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For Certified Public Accountants in the Tyler
area, we call this time of year “Tax Season”.
We’re busy burning the midnight oil preparing
tax returns, completing audit reports, and
performing special projects for clients.

It may not be “Tax Season” at your
Chamber but I can tell you that it certainly is
“Busy Season”. The Chamber’s committees are
meeting and making strides on their respective
work programs. The following is a sampling of
their efforts:

The Business Relations Committee recently
sponsored the 2006 Business Expo proving that
sometimes smaller is BETTER! Many thanks to
our staff, Monica Tynes and Sherri Watson,
and volunteer chairman, B. J. Hornbostel, for
making this year’s Expo a success.

The Education and Human Resource
Committee hosted another successful Groundhog
Job Shadow Day with over 200 students and
60 businesses participating. Thank you
chamber members for your involvement and
giving our students a preview of their future. 

The Aviation Committee has been busy
meeting and promoting a letter writing
campaign to American Eagle regarding the
reduction in flights to Tyler Pounds Regional
Airport. This committee is doing all it can to
support Mayor Seeber and the City’s efforts in
retaining these flights and adding new ones. If
you haven’t written your letter..do it now! 

The Governmental Affairs Committee is
tackling tough issues that affect the future of
Smith County. This committee recently held a
meeting with elected officials and community
leaders to discuss the future jail site. 

Membership Services continues to set the
pace with more opportunities for you, our
members, to network, promote your business,
and learn more about issues that effect the quality
of life in our community. Recent events held were
the quarterly membership luncheon, business
after hours, and the small business breakfast.

Your chamber staff and its many, many,
volunteers are in the middle their “Busy Season”
and I hope that you are a part of making this
the best “Busy Season” ever!

May God continue to bless Tyler, Texas!
Walter K. Wilhelmi

Chairman’s Letter

Plans are currently underway for the 2006 Azalea &
Spring Flower Trail, March 17-April 2 in Tyler. This
annual celebration features eight miles of beautiful
home gardens filled with colorful azaleas, dogwoods,
tulips, wisteria and redbuds.

Visitors to our city can view these wonderful plants,
during their peak blooming season and experience
the beauty and vibrant colors that only an East Texas
spring can provide.

The eight mile driving tour will begin at 500 S. Broadway
(Hwy 69/Business Route) and E. Houston Street. From
there, visitors can follow the posted Azalea Trail signs as
they tour one of Tyler’s most attractive residential areas.
For the more industrious visitor, walking is a great way to
enjoy the trail and allows the opportunity to take pictures. 

On each weekend beginning March 17th, visitors will have
the chance to meet the Azalea Belles, high school coeds,
as they serve as official greeters to our beautiful flower
city. The Azalea Belles are dressed in antebellum fashion
and will be available for photographs and to answer ques-
tions about Tyler. This is a great opportunity for young
people to learn about our city and all it has to offer. Many
of these young people go on to be great ambassadors for
Tyler.

The Tyler Convention and Visitors Bureau will award prizes
in four categories to homeowners along the trail. The
awards are “Best Display of Azaleas and Spring Flowers”,
“Best Landscaped Yard”, “Best of Show” (a combination
of the first two) and the “President’s Azalea Trail Award”.  

Awards will be given to homeowners on both trails, so
there will be two awards in each category, with only one
President’s Award. Anyone interested in nominating a
home for the awards may pick up a nomination form at
the Tyler Chamber of Commerce at 315 N. Broadway, or it
can also be accessed on our website, www.tyleraza-
leatrail.com. All nominations need to be in by March 6th.
Judging will be by Tyler’s hometown celebrities and will
take place on March 9th and 10th. 

Each year the Azalea Trail becomes bigger and better! This
year the Trail will include many new events like a Native
American Cultural Festival and “Spirits of Oakwood” Living
History Tour. Some of the other events for 2006 are the
Arts & Crafts Fair, Historic Tyler on Tour, Azalea Quilt
Show, Antique Show, Porcelain Show, Apache Belle
Spring Show, Art Show & Chili Cook-Off.

Once again, the CVB will be sponsoring the ever popular
photo contest, along with the 2nd Annual contest, called
“The Bunny Hunt” (a springtime version of a scavenger
hunt). Visitors to the Azalea Trail are invited to help find all
five of the Bixby Bunny Family members, who have
become lost along the trail. 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will
be awarded, so be sure to get out there and track those
bunnies down!

