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A letter from your
President.
In Columbus, we are proud of our entrepreneurial
culture. That spirit of innovation is visible in
businesses both large and small.
Recently, new census data ranked Columbus in the
top 20 for start-up growth nationwide. The
numbers show that businesses less than a year old
grew to nearly 5 percent of the city’s total number of businesses, making it the 15th-highest start up
growth rate in the U.S.
The growing number of new ventures is just one reason for optimism. Bartholomew County’s
unemployment rate is hovering just above three percent. Manufacturing jobs are stable. Small
businesses are multiplying and empty storefronts are a rare sight. Our workforce is increasing
diverse and highly skilled. Importantly, a new generation is stepping into roles of community
leadership.
This year your chamber will continue to serve you with the great educational sessions, advocacy
opportunities and business referral programs we’re known for. Let us support your business growth
by enhancing your company’s visibility and by creating deeper connections to your customers and
your suppliers.
In 2017, your Columbus Chamber will be taking care of business – just as we’ve done for more than
100 years.
Sincerely,

Cindy Frey
President
Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
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Chamber Staff

About your Chamber.
Members First
Cindy Frey

We put our members above all else. Every business referral, every program, every event is
executed with our members' needs in mind. When conducting our business, we seek to
purchase goods and services only from Chamber members.

Creative Collaboration
As the voice of the local business community, the Chamber is obligated to represent its
members' interests in community conversations.
Kami Adams

Excellence
In Columbus, excellence is an expectation. We will perform to the very best of our abilities.

Engagement

Tim Cooney

We want our members to get a high return on investment. We work aggressively to
encourage participation and to involve our members in the work of the Chamber.

Integrity
We will do the right thing.

Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Melissa Hennessee

The Chamber models innovation and entrepreneurship in its own operations. We seek to
be a Chamber that's creative, innovative and forward-thinking.

Liz Worthington

2

2 0 1 7

C O L U M B U S

A R E A

C H A M B E R

Your member benefits.
“At the Chamber, my
husband and I were able
to get help with our
business plan. We
participated in training
and networking. I
believe that everyone at
the Chamber- the
members and staff- truly
care about my business’s
success.”
-Beth Miller, YoMaMa
Frozen Yogurt

The primary benefit of being a Chamber member is to build and grow your network.
There are so many great opportunities to do that with our events, programming and
staff. Be sure to read our monthly e-newsletter and check the web calendar to see
all the events and educational programs we have to offer.
Increased Business Visibility






Chamber Directory and Chamber website listings
Trackable business referrals from Chamber
Networking events
Access to electronic list of 600+ Chamber members for direct marketing
efforts
Ribbon Cuttings – Chamber members and Ambassadors visit your
business and an ad appears in The Republic

Educational Opportunities




Small Biz U – online business education portal
TEN Talks – Small business topics led by local experts
Special Programs – i.e. Lunch & Learns

One-on-One Small Business Counseling and Support



Service Corps of Retired Executives (S.C.O.R.E.)
Indiana Small Business Development Center (ISBDC)
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Discounts and Benefits

“I know our chamber has
our back. It is our voice
for area small businesses
and can help us with
government or economic
situations that might
arise.”
-Bruce Pollert, Pollert
Design Associates











Use of the Chamber’s meeting rooms & Sharp interactive board
Chamber member discounted advertising rates in The Business
Connection
Save $100 per credit hour in the Masters Programs at Trine University
Prescription Discount Card Program
Exclusive Chamber discounts up to 20% on rental cars through P3 Car
Rental, Your Hometown Avis Budget Location.
Save 25% off the price of Constant Contact Email services
25% Member to Member discount at Cummings Lighthouse
Comcast Business discounts
Holiday World discounted admission

Community Leadership Forums and Recognition Events





Third House Sessions – an opportunity to meet state legislators face-toface during the legislative session
Annual Meeting – a gathering of 500 community and business leaders
Women in Leadership Luncheon – a celebration of female leaders who
espouse the values of the Chamber
Venture Awards Luncheon – a celebration of business startups and
business advocates

Talent Attraction, Development and Retention
The Chamber supplies:
 Relocation information – newcomer packets distributed
The Chamber fosters:
 Columbus Young Professionals (CYP) – a professional networking group
for the “under 40”
 Columbus Multi Ethnic Association (CAMEO) – a federation of ethnic
groups who promote cultural exchange
 Leadership Bartholomew County (LBC) – development through
community leadership
 www.ColumbusTalent.com- a partnership with the Greater Columbus
Economic Development to promote jobs in Columbus, IN.
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Your chamber events.
Chamber membership opens the door to a multitude of opportunities for
making new contacts, getting exposure to new ideas and networking. For an
extensive list of upcoming events, please check out the events calendar at:
www.columbuareachamber.com

Chamber Annual Meeting
Over 500 business leaders attend this event- it is the largest event of the
year! Small to large businesses participate in this sold out event.

