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CREATING A STRONG LOCAL ECONOMY - PROMOTING THE COMMUNITY - PROVIDING NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS OF BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT - POLITICAL ACTION

A NEW Journey Begins…
by Paul Farmer, Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce President/CEO

I

’m excited to have taken the first
steps on my journey leading
the Chamber.  It’s particularly
interesting because, in this world of rapid
change, we don’t know exactly where
we’ll end up.   But the Board and I have
some ideas on the directions we should
head, and I’d like to take a moment to
share some thoughts with you.

It’s about
personalization

“One size fits all” died a long time
ago.  The Chamber is working on doing a
better job of understanding our members
and your needs.  While it’s an imperfect
exercise, I believe most of our members
fit into one of these groups:  Small
Businesses, Large Businesses, and NonProfits/Government Agencies.  Each has
distinct concerns.  We’re more effective as
a Chamber when we recognize this and
can deliver to each of these groups.

Delivering tangible
value for our members
We’re striving toward the day when
the attitude of “how does this help our
members” permeates everything we
do at the Chamber.  We’re re-thinking
what we do, with this focus. Here’s an
example of a new benefit: photos of
ribbon cuttings and open houses are now
being shown during the evening news
(courtesy of KION/KCBA).  

Using tools and
technology better
The most important factor in growing
a healthy economy over time is being
able to do more with less – increasing

productivity.  We live in a marvelous era
where tools and technology help us do
just that and the Chamber is getting on
board.

Deliver on the vision

We must remember why the Chamber
is here (see the “five pillars” above, on
this page).  We must recognize the
tremendous assets we have in this
community and within the Chamber.  
And finally, we must use them.
The Chamber has two fantastic
programs aligned with our vision that
operate through the Chamber’s Nonprofit Foundation:  Impower (building

women as leaders) and Leadership
Salinas Valley (building engaged
community leaders).  
We will give these valuable programs
greater attention so our members and
community can reap the benefits.
If you have thoughts or requests, I
work hard to make myself personally
available to our membership.  I can be
reached at President@SalinasChamber.
com or (831) 751-7725.  Thank you!

Paul Farmer,
President / CEO,
Salinas Valley
Chamber of Commerce
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Chairman’s Message

by Terry Feinberg, Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce Board Chair

In the June 5, 2012 California
primary election, the Salinas Chamber
endorsed Fernando Armenta for County
Supervisor in District 1, Byrl Smith in
District 4, Marc Del Piero in District 5,
and Rob Bernosky for State Assembly
in District 30. Smith lost to Jane Parker
in a two-way race. All of the other
Chamber-endorsed candidates will be
back on the ballot in November for the
general election.
When the Chamber’s endorsements
were made public in early May,
awareness of the Chamber’s role in local
politics was elevated. This is a good
thing! Several media outlets reported
on our endorsements. The endorsed

candidates thanked us. Some members
did too, while a few others called to
inquire into our sanity. That’s not a bad
thing.
Some members have wondered
if the Chamber has any business
endorsing candidates? The Chamber
Board of Directors believes that as
long as elected officials make it their
business to impose regulations,
establish taxes and fees, and affect the
environment in which our businesses
operate and we and our employees live,
you bet it’s our business!
One of the Chamber’s goals and
core competencies is “representing the
interests of business with government.”
In order for the Chamber to effectively
represent the interests of business, we
must have elected officials to work with
who understand and are receptive to
the interests of business.
The Chamber does not have a
political action committee, nor does
it contribute to candidates’ election
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efforts.  The Chamber is non-partisan,
and evaluates the candidates from the
perspective of the candidate’s positions
on a wide range of issues important
to the local economy and the business
community. We then endorse those
candidates we feel will best represent
the broader business community.
The Chamber’s candidate
endorsement process is fair, structured
and thorough. At the start of each
election cycle, the Board of Directors
determines which races the Chamber
will participate in. A Candidate Review
Committee (CRC) is then established
and a cross-section of members who
have been active on the Chamber’s
Government Review Committee or
Board of Directors are appointed.
Candidates complete a
questionnaire, and participate in
interviews with CRC members. The
specific process and subjects for
questioning are reviewed and revised at
each election cycle to keep us focused
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on current events and issues.
The interview process not only
gleans information on candidate
positions on issues important to the
business community, it provides the
business community the opportunity to
educate the candidates on the impacts
their decisions will have on those of
us who create jobs and generate tax
revenues.
The CRC concludes their
process by forwarding endorsement
recommendations to the Chamber’s
Board of Directors, which then
evaluates the information and issues
the endorsements on behalf of the
Chamber.
Our endorsed candidates won’t
always win. That’s ok. The most
important factors are that candidates
are thinking about issues important to
the business community and growing
our local economy, while voters
contemplate the same issues when
determining whom to vote for.

Scott Maidment
(Apex Signs & Graphics)
Guillermo Nieto
(CHISPA, Inc.)
Kevin Saunders
(California State University Monterey Bay)
Valerie Schlothauer
(Rabobank)
Abby Taylor-Silva
(Grower Shipper Association)
Claudia Villalobos
(D’Arrigo Bros. Co. of California)
LEGAL COUNSEL
Matt Ottone
CITY OF SALINAS
LIAISON
Jeffrey Weir
CHAMBER
FOUNDATION
LIAISON
Lou Cervantes

MISSION STATEMENT
As association of businesses, organized to build a strong local economy by promoting sound government, and an informed membership and community.
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¡Ven con nosotros a….!

