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From the President

A

s my term as president comes
to a close, I am tremendously
grateful to so many for making
2014 a productive and successful
year. We ended the year with 22
new business, family and nonprofit members who saw the value of
joining the Chamber. To both new
and long-standing members,
thank you for your confidence
and stalwart support. The
Chamber Board of Directors is
doing everything possible to make
sure said confidence and support
are well placed.

donated to the Jaffrey-Rindge
Extended Day Program and the
Jaffrey-Rindge Memorial
Ambulance.

From start to finish, 2014 brought Suzanne and Tammy Griffin, manager of Suzanne and Ashley White, owner of
more Chamber events than ever
Tyler’s Ice Cream, present gift certificates
TD Bank, present a check to our heat
before. Many had sponsorships
to our ice cream raffle winners
raffle winner Marie Paradis of
associated with them, and all
George and Marsha Sproul.
Winchester, NH.
required months of detailed planning and orchestration by event
chairs, committee members, staff
VISION
and volunteers. To our sponsors,
The Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce supports an atmosphere where
thank you for your financial concommunity and business work together to create growth and
tributions; your generosity made a
prosperity.
huge impact on the success of our
events. To our volunteers, event
MISSION
committees, and Executive
We bring together individuals, businesses, and organizations to work
Assistant Becky Newton, the time
together for the betterment of our community.
and effort you put forth were
incalculable.

From the Chamber’s perspective,
along with thousands throughout
New England, August is synonymous with just one thing – fireworks – and thankfully, they’re
back! At its new venue, the
Monadnock Festival of Fireworks
delighted thousands with its dazzling displays. Thank you, Atlas
PyroVision, for bringing back this
regional institution and for your
generous donation to the
Chamber.

We collaborated with TEAM Jaffrey on our first activity of the year –
Honky Catz Dueling Pianos. What a night of pure fun and entertainment!
A crowd of 200 came to dance the night away to music from the sixties to
the present.
February was a very busy month with both the Monadnock Arts Auction
and the Chamber Annual Meeting. Providing a much-needed bright spot
in the depths of winter, the live and silent auctions didn’t disappoint. The
live auction at the Shattuck Golf Club was the ideal setting for socializing,
partaking of gourmet food and champagne, and, of course, bidding on
spectacular artwork.
The 32nd Annual Meeting of the Chamber brought 150 members and
friends together to recognize and honor Susan Leach, Citizen of the Year;
Sunflowers Restaurant and Catering, Business of the Year; and Monadnock
Bible Conference, Nonprofit Award winner. Outgoing directors, volunteers
and new members were among those recognized as well. Other highlights
included our featured speakers, Past Presidents Marc Tieger and Lee
Bruder, and the election of the new slate of officers and directors for the
upcoming year.
We could not have imagined the overwhelming response to a new fundraiser undertaken in 2014. The Chamber trip to China proved to be “the
experience of a lifetime” for 42 participants, far exceeding our initial
expectations. In April Executive Assistant Becky Newton made a familiarization trip to China and followed the same itinerary Chamber travelers
would take in October. Becky’s first-hand knowledge was a tremendous
asset in fielding questions and preparing tour goers for their journey.
Summer got off to a great start with two favorite annual Chamber activities. With the prospect of winning exceptional prizes and enjoying a fun
day out with friends and colleagues, golfers didn’t let occasional downpours deter them from playing in the Ron Despres Memorial Golf Classic
at The Shattuck. A portion of the proceeds from the tournament were

Rally ‘Round Monadnock was the
theme of the 7th annual motorcycle ride held on a beautiful July
day. A new twist involved a scavenger hunt rather than the traditional poker run, and bikers were
treated to a hearty lunch, music
and raffles following the ride. As
in previous years, a contribution
was made to the Marty Taylor
Scholarship Fund.

Dancing to the oldies and some
down-home Yankee humor, courtesy of Fred Marple and the Speed
Bumps Band, were the perfect combo for the Chamber’s new event in
September. It proved to be so popular that a reprise is planned for fall of 2015.
In addition to the China trip, the Chamber also sponsored a Meet the
Candidates Forum in October. Candidates for state offices were invited to
take part, giving voters a great opportunity to get to know the candidates,
ask questions, express concerns, and make better-informed decisions on
Election Day.
Santa’s House took center stage in December following months of preparation. The Santa’s House Committee spent untold hours to ensure that every
needy child in Jaffrey woke up to a Christmas to remember. The time
involved in organizing, purchasing, sorting, wrapping and distributing gifts
was enormous, but committee members and volunteers would tell you it
was well worth it to bring joy to 210 children on Christmas morning.
Thank you to everyone involved for a job well done!
Interspersed throughout the year were nine After Hours, nine breakfasts,
spring and fall roadside cleanups, two raffles, nine newsletters, and the
compilation of a community-wide business survey. The Chamber also has
responsibility for the Swap Shop at the Recycling Center, a valuable
resource for the town staffed entirely by dedicated volunteers.
All in all, it was a very busy and productive year for the Chamber, thanks
to so many who gave freely of their time, skills and energy: an enthusiastic
and industrious Board of Directors, fully engaged Past Presidents, a cadre
of remarkable volunteers, and Executive Assistant Becky Newton, who was
intimately involved with every single activity undertaken during this very
busy year and was instrumental in the success of each one.
I am grateful to each and every one of you for your contributions and
achievements of the past year and look forward to continued success in
2015!