Venture Awards Luncheon
The Venture Awards luncheon celebrates those who dare to take risks!
Awards are presented to the business innovators and risk-takers in our
midst.

Women in Leadership Luncheon
The Chamber celebrates outstanding women who personify professional
excellence, integrity, collaboration, entrepreneurship and innovation.
This event shines the spotlight on four strong female leaders from
different sectors of the community.
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Your chamber events.
Champions of the Chamber Golf Outing
There are many ways to be a champion of the Chamber. By
participating in this Chamber tradition, you support the business
development efforts in Columbus. This event features food,
camaraderie and the opportunity to enjoy a beautiful summer day on
one of our world class golf courses.
Taste of Columbus
Savor the Taste of Columbus, featuring food and beverage samplings
from 30 local restaurants. With 2017 being the 3rd annual Taste of
Columbus event, we anticipate another sold out year!
T.E.N. – The Entrepreneurial Network Series
TEN Networking Roundtables are exciting, high-impact
and structured networking events that allow participants
to meet more than a dozen contacts in one morning. It’s
like speed-dating for the business community.
TEN Talks are educational sessions for the small business
community. These sessions focus on key topics that
affect small businesses in our community and provide
valuable information to help them grow their business.
SPARK Networking Events
Spark Columbus celebrates entrepreneurs, new business owners and
inventors who are pursuing start-up and new business ventures.
Past guests include: Ryan Hou, Tony Moravec, Amit Patel, Doug
Dayoff, Harold & David Force, and David & Brenda Simmons.
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New membership investment.
Business Category

Investment Amount
$310 (1-50 units)
$335 (51-100 units)
$435 (101- 200 units)
$505 (201 units +)

Apartments

Business & Consumer Services

$310 + $8.00 per-full time employee
$4.50 per part-time employee

Commercial Banks & Credit Unions

$515 base rate- includes first $10 million of in-county deposits
+
$25 per million($11M- $50M)
+
$12.50 per million (over $50M of in-county deposits)
$310 + $8.00 per room

Hotels & Motels
Insurance & Real Estate
Agents-Financial Advisors & Brokers
Manufacturers

$310 + $42 per agent
$310 + $4.75 per employee

Social Service
Not-for- Profits
Professionals

$310
$310 + $82 per professional

Utilities

Negotiated

Business Start-Ups*

1st year: 50% of the normal dues structure
2nd year: 75% of full dues
3rd year: 100% of full dues

*Company must be less than 6 months old and have 3 employees or less.
*$40 one-time processing fee for new members.
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Your sponsorship opportunities.
Community Leadership Level Partner
This level of sponsorship and support is designed to give maximum visibility to the
Chamber’s key community partners.











Company logo prominently displayed on the Chamber’s website homepage
which received more than 40,000 visits in 2016
Ten complimentary tickets to the Annual Meeting
Eight tickets to sponsor’s choice for one of these signature events:
o Women in Leadership Lunch (May)
o Venture Awards Lunch (August)
o Taste of Columbus (October)
Recognition at Chamber’s four signature ticketed events – Annual Meeting,
Women in Leadership Lunch, Venture Awards and Taste of Columbus
Company logo in an issue of The Chamber Connection
Special recognition in the Chamber Business Directory
Recognition as a partner in monthly e-newsletter for a total of 20,000
targeted impressions
Industry exclusivity
First right of refusal for next year

MINIMUM INVESTMENT REQUIRED: $7,500
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Your sponsorship opportunities continued…
Chamber Annual Meeting (March)
$250- $6,000

Taste of Columbus (October)
$1,000- $5,000

This is the premier event for the year. Businesses from
all segments of the membership are represented here.
Awards are given to outstanding businesses and
individuals during this lunch event.
Attendance: 400-500

A sold out event in 2015, Taste of Columbus provides
community members their only chance to taste more
than 30 restaurant vendors in one night. Attendance:
350-500

Women in Leadership Luncheon (May)
$250- $7,500

T.E.N. Series (4-talks & 4-roundtables)
$3,000-$6,000

This event is in its 4th year and growing in reach.
Recognition is given to 4 women in the community for
their outstanding leadership.
Attendance: 300-400

TEN Networking Roundtables are exciting, highimpact and structured networking …It’s like speeddating for the business community.
TEN Talks are educational sessions for the small
business community. Focus on key topics that affect
small businesses in our community and provide
valuable information to help them grow their
business.