Each weekend during the trail, visitors may obtain infor-
mation at the Visitor’s Information Center located in the
Chamber of Commerce from 8:30am-5pm. For a compli-
mentary visitors guide, please call 800-235-5712 or visit
www.visittyler.com

2006 Azalea & Spring Flower Trail



The hospitality award for the
1st quarter has been selected.
The award was given to Denny’s
employee Heather Smith for a
nomination submitted by a
visitor to Tyler during the
hurricane evacuations. 

The Tyler Tourism Award
program began in October 2004
by the tourism department of
the Tyler Convention & Visitors
Bureau (CVB) in an effort to
recognize hospitality workers
who provide exemplary service
to tourists in our city. Nomination
forms were provided to
participating Tyler hotels and
restaurants. Tourists then fill
them out and give them to the
CVB stating when, where & how
they received award-winning
service. Winners are chosen
each quarter by a review of the
forms and the number of forms
submitted for each individual.

“This is a great opportunity for
tourists visiting our city to show
their appreciation for outstand-
ing service in our community,”
said Justin Turner, VP, tourism
with the CVB. 

Tourists nominating these serv-
ice-workers are eligible to win
one dozen Tyler rose bushes if
their nominee if selected. 

Hospitality
Employee Wins
Tourism Award

Students Find Their Shadows At
Businesses On February 2nd
Over 200 local seniors from 11 area high schools took part in the annual Ground Hog Day Job Shadowing event held

February 2nd. Sixty-two Chamber member businesses participated representing various industries. KTBB/KDOK owner

Paul Gleiser was the guest speaker at the luncheon held at noon at the TJC West Campus. Many student and business

survey forms have been returned with many positive comments from students and businesses alike. This event is

produced each year by the Chamber’s Education Committee’s sub-committee on School to Careers. This year’s effort

was chaired by Stacey Thompson, executive director of Junior Achievement.

Progressive Dinner
An evening for Hispanic parents of high school students to learn about opportunities to attend a local community

college and university is planned for Tuesday, March 28. The event, called Cena Progresiva, EducaciÔn Progresiva, will be

presented in Spanish and will include a progressive Mexican dinner. Parents interested in attending the event should meet

at Douglas Elementary, 1508 N. Haynie, between 6:00 p.m and 6:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28, to begin the evening.

Parents will be taken by bus to The University of Texas at Tyler and Tyler Junior College for the progressive dinner and

presentations. Buses will take parents back to Douglas Elementary at 9:00 p.m. Interested parents should contact the

Literacy Council of Tyler at Douglas Elementary School at (903) 533-9034. This program is free of charge and is

sponsored by the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce, East Texas Tech Prep, Literacy Council of Tyler, Tyler Junior College,

Douglas Elementary School, East Texas Area Council–Boy Scouts of America, and The University of Texas at Tyler.

Dale Carnegie Training:
Effective Communication and
Human Relationships
No matter how sophisticated your technology, no matter how efficient your processes are, no matter how unique your

design... Sooner or later your competition will duplicate your accomplishment. The only sustainable competitive advantage

that cannot be duplicated is the quality, enthusiasm and leadership ability of your people. Recognition of this fact is the

defining premise behind Dale Carnegie Training.

Dale Carnegie Training helps transform not only your people, but also their organizations from a negative, low-productivity

workforce to one that finds ways to get the job done. Key benefits are the ability to lead with confidence, sell themselves

and their ideas, communicate persuasively, generate enthusiasm, influence others to their points of view, and learn ways

to overcome stress and worry. The Dale Carnegie Training Principles and Drivers of Success lay a strong foundation for

development. This course will help you master the capabilities demanded in today's tough business environment.

Classes now forming in Tyler to start in April 2006. For more information call Bob Asaf at 903-561-0109 or

visit our website www.texas.dalecarnegie.com. On-site training is available.