Suzanne Mieso
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Citizen of the Year

J

ack Belletete has been selected as the 2014 Citizen
of the Year by the Jaffrey Chamber and will be
honored at its Annual Meeting on February 27 at
the Shattuck Golf Club in Jaffrey.
Jack has made significant and long-lasting contributions to the mission of the Chamber, which is “the
betterment of the community.” He has done so much
behind the scenes and continues to do so with little
or no fanfare. Jack is an open-minded individual
who over the years has graciously listened to the
plight of many citizens of Jaffrey and has helped
them in one form or another, in both large and small ways. He is always
there when needs arise and brings smiles to faces when there is fear or
uncertainty.
Jack has been engaged in the life of Jaffrey for nearly half a century. In
addition to undertaking building projects that have brought economic
prosperity to town – the Courthouse, Monadnock Plaza and the Jaffrey
Mill Condominiums, to name a few – he has served the town government
and civic organizations in countless ways, including several terms as a
member of the Jaffrey-Rindge School Board and the Economic
Development and Land Use Subcommittees for the update of the Town’s
Master Plan. He was one of the first members of the Town’s Planning Board
and helped define the role and responsibilities of the board. As a third-generation President of Belletetes, Jack has led the company to provide material and financial support to nearly every community organization and

Business of the Year

P

eople’s United Bank has
been selected as the
Jaffrey Chamber’s 2014
Business of the Year. To qualify for this honor, nominees
must be currently active in
the area and must have contributed to the betterment of this community
and their industries through service over an extended period.
Founded in 1842, People’s United Bank is a premier, community-based,
regional bank, offering commercial and retail banking and wealth management services. Its over 5,000 employees focus on providing a premier customer experience through a network of over 400 retail locations in
Connecticut, New York, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and
Maine.
The fundamental principles at People’s United Bank reflect their basic philosophy: By offering empathy and expertise to their customers, giving back
as partners in their communities, and valuing the know-how of their
employees, we all succeed together. Last year, People’s United Community
Foundation awarded over $2.3 million in grants to nonprofit organizations
throughout the communities it serves. In the Monadnock region, Shelter
From the Storm, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Western NH, Hannah Grimes
Center, the River Center and the Windy Row Learning Center received
grant monies.
Several People’s United employees in the Jaffrey branch give selflessly of
their time by volunteering with local nonprofits. TEAM Jaffrey, the JaffreyRindge Rotary, Camp Quest, high school booster clubs, the girl scouts, the
Jaffrey Fire Department, and the Jaffrey Chamber have all benefited from
their service.
People’s United has a proud legacy of investing their time, their funds and
their talent to support the needs of those around us. They are leaders in the
communities in which they work and take their responsibility to be good
neighbors seriously.

endeavor in town for the past three decades.
Jack and the entire Belletete family have been important partners in the
project to reconstruct The Park Theatre. Under Jack’s leadership, the directors of Belletetes have funded the first steps in the development of the
Theatre and the Fundraising Feasibility Study. Over the years, tables, chairs,
materials, trucks and manpower have been donated so trustees could
mount summer movie seasons and annual Open Houses. Jack was also
instrumental in transporting the 1941 historic murals so they could be
safely and securely stored. The list goes on and on.
Jack has assisted with the Jaffrey-Rindge Rotary’s Camp Quest through the
years, volunteering his time and talent by offering airplane lessons and
mentoring and teaching skills to Jaffrey-Rindge Middle School students
who may never have had this opportunity.
He has also been available to help out when there have been local disasters,
such as the ice storm of 2008. He opened the Jaffrey store, and he and his
staff, using flashlights, walked people through to locate emergency supplies.
In addition, he personally delivered generators that were on hand to help
people out. He worked with the Cathedral of the Pines to help with some
much-needed restoration after the devastating storm.
It is very apparent that Jack is a true community volunteer and an unsung
hero. He is sometimes referred to as the guy with the marshmallow shirt.

Non-Profit Award

T

he Jaffrey Chamber has
selected Good
Shepherd Rehabilitation &
Nursing Center in Jaffrey to
receive the 2014 Nonprofit
Award. This award is given annually to a nonprofit organization that displays an outstanding contribution to the area’s quality of life and has contributed to the betterment of the community through enriching and
improving the lives of its citizens. Nominees were also judged on excellence
in their industry.
The award reflects Good Shepherd’s standards of quality and care, which
have been recognized by the American Healthcare Association (AHCA). As
a 2013 recipient of the AHCA Silver Quality award, Good Shepherd is dedicated to the person-centered care model. Being a nonprofit healthcare center, Good Shepherd is driven by the mission of Catholic Charities New
Hampshire. Good Shepherd is a member of Catholic Charities New
Hampshire’s Trinity Health Partners (THP). THP is a statewide network
that provides nursing and rehabilitative care that meets the physical and
spiritual needs of their clients. THP offers short- and long-term care in a
warm and supportive atmosphere where patients are cared for according to
their individual needs.
The award also recognizes over two decades of community service to the
Jaffrey area, including its work with Meals on Wheels, providing community service programs to at-risk youth, and acting as a shelter for residents
with special needs and for the local citizenry during emergencies such as
the 2008 ice storm.
Congratulations, Good Shepherd, for your many years of contributions to
our community!
Please join us at the Shattuck Golf Club on Friday, February 27 to
recognize Jack Belletete, People’s United Bank and Good Shepherd at
the Chamber’s Annual Meeting. Tickets can be purchased online at
www.jaffreychamber.com or by calling the Chamber office at 532-4549.

Page 4

Community Betterment
Education Committee
Monadnock Bible Conference. The activities were facilitated by JRMS faculty and staff, MBC staff members, and Jaffrey Chamber members. Despite
the muddy field, our seventh grade students really enjoyed the obstacle
course—many going through the obstacle course a number of times with
the encouragement of their peers. Students climbed the army wall, which
required them to set a goal, plan how they would achieve that goal, decide
on what they needed to do first to get everyone over the wall, and then participate in a debrief of the experience. The Low ropes required students to
support each other. Active listening and synergy were necessary for students to succeed. Students played kickball with the aim of having fun and
practicing healthy competition that leads to a win-win outcome. Kathy
Batchelder facilitated the Wall debrief and bungee run. Kathy had the students’ complete attention and participation as they discussed how they
applied the 7 Habits to successful completion of the Army Wall challenge.
Special thanks go to JRMS’ own Jeremy Dionne. When we got to the
building originally intended for Karaoke—we found tractors! Jeremy was
able to change plans quickly and led his groups through basketball-based
games that were challenging, team building and a great work-out (Habit 7:
Sharpening the Saw). Donations of food were plentiful. McDonald’s
donated pies, Good Shepherd donated water, and the Chamber Education
Committee donated pizzas from Jaffrey Pizza Barn. Parents donated
healthy snacks and helped to serve the snacks too.
The Jaffrey Chamber also helped our Community Clean-Up day in April
by providing trash bags. This may seem like a small donation, but it is a
critical part of the effort our students make to beautify the towns of Jaffrey
and Rindge.