Come see Spain with us!
BARCELONA & MADRID
GETAWAY - 8 days
November 3, 2012
Highlights

Barcelona • Las Ramblas • Parc Guell •
La Sagrada Familia • Picasso Museum •
Madrid • Paseo Castellano • Gran Via •
Plaza de Espana • Prado Museum • Toledo
8 Days • 8 Meals • 6 Breakfasts • 2 Dinners
Per Person Rates:
Double $2,949
Single $3,399
Triple $2,919
(includes round trip air from SFO)

For more info, contact our AAA agent
Marco Ruiz at (831) 645-1904 or
marco.ruiz@goAAA.com
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Community LeadeRs

Roast
Roasting...
Joanne Taylor Johnson

Roasters
Don Chapin, Jr.
Bruce Taylor
More Roasters TBA

Roastmasters
Mark Cota-Robles and Jasmine Viel
KION/CBS 46 and KCBA-FOX 35 Central Coast News

The 9 Devil Committee Chairs
LuAnn Meador, Meador Estate Vineyard
Cass Antle, Tanimura & Antle
Don (D3) Chapin III, The Don Chapin Co.
Susan Gibbons, Portobello’s Café
Lorri Koster, Mann Packing

Mark Faylor, Peninsula Business Interiors
Valerie Schlothauer, Rabobank, N.A.
Abby Taylor-Silva, Grower Shipper Association
Claudia Pizarro-Villalobos, D’Arrigo Brothers

Grand Champion Sponsors To Be Announced

“the Roast”
Dinner and Surprises!
5:30pm to 10:30pm
Saturday, September 8, 2012
Corral de Tierra Country Club
Black Tie Optional • Valet Parking
Joanne with students from Youth Orchestra Salinas

Part of the proceeds to benefit YOSAL
(Youth Orchestra Salinas) El Sistema
Tickets $175 each

Purchase tickets online at www.salinaschamber.com or call 751-7725 • Sponsorships available
We’re not just about ink & pape

BuY YOuR TICKETS EARlY– EVEnT WIll SEll OuT!

Ad designed by

com
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Government Review Council
Working for You by Norm Groot, Chamber Board Member

The Chamber’s Government
Review Council has continued to meet
the demands of a heavy political and
legislative agenda, both locally and
state-wide.  In recent months we have
completed a candidate review process
that endorsed local candidates for
Supervisor and Assembly.  The large
number of legislative bills pending in

Sacramento, as well as local ordinances,
has kept the GRC actively reviewing
potential impacts on our local businesses
and economy.
Issues that we are actively engaged in
on the behalf of Chamber members are:
• Qualified ballot initiatives, including
the ‘Special Interest Money’ and ‘Food
Labeling’ initiatives on the November
ballot
• Local ballot issues like the proposed
City of Salinas tax measures
• Single use plastic bag ordinances
and the legal issues surrounding their
enactment
• Stormwater regulations as they apply
to business and new construction

• Fort Ord Reuse Authority legislative
extension
• Labor issues such as the proposed
minimum wage increase and the
County’s local preference ordinance
• Consideration of a four-year mayoral
term in Salinas
• Support for the City & County
Government Center
The GRC is committed to staying
involved in all issues that face local
business owners, including an unending
trail of regulations and mandates.  
The Council is made up of Chamber
members who bring their areas of
expertise to the group, providing broad
knowledge on the issues.

All Chamber members are invited
to participate on the Government
Review Council at each meeting; there
are no requirements for membership
on this Council.   Meetings are held
twice monthly, on the first and third
Thursday mornings at 7:30am at the
Chamber office in Salinas.  The coffee is
always good and hot!  We welcome any
Chamber member who wants to bring a
new issue before the Council, and all are
welcome to participate in the discussions
and decisions.
For more information on GRC, please
call Norm Groot at 831/751-3100 or
Abby Taylor-Silva at 831/422-8844, GRC
Co-Chairs.

Lunch Local

Chef Lee’s Mandarin House & Steinbeck House

Enjoying lunch at
Chef Lee’s Mandarin House,
1616 North Main Street.
CEO Paul addresses a happy
crowd gathered for lunch at the
Steinbeck House,
132 Central Avenue.
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MEMBER to MEMBER BENEFITS

THESE ARE GREAT BENEFITS FROM CHAMBER MEMBERS TO CHAMBER MEMBERS
the second month free! Comcast spotlight allows
PODS (Portable On Demand Storage)
A & O Clinic Pharmacy
Palace Office Supply
local businesses to target their commercials
(831) 212-0735 Alex Fragoso afragoso@podus.com
610 East Romie Lane, Salinas
(831) 758-0976
www.aopharmacy.com

20% discount on all OTC and Vitamins.
Not valid with any other discounts or offers.

AAA

1019 Post Dr, Salinas
(831) 272-4958
www.aaa.com

All Salinas Chamber Members are now eligible
for a Group Membership benefit from AAA. AAA
will waive the Membership Enrollment fee's ($17
value) for Members who sign up for a new AAA
Membership. If you are already have an AAA
Membership come see Elizabeth Valle or Kathleen
Martinez at your local AAA office for a Member
Appreciation gift! By joining AAA, Members of
Salinas Chamber of Commerce can join over 4
million members who carry the card that gives
Peace of Mind. With one simple phone call, AAA's
dependable and hassle-free 24-Hour Emergency
Road Service is there even if you're just a
passenger! Membership starts with America's best
road service but that's only the start other benefits
include our A+ rated Automobile, Homeowners, and
Life Insurance Services.

Alvarez Technology Group, Inc.
209 Pajaro Street, Suite A, Salinas
(831) 753-7677
www.alvareztg.com

Providing IT services to all types of business,
offering 25% discount on a Network Survey.
Find out why your network is low, why your PCs
need to be frequently rebooted & how to fix it
permanently. Includes FREE bonus security health
check for your network.

Apex Signs and Graphics
590-B Brunken Avenue, Salinas
(831) 757-7377
www.apexsigns.net

Call us today and Apex Signs will underwrite the
cost of an on-site signage review and consultation.
With these difficult economic times, be sure you
stand out and make a lasting impression.

Coastal Mailing, Inc.

591 Brunken Avenue, Salinas
(831) 422-2418
www.coastalmail.com

geographically, eliminating waste and lowering
costs of televsion advertising.

Credit Consulting Services, Inc.
201 John Street, Suite E, Salinas
(831) 424-0606
www.creditconsultingservices.com

Credit Consulting Services has 40 years experience
collecting accounts receivable ìbad debtî. CCS
is offering chamber members who mention this
ad a 50% discount off of our one time set up fee
of $100.00. CCS has achieved excellent results
for our clients. With our free online reporting and
communication services you will always know the
status of your A/R. For more information please
contact Dawn Campbell.