JOSEPHS CATERING
1721 S Broadway • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-595-2929

ribboncuttings

EDOM BAKERY AND GRILL AT AIRPORT
700 Skyway Blvd • Tyler TX 75702 • 903-595-0504

THE WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
400 Grande Blvd • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-581-8177

WATER EXPRESS OF TYLER 
5701 Old Bullard Rd • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-561-4554

CRISP REALTY GROUP
1929 S. Beckham • Tyler TX 75711 • 903-509-4111

ROSE TOASTERS TOASTMASTERS
3200 W Gentry • Tyler TX 75707 • 903-581-1435

FRANKLIN DENTAL CENTER
631 S Broadway • Tyler TX 75702 • 903-593-2330

ALLURE MEDICA
1916 Roseland Blvd • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-595-6226

SALADO APARTMENTS
6003 Old Bullard Rd • Tyler TX 75766 • 903-561-4816

FESTIVAL OF THE TREES AT ATRIA WILLOW PARK
3500 S Vine St • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-561-4302

JADE PANDA SALON
2011 Rickety Ln • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-509-0772

DOGWOOD HILL BED AND BREAKFAST
18317 CR 322 • Tyler TX 75706 • 903-858-1018

GOLF CONNECTION
3219 SSE Loop 323 • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-561-7122

PHYSICAL THERAPY SERVICES
5407 New Copeland Rd • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-597-3386

OCCUPATIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
5407 New Copeland Rd • Tyler TX 75703

LA WEIGHT LOSS
322 ESE Loop 323 • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-561-9525

STONE WORKS
4430 Hwy 31 W • Tyler TX 75709 • 903-526-8453

PRUDENTIAL FINANCIAL
5520 Old Bullard Rd • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-939-2111

BUILD A BUDDY
2301 S. Broadway • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-531-9669



Paula Fambrough
December

Having just completed the Chairmanship of the Contact
Club during 2004-2005, Paula now earns her 12th
Production Award as Contactor of the Month for December!
Paula has been with the Chamber for many years –
and has been recognized as Volunteer of the Quarter

during 2003 as well as being named the Mary Howes Contactor of the Year for
2003 -2004. She is also involved in other community activities as a member of the
American Cancer Society Board. Paula is the Internet Sales Director for KLTV.com.

Stan Nolley
January

Contactor of the Month for January, Stan has been a
member of the Contact Club for two years and has now
earned one production award. He is a Financial Services
professional with New York Life and is a member of
the American Red Cross Board of Directors. Stan and

his wife, Judy, are the proud parents of 2 daughters and are members of
First Baptist Church, Tyler. 

monthcontactors of the

B.J. Hornbostel Receives Volunteer of the Quarter Award
from Walter Wilhelmi, Chamber Chairman

The Volunteer of the Quarter for the first quarter of the 2005-2006 Chamber Year is B. J. Hornbostel. She served as chairman for
the Business Expo this year and has been a member of the Contact Club for 5 years receiving her life membership. She also has
been a member of the Small Business Breakfast and Business After Hours committees for many years as well as on the committee
for the Purchasing Managers Pavillion. B.J. is employed by United Heritage Credit Union.

quartervolunteer of the

chamber
receives
grant

Henry Bell receives a

Wal-Mart Civic Support Grant

from Mark Graham,

Co-Manager of Wal-Mart on

South Broadway.



Larry Pyle
ABC Auto Parts
306 NNW Loop 323
Longview TX  75606
(903) 232-3060
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Sheri Taylor
Accounting Solutions
PO Box 49
Flint TX  75762
(903) 539-0621
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Donna Krumblis
AFLAC
Donna Krumblis
807 Fox Cove St.
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 581-9536
Sponsor: Alicia Barrett

Ms. Annetta Carter
Annetta Carter /
Prudential Financial
5520 Old Bullard Rd Ste 120
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 939-2111
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Ronna Moore
Automotive & Moore, Inc.
ASE Certified
1205 E. Fifth St
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 593-7767
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Brian Carr
B’clean
10179 Wooded Way
Whitehouse TX  75791
(903) 253-6003
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Ms. Kerri Alexander
Benchmark Career Institute
100 Independence Pl Ste 409
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-4902
Sponsor: Amy Cunningham

Mr. Shawn M. Haney
Bride & Beyond
3650 Old Bullard Rd Ste 110
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 509-4703
Sponsor: Shawn Haney