T

he Jaffrey and Rindge Chambers’ annual Education Breakfast in May
was a great success. Superintendent Jim O’Neil spoke on “Public
Schools – An Integral Component of our Communities.” The Pride Award
was presented to Deborah Thurber for Project Shakespeare, and Mariah
Maki received the Student Citizenship Award. The attendees were entertained with musical performances from both the Middle School and High
School Chorus as well as a dramatic Shakespeare scene.

This year, we had two Mini-Career Fairs for our 7th grade students. We
planned these events as an effort to provide our students with insights into
skills needed in the workforce. Members of the Jaffrey Chamber of
Commerce were quick to offer their services. We also had some presenters
from Rindge, but the core group of presenters were either members of the
Jaffrey Chamber Education Committee, or community members with a
connection to the committee.

Special thanks to Lisa Goodwin for the amazing and touching arrangement of “Blades of Grass,” performed by the Middle School Chorus.

Our gratitude to the Jaffrey Chamber Education Committee can be seen by
the enthusiasm of our students and faculty as they participate in programs
supported by the committee. Thank you and we look forward to more
wonderful programs in 2015.

The Jaffrey Chamber Education Committee did a spectacular job in 2014
supporting a variety of programs at Jaffrey-Rindge Middle School. Our
annual Foundations for Success program at the Monadnock Bible
Conference continues to be a cornerstone program for our seventh grade
students. Students were introduced to the “Seven Habits of Highly
Effective Teens” at the start of the 2013-2014 school year, and then given a
refresher on the habits prior to the program in June. Team-building activities were offered at six different locations throughout the grounds of the

The Education Committee is looking forward to a renewed partnership
between the business community and the school district in 2015. The
Phoenix Leadership Seminar is back and will be conducted in March, 2015.
Thank you to all the Education Committee members who persevered
through 2014 .
Respectfully Submitted, Diane Bush and Lori Ruscito

Spring and Fall Roadside Clean-Up

I

t is with great pleasure to thank all of our wonderful volunteers that help
with our bi-annual roadside cleanup. It is always so nice to see the town
get a clean sweep not just from the sand and salt but also from trash, debris
and all sorts of litter that has accumulated over the winter and summer
months.
Each year the Jaffrey Chamber works in conjunction with the Town of
Jaffrey and our Jaffrey Chamber Executive Assistant Becky Newton on the
distribution of the blue bags. The Jaffrey DPW assists in collecting the blue
bags after the week is over in both the spring and the fall. It is a wonderful
collaborative effort in our Jaffrey community.
Our great enthusiastic volunteers go out and collect trash along the roadside, trails and neighborhoods. We have had some of the same volunteers

for over 10 years or
more that are so
dedicated to the
mission of the
Jaffrey Chamber,
“betterment of
community.”
We look forward to
seeing our wonderful volunteers in the next few months going out for the 2015 calendar year
and continuing with our mission as well as beautification of the town.
Respectfully Submitted, Susan Peterson, Coordinator
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Community Betterment
Jaffrey-Rindge Pride Award

T

he Jaffrey-Rindge Pride Award Fund is a permanent educational
resource for community enrichment in the Jaffrey-Rindge area established by the Jaffrey Chamber in 1991.
The scholarship is available to any member of the community - whether in
the schools, public services or in the business community - and its purpose
is to provide funding to enable an educational experience that will further
the Chamber’s mission of community betterment.
Since the inception of the Pride Award Fund in 1991, more than $61,000
has been given in awards to individuals in our community for educational
endeavors.
In 2013, with the approval of the New Hampshire Charitable Trust and the
Chamber Board of Directors, the Jaffrey-Rindge Pride Award Committee
endorsed the use of the Pride Award Fund to provide the cash funding for
the annual Student Citizenship Award. This arrangement is a win/win scenario, providing greater utilization of the Pride Award’s endowed fund
while at the same time relieving some financial pressure for the Chamber.
The Pride Committee also increased the amount of the Student Citizenship
Award to $1,500. The Pride Award Committee welcomes this opportunity
to use the Pride Award Fund to do even more good for the community and
looks forward to working with the Student Citizenship Committee to coordinate the efforts of the two groups in the future.
The committee consists of two representatives each from the Jaffrey-Rindge
School District, the business community, the community at large and the
Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce.

JAFFREY-RINDGE PRIDE AWARD COMMITTEE
2014 Committee Members
Jaffrey-Rindge School District
James O’Neill, Superintendent................................................................SAU #47
Vacant
Business Community
Shirley Despres........................................................Despres & Associates Realty
Mark Bean.......................................................................... D.D. Bean & Sons Co.
Community at Large
Angela Pelletier, Jaffrey.......................................................... John Stone, Rindge
Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce
Susan Peterson................................................................................. Past President
Owen Houghton.............................................................................. Past President
Award Winners for 2014:
Recipient
Educational Purpose
Amount of Award
Deborah Thurber........... Project Shakespeare............................................... $500
Mariah Maki............. Student Citizenship Award..................................... $1,500
Fund Balance:
Beginning Value as of Jan. 1, 2014:......................................................$78,585.18
Net Investment Return:...........................................$ not available at press time
Total Awards:...........................................................................................$ 2,000.00
Ending Value as of Dec. 31, 2014.........................................................$76,585.18
plus net investment return

2015 Award Cycle: Application Deadline: Friday April 17, 2015
Award Winner(s) to be announced at
Chamber Breakfast Meeting - May 2015

Student Citizenship Award

T

he Jaffrey Chamber Student Citizenship Award is given to a graduating
high school student who has epitomized the mission of the Jaffrey
Chamber, which is “the betterment of the community.” Characteristics for
selection include, but are not limited to, community service, leadership,
dependability, conscientiousness, initiative, service behind the scenes, and
demonstrated pride in the Jaffrey community.