Venture Event(August)
$250- $5,000

SPARK Events
$2,500

This event highlights our small business owners and
entrepreneurs. Attendance: 150-200

Spark Columbus celebrates entrepreneurs and new
business owners who are pursuing start-up and new
business ventures. Spark events are fun, well
attended networking opportunities.

Champions of the Chamber Golf (June)
$150-$3,000

Columbus Young Professionals
$250-$5,000

Scrambles golf tournament mixes business with fun
during this casual afternoon outing.
Attendance: 150-200

Focused on enriching the lives and retaining the
talent of the young professionals in Columbus, IN,
there are many different opportunities to have an
impact with a sponsorship.
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Chamber Annual Meeting- March
This is the premier event for the year. Businesses from all segments of the
membership are represented here. Awards are given to outstanding businesses
and individuals during this lunch event.
Attendance: 500
Bronze Sponsor $1,000
 Name featured on the event PowerPoint
 Name in event program
 2 tickets for the Annual Meeting
Silver Sponsor $2,500
 Logo featured on the event PowerPoint
 Name in event program
 4 tickets for the Annual Meeting
 Recognition from the podium
Gold Sponsor $6,000
 Company logo featured on the event web page
 Company logo featured on the event PowerPoint
 Company logo on the event program
 1 table of 10 for the Annual Meeting
 Recognition from the podium
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Women in Leadership Luncheon- May
This event is in its 4th year and growing in reach. Recognition is given to four women
in the community for their outstanding leadership.
Attendance: 300-400
Video Sponsor $1,000
 Logo included on video
 Company name with link to your website on event webpage
 2 event tickets
Silver Sponsor $2,500
 Name featured on the event PowerPoint
 Name in event program
 Company name with link to your website on event webpage
 2 event tickets
Gold Sponsor $5,000
 Company logo featured on the event web page, with a link to your site
 Company logo featured on the event PowerPoint
 Company logo on the event program
 4 event tickets
 Recognition from the podium
Presenting Sponsor $7,500
 Industry exclusivity & 1st right of refusal the following year
 Company logo on event webpage, with a link to your site
 Company logo on event program
 1 table of 8 attendees
 Ability to introduce speaker
 Recognition from the podium
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Champions of the Chamber - June
Scrambles golf tournament mixes business with fun during this casual afternoon
outing. This event has sold out for two years running.

Tee Sign Sponsor $150
 Sign with your company logo on
the course
 Name listed in the event
program & on web page

Driving Range Sponsor $500
 Sign with your company logo
 Logo on the event program
 Name listed on the event web
page
 2 complimentary lunches

Hole Sponsorship $300 (18)





Lunch Sponsor $1,500
 Name listed in the event
program
 Name listed on the event web
page
 Hole Sponsorship
 Name & logo on lunch box
 3 complimentary lunches

Sign with your company logo on
the course
Name listed in the event
program & on web page
Ability to staff your designated
hole
1 complimentary box lunch

Watering Stations Sponsor $500
 Sign with your company logo at
the drink stations on the course
 Name on the event program
 Name on the event web page
 2 complimentary lunches

Presenting $3,000
 1 team of 4 in the outing
 1 hole sponsorship included
 Logo on event webpage
 Logo on event program
 4 complimentary lunches
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Venture Awards Luncheon- August
This event highlights our small business owners and entrepreneurs. Awards are given
for Innovation, New & Emerging Business, Entrepreneur of the Year and Business
Advocate.
Attendance: 150-200
Supporting Sponsor $250
 1 event ticket
 Company name in event
program

Gold $2,500- Category Sponsor
 6 event tickets
 Recognition from the podium
 Company name in event
program
 Company representative
announces the winner

Bronze Sponsor $500
 2 event tickets
 Recognition from the podium
 Company name in event
program

Presenting $5,000
 1 table of 8 at the event
 Company logo on event
PowerPoint
 Company logo on event
program
 Enhanced listed month prior &
month of event
 Recognition from the podium

Silver Sponsor $1,000
 4 event tickets
 Recognition from the podium
 Company name in event
program
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A Taste of Columbus- October
2017 will be the 3rd year for this event. A Taste of Columbus highlights area
restaurants in a casual, fun tasting atmosphere.