Mr. Cary Watson
Broadway Yamaha Suzuki
400 S Broadway
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 595-6288
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Carol Parker
Certified Horsemanship
Association
5318 Old Bullard Rd
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 509-2473
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Greg B. Murphy
ChowCab.Com, Inc.
4828 S Broadway PMB 135
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 258-2402
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Mr. Mitchell Collins
Collins Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
305 S Broadway Ave Ste 403
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 526-2000
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Mr. John Cordova
Cordova Kreiter /
Pillsbury GMAC
Lake Palestine
16434 FM 344 W
Bullard TX  75757
(903) 520-5321
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Mr Rich Davis
Cox Media
1001 E Southeast Loop 323
Ste 210
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 534-0757
Sponsor: Traci Stienmiller

Sissy Lambott, RN
Cypress Home Care, Inc.
1700 S Southeast Loop 323
Tyler TX  75707
(903) 566-7507
Sponsor: Tanya Redic

Dr. Christine Powell
Dermal Perfection
6453 S Broadway
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 592-1800
Sponsor: Shawn Michael Haney

Mr. Eric Brooks
East Texas Auto Leasing Inc.
17434 SW Hwy 155 S
Flint TX  75762
(903) 581-8893
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Mr. Stephen Graves
Economy Glass and Mirror
19456 Hwy 155 S
Flint TX  75762
(903) 000-0000
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Mr. Bud Berry
Edom Bakery and Grill
at the Airport
1533 VZCR 4810
Chandler TX  75758
(903) 595-0504
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Mr. Jerry Dengler
Elite Lab Services, Inc.
4613 Troup Hwy
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 509-3522
Sponsor: Richard Solomon

Judy Pond
EXCO Resources
100 Indepedence Pl Ste 404
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 534-1796
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Rocky Gill
Express ePay
4603 Troup Hwy
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 592-9999
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Mr. Chris Beaty
Fairway Auto Center
4827 Troup Hwy
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-5454
Sponsor: Shane Rohrback

Mr. Gary L. Fox
Gary L Fox / Stewart Family
Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 581-2008
Sponsor: Chris Stewart

Mr. David Hayes
Hayes RV Center
5009 Judson Rd
Longview TX  75605
(903) 663-5488
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Mr Brad Woodard
Heart to Heart Hospice
of Tyler
401 E Front St Ste 120
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 593-6619
Sponsor: Chris Stewart

Ms. Jamie Leach
High Definition Advertising
3420 Johnette St
Shreveport LA  71105
(903) 283-4115
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Ms. Lan Gain
Jade Panda Salon
2011 Rickety Ln
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 509-0772
Sponsor: Alicia Barrett

Leah Q. Owen
Joseph’s Catering
1721 S. Broadway
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 595-2929
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Mr. Shawn M. Haney
Kids SCENE
3650 Old Bullard Rd
Ste 110
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 509-4703
Sponsor: Shawn Haney

Kurt Kitchings
KNUE,KKTK,KISX,KYTL
Kurt Kitchings
3810 Brookside Dr.
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 581-0606 Ext: 213
Sponsor: Amy Cunningham

René L. McCarty
Life Time Health
4290 Kinsey Dr Ste 200
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 534-0773
Sponsor: Dora Benevidez

Danan K. Lievens
Lone Star 24 HR Bail Bonds
119 W Ferguson
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 597-0911
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Luis Arteaga
LOUIE’S Mobile
DJ Service
Tyler TX  
(903) 245-2629
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Ms. Mary McGough
Market and Money
Management /
heditrading.com
512 East Ferguson
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 592-2131
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

McAlisters Catering
4325 Old Bullard Rd
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 939-3300
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Steve Niedrauer
Navis Pack & Ship Centers
11850 Constantin Ave
Tyler TX  75708
(903) 877-4545
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Mr. Bryan Hindman
Oklahoma Wesleyan University
2201 Silver Lake Rd
Bartlesville OK  74006
(800) 375-4647
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Shawn Michael Haney
Platinum Agency
3650 Old Bullard Rd
Ste 130
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 509-4837
Sponsor: Shawn Haney

Kristy Redman
Prestige Estates
6928 Paluxy Dr.
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-6102
Sponsor: Dora Benavidez

Mr. Ed Santos
Prevent Computer Crash
4546 S Broadway Ste B
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 258-9784
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Denise McDonald
Quality Retail Services
436 Hideaway
Lindale TX  75771
(903) 882-0678
Sponsor: Chris Stewart

Dr. Wayne Hostetler
Rose City Neurology
1312 Doctors Dr.
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 526-4344
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Amy Cunningham
Rose Toasters Toastmasters
3200 W Gentry Pkwy
Tyler TX  75707
(903) 581-1435
Sponsor: Amy Cunningham