The winner of the Student Citizenship Award receives a lifetime membership to the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce and a check for $1,500. In 2014,
this very special honor was awarded to Mariah Maki.
While at Conant, Mariah successfully balanced her academic schedule with
leadership roles both inside and outside the classroom. Mariah distinguished herself at the Destination Imagination Global Finals by being
named valedictorian of the event. She was also actively involved with the
Girl Scouts, the Rotary Interact Club, and the National Honor Society, to
name just a few, and she served as senior class president.
Her work in the community was equally impressive. Some of the organizations that benefitted from Mariah’s time and service included TEAM
Jaffrey, the Jaffrey Recreation Department, Jaffrey-Rindge Rotary Club, the
Good Shepherd Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, the Red Cross, the Park
Theatre, and the Cathedral of the Pines.
We congratulate Mariah on her extraordinary accomplishments at Conant
and for her commitment to the Jaffrey community. We know she will enjoy
continued success as she furthers her education at the University of
Richmond.
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Community Betterment
Santa’s House
Inferno-Monadnock Chapter who sponsor Comedy Night, which has
become so important to us, and its member Bob Areias, who works hand
in hand with the committee to make the event all it can be, Jaffrey Grade
School Parents Group, Marcie Connare and Joe Manning, Givey’s Barber
Shop, Hal Liberty, our wooden toy maker, Susan Shaw-Sarles, Principal of
Jaffrey Grade School, The Alice Poole Fund, Andrew Chesney, Jesse
Wicker, Karen and Alan Morris, Philip Bibeau, Kelly Bergeron at First Title
Service, Bean Foundation, Allen and Nancy Clapp, Dr. Zane Broome at
Monadnock Dental, the Monadnock Bible Conference who hosts the annual Christmas breakfast and who donates the profits to Santa’s House,
Teleflex Medical and EMD Millipore employees and the citizens of Jaffrey
who take our tags and help to fill the need.
We also want to extend a tremendous thank you to George and Marsha
Sproul who gave us an amazing home for our workshop space, to Dee
Pelkey and Patti Cleveland for providing our wrappers with a delicious
lunch, and to the Jaffrey Recreation Department who helps us set up and
take down our workshop space. We thank the wrappers who make each gift
a delight to open for the children served.

Knights of the Inferno - Monadnock Chapter

C

hristmas 2014 has come and
gone but for 210 children in 93
families, Christmas was merry and
bright and filled with wishing. Santa
and his band of Jaffrey elves helped
fulfill those Christmas wishes.
The Santa’s House Committee would
like to recognize and thank those
organizations and individuals who
support us, many of them year after
year. They are the Knights of the

Santa’s House history is filled with giving. In the 1970s Claire Moore, who
was the Town of Jaffrey’s “Overseer of the Poor,” started a tradition, known
simply as Santa’s House. Since its inception, this organization has been run
by a dedicated group of volunteers who work with a multitude of community partners to bring a Merry Christmas to needy families in Jaffrey.
Santa’s House is a separate 501c3 organization, which is historically connected to the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce.
Lastly I would like to recognize the Santa’s House
Committee: Jan Wilkins, Sheila Girbach, Laura
Shelley, and Becky Newton. The time working with them is full of laughter, craziness
and occasionally take-out. They are Santa’s
House.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Batchelder

The Swap Shop

T

he Swap Shop continues to have an amazingly dedicated group of ten
volunteers working every Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm throughout
the year. This community endeavor would not be possible without their
team efforts and seamless cohesion. Thank you all for a job well done.
We have had some new volunteers to welcome, who joined this past year:
Linda Cram and Diana Miller. And for those of you who have continued to
be solid resources - Ruth Bailey, Joanne Buck, Carolyn Jalbert, Susan
Leach, Sue Lougee, Jeannette Misuraca, Dee Poole and Nancy Sterling-one big thank you!
Thank you again to Barry Syrjanen for the cleaning and maintenance of
the wood pellet stove during the past year at the Swap Shop. Our patrons
and volunteers appreciate the warmth it provides all winter long. Thank
you as well to New England Wood Pellet for donating the wood pellets for
the stove. And, a BIG thank you to Susan Leach for continuously checking
on volunteers each weekend and helping out. The Swap Shop will close for
its normal winter break in February and will re-open Saturday, March 21.
Our committee meets quarterly at the Jaffrey Chamber office. We are
always in need of additional volunteers, especially someone to light the
pellet stove every weekend; if you are interested, please contact Kari

Lindstrom 603-562-5533 to schedule an orientation. Remember that by
reducing, reusing, and recycling, you are making your community a better
place.
Respectfully Submitted, Kari Lindstrom
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Community Betterment
Meet the Candidates

T

his past year your Chamber organized a very successful and informative Meet the Candidates night. Held at the Jaffrey Civic Center, our
invited guests included candidates for Executive Council, State Senator, and
for Representatives to the General Court. We were extremely pleased with
not only the number of candidates attending, but the number of voters in
attendance. We invited those candidates who represented Rindge as well as
Jaffrey, so we had a number of people from Rindge in attendance. It seemed

appropriate that we sponsor this event as it is an extension of our annual
“Candidates Night,” co-sponsored with the Jaffrey Woman’s Club which
we’ve held every year but one since 1983. We do this as a service to our
members and to our community. My thanks to Committee members Kelly
Bergeron, Trisha Hill and Angela Pelletier, to the Civic Center for hosting
us, and to the Jaffrey-Rindge Rotary Club for the use of their equipment.
Marc P. Tieger

