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CONSTITUTION
SQUARE

Picnic tables are located on the park grounds. No
admission charge for self-guided tours. Guided group
tours are available for a fee and by appointment only.
Park is closed November through March.

PARK HOURS:
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

DANVILLE-BOYLE COUNTY
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
105 E. Walnut Street
Danville, KY 40422
(859) 236-7794
www.danvillekentucky.com

where preservation meets progress

HISTORIC SITE
105 East Walnut Street, Danville, KY 40422

the birthplace ...

C

ONSTITUTION SQUARE HISTORIC
SITE was the birthplace of Kentucky’s statehood. In

1776, Kentucky was still a frontier and a county of Virginia.
The Wilderness Road, blazed by Daniel Boone, led pioneers through
the Cumberland Gap and into Central Kentucky. Danville’s prominent location on the Wilderness
Road caused it to become a crossroad for early settlers and a center
of political activity. By 1785,
Danville was chosen as Kentucky’s first seat of government;
and a meetinghouse, courthouse
and jail were built to administer
the growing territory. Still bound
to Virginia laws, several Danville
citizens formed the Political Club
MEETINGHOUSE
that recognized the need for a
convention to discuss statehood.
Between 1784-1792, 10 constitutional conventions took place at
the courthouse of Constitution Square. In 1790, Kentucky delegates
accepted Virginia’s terms for separation, and the state constitution was
drafted at the final convention in April 1792. Shortly thereafter, on
June 1, 1792, Kentucky became the 15th state in the union, and Isaac
Shelby, a Revolutionary War hero, was named the first governor of the
Commonwealth.

THE GOVERNOR’S CIRCLE

A bronze statue depicting the state seal is the centerpiece in a circle
of plaques dedicated to each Kentucky governor. The state insignia
depicts two friends embracing, representing the motto, “United We
Stand, Divided We Fall.”

THE CONSTITUTION SQUARE COURTHOUSE

The original log courthouse, completed in 1785, housed the Supreme
Court of the District of Kentucky and the 10 constitutional conventions, which led to statehood. A replica of the original stands on this
site today.

JAIL

One of the first directives of the Kentucky Supreme Court was the
construction of a jail. Like the replica at the site today, the original jail
was a formidable stockade, constructed with 9-inch thick logs.

MEETINGHOUSE

A meetinghouse was erected in 1784 under the direction of the Rev.
David Rice. It housed the Concorde Presbyterian Congregation, the
first Presbyterians in Kentucky. A replica of the building stands on the
site today.

POST OFFICE

This original building, built
pre-1792, served as the first post
office west of the Allegheny
Mountains. The first mail was
delivered on Nov. 3, 1792.

FISHER’S ROW

The two, two-story brick houses
are joined by a common wall.
POST OFFICE
These row houses were built
in 1817 by Jeremiah Fisher for
rental property. The buildings house the Danville Boyle-County
Economic Development Partnership communications department,
the Danville-Boyle County Chamber of Commerce, and the Arts
Commission of Danville-Boyle County.

WATTS-BELL HOUSE

This house, circa 1816-1817, was built by William Watts for Danville
merchant David Bell. Like Fisher’s Row, the Watts-Bell house is constructed of brick in the Flemish bond pattern. The building houses
the Danville-Boyle County Economic Development Partnership
executive offices and a conference room.

SCHOOLHOUSE

This is the first brick schoolhouse west of the Alleghenies, circa 1820.
Today, it is used as a conference center and meeting space.

GRAYSON’S TAVERN

This original tavern was built
in 1785 by Benjamin Grayson.
The tavern was often the meeting
place for the Political Club and
the scene of many statehood
debates. It houses the Danville-Boyle County Convention
and Visitors Bureau.

ALBAN GOLDSMITH
HOUSE

GRAYSON’S TAVERN

This circa 1820 brick house was
the residence of Dr. Alban Goldsmith. Dr. Goldsmith was a pupil
and assistant to Dr. Ephraim McDowell, whose home is located
opposite Constitution Square on Second Street. Goldsmith assisted
Dr. McDowell when he performed the first ovariotomy on Jane Todd
Crawford in 1809, pioneering abdominal surgery. This building houses the Heart of Danville Main Street Program and the Constitution
Square gift shop.

... of Kentucky