CreekBridge Apartments

Where do you buy your office supplies?
Do you want to save money? Buy from a Green
Certified Company? Support a Central Coast, family
owned company? Then we invite you to consider:
We beat our big box competitors all day long on
Price, Personalized Service and did I say Price!!!
Call or email Cindy Heckman today so she can
show you how to start saving on all of your office
supply and office furniture needs today. Cindy at
831.646.2034 or email @ cindyh@gopalace.com

Peninsula Business Interiors

325 South Main Street, Salinas
(831) 757-4107
www.pbioffice.com

1701 Independence Boulevard, Salinas
(831) 443-3536
www.creekbridge.com

Chamber members receive a check for $350 when
you refer someone to Creekbridge Apartments and
they move in. Please call our office for details.

Buy from a 32 year old family owned and authorized
Steelcase dealership serving Monterey County.
Call Frederick DeYoung today or stop by our PBI
showroom floor conveniently located in Oldtown
Salinas for a FREE chair fitting. Be sure to ask for
special chamber member discount. Frederick at 831757-4107 or email at freddeyoung@pbifurniture.com

Mary Kay Cosmetics

Pinnacle Bank

PO Box 437, Moss Landing
(831) 818-2402
www.marykay.com/paulap

Receive complimentary facial and make up
techniques plus 10% discount on any purchase of
Mary Kay products Discount valid only with Paula.

Nardozza + Associates, Inc.
295 Main Street, Suite 230, Salinas
(831) 975-5002
www.nardozzaandassociates.com

Find out how to improve your websiteís ranking on
Google, Yahoo! and Bing. 30% discount on a basic
website SEO/SEM analysis. Plus, one year of FREE
automatic website backups with a new website
design project. N+A provides marketing, branding,
advertising and website services that get results for
todayís businesses and nonprofits.

Office Depot #925

1516 North Main Street, Salinas
(831) 443-3686
www.officedepot.com

Chamber members receive $100 off of their project
of $1,000 or more excluding postage. Offer also
includes free delivery to Salinas Post Office.
Discount applies to new customers.

Did you know? Chamber members and their
employees can save up to 60% off a list of 175
most commonly purchased items. In addition
to your special pricing you can receive 10% off
your purchase of $100 or more for the month of
April. Not yet registered? Contact the Chamber of
Commerce to obtain a Depot Program Form!

Comcast Spotlight

OfficeStar Training

Mario Rivera 1-866-621-4711 Get Comcast Business
Class Internet and Voice and we will give you

OfficeStar offers $30.00 off any regularly priced
class.

710 La Guardia Street, Salinas
(831) 754-6020
www.comcastspotlight.com

10 Ragsdale Drive Ste 155, Monterey
(831) 476-3815
www.gopalace.com

333-B Abbott Street, Salinas
(831) 755-8200
www.officestartraining.com

1368 S. Main Street, Salinas
(831) 422-0400
www.pinnaclebankonline.com

Pinnacle Bank is currently offering BUSINESS
• Business Advantage Checking
• Initial order of checks free (up to $100)
• Free Pinnacle Bank notary service
• Free online banking with Bill Pay
• Three free domestic wire transfers per month
• Free business debit card
• A full suite of cash management services
BUSINESS OWNER
• Personal checking account free of monthly
maintenance fees
• Free initial order of checks
• Free small safe deposit box (based upon
availability)
• Free online banking with Bill Pay
• Free Pinnacle Bank notary service
• Free ATM withdrawalsñanywhere

Salinas Mattress Company
540-A Brunken Avenue, Salinas
(831) 424-7473
www.salinasmattress.com

Salinas Mattress Company offers a 10% discount on
any purchase of $500.00 or more to SVCC members.

Storage Mobility PODS

10800 Ocean Mist Parkway, Castroville
(831) 632-3876
www.storagemobility.com

TMD Creative

307 Main Street, Salinas
(831) 758-6425
www.tmdcreative.com
Complimentary consultation

The Glass Guru of Monterey Co
246-A Abbott St, Salinas
(831) 758-523
www.theglassguru.com

Chamber Members for your next glass job; call on
The Glass Guru to help you get it done right. Our
customer service is top notch and we know how to
take care of our clients. We cover the entire greater
Monterey county area and provide free estimates.
Compare us on your next project and see the
difference for yourself. We value your business
and look forward to working with you. When
calling mention your member-to-member benefits
and receive 10% of any of our services. DualPane Moisture Removal, Water Spot and Scratch
Removal, Glass, Window and Door Replacements,
Commercial, Residential & New construction,
Remodel & Retrofits, Aluminum/Vinyl/Wood, Tub &
Shower enclosures, Screens, Skylights, Mirrors,
Hardware, Repairs and More

The Golden 1 Credit Union
333-A Abbott Street, Salinas
(877) 465-3361
www.golden1.com

Free checking and savings accounts to
chamber members.

Treehouse Mortgage Group
44 E Romie Ln., Salinas
(831) 758-1160
451 Washington Street, Monterey
(831) 645-1160
www.treehousemortgage.com

Treehouse Mortgage Group is delighted to offer
members of the Salinas Valley Chamber a $100
discount off our in house processing fee when we
close your next Mortgage Loan, just mention this ad.
Please visit us at www.Treehousemortgage.com
for a list of our incredibly qualified Mortgage Loan
Professionals.

Wolf Fitness Systems

14 John Street, Salinas
(800) 237-4730
www.lead-the-pack-fitness.com

10% of our general admission for our Salinas
Fitness Boot Camp

$15 off all delivery fees 20% discount monthly
storage at our Storage Center 30% discount monthly
storage on-site but wait...there's more! If you rent
for more than 3 months, forth month is free! Offer
only valid in Monterey and San Benito Counties.
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New & Renewing Members

The Chamber welcomes our new members, thanks all of our renewing members and
encourages our community to do business locally and with our members.
New Members
7-11
Bail Hotline Bail Bonds
Contreras Insurance Agency
Hastie Financial Group
Scheel Construction Incorporated
One Stop Carpet Care
State Farm Insurance
European Auto
Monterey Downs
Little Bristles
Meador Estates Vineyard
NCI Affiliates
Labor Ready – Branch 1555

Renewing Members
Edwards Truck Center, Inc
Law Offices of John E. Kesecker
Tarpy’s Roadhouse
Valley Fabrication, Inc
Manpower
State Farm
L & M Computers
Alta Surgery Center, LLC
Hahn Winery
Rio Farms
The Steinbeck House – Valley Guild
Comerica Bank
ACE Hardware
Allstate / Thom Insurance & Financial Svcs
Harvest Blade and Supply Company
Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency
Office Depot, Inc #867
Brian Finegan, a Professional Corporation
Creative Labels, Inc
Harden Ranch Plaza
Higashi Farms / Easton Enterprises
Planned Parenthood
Precision Orthopedics
Salinas Golf and Country Club
Sunrise House
Casa Sorrento Pizza
Beverley Meamber
Pacific Cancer Care
RL Designs
Pediatric & Adolescent Medical Assoc of Pac Coast