Annual Events
Monadnock Arts Auction - Saturday, Feb. 1, 2014

A

fter days of bone-chilling cold, Mother Nature provided us with some
great weather for the Monadnock Arts Auction. We shortened the
Silent and had more artists paint on site this year. These changes met with
overwhelming approval from our patrons. As we approached the noon
hour at the Silent Auction, the excitement rose to a new level. There were
lots of happy bidders when the bell rang!
That enthusiasm carried over to the Live Auction that evening at the
Shattuck. The Tom Martin Jazz Trio entertained our audience while they
sipped wine and champagne, dined on gourmet hors d’oeuvres, visited
with friends and viewed the artwork one last time. Bruce Cobb took over
the auctioneer duties from his dad, Charlie, and before too long, he managed to get the patrons into the bidding mood. As always, the night
brought some surprises! We are happy to report that both the Silent and
Live Auctions were prosperous!
Thank you hardly seems like enough for the artists, volunteers and patrons
who have continued to work and support this event. It has given us great
pleasure to be able to help support the arts in our region. Thank you all for
growing with us and helping us to make the Monadnock Arts Auction better each year.
The Committee met following this year’s event and decided to survey the
artists. We asked them to share their thoughts with us on how we could

change things up a little and improve upon this great, much anticipated
event. Their input along with the committee’s ideas gave us some wonderful ideas. It was decided, however, that we could not put these great ideas to
work in a short period of time and the decision was made to cancel the
2015 Arts Auction. This would give the committee time to plan, change
things up and give the event some new life.
The 2016 Monadnock Arts Auction will take place on the first Saturday in
February at the Shattuck! Mark your calendar now! You won’t want to miss
it!
Respectfully Submitted, Cyndy Burgess

Monadnock Festival of Fireworks - Saturday, August 16, 2014

T

he Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce was excited to be part of Atlas
PyroVision’s Monadnock Festival of Fireworks in August. After a twoyear absence, Atlas orchestrated the event at a new venue, the Cheshire
Fairgrounds in Swanzey, which was smaller and more manageable in terms
of security. This year was one of many new learning curves for all of us:
Atlas, Chamber volunteers, vendors, the fairgrounds and all of our fans
who attended. Online ticketing went very well for a first-year try, and the
event came off with minimal hiccups at the gates, thanks to Hannah, Emily
and Sarah from Atlas and many hard-working volunteers.
It was a privilege to work with Steve Pelkey and his crew on this event and
one I truly enjoyed. Especially gratifying was the fundraising opportunity
given to several Monadnock area nonprofits, helping all to continue their
good work and to fulfill their missions: Saint Patrick School, Jaffrey-Rindge
Rotary, Santa’s House, Monadnock HS Lacrosse team, the Northern Lights
Cheerleaders, the Jaffrey American Legion and host festival charity, the
Wounded Warrior Project.
It takes a true team/community effort for such a great event to happen. We
extend heartfelt thanks to all the Jaffrey Chamber volunteers, Barry and
Cindy Syrjanen, Chamber Executive Assistant Becky Newton, the Pelkey
family, and the entire support staff and technicians at Atlas. We look for-

ward to partnering once
again with
Steve, Sarah
and the Atlas
team as well as
many nonprofits in the
Monadnock
region to host
another great
fundraising
event in 2015.
After working with the fireworks for many, many years and being one of
the greatest co-chairs and mentors one could have, Cyndy Burgess has
decided to step down as co-chair but we look forward to her volunteering
at our gates! Thank you, Cyndy, for all your hard work and dedication to
the fireworks event. You will be missed.
Respectfully Submitted, Cathy Furze, Volunteer Chair
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Annual Events
Annual Meeting - Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Ron Despres Memorial Golf Classic - Friday, June 13, 2014
their generosity and support of the Chamber. Ron Despres’ brother Ed
Despres was on hand to say a few words about Ron, for whom the tournament is named.
Following a delicious barbecue lunch prepared by the Shattuck banquet
staff, the winning teams were announced: first place with a score of -13
were Joe Giovanangelli, Bob Allen, Bill Edwards and Dana Griffin; second
place with a score of 63 were Kevin Osgood, Glen Smolinski, Greg Day and
Scott Loos; and the third place team of Steve Pelkey, Barbara Pelkey, Tex
Howard and Carolyn Howard, by matching cards, had a score of 66.
Individual awards went to Paul Marshall for Men’s Long Drive and Barbara
Pelkey for Women’s’ Long Drive. Closest to the Pin winners were Tex
Howard, Carolyn Howard, Bill Edwards and Bob Kelly.
Two local groups received donations from the tournament: $1,000 for the
Jaffrey-Rindge Extended Day Program and $400 for the Jaffrey-Rindge
Memorial Ambulance. In addition to its three corporate sponsors, the tournament received the support of dozens of event and hole sponsors and
businesses donating raffle items.
We can’t say enough about our awesome volunteers! Many thanks to
LeeAnn Clark and Emily Stoehr, Monadnock Community Hospital; Carrie
Cody and Bonnie Moore, Bentley Commons at Keene; Debbie Despres,
Yankee Publishing; Janice Fiandaca, Dahle North America; Margaret
Nelson, The River Center; Barbara Pederson, Alpine Motors; Suzanne
Mieso; and photographer Jim VanCampen.

