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#TinaTuesday

A Word from the CEO
Hello Pleasant Hill Chamber Members and Community,
We are very excited to announce that we have launched our newly
redesigned website at www.pleasanthillchamber.com!
It is more user friendly, and packed with new information and new photos.
Most importantly, we have added our enhanced directory listing feature to
all chamber member listings. This means you can now post videos, photos,
logos, news releases, key words, links and a web map pin on your website
directory listing at no extra charge! Please contact our office if you need
assistance in taking advantage of this NEW member benefit. Thank you for
your continued support and see you around Pleasant Hill!

Steve Van Dorn
President & CEO

This week's #TinaTuesday was eye opening and heartbreaking
at the same time, so bear with me as I touch on a subject many
of us are completely unaware of (at least I was unaware of the
enormity) and the impact it has on our community and the world. I
met with Executive Director, Sharon of New Day for
Children today, and to say I was stunned, saddened, and then
uplifted is an understatement. New Day for Children was started
10 years ago by the First Covenant Church of Oakland who
reached out to the Oakland Police to see how they could help
with the fast-growing sex trafficking of children. Since their
inception, New Day for Children has rescued 75 children (soon
to be 77) from sex trafficking. Most of the children are girls, but
there are boys as well. For every 30 girls there is 1 boy sold into
sex trafficking every 2 minutes, which estimates say is over 20
million worldwide (I can't even comprehend the enormity). Sex
trafficking is the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the world,
because unlike stealing a phone or a car for a one-time payout,
sex trafficking is a continual income source for these criminals or
what they are now being called "slaveholders." One of the other
statistics Sharon gave me was that there are at least 1 or more
children in every middle and high school in the country being
sex trafficked, and that if your child has a phone and access to
the internet, they are vulnerable. The average age of the children
being taken is 13 years old. One of the young girls that New Day
rescued (she actually saved up her money to take a bus from
Southern California to find New Day), was intentionally born for
sex trafficking. She had no record of her birth, no social security
number, not even a birth date. They had to do a complete
physical including dental exam just to get an estimate on how old
she truly was, which they are estimating is 16 yrs old (I truly
can't even imagine).

Chamber Announcements
T he Chambe r is ple as e d to pre s e nt the
*January Bus ine s s Me mbe r of the Month
Congratulations to
Miche le R ows on from
Envis age Companie s

Now, let's talk about the positive things that New Day is doing to
help these children. New Day rescues these children and
places them in a boarding school in Northern California where the
program is tailored to their individual needs. These programs
provide safe and secure living environments for children from
California and other states until they are healthy and prepared to
live again with their families or guardians or until attaining
adulthood. The fully accredited curriculum is tailored to their
individual academic level and life goals. These children live in
loving, nurturing family like environments where they have a
hope of recovering their lost childhoods and building trust. The
children and staff eat together and enjoy tasty healthy meals.
Animal therapy is provided for the children to build trust,
empathy and responsibility more quickly than might be
otherwise possible. The children have the opportunity and joy of
serving others who like themselves, have experienced great
challenges in their lives. They move beyond victim mode to
seeing themselves as persons of dignity with something
valuable and unique to contribute to society. New Day children
also participate in exciting outings for just plain having fun.
Swimming, water and snow skiing and visits to the ocean give
them the chance to be carefree children free from adult predators
and slaveholders. Movies, crafts and game nights, parties and
social community building events are ongoing happenings. The
cost for each child who stays at this boarding school is
44,000/year, and that includes all medical and dental as well as
extensive specialized therapy (that's actually half of what it costs
for children to live in group homes). So, as you can see even in
a dark world there is still light and hope provided to some of
these victims in desperate need for both.
New Day has some wonderful advocates in the community as
well. Alameda County D.A, Nancy O'Malley, is one of their
leading advocates. Nancy is currently working with churches in
Oakland to find a place to house these children, which will be
called "Claire's Place." Assemblymember, Catherine Baker,
just named New Day her "Non-Profit of the Month."
New Day is entirely privately funded, and they don't receive any
Government funding. One amazing studio called "Sparrow's
Nest" is helping New Day in a unique and fun way. Sparrow's
Nest Studios is a "humanitarian mixed media studio. 100%
donated to prevent American child sex trafficking and restore
rescued survivors." Sparrow's Nest makes what they call "Mala

*The Business Member of the Month will be f eatured on our website f or a month, and
in the e- newsletter f or one week out of the month, in a video taped interview with
our President & CEO, Steve Van Dorn. A special Thank You to Chamber Member,
Michael Moore f or f ilming our Business Member of the Month videos.

Feb ru ary Upcoming Eve nts !