Ainslie Lo Verde Insurance Services, Inc
Cassidy Turley BT Commercial
Community Foundation for Monterey County
Ag Against Hunger
CHISPA, Inc
Cal Pacific Airmotive, Inc
DataFlow Business Systems
Universal Staffing, Inc
Clínica de Salud del Valle de Salinas
Happy Boy Distributor, Inc
LeTip of Salinas
Monterey County Bank
T. Bob Uemura, Attorney At Law
Alzheimer’s Association of Monterey County
Twin Creeks Golf Course / Home of The First Tee
Wal*Mart Stores, Inc #2458
Chili’s
Corral de Tierra Country Club
Goodwill Industries & Shoreline Workforce
Development
La Plaza Bakery & Café
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC)
1st Capital Bank
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
TMD Creative
Edwards Truck Center, Inc
Discovery Luxury Motorcoach Charters
JC Penney Company, Inc
Monterey County Employees Credit Union
tBelli Business Consulting & Advising
Barlocker Insurance Agency
Natividad Medical Foundation
Enza Zaden North America, Inc
Monterey Symphony Association, Inc
Oasis Charter Public School
Palace Office Supply
Rosita’s Armory Café
Special Kids Crusade
Andrews Blueprint
Bayonet and Black Horse Golf Course
Noland, Hamerly, Etienne & Hoss
River Ranch Fresh Foods, LLC
KSBW – TV 8
Monterey Jazz Festival
S.P.C.A. of Monterey County
Salinas Valley Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 1020
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Balesteri’s
Duda Farm Fresh Foods, Inc
International Produce Group, LLC
Lopez Financial Group / Lopez Tax Service
Notre Dame High School
Pessagno Winery
Pinnacle Health Care
Royal rose LLC
Taylor Farms California, Inc
Windsor Skyline Care Center

Special Anniversaries
Celebrating 5 Years
1st Capital Bank
Monterey County Employees Credit Union
Monterey Symphony Association, Inc
Community Foundation for Monterey County
Lopez Financial Group / Lopez Tax Service

Celebrating 10 Years
International Produce Group, LLC
Universal Staffing, Inc

Celebrating 15 Years
Ag Against Hunger
L & M Computers
Rio Farms
Taylor Farms California, Inc

Celebrating 25 Years
Cassidy Turley BT Commercial
CHISPA, Inc
Discovery Luxury Motorcoach Charters

Celebrating 30 Years
Planned Parenthood

Celebrating 50 Years!
Andrews Blueprint

Member of
the Month
Bob Perkins
Bob Perkins was selected as the
Chamber’s Member of the Month for his
work leading our endorsements process
with the Candidate Review Committee.  
For more information about the
Committee and how you can get involved,
please see the Government Review
Committee article on page 6 of this Business
Journal.  
Thank you for your valuable efforts,
Bob!

Small Business Secrets Make Your Store Sign Bring in Customers!
Signage is the most cost-effective
form of advertisement for most small
businesses.  In this Business 101 session,
join one of our members (a local signmaking pro) who will teach how to get the
most out of your signs.  
We’ll also learn about signage
regulations and how the City of Salinas
is discussing relaxing some rules to help
local businesses.  
If you’re a small business that depends

Brigid McGrath Massie
leads her well-received
Business 101 discussion
on “Understanding Your
Customers and Employees
Through an
Intergenerational
Perspective” on 5/30.

on foot traffic, don’t miss this one!
July 25, 11:30-1:00pm
Location:  Salinas Valley Chamber
of Commerce, 119 E Alisal St
Cost: Members $15,
Prospective Members $25
Lunch will be provided.  To register, go
to www.SalinasChamber.com or call us at
(831) 751-7725.

Photo by Batista Moon Studio

Business 101

L to R: Charles Chrietzberg, CEO MCB; Sarah Gaebelein, AVP SBA Loan Officer; Brian Gingerich, Owner;
Stephanie Chrietzberg, SVP MCB; Ken Phillips, Vice President

Monterey Mattress Company, Inc
1714 Contra Costa, Sand City, CA 93955

(831) 899-5464

Monterey Mattress Company has been manufacturing luxurious, resort-style
mattresses for over 25 years. Our mattresses are made locally, with the highest quality
materials, and are available with natural, organic, chemical-free, green, and
sustainable features. We offer factory direct pricing!
“Monterey County Bank is the epitome of community banking. Charles Chrietzberg and
staff value a business’s impact within the community and potential of a good idea. As
Monterey Mattress Company continues expanding, MCB provides valuable advice
regarding the SBA loan program.”
Brian Gingerich, Owner

Call Monterey County
Bank Today!
Monterey (831) 649-4600
Pacific Grove (831) 655-4300
Carmel Rancho (831) 625-4300
Salinas (831) 422-4600

$5,000,000
SBA Loan Limit

Oldest Locally Owned, Locally Managed Bank
in Monterey County - OVER 30 YEARS!
#1 SBA Lender in Monterey County
Member F.D.I.C.  Equal Housing Lender
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News on Meal Periods
Related Liability by Sharilyn R. Payne, Fenton & Keller

