in a focused way
and have true impact.”
We need your help to compile the information
needed for Logan County. When you receive the
survey, make sure you complete it.

We need to hear from you.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members are REFERRED as the Chamber receives inquiries each month about our community.
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Community News
Logan County Recognizes the Contributions of
MICHAEL WILLIAM BOW
SEPTEMBER 19, 1946 - FEBRUARY 4, 2017
Click Here for full obituary in the Bellefontaine Examiner.

SAVE THE DATE
Friday, May 5, 2017
To learn more about this
important event
Click Here

BENEFIT: The Chamber facilitates many opportunities for INVESTMENT in the success of our community.
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Community News cont.
GOBA IS COMING TO LOGAN COUNTY!
29th Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure
June 17th—24th

Bikers will begin arriving on June 21st & will depart on June 23rd.

Interested in Being a Part of this EVENT?
Attend the meetings at the Chamber Office.
For more information on GOBA Click Here.
If you have questions, contact the Logan County Chamber
937-599-5121 or email info@logancountyohio.com

THE HOLLAND THEATRE
PRESENTS:
“The Grand Tour: A George Jones Tribute”

Saturday, March 11th
7:30 p.m.

Click Here for more information about this event.
To purchase tickets Click Here.

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Bringing People Together—Connecting People and Improving Communities.
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Your Chamber Management Team
Paul Benedetti
President/CEO
937-599-5121
ceo@logancountyohio.com
John Bodin

Chairperson Elect

Rick Hatcher

Chairperson

Wells Fargo Advisors
FiNet, LLC

Thompson, Dunlap &
Heydinger, Ltd.

Retired

Darrin Haubert

Erin Henry
Vice President of Operations
937-599-5121
vp@logancountyohio.com

Ali Parthemore
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
tourism@logancountyohio.com

John T. Belser

Vice Chair

Laura Miller

Secretary/Treasurer

Past Chairperson

John T. Belser, CPA

Mary Rutan Hospital

Susan Karg
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
info@logancountyohio.com

Rick Gildow
Economic Development
937-599-5121
ecodev@logancountyohio.com

Download Our App
Please visit the Community Calendar for
upcoming events throughout Logan County
by clicking this link:
You

http://
www.logancountyohio.com/
index.html#section-calendar.

The Logan County Chamber is part of a national network that connects chambers throughout the country. Downloading the free My Chamber App is useful
for not only where you live, but also where ever you
travel.
Update your business information, add upcoming
events and share Hot Deals by logging into your
Chamber Master account. Call us with questions!

BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.
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