Mr. Ross B. Meek
Ross B Meek /
Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 581-2008
Sponsor: Chris Stewart

Susan Dollgener
Salado Apartments
6003 Old Bullard Rd
Tyler TX  75766
(903) 561-4816
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Sara Velia
Sara’s Bakery
1419 E Erwin
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 593-6180
Sponsor: Sheila Bilingsley

Ms. Debra Dial
Shapes Fitness
212 Grande Blvd
Ste C-102
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-7789
Sponsor: Dora Benavidez

Jennifer Ware Myles
SLAX Communications, Inc./
Pulse Tyler
PO Box 7233
Tyler TX  75711
(903) 714-4015
Sponsor: Tanya Redic

Mark Clay
Southern RV, Inc.
11271 Hwy 69 North
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 882-3225
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Dr. Dean A. Darr, D.C.
Spinalaid Center of Tyler
649 S Broadway Ave
Ste I
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 526-2225
Sponsor: Tanya Redic

Michael Starr
Starr & Starr PC
3304 S Broadway
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 595-2550
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Amanda Froebe
State Farm Insurance
2808 S Main Ste. L
Lindale TX  75771
(903) 882-5333
Sponsor: Gillian Brasfield

Stefan P. Thiele, MD, PA
1100 E Lake Ste 220
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 595-0105
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Steven M. O’Neal
4290 Kinsey Dr.
Ste 3
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-0533
Sponsor: Shawn Haney

Staci Doty
The Bed & Breakfast at
Cherokee Trace
Rt 5 Box 2479
Jacksonville TX  75766
(903) 683-3322
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Mr. John Fry III
The Beef Shop Co.
2808 S Main Suite O
Lindale TX  75771
(903) 881-9054
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Mr. Jeff Lambrecht
The Lambrecht Co., LLC
7524 S Broadway Ste 105
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 939-1902
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Mr. Richard Reddick
The Troxel Company
4295 Hayes St
Tyler TX  75707
(903) 561-6853
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Ms. Sandra McNeese
The Wedded Bliss
Bridal Magazine
931 Shiloh Rd
Longview TX  75604
(903) 295-1284
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Ms. Joanne Ortiz
The Woodlands
400 Grande Blvd
Tyler TX  75703-4168
(903) 581-8177
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Mr. Todd Coates
Todd Coates / Hibernia
Investments LLC
PO Box 8417
Tyler TX  75711
(903) 579-9789
Sponsor: Micheal Lavender

Ms. Paula Daugherty
Total Staffing
3800 Paluxy Dr Ste 404
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 509-9888
Sponsor: Alicia Barrett

Mr. Mike Munson
Tyler Clean Professional Services /
Tyler Window Cleaning
Pressure Washer and More
1527 Luann Lane
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 216-2945
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Mr. Floyd Davis
Tyler Overhead Door, Inc.
11601 Spur 248
Tyler TX  78707
(903) 566-2057
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Virginia D. Clark
Virginia D Clark CPA
401 E Front St Ste 224A
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 520-4780
Sponsor: Shane Rohrbach

Mr. Randall K. Lawrence
Water Express of Tyler
5701 Old Bullard Rd
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 561-4554
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Brad Watson
Watson Commercial
Construction, LLC
2233 Deerbrook Dr.
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 581-0393
Sponsor: Rachael Griffith

Norma Machowski
West Lake Baptist
1439 Fm 313 South
Chandler TX  75758
(903) 849-6042
Sponsor: Chris Mills

Ms. Valerie Smith
Yahooz
1437 Vanderbilt Dr
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 839-9350
Sponsor: Micheal Lavender

newmembers
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Chairman of the Board ......................................Walter Wilhelmi

Chairman-Elect of the Board..............................Tony Cain

Past Chairman of the Board ..............................Jeff Austin III

President/CEO ....................................................Tom Mullins

Chief Operating Officer ......................................Henry Bell

Treasurer ..............................................................Rocky Gill

Convention & Visitors Bureau Chairman..........Laura Corbett

Area Development Council, Chairman..............Dr. Aubrey Sharpe

Business Development Council, Chairman........Charlott Mapes

Membership Services Council Chairman ........Robert Hancock
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2005-2006

2929 Crow Rd.
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