D

espite less than ideal weather, golfers turned out in full force for the
Chamber’s annual outing at the Shattuck Golf Club in June, taking
advantage of the opportunity to enjoy a day out with friends and colleagues
and to compete for some outstanding prizes.
Golfers were treated to a complimentary massage prior to the shotgun
start. Next came the putting contest where Kendra Shea putted for a chance
to win $2,500. Although she did not win the cash prize, Kendra did take
home a putter as a consolation prize.
The tourney’s three corporate sponsors – Atlas PyroVision, Residential
Resources and Sequoya Technologies Group – were then recognized for

We are deeply grateful to Becky Newton, whose efforts and dedication are
unparalleled. Kudos also to the golf and banquet staff at The Shattuck who
make this such an exceptional event each and every year.
The Golf Committee – Carolyn Howard and Frank Mieso, Co-Chairs; Joe
Pipitone and Stephanie Faulkner, Board Representatives; and committee
members Ed Despres, Matt Despres, Jeff Hadad, Becky Newton, Linda
Harris, and Ted Shea – sends sincere thanks to everyone who played and
participated. We’ll see you back at the Shattuck on Friday, June 19, for our
13th annual golf classic!
Carolyn Howard & Frank Mieso, Co-Chairs
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Annual Events
Rally ‘Round Monadnock - Saturday, July 12, 2014

I

n 2014, we held our 8th annual motorcycle ride fundraiser. This year,
the committee decided to mix things up a bit. Instead of running a traditional poker run, we changed it to more of a scavenger hunt. As with the
poker run, there was a predetermined route of about 100 miles. At designated stops, riders had the opportunity to earn points by collecting items
related to our landmark sponsors, answer trivia questions about the ride
and even take selfies in front the iconic deer head with the crooked antlers
at Howard’s Leather.
For each point earned along the ride, participants received raffle tickets
towards various prizes, including our grand prize, a $150.00 gift certificate
for Howard’s Leather in Spofford. As in years past, this prize was donated
by Carla and Mike Mansfield, the proprietors of Howard’s! The donors for
all our raffle prizes were particularly generous this year and we are very
thankful for all their support.
We are also very appreciative of Red’s of Jaffrey & Monadnock Disposal
who once again were kind enough to be the corporate sponsor for the
event. We are extremely grateful for all the support from the entire Peard
family. This year was also the first year we introduced a Landmark sponsor
for the ride. Our four Landmark sponsors displayed signage at each of our
stops and had fliers or menus available for riders to collect.
Of course, no Chamber fundraiser would be possible without the hard
work, sacrifice and the great inspiration generated by our volunteers, committee members and the Chamber’s Executive Assistant, Becky. This event
is no exception!
This year, we ended up netting about $4,700. As we traditionally do, a portion of the proceeds go to benefit the Marty Taylor Memorial Scholarship
Fund. Started in the memory of Jaffrey native and avid motorcycle rider
Marty Taylor, each year the scholarship is awarded to the graduate of

Conant High School wishing to pursue further education in the technical
or vocational related fields. We are blessed for the ongoing support of the
entire Taylor family.
The feedback from the participants on the new format was mixed. Some
riders enjoyed the scavenger hunt while others would have preferred a traditional poker run. The committee ended the year discussing how to possibly incorporate elements of both formats next year…our 9th annual ride!
Respectfully Submitted, Max Mitchell, Committee Chair

Chamber Travel - Discovering China

F

orty-two Chamber members and area residents signed up for the
October trip to China. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but was determined
to keep an open mind. It was certainly a hassle-free way to go. There were
no worries as the flights, hotels, meals, guides and tours were entirely taken
care of and included in the cost. The only problem was running out of
money for souvenirs!
We saw so much in a whirlwind seven days. Highlights included the Great
Wall, Tiananmen Square, and the Forbidden City in Beijing. We saw a tea
plantation in Hangzhou so ancient it sent its finest tea to the emperor, and
now does the same for the highest Communist officials. We had a canal
ride in Suzhou, the “Venice” of China, and saw an incredible acrobatic performance in Shanghai.
We visited several artisanal workshops with attached showrooms. We
learned all about the formation of pearls and the differences between river
and ocean pearls, before admiring the many beautiful and different shades
and colors of them in the showroom. In another factory, it was fascinating
to watch a man with a water-cooled drill turn a ball of jade into an intricate
see-through layered ball with symbolic meaning before being torn by the
many shades and forms of jade in the showroom. Which to buy as a priceless souvenir? An agonizing choice!
My two favorites were the two workshops in Suzhou, the silk capital of
China. In the silk rug workshop it was fascinating to see a woman weaving
an intricate design, and then notice the different yarns she was using were
wound around discarded plastic water bottles. I was surprised silk could be
so plush in a rug. In the silk embroidery workshop we admired the careful
workmanship as ladies used many different colors and threads to create

lifelike pictures. They can take months to
finish. The showroom was filled with silk
embroideries, many the size of large paintings and so detailed you could swear they
were photographs. Van Gogh’s “Sunflowers,”
the “Mona Lisa” and a portrait of Chairman
Mao were some of the famous subjects rendered in silk stitches so fine you had to
really look close to see the work.
The spirit of entrepreneurship is certainly
alive and well in China. I thought I was
good at spotting bargains and getting a
good deal, but the Chinese live by this,
sometimes literally. Street vendors are ubiquitous in China, offering everything from
postcards and Mao hats and pins to knockoffs like “five dollar Rolexes.” We
can learn a thing or two by the ways they conduct business!
By the end of the trip, we were all experts at saying “ni giao” (hello) and
“xie xie” (thank you), turning the big lazy susans on the dining tables and
being ready for anything at all hours. I was proud I substantially improved
my chopsticks technique.
Finally, I would like to say this is a terrific program the Chamber of
Commerce offers. I hope even more people take advantage of next year’s
trip. Where to? Here’s a hint--ciao!!
Marilyn J. Simons
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Member Events
Breakfasts