Recent headlines have indicated that
employers no longer have to worry about
providing meal periods to employees.  
However, a closer look at the Court
decision that has led to those headlines
reveals that unfortunately, matters are not
that simple.  Under the law, employers
are still required to provide a duty free
meal period of at least 30 minutes to nonexempt employees who work 5 hours or
longer.  A new California Supreme Court
case, Brinker v. Superior Court, clarified
that an employer satisfies its obligation
to provide a meal period if it “relieves
its employees of all duty, relinquishes
control over their activities and permits
them a reasonable opportunity to take an
uninterrupted 30-minute break, and does
not impede or discourage them from

doing so.”  If the employer fails to meet
this obligation, penalties may be imposed.
The importance of this California
Supreme Court decision is that it
changed the employer’s obligation to
require that the employee actually take
a full 30-minute meal break.  Before the
Brinker case, employers had to force
employees to take a 30-minute meal
period or face payment of a penalty.  This
was burdensome for employers and did
not allow the employee the choice to
work through the meal period or take
less than 30 minutes if the employee
wanted to do so.  Now, employers have
to provide a 30-minute duty free meal
period, but they do not have to make
sure employees take a full 30-minute
meal period. Employees may now choose
to work through the meal period or
take a shorter meal period if they want
to.  As the Supreme Court explained
“the employer is not obligated to police

meal breaks and ensure no work … is
performed [during the meal period].  
Bona fide relief from duty and the
relinquishing of control satisfies the
employer’s obligations, and work by a
relieved employee during a meal break
does not place the employer in violation
of its obligations . . . .”
Although this decision has been
heralded as a victory for employers, it
still requires employers to provide the
30-minute duty free meal period, and
keep records to prove it.  To satisfy these
requirements, employers should:
• Have a written policy providing a
30-minute duty free meal period to nonexempt employees who work 5 hours or
more;
• Provide the meal period no later than
the start of an employee’s sixth hour of
work;
• Allow employees to leave the work area
or premises during the meal period;

• Communicate the policy to employees;
• Schedule meal periods to provide
work coverage and keep copies of the
schedules for four years as evidence that
employees were provided the duty free
meal periods;
• Keep accurate time records when
employees clock out and clock back in
from meal periods;
• Do nothing to coerce or encourage
employees to skip or shorten the meal
period.
The Brinker decision also addressed
the timing of meal periods, waiver of
meal periods, and rest periods, which will
be discussed in upcoming columns.
Sharilyn Payne is a lawyer with the
Fenton & Keller law firm in Monterey.  
This article is intended to address
topics of general interest, and should
not be construed as legal advice.  For
more information, please visit www.
fentonkeller.com.

U N I Q U E LY, S A L I N A S
and the VA L L E Y
Salinas and the Salinas Valley is a great place to run a business and raise a family.
We should know. Pacific Valley Bank was born and raised in the Salinas Valley.
Thanks to a solid foundation of community support, we are the Salinas based bank
that truly understands the business of community banking.

Unique, but not surprising to anyone
who calls Salinas and the Salinas Valley home.

pacificvalleybank.com
bUsinEss lEnDinG
422 Main street
salinas
831-422-5300

salinas branch
422 Main street
salinas
831-771-4330

MontErEy branch
498 alvarado street
Monterey
831-645-6560

kinG city branch
302 broadway
king city
831-385-2200

Member: FDic. Equal opportunity lender.
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Part of our heritage is the historical Salinas High School.
The original Salinas High was built in 1900 of brick and
was located across the street from where the post office
sits today. The building shown was built in 1921 and
later remodeled in the 90’s.

My Fifth Goal - There's Still Time!
by Dennis Donohue, Mayor of Salinas

I am a bit reflective these days, as
I enter my last half year as Mayor of
Salinas.  I’ve been thinking a lot about
what has been accomplished, and of
the things I’d still like to contribute.  I
recently came across the notes that I
wrote when I first considered running
for office.  I’d written down five things I
hoped to focus on as mayor.
Folks are probably pretty clear on
most of my priorities.  It’s no surprise
that my notes reflect my early and
ongoing commitment to working on
economic development, public safety,
our city’s structural budget challenges
and Salinas’ image.  I will leave it to
others to judge my performance, but I
think I have stayed true to that agenda.
In reading over my old notes, I
realized that I really never talked
publicly about my fifth priority. In
hindsight I wish I had…but there is
still time!  The fifth goal I set for myself
was….”each year to agree on ‘something
nice’ as a Council and a community,
fund it and support it.”
On of the things I have learned in my
time as your Mayor is that communities
can move forward and make progress
without City Hall involvement.  In
fact, Salinas is full of examples of great
people and great organizations that
routinely do wonderful things in our
community.
As I recall, when I wrote these notes
to myself, the ‘nice things’ that I had in
mind had to do with embracing the arts,
fighting homelessness and providing
support for seniors in our community.  
All three of these are areas that currently
being address by everyday heroes who
maintain organizations like Dorothy’s
Place, the Firehouse Rec Center, and
hold the Senior Prom…the list goes
on.  And there is no shortage of elected

official support for the amazing people
and organizations who are tackling
these issues in Salinas, inside and
outside City Hall, as well.
Council member Sanchez has long
proposed a Senior commission.  Council
member Barrera has been a great friend
to seniors at the Firehouse Rec Center.  
I still remember Josephine Morris and
helping with some of the tax measures I
was involved in.  I had no idea that city
facilities were home to programs such
as a Widow’s Support group.  She really
helped remind me why city services
and facilities are important to so many
people throughout Salinas.
Like many in our community, I have
long admired the work of Dorothy’s
Place.  As I write this they are reaching
out to the community for forty-eight
thousand dollars or be forced to cut back
programs for the least fortunate among
us.
A 10 year plan to address
homelessness in Monterey County is
in the final stages of development and
will soon be ready for public dialogue
and hopefully meaningful support.  The
homeless issue can be a difficult one
in a downtown environment.  Salinas
needs to have a serious discussion about
the issue again and soon. There is great
compassion evident in the way that our
community is approaching this issue,
but there is also a growing sense that
we must find a better way.  This will be a
tough civic test, but I believe Salinas will
make the grade.
In these final months, I’d like to
keep that fifth promise I made, to
do something nice “officially” as a
City.  There are numerous nice City
activities, official and unofficial, to serve
as examples.  I like the symbolism of
showing that we can do certain things
as a community, together.  I have always
enjoyed the City of Champions portion
of City Council meetings for instance.  
It was a great idea and always starts
Council off on the right note.
So, Salinas, I propose we do a few
more nice things!  I already cleared this
with the City manager, just to make

sure I wasn’t proposing something that
would be too much of a stretch.  I’d like
to do “something nice” during each of
the coming months, so we at City Hall
are discussing three:
1) In order to focus on the Arts…
let’s get the Yellow Hats at the Rodeo
Grounds restored before the end of the
year.  Who, knows, the restoration might
even lead to a new tourist destination,
a sculpture park or some other all-new
idea.
2) The homeless issue is a tough one,
but we do need to address it.  We will
start the process with a Council Study
Session sometime in August.  The issue
doesn’t need another meeting, but it
does require input and direction of
Council, if the City can and should have
an impact on the issue.
3) I have become a big fan of holiday
traditions.  To that end, I propose

asking OldTown, SUBA and our
Neighborhoods Associations to consider
taking our holiday traditions to the next
level.  Some great things are already
happening with Parades, Posadas, and
House Decorations…but perhaps there
is more that can be done.  There are
great global traditions that involve train
stations and merchant stalls….perhaps
we can find a train station with pretty
good parking?  Anyone know anywhere
we can look locally?!?
There are numerous “nice” priorities,
activities and goals that we will address
over time.  The important thing now is
that we all recognize that, despite all of
today’s challenges, we all benefit from
working together on the common good.  
We can all add a little more “nice” to our
community, moving forward together,
ever closer to the Great City that Salinas
is and will be.
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Office
Space
Available
Located at the