Supporting Sponsor $1,000
 Company name displayed at
event
 Company name listed on
event program & web page
 3 event tickets
Presenting Sponsor $5,000
 Industry Exclusivity
 10 event tickets
 Company logo on printed
marketing materials
 Company logo on event
webpage, with link to your site
 Company logo displayed at
event
 Company logo on event
program & on the event
poster

Gold Sponsor $2,500
 Company name on event
webpage, link to your site
 Company logo displayed at
event & on event poster
 5 event tickets
 Company logo on event
program
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T.E.N. - The Entrepreneurial Network Series
Networking Roundtables
TEN Networking Roundtables are exciting, high-impact and structured
networking events that allow participants to meet more than a dozen
contacts in one morning. It’s like speed-dating for the business
community. The energy-level in the room is high and business
representatives leave with new referrals.
4 times per year
Attendance 40-50 attendees per session
Networking Talks
TEN Talks are educational sessions for the small business community.
These sessions focus on key topics that affect small businesses in our
community and provide valuable information to help them grow their
business.
4 times per year
Attendance 50-60 attendees per session

Presenting Sponsor $6,000 (or $3,000 for Roundtables OR Talks)






Opportunity to give introduction at each session
Industry Exclusivity
Exposure in email newsletters to over 1500 contacts
Company name on event webpage
A list of event attendees
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Spark Events
This is a popular after-hours networking event for entrepreneurs. Each event
features at least one successful entrepreneur sharing the details of his/her business
journey. 3 times per year
Attendance: 80 per session
Sponsorship Opportunities
Presenting Sponsor $2,500 – Sold to Jackson County Bank
 One minute commercial at each event
 Introduce guest presenter
 Hand out promotional materials
 Logo on email invites
 Logo on event webpage
 First right of refusal

Past presenters include:
 Rick Johnson, Johnson Ventures
 Ryan Hou, LHP Engineering
 Tony Morarevc, Blairex Laboratories
 Amit Patel, La Quinta Inn/Jimmy John’s
 Angie May, Data Cave
 Harold & David Force, Force Construction
 Brenda & David Simmons, Simmons Winery/450 North Brewing
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V.I.P. Season ticket pass.
With so many wonderful events full of networking opportunities and business
connections, the season pass makes sense for you! Plus, you save 20%!

“The KEY to the city of
Columbus, Indiana is the
Chamber. Our integration
into this community, a
large portion of our
business network, and
our social connections
have all come through our
involvement with the
Chamber. To anyone
joining this community, I
say, "Welcome Home!"
Your first stop needs to be
the Chamber of
Commerce and ask how
you can be involved.”

Tickets to the biggest events of the year:






Annual Meeting
Women in Leadership Luncheon
Meet the City Lunch
Venture Awards Lunch
A Taste of Columbus

V.I.P. Ticket Pass
5 events+ 1 ticket to each event = $150* (you save 20%)

Events are more fun with friends…
V.I.P. Table Pass
5 events+ 8 tickets to each event= $1,300* (you save 20%)

Dr. Brandon Gumbiner,
Indiana Podiatry Group

*Transferrable but not refundable. 12 months from date of purchase to redeem. VIP packages must be
pre-paid to receive discount.*
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Ribbon cutting packages.
Whether you are a new business, relocating your business, or have made some
significant changes to your business that you believe should be announced to the
community…A ribbon cutting package may be perfect to jump start your launch.
Ribbon Cutting – Option 1 = $250







3”x 5.5” color ad in The Republic (includes text)
Ribbon Cutting Picture added to Chamber web page
Listed in the monthly newsletter
Post on the Chamber’s Facebook page
Event posted on the Chamber’s event calendar
City official from the Mayor’s office attends

Ribbon Cutting – Option 2 = $200







3”x 3.5” color ad in The Republic
Ribbon Cutting Picture added to Chamber web page
Listed in the monthly newsletter
Post on the Chamber’s Facebook page
Event posted on the Chamber’s event calendar
City official from the Mayor’s office attends
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CONTACT YOUR CHAMBER.
Cindy Frey, President
CFrey@columbusareachamber.com
812.379.4457, ext.102
Kami Adams, Director of Operations & Finance
Kadams@columbusareachamber.com
812.379.4457, ext. 104
Tim Cooney, Director of Membership
TCooney@columbusareachamber.com
812.379.4457, ext. 103
Liz Worthington, Director of Marketing & Programs
Liz@columbusareachamber.com
812.379.4457, ext. 109
Melissa Hennessee, Project Manager
Melissa@columbusareachamber.com
812.379.4457

Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
500 Franklin Street, Columbus, Indiana 47201
812.379.4457
Monday- Thursday 8am- 5pm; Friday 8am- 4pm
www.columbusareachamber.com

Revised 1.20.2017
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