After Hours

Monadnock Community Hospital

Belletetes

Woodbound Inn

Education Breakfast - Conant

Crotched Mountain Ski & Ride

Mountain View Function Area

The Monadnock Inn

Sunflowers

Monadnock Inn - Project Shakespeare

The Melamine Cup

The Inn at East Hill Farm

Joint Chambers Breakfast

Woodbound Inn

CrossRoads Apparel

Good Shepherd Rehabilitation

Monadnock Bible Conference

After Hours Schedule

Breakfast Schedule

January.............................................................Crotched Mtn. Ski & Ride
March........................................................................... CrossRoads Apparel
April...................................................Monadnock Community Hospital
May............................................Project Shakespeare & Monadnock Inn
June................................................................ Multi-Business After Hours
September............................................................................Melamine Cup
October......................................................................................... Belletetes
November . ............................................................................... RiverMead
December........................................................................ Woodbound Inn

January.................................................... Good Shepherd Rehabilitation
March....................................................................... The Monadnock Inn
April................................................................................ Woodbound Inn
May..................................................Education Breakfast - Conant High
September . .............................................................................. Sunflowers
October . ............................................................... Inn at East Hill Farm
November......................................................Monadnock Country Club
December................................................ Monadnock Bible Conference
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Financial Report
Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce, Inc

5 PM

Balance Sheet Prev Year Comparison

28/15
sh Basis

As of December 31, 2014
Dec 31, 14

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Ocean Bank Bldg. Fund Sav. Acct
TDBank

Dec 31, 13

$ Change

% Change

12,268.85
16,918.65

12,265.48
7,197.35

3.37
9,721.30

0.0%
135.1%

29,187.50

19,462.83

9,724.67

50.0%

Accounts Receivable
*Accounts Receivable

-75.00

-75.00

0.00

0.0%

Total Accounts Receivable

-75.00

-75.00

0.00

0.0%

Other Current Assets

753.00

300.00

453.00

151.0%

Total Current Assets

29,865.50

19,687.83

10,177.67

51.7%

Fixed Assets
Building
Chamber Assets
Land
Land Improvements

73,208.00
227.00
39,188.00
1,065.89

73,208.00
227.00
39,188.00
1,065.89

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

113,688.89

113,688.89

0.00

0.0%

Other Assets
Loan Costs
Real Estate Escrow

857.00
1,571.40

857.00
1,571.40

0.00
0.00

0.0%
0.0%

Total Other Assets

2,428.40

2,428.40

0.00

0.0%

145,982.79

135,805.12

10,177.67

7.5%

2,720.66

3,210.96

-490.30

-15.3%

2,720.66

3,210.96

-490.30

-15.3%

Long Term Liabilities
Mortgage

81,196.67

81,295.01

-98.34

-0.1%

Total Long Term Liabilities

81,196.67

81,295.01

-98.34

-0.1%

Total Liabilities

83,917.33

84,505.97

-588.64

-0.7%

Equity
Opening Bal Equity
Retained Earnings
Net Income

30,706.72
20,592.43
10,766.31

30,706.72
30,585.17
-9,992.74

0.00
-9,992.74
20,759.05

0.0%
-32.7%
207.7%

Total Equity

62,065.46

51,299.15

10,766.31

21.0%

145,982.79

135,805.12

10,177.67

7.5%

Total Checking/Savings

Total Fixed Assets

TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce Membership

Business & Industry
A-1 Enterprises*
Able Hands Appliance Repair
American Patriot Supplies
Ann Marie Given Designs
Apollo Steel, LLC
ASAP Events Plus, LLC
Atlas Advanced Pyrotechnics
Atlas Property Management, LLC.
Ava Marie Handmade Chocolates
Belletetes Inc.
Bellows-Nichols Insurance Agency
Benjamin Prescott Inn
Bentley Commons at Keene
Better Homes & Gardens
- The Masiello Group
Brookfield Candle Company
Business NH Magazine
Cafe 532 and Deli*
Candice Starrett Real Estate, LLC
Candy’s Hair Salon
Cedarwood Development
Charles Cole Photographic Srvc. LLC
ChemOne Compliance, LLC
Coll’s Garden Center & Florist
Connecticut River Bank, NA,
Coreen Rivet Catering
Country Bridals & Formal Wear
Cournoyer Funeral Home & Cremation Ctr.
CrossRoads Apparel
Cut & Core
Cutter’s Taxidermy
D.D. Bean & Sons Co.
Daffodils Flowers & Gifts
David J. Houston Co.
Dead River Company
Despres & Associates Realtors
Devlin & Sons Plumbing
Digz Excavating
Dust to Shine Cleaning Service, LLC
Edward L. Despres, CLU & Financial Srvcs.
EMD Millipore Corportion
Expert Pest Control, Inc.
Fair Point Communications

Fine Cuts Barber Shop
First Service Title Co., LLC.
Frederick Dodge, Jr. Consulting Arborist*
Gauthier Auto Service LLC
GFA Federal Credit Union
Given Masonry Inc.
Givey’s Barber Shop
Grace Electric, Inc.
Granite Financial Partners
Great Bridge Properties
Greener Pastures Pet Crematory
Halvorson New Media
Hampsey & Grenier Associates
Healing Hands Nail Salon
Heart Line Stove Shop
Hess Electric, LLC
High Standard, Inc.
Hill Family Insurance Agency
HKS Realtors
Hubert’s Department Store, Inc.
IPG Employee Benefits
J.P. Stephen’s Restaurant & Tavern
Jaffrey Chiropractic Health Center
Jaffrey Computer
Jaffrey Eye Care
Jaffrey Pizza Barn
Jaffrey-Rindge Self Storage
Jaffrey-Rindge Veterinary Hospital
Jaffrey’s Country Cafe
Jamie Gates Wellness
Juanita & John Theriault - Health Coaches
KC Bruce Photography
Kimball Farm
La Mia Casa
Lab’n Lager Food & Spirits
Lake Sunapee Bank
Lee Bruder Associates
Little Stitches Custom Embroidery
Louise & Bernie Watson
Lynn C. Rust CPA PC
Mary Kay - Leah Vitello-Kinnunen
McDonald’s of Jaffrey
Met Life - Alan Soney