119 East Alisal Street, Salinas
• 364 Sq Ft
• Utilities included: A/C, electricity, alarm system
• Includes use of bathrooms and kitchen
• Parking immediately nearby
• Furnished with conference table, credenza and chairs

$550 a month
For more information or to schedule a visit,
please email us at info@salinaschamber.com
or call at (831)751-7725

Chamber Diplomats
Rey Lagasca & Daphne Engelken

Rey is the owner and principal of
RL DESIGNS, a Project Management,
Planning, and Drafting company
specializing in Industrial, Commercial,
and Agricultural projects.  Many of Rey's
clients attest to his professionalism,
integrity, and creativity.  At RL DESIGNS,
we always work towards the best interest
of our clients which ensures successful
projects and repeat business.  For more
information, you can visit his website at
www.RLDESIGNSolutions.com.
Rey was born and raised in Manila,
Philippines.  He is the second of six
children and the eldest son of a retired
General.  He went to an exclusive all
boys’ catholic high school where he was
a member of the varsity swimming team.  
He received his Degree in Architecture
from one of the top Universities in the
Philippines and later pursued his Master’s
Degree in Construction Management at
the University of New South Wales in
Sydney, Australia.
Aside from his company, Rey is also an
Adjunct Professor at Hartnell Community
College where he teaches Construction
Management, Construction Scheduling,
and Building Regulations & Permit
Procedures.  He also finds time to give
back to his community by volunteering in
events like the "Kiddie Kapers Parade",
"The California International Air Show",
and the "Children’s’ Shopping Tour."  In

addition, he's been a Diplomat for the
Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce
since 2009 and an Alumnus of Leadership
Salinas Valley Class XXVII.
Rey is an Associate Member of the
American Institute of Architects Monterey
Bay Chapter and a LEED Green Associate
of the U.S. Green Building Council
Northern California Chapter.  He's a
Member of the Central Coast Young
Farmers and Ranchers, Monterey County
Young Professional Group, and the Salinas
Jaycees.
Rey enjoys photography and
playing golf in his spare time.  But most
importantly, he enjoys doing arts and
crafts with his 6 year old daughter, Andrea
Isabelle, and spending time with his wife
of 8 years, Mary.  As a family, they enjoy
travelling and trying out new restaurants.

Daphne is a California native with
diverse experience in sales, business
development and fundraising. A
professional businesswoman for more than
25 years, she has been recognized often
for her accomplishments, receiving several
management and leadership awards.
Her schooling focused on performance
arts and language. She is a member of
the Monterey Chamber of Commerce,
Salinas Chamber of Commerce, PWN of
Monterey, Salinas Valley Business Women’s
Network, and a volunteer with SHS Cheer
Organization, and the Bobcat Club of
Buena Vista Middle School.  
An advocate for humanitarian and
environmental causes, she is no stranger to
media exposure and bold street campaigns.
Daphne owns the local offices of the global
franchise Tutor Doctor. Her caring and
intuitive side compliments the vision and
mission of the Tutor Doctor’s philosophy.
By handpicking tutors for their unique

abilities, she is able to match them with
client’s individual educational needs.“
We adapt to your curriculum, thereby
helping to bridge the gap between teacher,
student and parent. Making house calls is
only one of the benefits of our one-on-one
tutoring service.
Call us any day, anytime at
831-917-5347.  We’re here for you.”
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Leadership Salinas Valley
Leadership Salinas Valley thanks its Special Guests:

Congressmember Sam Farr, Class XXX and Facilitator Brigid McGrath Massie

Northeast Rotary Club members

Leadership Salinas Valley thanks its Class Night Sponsors:
Harden Ranch Plaza (Arlene Nissen)
Pinnacle Bank (Susan Black)
Central Coast Builder’s Exchange (Christie Cromeenes)
Alvarez Technology Group (Brad Griffin)

Justin Maglaleno, Arlene Nissen, and Karla Odell

Karla Odell, Susan Black and Paul Farmer

Mandy Brooks, Christie Cromeenes and Paul Farmer

Paul Farmer, John Peacock, Brad Griffin and Katie Crossgrove
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Leadership Salinas Valley
Leadership Salinas Valley Class XXX is proud of its community projects:

Central Park Community Garden
Steve McCoy, Berniz House, Tim Lewis

Housing Resource Center Branding Project
Angel Garibaldo, Ileen Groves and Joanne Bravo

Bataan Memorial
Park Revitalization
Daniella Zapata,
Mandy Brooks,
John Peacock,
Ronnie Capili,
Karla Odell

Raising a Reader
Justin Magdaleno,
Katie Crossgrove and
Alicia Gauch

La Placita - Gabriel Avalos, Maria Ramirez, Gabriela Barragan and Anna Padilla

Armory Painting (PAL)
Frank Pinedo, Janet Vazquez, Curtis Thomas and Claudia Gonzales

Leadership Salinas Valley’s Class XXX would like to thank class facilitator Brigid McGrath-Massie for her leadership expertise, wisdom, delicious sense of humor, and for guiding us
through an invaluable experience we won’t ever forget.  We’d also like to thank Ken Steen and Lou Cervantes.  Leadership Salinas Valley is lucky to have you.  Thank you!