Bracelets," which for a donation of $35 you can get one of your
very own (see pictures). From that $35 donation, $5 covers the
cost of the bracelet and $30 goes to New Day. They also do
Mala Bracelet making parties, and when you make 12
bracelets, you get to keep one. Sparrow's Nest has raised over
$10,000 so far for New Day
(Incredible). As you can see, it takes a lot to rescue these
children and change their lives forever, so if you would like to
buy a bracelet check out their instagram page
here https://www.instagram.com/thesparrowsneststudio/?
hl= en. Or, if you would like to help out New Day directly, head
on over to their website www.newdayforchildren.com, where
you can see their upcoming events, learn more about them than
I could fit in my blog, see some testimonials and even donate.
Thank you, Sharon, for taking the time to educate me on this
heartbreaking issue facing our society today, and all that you and
New Day for Children are doing to help as many as you can. I
know you said to me that you would be thrilled if you woke up
one day and didn't have a job, because the services you
provide were no longer needed since sex trafficking had ended.
We can hope and pray for that day, but for now it looks like you
will be employed for quite a while.

**S ave the DAT E! ! **
S pavia Day S pa of Ple as ant H ill
R ibbon Cutting
Tuesday, February 13th, 5:00pm - 6:30pm
45 A Crescent Drive, Pleasant Hill
Join us Tuesday, February 13, 2018, as we celebrate the Grand Opening of Spavia Day Spa with a
Ribbon Cutting.
"Spavia Day Spa, Pleasant Hill offers luxurious spa treatments, which are highly rated by our guests.
We are committed to our community and want to make a positive difference with each and every guest
who visits Spavia."
-Kristy & Booker

P.S. Sharon used to be a professional Violinist, and now she has
her M.B.A (Masters in Begging and Advocacy).

Be sure to like us on Facebook & Instagram to
stay up-to-date on where Tina will go next!
We would like to hear from you!
Tell us what you think of #TinaTuesday

Cha m b e r Ca le nd a r
**ADD TO YOUR CALENDARS!**

680 N e tworking G roup
2nd & 4th Wednesdays and Thursdays of the Month
8:30 - 10:00 am
JFK University, 100 Ellinwood Way, Pleasant Hill
Specifically designed for Chamber members who want to grow their professional network. This is a
great opportunity to share ideas, find ways to generate new business, and build connections. For more
information, please call or email the Chamber Office.

02/05/2018 - Chamber Ambassador Meeting
**Save the Date**
02/13/2018 - Spavia Day Spa Ribbon Cutting
02/14/2018 - Valentine's Day
02/15/2018 - Chamber Board Meeting
**Mark your Calendars!**
02/15/2018 - Farrington's Bar - Chamber Business Mixer
02/19/2018 - Presidents' Day
Chamber Office Closed
02/26/2018 - Government Affairs Committee Meeting
03/08/2018 - Diablo Valley College - Chamber Business
Mixer
03/27/2018 - 47th Annual Community Awards Night &
Dinner

Welcome New Members
Thank you for starting your partnership with us!

** R S VP T O DAY! ! ! **
Chambe r Bus ine s s Mixe r
H os te d by F arrington's Bar
Thursday, February 15th, 5:00pm - 7:00pm
1938 Contra Costa Blvd, Pleasant Hill
Build your business network in a casual and fun atmosphere! Join us and connect with small to large
companies and meet potential clients. As you build your business relationships, watch your business
grow.
Farrington's Sports Bar in Pleasant Hill is a great place to meet friends old and new. Watch a game on
one their 25 HD flat screen TVs, play pool, darts, or just hang out. An Irish style bar that has 4 pool
tables, 2 dart boards, and shuffleboard. DJs every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night to dance the
night away, and Karaoke on Wednesday & Sunday nights.
Fees/Admissions
Free to all Chamber Members
Guest and Non Members: $20.00

C2 Education
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
New Directions for Young Adults
John Muir Health Foundation
Pacific Funding Group
World Financial Group - a Transamerica Co
Step It Up Gym

Members: Don't forget to bring a prize for the raffle, which gives you the opportunity to
promote your business!

Alain Pinel Realtors - Rachel Baiati
Fred M. Mackay
The Father's House
Orange Theory Fitness
Nordstrom Rack

Membership Renewals
Thank you for starting your partnership with us!

January Renewals
More Than One Year
Anderson Creative
Avitus Group
Boisset Wine Living/Boisset Collection
CASA of Contra Costa County
Century 16 Downtown Pleasant Hill and XD
Changemakers Publishing & Writing
Community Focus
Got Watts Electric
Mt. Diablo Unified School District
Painting with a Twist
Rita Naman - Alain Pinel Realtors Walnut Creek
Silver Oaks Video Productions
Voss Global Communications
White Pony Express
Youth Homes, Inc.