Mike Langley Web Design
Monadnock Career Connections LLC
Monadnock Cooling Systems, Inc.*
Monadnock Dental Associates
Monadnock Disposal Services, Inc.
Monadnock Firewood, LLC
Monadnock Inn
Monadnock Insurance Agency, Inc.
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript
Monadnock Orthodontics, D.M.D.
Monadnock Pediatric Dentistry
Monadnock Tent and Event
Monadnock Unity Bldng, LLC
Moresound & Spotlight Entertainment
Morning Star Maple
Mountain View Function Area*
Mountainshade LLC.*
Mr. Mikes Alliance Energy
Neatly Done, Inc.
New England Wood Pellet LLC
New Hampshire Ball Bearings, Inc.
Northern Tropics
Orion Product Development
Panafex
Pelletier’s Sport Shop, Inc.
People’s United Bank
Performance Health & Fitness / PT
Plumbusters, LLC
PSNH
Pumperz Septic Service LLC
QueViva Fitness LLC
Rainflow, Inc.
Randy F. Hull Jr. EA*
Re/Max Town Square*
Red’s of Jaffrey
Refurniture LLC
Renoir Renovations, LLC
Residential Unlimited LLC
Rindge Mini Storage
River Street Market
RiverMill Condominium Association
Romeril Tax & Accounting LLC
Rousseau’s Music Store & Lesson Studios

Roy’s Custom Framing
Savron Graphics
SBC Consulting
SCM Associates, Inc.
Self Storage of Jaffrey
Septic Manager / Ed Csenge & Son LLC*
Sequoya Technologies Group, LLC
Sheila L. Girbach, Certified Mediator
Shiva Catering & Event Planner
Silver Ranch Airpark
Sorby & Son Heating
Stacy’s Salon & Boutique
Sterling Golf Management
Stone’s Septic*
Subway / Monadnock Subs*
Summerhill Assisted Living
Sunflowers Cafe & Catering
Tally Clerk USA, LLC
TD Bank
Teleflex Medical
Terrapin Glassblowing Studio
The Banker Real Estate Company
The Currier’s House - Bed & Breakfast
The Inn at East Hill Farm
The Melamine Cup
The Mollers, Inc.
The Petersons
The Richards Group
The Thrifty Bear Boutique
Tieger Realty Company, Inc.
Tower, Crocker & Smith, PA
Town of Jaffrey
Towne House Interiors
Twitco Distributing
Tyler’s Ice Cream
United Water
Warwick Mills
Winney Auction & Appraisal, LLC
Woodbound Inn
Woodmore Family Campground

Non-Profit Organizations
American Legion Humiston Post
Amos Fortune Forum
Arts Alive!, Inc.
Big Brothers Big Sisters Western NH
Cathedral of the Pines
Cheshire Medical Center
Contoocook Valley Transportation Co.
Crotched Mountain Rehab. Center
Dublin School
Electric Earth Concerts
First Church in Jaffrey
Franklin Pierce University
Good Shepherd Rehab. and Nursing
Harvest Christian Fellowship
Home Healthcare, Hospice & Comm. Srvcs.

Hope Fellowship Church
Jaffrey Center Village Improvement
Jaffrey Civic Center
Jaffrey Family Medicine
Jaffrey Historial Society
Jaffrey Public Library
Jaffrey VFW Post #5613
Jaffrey Woman’s Club, Inc.
Jaffrey-Rindge Cooperative School
Jaffrey-Rindge Memorial Ambulance
Jaffrey-Rindge Rotary Club
Monadnock at Home
Monadnock Bible Conference Center
Monadnock Center for Violence
Prevention, Inc.*

Monadnock Chorus
Monadnock Community ELC
Monadnock Community Hospital
Monadnock Developmental Services*
Monadnock Family Services
Monadnock Humane Society*
Monadnock Kitty Rescue & Adoption
Monadnock Music
Monadnock SCORE
Monadnock Sno-Moles
Monadnock United Way
Monadnock Worksource
NH Employer Support of Guard & Reserve
Pack 33 Jaffrey
Perfect Peace, Inc.

Peterborough Players
Project Shakespeare
River Valley Community College*
RiverMead
Saint Patrick Parish
Sharon Arts Center
Shelter From The Storm
Stephen C. Record Scholarship Trust
TEAM Jaffrey
The Park Theatre
The River Center
The Scott-Farrar Home
United Church of Jaffrey
Victory High School
Wellness Education for Monad. Seniors

Individuals & Families
Jeanne & Dominic Carguilo*
Francis & Ann Chamberlain
Robert & Mary Chamberlain
Judith Collier
Phil & Pat Cournoyer
Peter & Barbara Davis
Harry J. Dermody*
Shirley Despres
Wayne & Marcia Desrosiers
George Dishong

William Driscoll
Jeanne & Will DuVal
Bruce & June Edwards
Kenneth G. Geraghty
Chandler & Barbara Gilbert
Martha Gilroy*
Zaven & Linda Giragosian
Tim & Kate Gordon
Anne Griffin
Richard Grodin

Trisha Hill
Clay & Caroline Hollister
Owen & Norma Houghton
John & Lynda Hunt
Phillip & Jeanne LaBrie
Rick & Lyn Lambert
Allen & Susan Leach
Pat & Don MacIsaac
Joseph & Marcie Manning
Nancy Massey

Suzanne & Frank Mieso
Jan Miller
John Minteer
Bonnie Mitchell*
Teri & Herb Motley
Charlie Palmer
Steve & Barbara Pelkey
Angela & Scott Pelletier*
Susan & Glen Peterson
Ross & Lisa Ramey

Ann Royce
Peter & Jinnie Russell*
Ann Raleigh Schulte
Ted & Betty Shea
Robert Stephenson
Barry & Cyndi Syrjanen
Marc & Sharon Tieger
Mimi Weidner
Patricia Wheeler
* Denotes new member