Class XXX
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New Members

Member News
The Community Foundation for Monterey County

Always Best Care is one of the nation’s
leading providers of non-medical inhome care and assisted living placement
services for seniors.  Always Best Care is
based on the belief that having the right
people providing the right level of care
means peace of mind for the client and
family.  With access to national programs
and alliances delivered by locally based

neighbors, Always Best Care will provide a
full spectrum of care.  
Additional resources available include,
but are not limited to; “Always In Touch” free
daily telephonic contact, Philips Lifeline
Medical Alert and Philips Medication
Dispensing Service.
Contact:  820 Park Row #683,
(831)809-0288, jbrandt@abc-seniors.com

The Bail Hotline Bail Bonds is committed to
the highest standards of integrity, reliability
and service to our community. We strive
to provide excellence in customer service,
providing an informative staff, flexible
financial arrangements and a friendly
environment.
The Bail Hotline Bail Bonds is a family

business. We operate under the same values
and obligations you would expect from a
relative: Honesty, Reliability, Openness,
and Fairness. These are our core values, and
have been the foundation of our success.
Contact:  1185 N Main St. Suite 23,
(831)755-7766, sblackwood@bailhotline.
net, www.mybailhotline.com

HFG is a Registered Investment Advisory
firm focusing on financial, retirement
and estate planning, investment portfolio
management and 401(k) fiduciary advisory
services.  For individuals, we provide a
complete suite of financial planning and
investment management services, fully
integrated to help our clients be fully
prepared for retirement when and how they
wish to retire. For companies who sponsor
401(k) plans, we provide fiduciary advisory
services with regard to the selection,
monitoring and replacement of plan

investments – relieving plan trustees of their
fiduciary responsibility for plan investments
– seeking to build and maintain the best
performing 401(k) plans at the lowest
possible cost.  During 2012, HFG received
two national recognitions:  (1)  Barron’s
recognized HFG as one of the nation’s top
350 independent financial advisory firms.  
(2) 401(k) Wire recognized HFG as one of
the nation’s 500 top 401(k) advisory firms.
Contact:  1260 South Main Street, Suite
102, (831)422-8910, william.hastie@lpl.com,
www.hastiefinancialgroup.com
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The Community Foundation for
Monterey County (CFMC) embraces a
countywide vision of “healthy, safe and
vibrant communities.”  The Futer Essential
Human Services grants program is a special
three-year initiative to strengthen the
capacities of key safety net organizations
that provide basic human services for
Monterey County’s most vulnerable and
underserved individuals and families.   Not
only has the ongoing economic downturn
left many low-income people in our county
without housing, food or basic resources,
but state and federal budget cuts have
compounded the fiscal uncertainties
faced by many health and human service
organizations serving the poor.
The CFMC Futer grants program
was established this year to strengthen
the continuum of safety net and basic
human services in Monterey County.  In
total, the CFMC will invest $1,500,000
to help strengthen nonprofit human
service organizations.  Ten organizations
were awarded general operating grants
of $50,000 per year for three years (20122014) for a total award of $150,000 each.  
To receive the funding, these agencies
will work on organizational development
goals based on their assessment of what
is needed to address the challenges of
greater service demands and reduction of
traditional revenue sources.
Futer Essential Human Services Grants

were awarded to: Coastal Kids Home Care,
Community Human Services, Food Bank
for Monterey County, Franciscan Workers
of Junipero Serra, Housing Resource
Center, Legal Services for Seniors, Shelter
Outreach Plus, Sun Street Centers, United
Farm Workers Foundation, and YWCA
Monterey County.  
Futer grants are funded by the Rudy E.
Futer Fund for Human and Humane Needs
of the Community Fund for Monterey
County created in Mr. Futer’s estate and
designated for direct services, particularly
for underserved populations.
“One man’s generosity through his
estate is making a difference today in
the lives of people in need in Monterey
County,” stated Dan Baldwin, CFMC
President/CEO.“These organizations help
our neighbors make it through difficult
circumstances,” he continued.“There are
many more agencies doing excellent work
that we wished we could have funded,”
added Julie Drezner, VP for Community
Engagement.
The next application deadline for
Community Impact Grants is August
3, 2012. The mission of the Community
Foundation is to inspire philanthropy
and be a catalyst for strengthening
communities throughout Monterey County.  
For more information visit www.cfmco.
org, call 831.375.9712 or stay connected at
www.facebook.com/cfmco.

Member News
Djuna Muniz Named Manager Of Rabobank's King City Branch
Djuna Muniz has been promoted to
branch manager for Rabobank, N.A.’s King
City branch. As branch manager, Muniz
oversees the daily operations and personal
and business lending activities at the
bank’s branch and represents the bank in
community activities. She can be reached at
(831) 385-4144.

With 13 years experience in the financial
services industry, Muniz moves to branch
manager from her position as financial
services officer at the Rabobank King City
office. Muniz is a member of the King City
Chamber of Commerce, a youth leader
for the Fusion Youth Group, bookkeeper
for various non-profit organizations and a

volunteer at the Salinas Valley Fair.
With nearly 120 retail branches
(including branches in King City, Gonzales
and Soledad), Rabobank is a California
community bank that provides personalized
service and a full array of quality products to
individuals, businesses, organizations and
agricultural clients.

Ribbon Cuttings

Chamber Board Members and Diplomats assist with the ribbon
cutting for the 7-11 located at 1020 Tervern St.

The 7-11 team joins hands, with very excited Councilmember
Steve McShane in the background.

Gordon Crump, Manager of Courtyard by Marriott, cuts the ribbon
at the ceremony to unveil their classy remodeled facilities.

Courtyard by Marriott hosts a Mixer event in their new reception/
restaurant area, 17225 El Rancho Way in Salinas.