More Than Five Years
511 Contra Costa
Colleen Callahan Insurance Services
Diablo Valley Foundation for the Aging
Edward Jones - Amy Wasser
Edward Jones Investments - Yvonne Ceresa
FarWest Sanitaion & Storage, Inc.
Foundation of Pleasant Hill Education
Julie McCoy- Remax Accord Real Estate
Pacific Gas & Electric
Soroptimists Int'l of Diablo Vista
Surfside Kids Dental
Susan Wood Photography
Walnut Festival Association

More Than Ten Years
Bassett Furniture
Cancer Support Community
City of Pleasant Hill
County Connection

More Than Thirty Years
Contra Costa ARC

G ove rnme nt Affairs Committe e
Monday, February 26th, 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Back Forty Texas BBQ
100 Coggins Drive, Pleasant Hill
The Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs Committee (GAC) provides a monthly
forum for members to interact with our local elected officials. With an ever increasing business
representation and committed leadership, we provide a unified voice on issues and projects affecting
businesses, members and citizens within the Chamber's service area.
For more information on the Government Affairs Committee, click here.

March Upcoming Eve nts !
**Add to your Cale ndar T oday ! ! **
Chambe r Bus ine s s Mixe r
H os te d by DVC and the DVC F oundation
Thursday, March 8th, 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Diablo Valley College
321 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill
Join us for our Chamber Business Mixer at DVC. Meet the leaders of DVC and the DVC Foundation,
while enjoying the amazing food provided by their catering team. Don't miss this opportunity to make
new business connections, build your network, find new clients, identify business opportunities and
connect with people who can help make this year your best year yet!
Fees/Admission:
Chamber Members - Free
Guests and non-members $20.00
*Become a Chamber Member within 30 days after the Mixer and apply those $20 to your
membership!

More Than Forty Years
Len Shapiro

City Happenings

02/01/2018 - Architectural Review Commission
Cancellation
02/05/2018 - City Council
02/07/2018 - Civic Action Commission

Members: Don't forget to bring a prize for the raffle, which gives you the opportunity to
promote your business!

**Ente r Your N ominations T oday ! ! **
47th Annual Community Awards
Tuesday, March 27th, 5:30pm - 10:00pm
Pleasant Hill Community Center

02/13/2018 - Traffic Safety Commission Meeting

320 Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill

02/13/2018 - Planning Commission Meeting

D o ing a nything s p e c ia l fo r
Va le ntine ' s D a y?

The City of Pleasant Hill, The Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce and the Pleasant Hill Rec & Park
District are very proud to host the 47th Annual Community Awards Night in the beautiful Pleasant Hill
Community Center. Your reservation includes appetizers, dinner, and a special evening recognizing
the people in our community who make Pleasant Hill a great place to live, work, and play!
The event includes awards for Citizen of the Year, Business of the Year, Teen of the
Year, Educator of the Year, Education Supporter of the Year, Mayor's Award, and several
other awards.

Check out what's going on here in Pleasant Hill!

If you would like to nominate a teacher, volunteer, business, resident or organization for any of these
awards, please complete the nomination form on the city's website
at www.pleasanthillca.org/awards. All nominations are due no later than Monday, February
5, 2018.
The nomination criteria for each award are available on the City's website
at www.pleasanthillca.org/awards.
For more information about the event or nominations, please email Martin Nelis or call (925) 6715229. Tickets for Community Awards Night are available through the Pleasant Hill Chamber of
Commerce by calling (925) 687-0700 or online at www.pleasanthillca.org/tickets.

Fee/Admission:
Individual Ticket: $50.00
Reserved Table of Ten: $500.00
Please RSVP for dinner by Friday, March 23, 2018
QR Code in Confirmation email for easy check-in

F r id a y, F e b r ua r y 9 | 6 :0 0 - 7 :3 0 p m
Cha te a u Ha ll, PH Se nio r Ce nte r
Enjoy dinner & dancing with your little sweetheart(s)! A lovely
way to celebrate Valentine's Day as a family. This event is
for both boys and girls (1-10 yrs).
Dinner included: pasta, salad, bread and dessert.
Admission: $10/50/$9.50 (Dist. Res.)
All family members must Register.

Ma ke yo ur Va le ntine ' s D a y
R e s e r va tio n T o d a y!
For a ROMANTIC evening, come celebrate Valentine's Day
at Wence's Restaurant.
Impress your sweetheart with the most romantic dinner.
Don't wait last minute and make your reservation now!
For more information email us at
info@wencesrestaurant.com, call (925) 566-8971 or
make a reservation here.
Valentine's Day Gif t Certif icates!
Surprise someone special with an outstanding
experience at Wence's Restaurant!
There's no better way to bring an amazing food experience
filled with vibrant flavors to the people you love and care
about, with a fabulous gift certificate from Wence's
Restaurant. Order it now here!

Communi ty Ne ws & Eve nts

Communi ty Sup p or t for Col l e g e Par k Hi g h

School Stud e nt, Ryan Jose p h

The Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce is proud to be a certified Green Business!