Chamber Mixer
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Calculating A Landlord's Lost Rent Claim
by Patrick Casey, L+G, LLP

When a tenant breaches a lease and
moves out early, a landlord has a claim
against the tenant for the lost rent that
the landlord would have been paid if
the tenant would have stayed through
the end of the lease.  A landlord has a
duty to mitigate its damages by trying to
release the premises after the defaulting
tenant has moved out.  A landlord’s claim
for lost rent damages against a former
tenant will be reduced, in general, by the
amount of rent that the landlord receives
from a new tenant of the premises.  A
new California case establishes that the
rent that the landlord receives from a
new tenant can be used to reduce the
landlord’s damages for the rent due not
only after the old tenant vacated the
premises but also for any unpaid rent due
prior to when the former tenant vacated
the premises.
In the case of Kumar v. Yu, the plaintiff
Parmanand Kumar owned a shopping
center in Rowland Heights.  Kumar
leased a store in the shopping center to
Alan Tsung Yu, the defendant, for rent of
$2,730 per month starting on July 1, 2001
and ending on July 14, 2006.  In July 2003,
Yu fell behind in his rent payments and
eventually was evicted and moved out in
the end of November 2003.  The landlord
Kumar leased the same store to one
tenant from February 2004 to September
2005 and then to a different tenant from
September 2005 onward.  The rent in

September, 2005 was $4,425 per month.  
The lease with the defendant Yu and
the subsequent tenants both included
common area maintenance charges to be
paid by the tenant.
In May 2007, the plaintiff sued the
defendant for the unpaid rent for the
balance of the lease term (November
2003 through July 2006) and also the
unpaid rent between July, 2003 and
November 2003 when Yu vacated the
property.  
In evaluating these claims, the trial
court had to calculate the plaintiff’s
damages based upon how much he
would have been paid under the original
lease but taking into account how much
the plaintiff did actually receive for the
property during the same period of
time.  Based upon its analysis, the trial
court determined that the defendant
owed the plaintiff nothing because the
plaintiff actually received more money,
in total, for the premises for the period
in question under the new leases then
the plaintiff would have received under
the lease with Yu.  For that reason, the
trial court awarded nothing the plaintiff
Kumar.
The plaintiff appealed the trial
court’s decision and claimed that the
trial court materially miscalculated the
plaintiff’s damages in that it applied
the excess rent that the landlord was
paid under the new leases not only
against the future rent due after Yu was
evicted, but also against the unpaid
rent that was due to Kumar from June
2003 through November 2003 when Yu

was still in possession of the property.  
In this case, the term “excess rents”
means the actual rental amount that
the landlord Kumar received for the
property after Yu was evicted from the
property minus the amounts that Yu
would have paid Kumar from November
2003 through July 2006.  In short, the
landlord Kumar received more money
from the subsequent tenants then he
would have received from Yu.  The trial
court applied the excess rent to the
amount that was due Kumar from June
2003 through November 2003 when Yu
was still in possession of the property.  
Kumar argued that this application
of excess rents to unpaid rent when
Yu still occupied the property violated
California Civil Code section 1951.2,
which specifically details the calculation
of damages to a landlord for a tenant’s
improperly breaching the lease and
vacating the property.
The appellate court acknowledges
that Civil Code section 1951.2 does
govern the calculation of a landlord’s lost
rent damages.  The appellate court also
noted that California Civil Code section
3358 states that: “No person can recover
a greater amount in damages for the
breach of an obligation, than he could
have gained by the full performance
thereof on both sides.”  In interpreting
this language, the appellate court quoted
another California case which stated
that: “(A) party damaged by a simple
breach of contract may not recover more
on the breach then the party would have
received by performance.”

In other words, a landlord cannot
get a windfall by subsequently renting
out the property to a new tenant and
getting more rent for the property than
the original tenant and still collect the
unpaid rent from the original tenant.  It
was on this basis that the appellate court
concluded that the trial court properly
applied the excess rents against the
unpaid rent when Yu still possessed the
property in calculating the amount of
the landlord’s damages for Yu’s breach
of the lease.  On that basis, the appellate
court ruled that the trial court correctly
determined that the plaintiff Kumar was
not owed any addition money from the
defendant Yu.
This case illustrates the importance
of any landlord clearly understanding
the law in calculating the total damages
to which the landlord may be entitled
to receive.  It also shows that a landlord
should not be greedy and try to obtain
more money than they would have been
entitled to receive under the original
lease that was breached.  If a landlord
finds themselves in this situation,
than the landlord should retain a
knowledgeable real estate attorney to
assist in calculating the damages that
may be due to the landlord in addition
to negotiating with, or litigating against,
the former tenant to try to collect the
proper amount due.
This article was written by Patrick
Casey, who is a business attorney with
L+G, LLP in Salinas.  You may contact
the author at (831) 754-2444 or patrick@
lg-attorneys.com.

July Chamber Events
CASA of Monterey County – Ribbon Cutting
July 10, 5:00-6:30pm. - 945 S. Main St. Ste 107, Salinas

Wild Thyme Deli & Cafe 10-Year Anniversary Joint Mixer
July 12, 5:30-7:30 Wild Thyme Deli & Cafe, 445 Reservation Road, Marina, CA - Admission $10 members and $15 prospective members

Lunch Local

July 18, Noon Famous Dave’s 1391 North Davis Road, Salinas - Lunch is on your own

Business 101

“Business Secrets - Make Your Store Sign Bring in Customers!” July 25, 11:30-1:00pm Lunch will be provided Admission $15 members $25 non members
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El CSU Monterey Bay SBDC
Es parte de

El CSU Monterey Bay SBDC y la Cámara de Comercio del Valle de Salinas
Presentan:

Como Comenzar Un Negocio Éxitoso
Fecha:

Julio 19, 2012

Tiempo:

6:00 pm-8:00 pm

Localización:

SBDC @ Salinas

La Cámara de Comercio del Valle de Salinas

119 E. Alisal St.
Salinas, CA 93901

El Taller es en Español y es totalmente Gratis!
¿Es un Negocio Realmente Para Usted?
Este taller intenta facilitar el proceso de comenzar su negocio
•

Conozca los requerimientos y procedimientos que su
nuevo negocio tendrá que establecer para ser

El Éxito de su Pequeña Empresa
es Nuestro Negocio

productivo
•

Aprenda sobre la estructura organizativa de la empresa,
sus conceptos básicos de planificación de negocios y
servicios

•

Al final del taller, tendrá una idea de cuáles son sus
próximos pasos para iniciar su negocio

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Se requiere registrarse previamente. La programación del taller
está sujeta a cambios. Inscríbase en línea en:
http://bit.ly/sbdcworkshops
O póngase en contacto con Verónica Muñoz al
(831) 675-SBDC (7232) / SBDC@csumb.edu
This cooperative agreement is partially funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration and the University of California, Merced. SBA's funding is not an endorsement of any products,
opinions or services. SBA funded programs are extended to the public on a non-discriminatory basis. This material is based on work supported by the U.S. Small Business Administration.
Any opinions, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed on this website are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA). Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance.
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